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IX 


And  if  the  people  of  this  country  fuffered  all  this  mifery,  inflead  of 
inflidling  it,  how  juftly  fhould  we  think  it  was  efl-abliflied  by  the 
Supreme  Governor  of  the  world,  "  That  the  people  of  one  coun- 
try, who  enflave  thofe  of  another,  fhall  themfelves  be  enflaved  ; 
and  that  a  nation,  thus  allowing  innocent  blood  to  be  flied  by  its 
fubjeds,  ihould  be  made  a  defolate  wildernefs."  Revelation  xiii.  lo. 
Joel  iii.  19. 

The  reft  of  thefe  pages  contain  a  fhort  view  of  what  appears  to 
have  been  the  conduft  of  the  Britifh  nation  to  other  countries^ — to 
the  Caribbe'es  of  St.  Vincent's — to  the  people  of  Corfica,  Turkey, 
and  Poland,  &c.  And  it  is  hoped  the  change  that  has  taken  place 
in  the  circumftances  of  the  Britifli  empire  between  the  years  1763 
and  1782 — the  whole  of  what  we  have  fuffered,  the  dangers  to 
which  we  ftand  expofed,  and  the  load  of  expence  that  has  been 
laid  upon  the  labours  of  induftry,  will  warrant  any  attempt 
which  may  fhew  in  the  leaft  degree  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  enquiry 
into  our  national  condudt,  as  may  difcover  whether  this  change  in 
our  circumftances  may  not  have  proceeded  from  ourfelves,  and  be 
the  juft  and  neceflary  refult  of  our  own  condud:  j  and  how  far  it 
may  be  due  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  to  our  own  fafety,  to  re- 
verfe  thofe  national  fentences  which  have  been  given  within  our 
own  times,  and  which  have  had  the  effedl  of  fancftions  to  that  con- 
dudl  of  the  fubjedls,  which,  within  the  laft  twenty  years,  has  ren- 
dered miferable  and  deftroyed  millions  of  mankind  j  and  which 
muft  lead  a  conliderable  part  of  the  world  to  look  forward  with 
dread  to  the  time  when  they  ftiall  hear  of  our  recovering  that  ftate 
of  peace,  which,  when  laft  in  our  poffeffion,  was  made  ufe  of  as  the 
feafon  wherein  to  plunder,  opprefs,  enflave,  and  to  fpread  war  and 
ruin  in  diftant  countries,  whofe  inhabitants  never  came  to  do  us  any 
injury  j  and  who  have  never  received  from  us  any  acknowledgment 
or  reparation  for  the  wrongs  they  have  fuffered  at  our  hands — wrongs 
which,  by  the  plaineft  rules  of  juftice,  demand  the  abolifliing  of 
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the  very  being  of  thofe  trading  focieties,  in  whofe  names  fuch  enor- 
mities have  been  pradtifed  in  India  and  in  Africa,  and  which,  fo 
long  as  they  continue  to  exift  in  this  nation,  from  the  character 
they  have  obtained,  cannot  but  place  the  w^hole  community,  in  the 
efteem  of  a  great  part  of  the  world,  as  in  a  ftate  of  avowed  oppo- 
fition  to  all  the  rights  of  other  nations,  whenever  we  have  the 
power  to  deprive  them  of  their  poiTeflions  or  enflave  their  per- 

fons a  condudt  which,   when  pafling  with  impunity  in  any 

country,  or  with  the  countenance  of  any  flate,  is  asexpreffive  of  de- 
fiance of  the  power  and  juflice  of  the  Divine  Being,  as  rebellion 
in  fubjedts  is  of  contempt  to  the  government  under  which  they 
live ;  nothing  being  more  confiftent  with  reafon,  or  more  plainly 
declared  in  the  revealed  will  of  the  common  Creator  of  man- 
kind, than  that  he  himfelf  is  oifended  whenever  any  of  their  juft 
and  natural  rights  are  invaded. 

loth  May,  1782. 
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CHAP.     L 

Of  the  cujioms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  India,  and  of  the  coun- 
try, the  feat  of  the  Englifi  tranfaSlions, 

TH  E  country,  the  feat  of  the  Englifh  tranfaflions  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
is  in  the  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul,  called  India  within  the  Ganges, 
a  country  of  about  2000  miles  in  length,  and  1500  in  breadth.  Cape 
Gomorin,  in  latitude  6,  is  its  fouthern  extremity ;  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel 
is  its  eaftern  fhore,  wafhed  by  rhe  Bay  of  Bengal,  into  the  upper  or  north  part 
of  which  the  great  river  Ganges  empties  itfelf  through  feveral  channels.  On 
one  of  thefe  ftands  Calcutta,  where  the  Englifh  have  their  principal  faftory  in 
Bengal,  called  Fort  William.  Bombay  lies  on  rhe  weft  fide  of  this  oreat 
country,  which  is  called  the  Malabar  Coaft.  Madrafs  and  Fort  St.  David's, 
two  other  faftories  of  our  India  Company,  are  on  the  eaft  or  Coromandel  fide. 
The  city  of  Dehli  is  the  capital  of  Indoftan,  and  contains  the  imperial 
palace.  India  beyond  the  Ganges  -,  the  Main  Land,  or  the  Mogul's  Empire  ; 
and  India  within  the  Ganges,  are  the  three  great  divifions  cf  this   vaft  and 
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populous  country.  The  Peninfula,  or  India  within  the  Ganges,  and  the  Mogul 
Empire,  are  included  in  the  name  of  Indoftan,  and  by  fome  are  faid  to  con- 
tain more  than  an  hundred  millions  of  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  Bengal  is  efteemed  the  ftore-houfe  of  the  Eaft  Indies; 
and  its  fertility  is  faid  to  exceed  that  of  Egypt  after  being  overflowed  by  the 
Nile.  Amidft  the  plenty  of  its  natural  produce  is  rice,  corn,  and  fugar;  its 
callicoes,  filks,  and  faltpetre  go  all  over  the  world.  The  country  is  inter- 
fered with  canals  to  the  Ganges  ;  and  for  an  hundred  leagues  on  both  fides 
of  that  river  the  face  of  the  country  is  full  of  cities,  towns,  villages,  and 
caftles.  Such,  fays  Mr.  Scrafton,  was  the  ilate  of  this  country  befo  e  it  was 
ravaged  by  our  late  wars  *. 

The  Mahometans,  or  Moors  of  Indoftan,  make  but  a  fmall  proportion 
of  the  num.ber  of  the  inhabitants,  by  far  the  greateft  part  are  the  Gentoos, 
the  native  Indians  defcended  from  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try. The  Bramins,  who  are  the  teachers  of  their  religion>  fay,  that 
Brumma,  their  law-giver,  left  them  a  book  called  the  Yidem,  which  con- 
tains all  his  doftrines.  In  this  they  are  taught  to  believe  in  one  Su- 
preme Being,  in  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
and  punifhments  :  but,  from  an  opinion  that  fenfible  objeds  were  neceflary, 
thefe  dodlrines  have  been  taught  by  allegory :  hence  they  have  images  of 
God,  according  to  the  attribute  they  would  exprefs  •,  his  power,  by  an 
image  with  hands  and  fwords  -,  his  wifdom,  by  an  elephant's  head :  But  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  explanation  being  loft,  different  images  are  worfliipped 
in  different  parts ;  and  the  firft  great,  but  fimple  truth  of  an  Omnipotent 
Being  is  loft  in  the  abfurd  worfhip  of  a  multitude  of  images,  which,  at  firft, 
were  only  fymbols  to  reprefent  his  various  attributes.  Their  cuftoms  are  a 
part  of  their  religion,  being  fandtified  by  the  fuppofed  divine  charafter  of 
their  legiflator,  who,  they  believe,  was  a  Being  of  fo  exalted  a  nature,  as  to 
be  inferior  only  to  God  himfelf ;  of  infinite  knowledge,  and  all  his  words 
were  truth. 

The  natives  of  India  are  diftinguiftied  by  their  divifion  into  tribes  ;  the 
principal  of  which  are  Bramins,  Soldiers,  Labourers,  and  Mechanics.  Some 
few  of  the  Bramins,  who  are  verfed  in  their  learned  languages,  foar  above  the 
vulgar  i  but  the  generality  are  as  ignorant  as  the  laity.     Such  who   are  not 

*  Refle£lioDS  on  the  Government  of  Indoftan. 
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engaged  in  worldly  purfuits,  are  a  moralj  fuperftitious,  iBnocent  people,  who 
promote  charity  as  much  as  they  can  to  man  and  beait- :  but  fuch  who  engage 
in  the  world  are  generally  the  worft  of  all  the  Gentoos ;  for,  perfuaded  the 
waters  of  the  Ganges  will  purify  them  from  their  fins ;  and  being  exempted 
from  the  rigour  of  the  courts  of  juftice,    under  the  Gentoo  governments, 
they  run  into  the  greaceft  excefles.    The  Soldiers  are  called  Rajah-poots;  per- 
fons,  defcended  from  Rajahs  :  they  are  more  robuft  than  the  reft,  have  a  nice 
fenfe  of  honour,  faithful  to  thofe  they  engage  to  ferve,  have  a  great  fhare  ot 
courage,  but  as  foon  as  their  leader  falls  in  battle,  they  run  off  the  field  with- 
out any  ftain  to  their  reputation.     The  Labourers   are  the  next  in  rank :  this^ 
tribe  includes  all  who  cultivate  the  land.     And  the   Mechanics,    all  wha 
follow  any  trade,  merchants,  and  bankers.     Befides  theie  four  tribes  there  is 
another  divifion,  called  the  Hallachoris,  who  may  be  faid  to  be  the  refufe 
of  all  the  reft.     Thefe  are  a  fet  of  poor  unhappy  wretches,  deftined  to  mifery 
from  their  birth  :  they  perform  all  tiie  meaneft  offices  of  life,  and  are  held  in 
fuch  abomination,  that  on  the  Malabar  fide  of  India,  if  they  chance  to  touch 
one  of  a  fuperior  tribe,  he  draws  his  fabre,  and  cuts  him  down  on  the  fpot 
without  any  check  from  the  laws  of  the  country.     The   different  tribes  are 
kept  diftindl,  and  forbid  to  eat  or  drink  out  of  the  fame  veftel,  and  every 
deviation  fubjects  them  to  be  rejefted  by  their  tribe,  and  renders  them  for 
ever  polluted  j  and  they  are  thenceforward  obliged  to  herd  with  the  Halla- 
chores,    to  be  ex-pofed  to  the  fcorn  and  milery   diefe  rejeded  people  are 
doomed  to  before  they  are  born,  and,  do  what  they  can,  fuffer  till  they  die. 
But,  excepting  this  injuftice,  amidft  all  their  errors,  they  agree  in  thinking 
that  there  is  one  supreme  God,  and  that  he  is  best  pleased  by  Charity 
AND  Good  Works.     Their  worfhip  and  ceremonies  at  tlie  great  temple  of 
Jagernaut  feem  inftituted  to  remind  them    of  this ;  for  there  the  Bramin, 
the  Rajah,    the   Labourer,    and   Mechanic,    all   prefent  their  offerings,  and 
eat   and    drink   promifcuoufly    together,    as   if  they   would   infinuate,    that 
all   thofe  diftinflions   are  of   human    invention  j    and   that  in  the    fight  of 
God  all  men  are  equal.     The  poor  Hallachores  are  not  fuffered  to  come 
up  to    the    temple    among   them.     Surely  their   unconditional    rejeftion   is 
fomething  worfe    than   human    invention !     This   divifion   into    tribes    has 
always  occafioned  fuch  a  difunion  among  them,  as  has  made  them  an  eafy 
prey  to  every  invader  j  for  no  man  thinks  of  defending  himfelf,  unlefs  he  is 

B  2  of 


4  The  Country,  the  Customs  and  Manners 

of  the  Soldiers  tribe  :  and  hence  it  is  that  the  invaders,  who,  like  Alexander, 
came  in  on  the  northern  frontiers,  inhabited  moftly  by  Rajah-poots,  have 
always  met  a  very  brave  refiftance,  while  thofe  who  came  in  from  the  fea, 
have  met  with  very  little.  But  it  is  the  fame  diftindlion  alfo  which  has  pre- 
ferved  the  manufaftures  among  them,  under  all  the  revolutions  and  all  the 
oppreflions  introduced  by  the  Mahometans ;  for  while  the  fon  can  follow  no 
other  trade  than  that  of  his  father,  the  manufactures  can  be  loft  only  by 
exterminating  the  people. 

Their  legiflator  has  even  ordained  different  kinds  of  food  to  the  different 
tribes.     The  Bramins  touch  nothing  that  has  life;  their  food  is  milk,  vege- 
tables, and  fruit ;  and  if  you  fhew  them  through  a  microfcope  the  infedls  on 
a  leaf,  invifible  to  the  naked  eye,  they  fay  it  is  a  deceit ;  that  the  objefts  are 
in    the   glafs,    not  in    the    leaf.       Another   circumftance,    that    contributes 
to  form  their  general  character,    is  their  marrying  when   infants ;    and  yet 
no  women  are  more  to  be  admired  for   their  conjugal  fidelity,    in  which 
they    are    diftinguiflied  beyond  the   reft   of   their  fex,    by  that  remarkable 
cuftom  of    burning  with    their  huft)ands.     Many    authors    afcribe    this    to 
have   been    inftituted  to    prevent  their   wives    poifoning   them;    but  I   am 
well  perfuaded,  they  often  fubmit  to  it  from  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour  and  con- 
jugal affeflion.    I>et  it  be  confidered,  they  are  brought  up  together  from  their 
infancy,  the  woman  has  no  opportunity  of  ever  converfing  with  any  other 
man ;  her  affeftions  are  centered  folely  in  this  one  objeft  of  her  love  ;  ftie  is 
firmly  perfuaded  that  by  being  burnt  with  him,  flie  fhall  be  happy  with  him 
in  another  world  ;  that  if  Ihe  neglefts  this  laft  token  of  affeftion,  he  may  take 
another  wife,  and  fhe  be  feparated  from  him  for  ever.     No  doubt  they  are 
likewlfe  influenced  by  the  difgrace  of  furviving  him ;  for  they  are  then  con- 
demned to  a  perpetual  widowhood,  and  from  miftrefs  of  the  family  degraded 
to  the   ftate  of  a  menial  fervant.     This   affords  but  an  unhappy  profpect, 
whereas  their  burning  themfelves  is  thought  to  refleft  great  honour  to  the 
family ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  dying  huft)and  recommends  it  to  her 
in  his  laft  moments.     Thus  their  minds  raifed  to  the  utmoft  pitch   by  this 
ftrange  commotion  of  love,  grief,  and  honour,  they  go  through  the  terrible 
trial  with  amazing  fortitude.     The  praftice   is  far  from  common,  and  only 
complied  with  by  thofe  of  illuftrious  families.     Nor  is  it  on  this  occafion  only 
that  the  Gentoos  meet  death  with  fortitude.     The  men   are  equally  ready 
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to  refign  their  lives  to  preferve  their  religious  purity  ;  of  which  v.'c  Tud  a 
remarkable  inftance  in  three  Bramins,  who  had  their  daughters  forced  from 
them  by  a  Mahometan,  beyond  the  reach  of  juftice.  They  complained  to  the 
governor  of  the  province ;  but  finding  no  redrefs,  they  all  fwallowed  poifon, 
and  died  at  the  door  of  his  tent.  Another  inftance  of  their  fincere  devotion 
to  their  religious  principles  we  had  when  the  forces  came  from  Madrafs, 
by  the  unexpedted  length  of  the  paflage,  they  were  greatly  reduced  for  pro- 
vifions,  infomuch  that  there  was  no  rice  left  for  the  Gentoo  feapoys,  and  no- 
thing to  ferve  out  to  them  but  beef  and  pork  ;  but  though  fome  did  fubmit  to 
this  defilement,  yet  many  preferred  a  languifhing  death  by  famine,  to  life  pol- 
luted beyond  recovery.  The  Mahometan  governors  often  take  advantage  of 
this,  when  they  want  to  extort  money  from  them ;  and  though  they  will  bear 
the  fevereft  corporal  punifhment  rather  than  difcover  their  money,  yet,  when 
once  their  religious  purity  is  threatened,  they  comply,  if  the  fum  is  in  their 
power;  if  not,  and  the  man  is  beloved  by  his  tribe,  they  make  a  fubfcription 
to  raife  the  money.  Fortitude  on  thefe  occafions  is  common  to  all  of  them, 
even  thofe  who  in  other  dangers  appear  of  moft  daftardly  difpofitions.  Such 
is  the  force  of  principle,  that  it  has  preferved  its  efficacy  through  a  feries  of 
ages.  And  when  we  confider  the  dreadful  penalties  annexed  to  any  deviations 
from  what  their  religion  ordains,  we  fhall  ceafc  to  wonder  at  the  little  change 
that  appears  among  the  Indians,  compared  with  the  earlieft  accounts  we  have 
of  them. 

There  is  no  forming  a  general  charader  of  fuch  a  numerous  people,  fpread 
over  fo  vaft  a  tradl  of  country,  extending  from  Cape  Comorin,  in  the  latitude  6, 
to  Lahore  in  30.  The  whole  of  it  is  divided  into  little  principalities,  many  of 
which  being  tainted  with  the  diflblute  manners  of  their  conquerors,  afford  a  va- 
riety of  charaflers  difi"ering  according  to  the  climate,  the  tribes,  and  the  govern- 
ment. But,  in  juftice  to  the  Gentoo  cuftoms,  I  muft  fay,  that  before  the  late 
wars  between  the  French  and  us  in  the  Carnatic  country,  which  is  chiefly  di- 
vided into  little  Indian  Rajahftiips,  human  nature  in  no  part  of  the  world  af- 
forded a  finer  fcene  of  contemplation  to  a  philofophic  mind :  every  thing 
feemed  calculated  to  promote  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

The  fruitfulnefs  of  thefe  hot  countries  depending  entirely  on  their  being 
well  watered,  and  the  rainy  feafon  being  here  of  very  fliort  duration,  the 
prcfervation  of  the  water  is  a  principal  objeft ;  for  which  reafon  the  higli 
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lands  are  mounded  in  by  great  banks,  to  coUeft  the  water  that  falls  from  the 
mountains  -,  and  thefe  refervoirs  are  kept  up  by  the  government  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit,  every  man  paying  for  his  pprtioa  of  a  drain.  The  roads  are 
planted  with  rows  of  large  trees,  which  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  country,,  and 
afford  a  pleafing  and  refrefhing  fliade ;  and  every  two  or  three  miles  are  ftone 
buildings  called  Choukrys,  for  the  conveniency  of  travellers,  who  always  find 
Bramins  attending  to  furnilli  them  with  water.  And  fo  free  is  the  country 
from  robbers,  that  I  doubt  there  having  been  an  inftancc  of  one  in  the  me- 
mory of  man.  The  diamond-merchants,  who  generally  pafs  this  country,  have 
feldom  even  a  weapon  of  defence,  owing  to  that  admirable  regulation,  which 
obliges  the  lord  of  that  fpot  where  the  robbery  is  committed,  to  recover  the 
effeds  or  make  good  the  value.  At  the  extremity  of  every  town  or  village 
are  large  groves  of  trees,  where  the  weavers  carry  on  their  manufad:ures  j 
and,  if  the  foil  will  admit,  there  is  a  handfome  ftone  refervoirj  called  a 
Tank. 

In  the  capital  of  every  confiderable  diftrift,  is  generally  a  large  temple  or 
pagoda;  fome  of  them  moft  ftupendous  buildings,  all  of  ftone;  the  outfides, 
from  top  to  bottom,  adorned  with  little  images,  reprefenting  the  hiftories  of 
their  gods.  Thefe  pagodas  are  generally  built  by  the  Rajahs,  or  rather  by 
fuccellive  generations  of  them,  for  fome  of  them  appear  to  be  the  work  of 
ages.  They  confift  of  feveral  courts,  which  contain  places  for  their  idols, 
and  apartments  for  their  Bramins,  of  which  there  are  fome  thoufands,  who 
have  generally  the  revenues  of  a  traft  of  country  afligned  them  for  their 
fupport. 

The  Bramins,  who  in  other  refpefts  have  perverted  the  dotStrine  of  their 
founder,  have  however  ftrongly  inculcated  the  virtue  of  charity,  by  teaching 
them  how  much  it  will  contribute  to  their  happy  tranfmigration.  It  is 
the  height  of  their  ambition  to  have  a  temple  or  choultry  called  after  their 
name,  and  reflecTis  more  honour  to  their  children  than  if  their  parents  had  left 
them  immenfe  wealth. 

Many  of  the  Gentoo  provinces  yield  a  revenue,  in  proportion  of 
extent  of  country,  equal  to  our  richeft  countries  in  Europe  ;  and  yet, 
like  us,  they  have  no  mines,  but  draw  their  wealth  from  the  la- 
bour of  their  hands.  Such  was  the  Carnatic  before  it  was  ravaged  by  our 
late  wars.     I  have  been  told,  that  the  Gentoos  of  the  northern   provinces 
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ftill  preferve  the  Gentoo  purity  and  fimplicity  uncontaminated  i  but  chey  iii. 
deed  were  never  properly  fubdued.  The  fuccefTors  of  Tamerlane  made  fierce 
and  conftant  war  upon  them,  but  always  met  with  a  vigorous  and  brave  refift- 
ance,  and  were  at  laft  convinced  it  was  better  to  have  them  as  a  kind  of  tri- 
butary allies  than  enemies.  Ehbar  Shah  was  the  firft  who  entered  into  a  trea- 
ty with  them;  his  example  was  followed  by  fuccceding  emperors,  and  they 
long  proved  an  excellent  barrier  againft  the  Afghauns  and  the  northern  Tar- 
tars :  but  when  the  emperors  degenerated  into  lewd  monfters  and  tyrants,  they 
forfook  their  alliance,  and  thenceforward  the  empire  was  expofed  to  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  Mharattas,  the  Perfians,  and  laftly  of  the  Afghauns. 

The  moft  extenfive  Gentoo  government  is  that  of  the  Mharattas,  who  have 
now  almoll  overturned  the  whole  empire.  The  military  fpirit  that  has  pre- 
vailed among  them  for  the  two  laft  centuries,  has  utterly  corrupted  their  man- 
ners ;  their  manufactures  are  totally  neglefted  j  commerce  is  banidied ;  and 
the  Rajahs  have  laid  wafte  their  own  country  by  their  opprelTion,  almoft  as 
much  as  that  of  their  enemies ;  while  the  generals  of  their  army  and  their  fol- 
diery  are  grown  immenfely  rich  by  the  plunder  of  more  than  half  of  the  Mo- 
gul Empire.  There  are  a  number  of  Rajahfliips  interfperfed  throughout  India, 
which,  by  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the  country,  have  either  never  been 
fubdued,  or  are  only  tributary  to  the  Mahometans,  preferving  their  own  reli- 
gion and  laws  ;  fuch  is  tiie  Rajahfliip  of  Tanjour,  the  Rajah  of  which  repulfed 
the  veterans  of  France,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-general  Lally. 

We  read  in  ancient  authors,  that  the  Brachmans,  who,  I  incline  to  think, 
were  a  fet  of  philofophers,  rather  than  the  tribe  of  Bramins,  excelled  in  aftro- 
nomy,  and  were  famed  all  over  the  world  for  their  learning.  It  is  very  pofTi- 
ble  they  had  juft  pretenfions  to  that  charafter ;  but  in  all  thcfe  eaftern  coun- 
tries, if  any  man  pofledes  any  fecret  of  nature,  he  only  confiders  how  he  fhali 
make  ufe  of  it  to  delude  the  ignorant  multitude,  and  attraft  their  veneration ; 
and  therefore  the  key  of  the  Arcana  is  trufted  to  very  few.  For  example, 
that  the  Bramins  could  foretell  an  eclipfe ;  and  yet  afk  tliem  the  nature  of 
it,  and  they  tell  you  an  abfurd  ftory  of  a  dragon  laying  hold  of  the  fun;  and 
they  teach  the  people  to  run  into  the  river,  and  make  all  the  noiie  they  can, 
which  they  perfuade  them  will  frighten  the  dragon  away.  The  Bramins  are 
poffefred  of  a  lift  of  eclipfes  calculated  for  fome  thoufand  years  to  ccme ; 
but  it  is  the  fyftem  of  the  Bramins,  that  the  vulgar  are  to  be  governed  only 
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by  taking  advantage  of  their  ignorance :  therefore  we  are  not  to  wonder  at 
the  excefTes  they  run  into  injudicial  aftrology,  which  they  carry  indeed  to  the 
highefl  degree  of  folly.  Their  alnnanac,  compofed  by  the  Bramins,  has  not 
only  a  planet  or  genius  that  prefides  over  every  day,  but  over  every  hour, 
every  minute,  and  every  aftion ;  nor  do  they  enter  on  any  new  undertaking, 
without  confulting  it,  and  it  requires  a  concurrence  of  fortunate  circumflances 
to  form  a  lucky  minute.  Some  days  are  fit  for  going  to  the  north,  others  to 
the  fouth  ;  feme  days  are  fo  entirely  taken  up  by  evil  fpirits,  that  they  ab- 
ftain  from  all  manner  of  bufinefs,  and  a  clap  of  thunder  at  once  breaks  their 
refolutions,  let  the  almanac  fay  what  it  will ;  fo  that  between  the  Mahometan 
and  the  Gentoo  aftrologers  together,  one  half  of  the  year  is  taken  up  in  un- 
lucky days.  The  head  aftrologer  is  ever  prefent  at  all  their  councils ;  no 
new  enterprize  is  begun  without  his  being  firft  confulted ;  and  the  general  who 
fhould  march  an  army  againft  the  opinion  of  the  aftrologer,  would  be  as  much 
condemned  as  the  Roman  general  who  fought  though  the  chicken  would  not 
feed.  On  the  whole,  the  Gentoos,  uninfluenced  by  the  Mahometans,  are  a 
meek,  fuperftitious,  charitable  people;  a  charafter  formed  by  their  temperance, 
cuftoms,  and  religion.  They  are  almoft  ftrangers  to  many  of  thofe  pafllons 
that  form  the  pleafure  and  pain  of  our  lives.  Ambition  is  effeftually  re- 
ftrained  by  their  religion,  which  has,  by  infurmountable  barriers,  confined 
every  individual  to  a  limited  fphere;  and  all  thofe  follies  arifingfrom  debauch- 
ery, are  completely  curbed  by  their  abftaining  from  all  intoxicating  liquors} 
but  they  are  ftrangers  to  that  vigour  of  mind,  and  all  the  virtues  which  ani- 
mate our  more  attive  fpirits.  They  prefer  a  lazy  apathy,  and  frequently 
quote  this  faying  from  fome  favourite  book  :  "  It  is  better  to  fit  than  to  walk, 
to  lie  down  than  to  fit,  to  fieep  than  to  wake,  and  death  is  beft  of  all."  Their 
temperance,  and  the  enervating  heat  of  the  climate,  ftarve  all  the  natural 
pafllons,  and  leave  them  only  avarice,  which  preys  moft  on  the  narroweft 
minds.  This  bias  to  avarice  is  alfo  prompted  by  the  oppreffion  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  for  power  is  ever  jealous  of  the  influence  of  riches.  The  Rajahs  never 
let  their  fubjefts  rife  above  mediocrity ;  and  the  Mahometan  governors  look 
on  the  growing  riches  of  a  fubjedt  as  a  boy  does  on  a  bird's  neft  :  he  eyes  their 
proo-refs  with  impatience,  then  comes  with  a  fpoiler's  hand  and  takes  the  fruit 
of  their  labour.  To  counteradt  this,  the  Gentoos  bury  their  money  under 
ground,  often  with  fuch  fecrccy  as  not  to  truft  even  their  own  children  with 
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the  knowledge  of  it;  and  it  is  amazing  what  they  will  fufFer  rather  than  be- 
tray it :  when  their  tyrants  have  tried  all  manner  of  corporal  punilhments  on. 
them,  they  threaten  to  defile  them  j  but  even  that  often  fails  ;  for  refentment 
prevailing  over  the  love  of  life,  they  frequently  rip  up  their  bowels,  or  poifon 
themfelves,  and  carry  the  fecret  to  the  grave :  and  the  fums  loft  in  this  man- 
ner, in  fome  meafure  accounts  why  the  filver  in  India  does  not  appear  to 
increafe,  though  there  are  fuch  quantities  continually  coming  into  it,  and 
none  going  out  of  it. 

They  have  but  few  children  -,  at  eighteen  their  beauty  is  on  the  decline, 
and  at  twenty-five  they  are  ftrongly  marked  with  age  :  the  men,  indeed,  weai^ 
fomething  better,  though  they  alfo  are  on  the  decline  after  thirty.  Thus  the 
fpring  of  life  is  but  of  fhort  duration,  and  the  organs  decay  before  the  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  can  attain  to  any  perfeftion.  Is  nature  then  deficient  ?  Surely 
not.  We  always  fee  the  organs  of  the  body  fuited  to  the  climate  j  nor  do  I 
know  a  ftronger  or  more  adive  race  of  people  than  the  Mallays,  who  live 
moftly  within  fix  degrees  of  the  equinoftial  :  we  muft  account  for  the  Ihort- 
nefs  of  their  lives  in  the  early  indulgence  in  pleafures,  their  fedentary  way  of 
life,  and,  in  Bengal  and  the  conquered  provinces,  in  the  dejefted  ftate  of 
their  minds,  opprefled  with  the  tyranny  of  their  conquerors.  No  wonder 
then,  that  with  fuch  cuftoms,  fuch  bodies,  and  fuch  minds,  they  fall  an  eafy 
prey  to  every  invader.  ,  ' 
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The  word  Moors  is  ufed  by  us  to  exprefs  the  Mahometans  of  all  fefts  and 
countries  who  are  fettled  in  India.  It  is  indeed  neceffary  to  have  fome  general 
word,  for  whether  Pytan,  Perfian,  or  Tartar  by  birth,  it  matters  not,  the 
enervating  foftnefs  of  the  climate  foon  forms  but  one  common  character  of 
them    the  diftinguiftiing  qualities  of  which  are  perfidy  and  fenfuality :  but 

V^a        T'l         ■   ""^"^  '°  '''''  '^'''  P^^S'-^'"^  '-  ^hat  charaaer,  and 

LtTr  r^°"'  "''""'  ^'■^"^  ^^^'^  '^'y  <^°'^^^    before  they  are 

melted  down  into  the  common  mafs. 

The  Moors  of  India  have  the  following  ori^^ins. 

frl"rU^''^''  T  "'^\^^°"^  ^he  Perfian  gu^lph,  fettled  at  MafTulipatam , 
from  thence  made  conquefts  of  the  open  country  up  to  Dehli,  to  which  the; 
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gave  a  race  of  kings,  who  were  expelled  by  Tamerlane  and  his  fiiccefforsj 
'but  they  appear  to  have  founded  various  colonies  in  different  parts,  who  ftill 
fubfift,  and  are  called  Pytans. 

The  Afghans,  who  came  from  Candahar,  and  the  mountains  that  divide 
Perfia  from  Hindoftan,  are  alfo  called  Pytans.  The  Mungxil  Tartars,  who 
came  from  Bochara  and  Samarcand  with  Tamerlane,  are  commonly  called 
Moguls.  The  fame  name  is  alfo  given  to  the  Oufbeg,  Calmuc,  and  other 
tribes  of  Tartars,  who  are  continually  coming  in,  as  a  kind  of  adventurers ; 
as  well  as  the  Perfians,  who,  fince  the  deftruiftion  of  their  own  empire,  feek 
a  refuge  at  the  courts  of  the  Mogul  and  the  Nabobs  of  the  provinces.  Thefe, 
with  the  flaves  they  have  brought  up  to  their  own  religion,  compofe  the  whole 
body  of  Mahometans,  whom  we  blend  together,  under  the  general  denomi- 
nation of  Moors  J  and  who,  though  not  in  number  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  natives,  yet,  by  the  divifion  of  the  Gentoos,  keep  them  in  fubjeftion. 
The  Moguls  are  in  polTefllon  of  the  throne  of  Dehli,  and  moft  of  the  princi- 
pal governments  and  employments  dependant  thereon. 

If  we  would  come  at  their  true  charafter,  we  mufl:  look  for  it  in  their 
education.  Till  the  age  of  five  or  fix,  the  boys  of  rank  and  family  are  left 
entirely  to  the  women  ;  and  from  the  tendernefs  of  their  management  they 
firft  acquire  a  delicacy  of  conftitution  :  they  are  then  provided  with  tutors, 
to  teach  them  the  Perfian  and  Arabic  languages;  and,  at  this  early  age,  they 
are  brought  into  company,  where  they  are  taught  to  behave  with  great  gravity 
and  circumfpeftion,  to  curb  every  motion  of  impatience,  learn  all  the  punc- 
tilious ceremonies  of  the  eaftern  courts,  to  fay  their  prayers  in  public,  and 
every  exterior  of  devotion  ;  and  it  is  aftonifliing  to  fee  how  well  a  boy  of 
eight  or  nine  years  old  will  acqiiit  himfelf  in  company.  They  are  alfo 
taught  to  ride,  and  the  ufe  of  arms ;  and  are  furniflied  with  their  fliield 
and  fabre,  and  a  little  dagger  at  their  waift,  which  is  called  a  cuttarry, 
the  principal  ufe  of  which  is  to  ftab  on  occafion.  After  the  hours  of 
fchool  and  company  are  paft,  the  parents  admit  them  to  all  their  plays  and 
diverfiohs. 

This  is  the  general  education  of  all  the  great,  and  there  are  few  exceptions; 
the  poor  and  middling  fort  are  only  curbed  by  the  fliortnefs  of  their  finances; 
for  as  foon  as  they  acquire  money,  they  tread  in  the  fleps  of  their  fuperiors. 
Perfidy  aHd  Tenfuality  would  long  fince   have  defrrbycd   the  whole  nation^ 
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had  they  not  been  continually  fupplied  with  new  recruits  from  their  origiaal 
country. 

The  Pytans,  as  I  faid  before,  are  fettled  in  numerous  colonies  in  the  in- 
terior of  India,  and  chiefly  in  the  barren  and  mountainous  parts,  and  appear 
to  be  the  defcendants  of  thofe  Arabs  who  came  from  the  Gulph  of  Perita, 
whofe  power  was  broke  by  Tamerlane  and  his  fuccelTors;  but  fuch  who  had 
got  poffeffion  of  any  country  difficult  of  accefs,  maintained  themfelves  there, 
and  their  defcendants  are  the  beft  foldiers  of  the  empire,  but  are  detefted  by 
the  Moguls,  who  look  upon  them  to  exceed  themfelves  in  perfidioufnefs  and 
cruelty.  They  make  a  trade  of  hiring  themfelves  out ;  and,  if  they  have  an 
opportunity,  make  no  fcruple  of  dethroning  the  power  which  hires  them. 
As  to  the  Afghan  Pytans,  they  feldom  continue  here,  they  only  make  incur- 
fions  for  plunder,  and  return  with  their  booty.  The  Ouiteck  Calmucs,  and 
the  various  tribes  of  Tartars,  who  come  to  fettle  here,  when  they  firft  arrive, 
are  bold,  hardy,  martial  people.  They  generally  bring  a  good  horfe  with 
them,  and  are  fure  to  be  taken  into  fervice ;  for  they  are  reckoned  more  faith- 
ful than  other  Mahometans.  They  begin  as  a  fimple  cavalier,  and  are  pre- 
ferred by  degrees,  till  fome  of  them  come  to  great  commands.  At  firft  they 
abhor  the  fenfuality  and  effeminacy  of  their  mafters ;  but  by  degrees  their 
native  manners  wear  off,  they  adopt  the  luxury  they  defpifed,  they  marry  the 
women  of  the  country ;  and  their  children,  or  at  the  utmoft  their  grand- 
children, have  nothing  remaining  of  their  Tartar  origin. 

The  Perfians  are  but  a  fmall  number,  and  on  account  of  the  fairnefs  of 
their  complexion,  and  their  politenefs,  are  favourably  received  at  court,  the 
great  men  being  defirous  of  marrying  them  to  their  daughters,  that  they 
may  keep  up  the  complexion  of  their  family  5  for,  degenerate  as  the  Moors 
are,  they  are  proud  of  their  origin,  and,  as  the  Mogul  Tartars  are  a  fair-com- 
plexioned  people,  a  man  takes  his  rank  in  fome  meafure  from  his  colour. 
As  to  the  (laves  bred  up  to  the  Mahometan  religion,  they  are  much  fuch  a 
race  as  the  converts  the  Portuguefe  make  to  their  religion  -,  they  are  deftitute 
of  all  the  commendable  qualities  of  the  Gentoos,  and  acquire  only  the  bad 
ones  of  the  Mahometans. 

Hospitality  is  almoft  the  only  virtue  to  which  they  can  pretend.  It  feems 
to  be  a  refuge  from  the  opprefTion  of  the  government ;  and  many  of  them 
fcruple  a  breach  of  faith  with  any  man  they  have  entertained  under  their  roof. 
But  friendlhip  is  not  a  facred  bond  among  them ;  it  is  ever  in  their  mouths, 
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but  feldom  ufed  unlefs  to  deceive.  Their  friendfhip,  like  their  devotion,  is  all 
oftentation ;  they  will  drink  a  dram  in  the  intervals  between  each  prayer,, 
though  all  fpirituous  liquors  are  forbid  by  their  laws  :  and  they  will  ftab  while 
they  embrace  you ;  for  which  reafon  the  great  men  never  embrace  but  on  the 
left,  that  the  perfon  they  embrace  may  not  come  at  their  dagger  with  their 
right  hand.  The  Mahometans  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  enthufiafts  to 
their  religion  j  but  here  the  fedls  of  Ofman  and  Ali  never  difagree  but  about 
the  fucceffion  to  the  government  they  live  under.  There  are  but  few  mofques, 
ftill  fewer  priefts,  and  the  great  men,  though,  by  habit,  vaftly  punftual  in 
their  private  devotions,  rarely  go  to  the  public  mofques. 

The  Moors  may  be  divided  into  two  charaders ;  thofe  who  afpire  at  power,, 
«nd  thofe  who  are  in  pofleffion  of  it. 

The  former  are  brave,  aftive,  vigilant,  and  enterprizing,  fometimes  faith- 
ful to  the  party  in  which  they  engage  ;  but  once  in  pofleffion  of  power,  they 
feem  to  have  fought  it  only  to  abufe  it,  by  making  it  fubfervient  to  their 
lenfuality.  They  abandon  themfelves  to  their  pleafures,  and  feem  to  be  fat- 
tening for  a  facrifice  to  fomc  ane  that  poflTefles  thofe  qualities  themfelves  have 
loft. 

Till  the  invafion  of  Nadir  Shah,  there  was  Icarce  a  better  adminiftered 
government  in  the  world.  The  manufaftures,  commerce,  and  agriculture 
flourifhed ;  and  none  felt  the  hand  of  appreffion,  but  thofe  who  were  dan- 
gerous by  their  wealth  or  power:  but  when  the  governors  of  the  provinces 
found  the  weaknefs  of  the  Mogul,  and  each  fet  up  for  fovereign  in  his  own  pro- 
vince, they  invented  new  taxes,  which  the  landholder  was  obliged  to  levy  on  his 
tenants.  The  old  ftock  of  wealth  for  fome  time  fupported  thrsj  but  when  that 
failed,  and  the  tenants  were  ftill  preflTed  for  mare,  they  borrowed  of  ufurers 
at  an  exorbitant  intereft  ;  and  the  government  ftill  cantinuing  thefe  demands, 
the  lords  of  the  land  were  obliged  to  do  the  fame  :  but  as  all  this  while 
the  value  of  the  lands  did  not  increafe,  the  confequence  was,  that,  at  laft, 
unable  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  mortgages,  the  rents  were  feized  by  rapacious 
ufurers.  The  government  finding  the  revenues  fall  fliorter  every  year,  at  laft 
fent  collecflors  and  farmers  of  the  revenues  into  the  provinces.  Thus  the  lord 
a{  the  land  was  diverted  of  the  povrer  over  his  country,  and  the  tenants  cx- 
pofed  to  mercilefs  plunderers ;  till  the  farmer  and  manufaflurer,  finding  the 
more  they  laboured,  the  more  they  paid,  the  manufafturer,  would  work  no 
more,  the  farmer  cultivate  no  more  tha.n  was  ncceflary  for  the  bare  fubfiflencc 

of 


OP     THE     PeOPLE'oF    IndIA.  13 

of  his  family.  Thus,  this  once  flourifhing  and  plentiful  country  has  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years  been  reduced  to  fuch  mifery,  that  many  thoufands  are 
continually  perifliing  through  want.  The  crown-lands  are  ftill  worfe  off;  let 
out  to  the  higheft  bidder,  the  farmer  of  tliem  looks  no  farther  than  to  make 
the  moft  of  his  Ihort  timej  and  the  jaghire-lands  alone  remain  unplundered. 
Hence  that  equal  diftribution  of  wealth,  that  makes  the  happinefs  of  a  people, 
and  fpreads  a  face  of  chearfulnefs  and  plenty  through  all  ranks,  lias  now 
ceafedj  and  the  riches  of  the  country  are  fettled  partly  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
ufurers  and  greedy  courtiers,  and  the  reft  is  carried  out  of  the  country  by  the 
foreign  troops  taken  into  pay  to  maintain  the  governors  in  their  ufurpation. 
Thefe  grievances  have  arifen  only  fince  the  invafion  of  Nadir  Shah,  from  the 
difproportionate  number  of  forces  kept  up  by  the  revoked  governors,  whole 
necefllties  have  led  them  into  thefe  oppreflive  meafures ;  and  not  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  government :  for,  till  within  thefe  very  few  years,  merchants  were 
nowhere  better  protefted,  nor  more  at  their  eafe,  than  under  this  government} 
nor  is  there  a  part  of  the  world  where  arts  and  agriculture  have  been  more 
cultivated,  of  which  the  vaft  plenty  and  variety  of  manufadories,  and  rich 
merchants,  were  proofs  fufficient. 

Unhappily  for  the  Gentoos,  themlelves  are  made  the  miniftersof  opprefTion 
over  each  other.  The  Moormen,  haughty,  lazy,  and  voluptuous,  make  them, 
of  whom  they  have  nojealoufy,  the  minifters  of  their  opprefllon  ;  which  fur- 
ther anfwers  the  end  of  dividing  them,  and  prevents  their  uniting  to  fling  off 
the  yoke ;  and,  by  the  ftrange  intoxication  of  power,  they  are  found  ftill  more 
cruel  and  rapacious  than  their  foreign  mafters  ;  and,  what  is  more  extraordi- 
nary, the  Bramins  ftill  exceed  the  reft  in  every  abufe  of  power  ;  and  feem  to 
think,  if  they  bribe  God,  by  beftowing  a  part  of  their  plunder  on  cows  and 
Faquirs,  their  iniquities  will  be  pardoned.  Yet  at  the  fame  time,  they  fervc 
their  tyrants  with  fear  and  trembling.  There  is  no  further  connexion  between 
them  than  the  ufe  they  are  of  to  each  other.  The  Gentoo,  cool,  deliberate, 
and  indefatigable  in  application,  is  urged  on  by  the  profpeft  of  enriching 
himfelf,  while  his  mafter  finds  means  and  leifure  to  give  himfelf  up  to  his 
pleafures.  Thus  all  money  affairs  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Gentoos.  Not  only 
thole  of  the  government,  but  every  Moorman  of  rank,  and  every  merchant, 
has  his  Gentoo  agent,  who  keeps  his  accounts,  and  is  the  petty  tyrant  over  his 
tyrant's  flaves.     Thus  much  for  the  management  of  the  revenues. 

With  refpeft  to  the  executive  part  depending  on  power,  the  government 
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of  the  Moors  borders  fo  near  on  anarch}^,  ic  may  be  wondered  how  it  keeps  to- 
gether. Here  every  man  maintains  as  many  armed  men  as  the  ftate  of  his 
finances  will  admit ;  and  the  degree  of  fubmiffion  is  proportioned  to  the  means 
of  refiilance;  and  the  grand  myftery  of  their  politics  is  to  foment  this  dif- 
anion.  Whenever  any  fubje-ft  becomes  formidable,  either  by  his  wealth  or 
power,  they  prefer  the  filent  execution  of  afiafTination  to  that  of  public  juf- 
tice,  left  a  criminal  publicly  arraigned  fhould  prove  as  a  ftandard  of  fe- 
dition. 

Loyalty  and  patriotifm,  thofe  virtuous  incentives  to  great  and  noble 
actions,  are  here  unknown  ;  and  when  they  ceafe  to  fear,  they  ceafe  to  obey. 
But  to  keep  their  fears  and  miftrufts  in  perpetual  agitation,  whole  legions  of 
fpies  are  entertained  by  the  government  :  thefe  are  difperfed  all  over  the 
country  j  and,  infinuating  themlelves  into  the  families  of  the  great,  if  they 
engage  in  any  plot,  are  fure  to  betray  them  j  but  oftener  give  falfe  information 
againft  the  innocent  for  the  fake  of  reward.  The  perfon  againft  whom  they  in- 
form, ignorant  whence  the  information  comes,  in  felf-prefervation  informs 
againft  his  neareft  friends.  Thus  mutual  good  faith,  the  bond  of  fociety,  is 
broke  j  and  treachery  and  fufpiclon  embitter  every  hour  of  their  lives  :  but  ftill 
fuch  meafures  anfwer  the  end  of  the  government,  as  far  as  the  infpeftion  of 
the  fupreme  power  extends  :  in  all  thefe  great  unwieldy  empires,  they  have  no 
check  on  the  diftant  provinces  j  and  a  .governor  has  no  fooner  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  than  he  plots  how  to  break  it  with  fecurity.  In  vain  are  all 
precautions,  where  there  is  no  check  but  fear  :  whatever  calls  the  emperor 
from  the  centre  of  his  dominions,  affords  the  opportunity  of  a  revolt  j  and  this 
is  the  fource  of  all  their  revolutions.  Money  is  here  the  efTence  of  power;  for' 
the  foldiers  know  no  other  attachment  than  to  their  pay  ;  and  the  richeft 
party  becomes  the  ftrongeft. 

Another  principal  caufe  of  the  frequent  revolutions  in  this  country  is  their 
ftrange  error  in  the  government  of  their  armies.  One  would  expeft  to  fee 
good  fenfe  in  their  military  eftablifliment  at  leaft.  Their  whole  force  is  di- 
vided into  great  commands ;  and  the  pay  is  ifllied  from  the  treafury  to  the 
refpedive  generals.  Hence  the  foldiers  regard  only  the  man  from  whom  they 
receive  their  pay,  and  are  intirely  at  his  devotion,  except  indeed  the  Empe- 
ror's or  Subah's  body  guard,  which  he  pays  himfelfi  and  he  only  endeavours 
to  keep  a  kind  of  balance  of  power  among  thofe  great  officers;  he  does  not 
iludy  to  attach  the  whole  to  himfelf,  but  only  a  majority  j  the  reft  he  awes 
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with  his  power,  and  makes  them  fight  for  fear  :  and  what  is  more  extraordi- 
nar)',  he  keeps  his  troops  greatly  in  arrear,  from  a  miftaken  notion  that  they 
will  be  true  to  him  from  the  fear  of  lofing  their  pay.  The  confequence  is, 
that  if  the  invader  offers  fair,  he  wins  over  the  general  officers  to  him,  and  a 
revolution  is  at  once  effefted  j  or  elfe  they  refufe  to  take  the  field,  till  their 
arrears  are  paid ;  and  perhaps  the  treafury  is  too  low  to  fatisfy  them,  and  by 
this  delay  the  enemy  have  time  to  gather  ftrength  ;  and  finally,  when  the  day 
of  aftion  comes,  they  draw  their  fwords  but  faintly,  having  no  great  motive 
to  infpire  them  with  courage ;  while  the  invaders  are  puflied  on  by  the 
hope  of  reward  and  plunder.  On  the  other  fide  again,  when  the  Emperors,  or 
Subahs,  have  fecured  a  majority  of  their  general  officers,  and  defire  to  difmifs 
a  part  of  their  force,  they  abfolutely  refufe  to  pay  what  is  juftly  due  to  them, 
and  make  them  and  their  foldiers  quit  the  country,  or  perhaps  follow  them 
with  a  body  of  troops,  and  cut  them  in  pieces. 

An  Englifhman  cannot  but  wonder  to  fee  how  little  the  fubjedls  in  general 
are  affefted  by  any  revolution  in  the  government.  It  is  not  felt  beyond  tlie 
fmall  circle  of  the  court.  To  the  reft  it  is  a  matter  of  theutmoft  indifference 
whether  their  tyrant  is  a  Perfian  or  a  Tartar;  for  they  feel  all  the  curies  of 
power  without  any  of  the  benefits,  but  that  of  being  exempt  from  anarchy, 
which  is  alone  a  ftate  worfe  than  they  endure. 

The  laft  conquerors  of  India  were  the  Tartars,  under  the  conduft  of  Timur 
Beg,  a  fierce  and  warlike  people,  who  over-ran  China  and  Perfia;  but  their 
pofterity  degenerated  into  a  weak,  effeminate  race,  incapable  of  maintaining 
the  conquefts  acquired  by  the  bravery  of  their  anceftor;  fo  that  in  China  they 
were  foon  expelled  by  the  natives,  till  freffi  irruptions  of  their  uncorrupted 
countrymen  again  fubdued  them.  The  fame  in  Perfia,  where  the  race  of 
Tamerlane  governed  with  great  glory  for  fome  few  reigns,  till,  enervated  by 
the  contagious  foftnefs  of  the  people  they  fubdued,  they  were  unable  to  refift 
the  invaCons  of  the  hardy  mountaineers. 
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State  of  the  government  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  and  of  Bengal,  at  the  bc' 
ginning  of  the  EngUJJj  wars  in  India. 

FROM  the  conqueft  of  India  by  Tamerlane,  about  the  year  1398,  the 
throne  of  the  empire  defcended  through  a  line  of  Mahometan  princes 
to  Aurengzebej  who,  depofing  his  father  in  1666,  maintained  himfelf  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  throne  till  1707,  when  he  died.     The  revenues  of  the  em- 
pire are  faid  to  have  been  raifed  by  this  prince  to  the  annual  fum  of  thirty- 
eight  millions  of  pounds  fterling.     The  fons  of  Aurengzebe  contending  for  the 
dominions  of  their  father,  became  fubjed  to  a  combination  of  the  great  men 
of  the  empire,  who  raifed  and  depofed  at  their  pleafure  a  fucceflion  of  em- 
perors, till  Mahomet  Shah  breaking  the  fetters  of  royalty,  regained  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  of  which  he  was  in  poflfefllon  in  the  year  1738,  when 
Thomas  Kouli  Khan,  ufurper  of  the  throne  of  Perfia,    invaded  the  Mogul 
empire  with  an  army  of  an  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  men.     About  a  third 
part  of  the  number  were  fervants  and  attendants  on  the  army,  the  reft  were 
foldiers  inured  to  the  hardfhips  and  dangers  of  war;  and  they  and  their  leader 
were  animated  with  the  hopes  of  plundering  the  richeft  country  in  the  world. 
When  the  news  of  their  approach  arrived  at  Dehli,  the  imperial  city,    the 
Emperor  was  diftrafted  with  the  divided  counfels  of  his  court.     An  old 
experienced   general  intreated  his  majefty  to  allow  him  to  pick  fifty  thoufand 
of  his  troops,  with  which  he  would   give  the  invader  fufficient  employment 
to   prevent    his   coming    nearer  the  capital.     But    this    advice   was   over- 
ruled, as  being  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  King;  who  in  perfon  took  the 
field  with  an  army  of  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  befides  a  nu- 
merous train  of  attendants.     Kouli  Khan  fat  himfelf  down  with  a  river  in  the 
front  of  his  army.     The  King  encamped  on  the  plains  of  Karnal.     His  army 
was  foon  in  diforder  for  want  of  food,  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Perfian  troops 
fvvept  the  furrounding  country.     Saadit  Khan,  one  of  the  King's  generals, 
feeing   his  fellow-foldiers  diftreflcd  for  provifions,   and  ready  to  be  over- 
whelmed no  lefs  by  their  own  numbers  than  the  courage  and  aftivity  of  the 
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invader,  was  led  by  the  impiilfe  of  his  heart  to  the  tent  of  the  King ;  and, 
with  the  freedom  of  a  foldier,  told  his  mafter  that  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft  in  giving  battle  to  the  Perfians ;  and,  if  the  other  generals  refufed  to  fol- 
low him,  he  would  commence  the  attack  with  his  own  divifion  of  the  army, 
defiring  tO  die  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  rather  than  fall  ingloriouQy  through 
the  neceflity  of  hunger  into  the  power  of  the  enemy.  A  party  of  the  Per- 
fians attempting  to  feize  fome  of  the  baggage  belonging  to  the  King's  army, 
the  battle  began  between  a  fmall  number,  but  fpeedily  incieafed  by  fupplics 
on  both  fides,  till  it  became  general.  The  Indian  army  placed  great  de- 
pendance  on  their  elephants ;  Shah  Nadir  (as  Kouli  Khan  is  called)  caufed  a 
number  of  camels  to  be  fent  againft  them,  bearing  ftages  on  which  fires  were 
burning :  the  terror  this  gave  to  the  elephants  made  them  fall  back  and  dif- 
order  the  whole  army.  Before  night  came  on,  feventeen  thoufand  Indians 
were  fiain,  among  whom  were  a  great  number  of  perfons  dear  to  his  majefty, 
and  of  great  confequence  to  the  ftate.  Not  more  than  one  half  of  the  King's 
army  was  brought  to  engage  -,  many  fled  towards  the  city  ;  and  the  Perfians 
pillaged  at  difcretion,  till  they  were  interrupted  by  the  night;  in  which  the 
Perfians  buried  their  dead,  between  two  and  three  thoufand  in  number. 
About  an  equal  number  were  wounded.  A  grand  confultation  was  held  in  the 
Emperor's  prefence  during  the  night.  Nizam  al  Muhtck,  his  minifter  and 
chief  commander,  related,  in  the  moft  afte£ting  manner,  the  deplorable  ftate 
to  which  the  fortune  of  that  day  had  reduced  the  court,  and  the  danger  to 
which  the  Ernperor's  perfon  was  expofed ;  his  opinion  therefore  was  to  accom- 
modate matters  with  Shah  Nadir.  Many  on  whom  the  King  had  moft  de- 
pended, were  either  among  the  killed  or  wounded ;  and  though  the  officer  who 
gave  this  advice  to  his  majefty,  was  fufpected  of  treachery,  in  correfponding  with 
the  invader,  the  afcendency  he  had  now  acquired  laid  the  King  under  a 
necefTity  to  truft  to  his  advice.  Full  power  was  accordingly  given  him  by 
the  Emperor  to  treat  with  the  invader ;  and  the  third  day  after  the  battle  thii 
ininifter  and  another  Indian  lord  were  introduced  into  the  prefence  of  Shab 
Nadir  ;  who  faid  to  them — "  I  had  intended  to  pur  your  Emperor  and  his 
"  troops  to  the  fv/ord,  but  I  will  favour  them ;  go  tell  him  to  come  to  me, 
"  and  we  will  make  up  our  quarrel  in  a  convenient  manner." 

Mahomed  Shah,  the  Great  Mogul,   who,  but  a  few  days  before,  was 
looked  upon  by  his  fubjeds  as  poflefling  wifdom  and  power  fomewhat  mor^ 
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than  liuman  ;  whofe  titles  declared  him  King  of  all  the  Kings  of  the 
Earth,  and  Conqueror  of  the  World,  and  who  came  from  his  palace  in  all  the 
fplendour  of  the  eaft,  was  now  only  allowed  two  hundred  horfe  to  attend  him 
to  the  camp  of  Nadir  ;  who  placed  him  on  a  throne  at  his  left-hand,  and, 
after  a  few  fentences  of  ceremony,  faid  : — "  You  have  without  precaution 
"  put  your  all  to  the  ilTue  of  one  blow :  I  faw  how  you  were  entangled,  and 
"  made  you  offers  of  accommodation  ;  but  you  was  fo  ill  advifed,  or  puffed 
"  up  with  childifh  conceits,  that  you  neglefted  the  terms  of  my  friendfhip, 
''  and  abandoned  your  own  intereft.  Now  you  fee  to  what  ftreights  you  are 
"  reduced  by  the  viftorious  arms  of  Perfia.  However,  I  will  not  take  your 
"  empire  from  you  ;  I  only  mean  to  indemnify  myfelf  for  the  expence  of 
"  this  war,  which  muft  be  paid :  I  will  leave  you  in  poffeffion  of  your  domi- 
"  nions."  He  did  fo,  after  maffacreing  above  one  hundred  thoufand  of  the 
inhabitants  in  plundering  the  capital  of  Dehli,  and  killing  at  leaflr  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  more  in  his  way  through  the  country.  This  cruel  invader  re- 
turned to  his  own  city  of  Kandahar,  within  the  year  (1739)  taking  with  him 
more  than  feventy  millions  of  pounds  fterling  in  money  and  jewels. 

The  cruelty  of  Thomas  Kouli  Khan  is  faid  to  have  extorted  from  a  der- 
vife  this  bold  addrefs  : — "  If  thou  art  a  God,  aft  as  a  God ;  if  thou  art  a 
"  Prophet,  conduft  us  in  the  way  of  falvation  j  if  thou  art  a  King,  render 
■''  the  people  happy,  and  do  not  deflroy  them."  To  which  the  invader  re- 
plied— "  I  am  no  God,  to  aft  as  a  God  j  nor  a  Prophet,  to  fhew  the  way  of 
*'  falvation  j  nor  a  King,  to  render  the  people  happy  :  but  I  am  he  whom 
"  God  fends  to  the  nations  which  he  has  determined  to  vifit  with  his  wrath." 

The  power  and  dignity  of  the  Emperor  were  fo  reduced  by  this  ftroke, 
that  he  had  nothing  left  him  but  the  name  of  a  king  in  many  of  his  provinces. 
The  governors  of  them  only  kept  up  a  fliew  of  allegiance ;  and  retained  in 
their  hands  the  revenues  they  raifed  from  the  fubjefts,  to  ftrengthen  them 
in  their  ufurpation.  And,  at  the  time  the  Englifli  military  tranfaftions  firft 
made  a  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  the  heir  to  the  throne_was  a 
ftate  prifoner  to  one  of  thefe  governors. 

That  part  of  the  dominions  which  has  been  the  feat  of  theEnglifh  affairs — 
the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa — were  in  the  year  1725  governed 
by  Soujab  Caun,  who  for  his  fidelity  to  the  King  was  inverted  with  this  go- 
vernment in  his  fiimily.   Bahar  and  Oriffa  he  governed  by  deputies,  over  Ben- 
gal 
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gal  he  prefided  in  perfon,  and  the  city  of  Muxadavad,  in  the  centre  of  Bengal, 
was  the  feat  of  his  government. 

In  his  time  two  Moguls,  brothers,  named  Hadjee  Hamet,   and  Allyvherdc 
Caun,  came  to  Bengal,  powerfully  recommended  by  fome  of  the  principal 
Omrahs  at  court,  and  were  received  into  his  fervice ;  the  former  as  an  officer 
of  the  foot  foldiers,  who  immediately  attended  his  own  perfon  ;  the  other  as 
his  Hookah,  or  pipe-bearer.     Hadiee  Hamet  had  in  his  younger  days  been  at 
Mecca,  which  is  implied  by  the  title  of  Hadjee,  given  to  all  thofe  who  have 
made  that  pilgrimage.     This  alone  is  a  great  recommendation,  in  a  country 
fo  far  diftant  from  a  place,  which,  by  the  Koran,  all  Muffulmen  ought  to  vifit 
once  in  their  lives  ;  and  a  reputation  for  fandity  is  the  beft  difguife  for  an 
ambitious  man,  among  a  people  fo  full  of  enthufiafm  as  are  all  the  followers 
of  Mahomet :  it  gave  him  an  eafy  introdu6lion  to  the  great,  which  he  well 
knew  how  to  improve.     He  foon  difcovered  his  mailer's  ruling  pafTion :  to 
this   he  made  his  court,  and  faw  himfelf  in  the  road  to  greatnels  ;  but  was 
confcious  of  a  weaknefs  which  might  prove  an  invincible  obftacle  to  his  pur- 
fuits — the  want  of  that  martial  courage  fo  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  a  country 
where  no  one  is  efteemed  but  by  his  merit  as  a  foldier.  That,  he  knew,  his  bro- 
ther poiTefled  in  an  eminent  degree ;  he  therefore  determined  to  labour  for  his 
advancement,  refigning  to  him  the  glory  of  command,  and  contenting  him- 
felf with  indulging  an  ardent  thirft  after  riches.     Fame  and  dominion  were 
the  darlings  of  his  brother's  more  exalted  foul.    Thus,  neceflary  to  each  other, 
they  united  thofe  qualities  which  might  have  commanded  fuccefs  in  a  much 
greater  enterprize.     Hadjee  well  knew,  that  where  the  objedl  of  our  purfuit 
is  itfelf  criminal,  crimes  are  the  fteps  by  wjiich  we  muft  afcend  ;  no  retreat,  no 
liftening  to  the  voice  of  nature  -,  the  pafTions  themfelves  muft  be  fubfervient, 
and  confcience  hufhed.     Thus  relblved,  he  is  faid  to  have  made  a  facrifice  of 
his  own  daughter  to  his  mafter.     Admitted  a  favourite,  he  lifted  his  brother 
from  one  ftep  to  another,  till,  in  the  year  1729,  he  obtained  for  him  the 
Naboblhip  of  Patna,  where  Allyvherde  Caun  foon  made  himfelf  very  powerful ; 
for,  partly  by  policy,  in  fetting  the  Rajahs  of  that  warlike  province  at  variance 
with  each  other,  and  partly  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  he  brought  them  to  an 
entire  fubmiffion,  making  them  pay  their  tributes,  and  yet  attaching  them  to 
his  fervice.     In  the  mean  time,   Hadjee,    as  prime  minifler,  had  acquired 
great  riches  both  for  himfelf  and  his  mailer  j  but  not  chufing  to  depend  en- 
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tirely  on  the  frowns  or  finiles  of  another,  and  perhaps  fufpefting  jealoufy 
might  be  ftruggling  with  afic6lion  in  his  mafter's  bofom,  he  eyed  Patna  as  a 
fecure  retreat  J  and,  by  bribes  among  the  great  men  at  Dehli,  he  privately,  in 
1736,  obtained  aphirmaund,  or  royal  grant,  for  his  brother  to  hold  the  go- 
vernment of  Bahar,  independant  of  Bengal.  This  could  not  be  fo  fecretly 
tranfadted,  but  enough  tranfpired  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Soubah ;  who 
was  probably  meditating  revenge,  when,  in  1739,  death  furprized  him. 
His  only  fon,  Suffraz  Caun,  fucceeded  him  in  his  government,  as  well  as  in 
his  defigns  againft  the  brothers  ;  but  when  the  means  were  confidered,  he 
faw  the  artful  fabric  they  had  raifed  had  too  firm  a  bafis  for  him  to  Ihake. 
Hadjee  was  in  his  hands  ;  but  he  could  not  look  on  his  brother's  power  with- 
out trembling.  Awed  by  that,  he  determined  to  wait  a  more  proper  feafon; 
and  Allyvherde,  checked  by  his  brother's  being  in  the  Soubah's  power,  durft 
rot  attempt  any  thing  againft  him ;  fo  both  determined  to  diflemble.  Ally- 
vherde filled  his  letters  with  proteftations  of  loyalty  and  fubmiffion  -,  as  the 
Soubah  did  his  with  aflurances  of  the  confidence  he  had  in  him.  As  the 
courtiers  and  foldiers  were  moftly  enemies  to  the  brothers,  it  is  poiTible  the 
Soubah  might  in  time  have  executed  his  purpofe ;  but,  indulging  himfelf  in 
exceflive  debauchery,  even  to  that  degree  as  to  diforder  his  faculties,  he  foon 
rendered  himfelf  odious  to  his  people,  and  loft  the  afFeftions  of  thofe  who 
might  have  fupported  him.  But  nothing  hurt  him  fo  much  as  a  difgrace  he 
put  on  Jagutfeat,  the  greateft  banker,  and  perhaps  the  richeft  fubjedt  in  the 
world.  Hearing  that  his  fon.  Seat  Martabrug,  was  married  to  a  young  lady 
of  exquifite  beauty,  he  infifted  on  a  fight  of  her  :  all  the  father's  remonftrances 
were  in  vain  ;  he  perfifted,  and  even  fent  people  to  force  her  from  his  houfe ; 
faw  her,  and  fent  her  back,  poffibly  uninjured :  but  the  very  feeing  her,  in  a 
country  where  women  are  kept  concealed,  was  an  injury  never  to  be  forgiven. 
The  crafty  Hadjee  rejoiced  in  an  event  which  feemed  likely  to  add  fo  powerful 
a  family  to  their  party :  he  immediately  tendered  his  own  and  his  brother's 
fervices,  to  revenge  the  diftionour :  which  were  readily  embraced  j  and  they 
brought  over  likewife  one  AUumchand,  who  had  been  a  faithful  fervant  to  the 
father,  and  would  have  been  fo  to  the  fon,  but  had  incurred  his  difpleafure,  by 
reprefenting  too  freely  the  ill  confequences  of  his  exceffes.  They  had  a  con- 
ference ;  the  iflue  of  which  was,  that  Allyvherde  ftiould  march  from  Patna ; 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  win  as  many  of  the  general  officers  to  their  party 
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as  they  could ;  and,  if  they  were  fuccefsful,  that  AUyvherde  Caun  fhould  have 
the  Soubahfhip.     But  the  former  obftacle  remained,  Hadjee  was  ftill  in  the 
Soubah's  power.     Seat  and  Allumchand  undertook  to  get  him   removed  to 
Patna,  and  that  even  by  the  Soubah's  defire.   Accordingly,  they  reprefented  to 
the  Soubah,  "  That  Hadjee  was  tampering  with  the  general  officers ;  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  keep  him  at  court,  and  more  fo  to  attempt  his  life ;  but 
that,  as  he  was  no  foldier,  and  could  not  add  to  his  brother's  flrength,  it  was 
therefore  moft  expedient  to  fend  him  to  Patna."     The  betrayed  SufFraz  Caun 
fell  into  the  fnare  ;  and  Hadjee  received  his  difmiffion  with  great  joy.     He 
foon  joined  his  brother,  and,  by  his   artful  eloquence,  fo  glofled  over  the 
crime  with  the  flattering  expeftations  of  future  greatnefs,  that  AUyvherde,  who 
elfe  had  probably  been  content  with  the  authority  he  polTelTed,  was  dazzled  by 
the  fplendor,  and  faw  not  that  he  undertook  the  death  of  his  benefacftor's  fon 
Hadjee  gave  him  no  time  to  relent :    the  refolution  was  no  fooner  formed 
than  executed;  and,  in  December  1741,  AUyvherde  began  his  march,    firfl: 
writing  to  the  Soubah,  "  That  he  was  opprefled  with  grief  to  find  he  had  fo 
many  enemies  at  court,  who,  by  their  mifreprefentations,  had  perfuaded  him 
to  difgrace  his  brother ;    that  he  was  coming  to  fling  himfelf  at  his  feet 
and  prove  himfelf  his  loyal  fervant."     The  Soubah,  rouzed  from  his  delufive 
flumber,  would  have  taken  vigorous  meafures  ;  but  the  fame  traitors  aflljred 
him,  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  AUyvherde  Caun,  who  had  only  a 
few  troops  with  him ;  that  if  he  would  give  them  leave  to  afllire  AUyvherde 
in  his  name,  that   he  would  reftore  liis  brother  to  favour,  and  that  he  was 
convinced  of  his   fidelity,  that  AUyvherde  would  march  no  farther.     The 
Soubah  was  again  deceived  ;  and  AUyvherde,  by   this  delay  of  a  few  days 
had  time  to  gain  the  pafl"es  which  divide  Bengal  from  Bahar,  where  a  few  men 
might  have  checked  his    progrefs.     The  Soubah  upbraided  his  counfellors 
with  their  treachery,  who  pleaded,  that  themfelves  were  deceived ;  and  he 
was  now  to  put  his  life  and  government  to  the  hazard  of  a  battle.     Their 
forces  were  nearly  equal,  each  army  confifting  of  about  thirty  thoufand  men  . 
but  it  was  the  laft  day  of  his  life  that  he  was  to  experience   how  few  were 
faithful  to  him.     His  chief  reliance  was  on  his  artillery,  little  fufpedino-  his 
mafl:er  of  the  ordnance ;  who,  after  a  few  difcharges  without  fhot,  went  over 
to  the  enemy,  and  was  followed  by  many  others.     Of  all  his  commanders 
Muflet  Cooley  Caun,  Gofes  Caun,  and  Bauncer  Ally  Caun,  alone  remained 
faithful  to  him.     The  two  latter  were  killed.     Muflet  Cooley  fought  his 
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fafety  in  flight,  and  would  have  perfuaded  the  Soubah  to  do  the  fame ;  and 
his  elephant-driver  undertook  to  cany  him  fafe  to  the  city  j  bur  he  cried, 
*'  He  fcorned  to  give  way  to  the  rebels ;"  and  rufhed  with  his  guards  into 
the  thickeft  of  the  enemy,  where,  by  his  great  efforts,  he  kept  the  event  for 
fome  time  dubious,  till,  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  yielded  to  the  fuperior 
fortune  of  his  rival,  Muflet  Cooley  Caun  fled  for  Cuttack,  of  which  he  was 
governor  iVhile  Ally vherde,  joined  by  Suff"raz  Caun's  army,  entered  Muxada- 
vad,  March  30,  1742;  and  foon  fhewed  he  wanted  only  a  juft  title  to  make 
him  worthy  of  this  high  fliation.  Contrary  to  the  general  practice,  he  flied 
no  blood  after  the  action,  contenting  himfelf  with  putting  Sufl^raz  Caun's 
children  under  gentle  confinement. 

His  firfl:  aft  was  to  fend  for  Hadjee,  whom  he  had  left  at  Patna,  that  he 
miglit  have  the  anifl:ance  of  his  fuperior  judgment  in  maintaining  what  his 
own  bravery,  direfted  by  his  brother's  counfck,  had  acquired  :  and,  having 
rewarded  his  party  with  the  pofbs  lately  filled  by  his  adverfaries,  diflributed 
part  of  his  treafure  among  them,  and  received  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Rajahs, 
and  all  the  great  men,  he  took  the  field,  with  a  feleft  body  of  Pattans  added 
to  his  forces,  under  the  command  of  Mufl:apha  Caun,  a  general  of  diftrn- 
guiftied  merit :  then,  appointing  his  brother  governor  in  his  abfence,  he  began 
his  march  againfl:  MuflTet  Cooley  Caun,  who  was  in  Cuttack  with  the  remains 
of  Suffraz  Caun's  party.  After  a  fliort  and  unfuccefsful  refiflrance,  he  fled 
with  all  his  followers  to  Decan,   and  never  more  difturbed  the  Soubah. 

He  had  but  a  fliort  time  to  indulge  himfelf  in  the  pleafing  thoughts  of 
being  in  quiet  pofl^effion  of  the  three  provinces,  when  he  was  fuddenly 
alarmed  with  an  invafion  of  eighty  thoufand  Mharattas  ;  who,  entering  over 
the  Berbohim  hills,  made  it  doubtful  whether  he  could  reach  his  capital  in  time 
to  preferve  it. 

It  may  be  necefl'ary  here  to  fay  who  the  Mharattas  are,  and  what  their  prc- 
tenfions  in  Bengal. 

The  Rajah  of  Sittarah,  commonly  called  the  Sou  Rajah,  a  corruption  of 
the  family  name  of  Sehoo,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy  of  the 
independant  Rajahs,  who  poflefs  all  the  country  called  the  promontory  of 
India,  from  Gaujam  weft  to  Guzzerat :  and  Aurengzebe  finding  all  his 
endeavours  to  conquer  them  in  vain,  and  that  they  harralTed  the  Decan  and 
other  provinces  bordering  on  their  territory,  was  at  laft  glad  to  make  peace 
with  them  on  their  own  terms.     Thefe  were,  the  independant  enjoyment  of 
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the  above  countries,  exclufive  of  the  port  of  Surat,  and  the  quarter  part  of 
the  revenues  of  Decan,  for  which  a  certain  fum  was  ftipulated,  which  was 
called  the  Chout ;  but  the  treaty  was  never  ftrittly  obfcrved  on  either  fide. 
Wiien  the  Emperors  had  no  other  wars  on  their  hands,  they  refufed  to  pay  the 
chout ;  and  when  there  v/ere  any  inteftine  divifions  in  the  Mogul  empire,  the 
Mharattas  never  failed  to  extend  their  boundaries  ;  till,  gathering  new  ftrength 
as  the  Mogul's  declined,  they  encreafed  their  demands  to  the  chout  of  the 
whole  empire,  to  which  the  weak  Emperors  were  obliged  to  fubmit.  This 
year  the  Sou  Rajah  fent  to  demand  the  chout.  The  Emperor,  brought  to  the 
laft  ftate  of  imbecillity  by  the  invafion  of  Nadir  Shah,  and  unable  either  to 
refift  or  comply,  propofed  to  them,  among  other  expedients,  to  fend  a  force 
againft  Allyvherde  Caun,  to  receive  the  revenues  of  the  two  lafl-  years,  fend 
his  and  his  brother's  head  to  court,  and  reinftate  the  family  of  Sujah  Caun. 
The  Mharattas  gladly  embraced  a  propofal  which  feemed  to  infure  them  the 
conqueft,  or  at  leaft  the  plunder  of  three  rich  provinces. 

As  their  force  confifts  folely  of  light  horfe,  they  made  fuch  rapid  marches, 
that  their  arrival  was  the  firft  notice  the  Soubah  had  of  their  intentions  -,  and 
he  was  then  unfortunately  at  the  very  extremity  of  his  territories.  By  forced 
marches  he  reached  the  province  of  Burdwan  ;  but  finding  the  enemy  muft  be 
up  with  him  Ihould  he  attempt  to  join  his  brother,  he  there  intrenched  him- 
felf,  and  was  foon  furrounded  by  the  Mharattas,  who,  though  fuperior  in 
number,  did  not  attempt  to  force  him.  Bofcar  Pundit,  the  Mharatta  general, 
now  fent  a  meflfenger  to  acquaint  him  with  his  demands ;  which  were,  the 
revenue  due  to  the  crown,  the  chouts  of  the  two  laft  years,  the  treafures  of 
Soujah  Caun  and  SuflFraz  Caun ;  and  that  for  the  future  the  Sou  Rajah  fhould 
have  officers  of  his  own  to  colledl  the  chout,  in  every  diftrift  of  the  three  pro- 
vinces. The  intrepid  Allyvherde,  exafperatcd  to  hear  fuch  haughty  terms,, 
boldly  refolved  to  fight  his  way  through  the  enemy,  and  join  his  brother. 
He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Pattans  ;  who,  animated  by  his  example,, 
and  the  promife  of  reward,  charged  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  foon  cut  their 
way  through  the  enemy,  and  gained  the  high  road  to  the  capital.  They  were 
followed  by  the  v/hole  Mharatta  army  for  three  days  together,  till  at  laft  they 
reached  the  town  of  Cutwa,  where  happily  the  river  was  fordable ;  and  here 
his  fituation  admitted  of  a  little  reft :  but  when  he  formed  his  forces  for 
pafling  the  river,  he  found  them  reduced  to  no  more  than  three  thoufand 
Pattans ;  the  reft  of  his  army,  confifting  rnollly  of  Bengal  troops,  the  worft 
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foldiers  in  the  empire,  had  taken  the  opportunity,  while  the  enemy  was  em- 
ployed againfl  the  Pattans,  of  marching  off  towards  Cuttack.  The  Soubah 
now  faw,  that  the  dangers  pafl  were  far  fliort  of  thofe  in  profpeft ;  but, 
matter  of  himfelf  at  all  times,  he  betrayed  no  fenfe  of  fear  ;  and  he  gave  his 
orders  with  a  chearfulnefs  which  was  to  his  troops  a  certain  omen  of  fuccefs. 

There  was  one  pafs  only  by  which  the  Mharattas  could  come  to  attack 
him,  before  he  gained  the  river  :  this  he  gave  in  charge  to  Muftapha  Caun, 
affifted  by  Zaindee  Hamet  Caun,  Hadjee's  eldeft  fon,  and  Meer  Jaffier  with 
eio-hty  Pattans,  with  orders  to  maintain  it  till  the  whole  army  crofled  the 
river.  The  Mharattas,  imagining  the  Soubah  propofed  to  continue  at  Cutwa 
till  joined  by  his  brother,  flood  for  fome  time  aftoniflied  at  the  defperate  at- 
tempt ;  but  when  they  faw  his  army  in  the  river,  enraged  to  fee  their  prey 
efcape  out  of  their  hands,  they  attacked  the  defile  with  the  beft  of  their 
troops  ;  but  all  the  efforts  were  in  vain  againfl:  the  brave  Pattans,  who  obeyed 
their  orders  with  the  lofs  of  half  their  number,  and  joined  the  Soubah  with 
the  refl  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river;  and,  in  this  memorable  affair,  Meer 
Jaffier  is  faid  to  have  killed  ten  Mharattas  with  his  own  hand.  Their  valour 
was  amply  rewarded  by  their  generous  mailer,  who,  on  his  arrival  at  Muxa- 
davad,  prefented  Muflapha  Caun  with  ten  lacks  of  rupees  *,  and  the  refl:  in 
proportion.  The  Soubah  upbraideii  his  brother  in  the  fevereft:  terms  for  his 
cowardice,  in  not  coming  to  his  anifl:ance ;  who  pleaded,  that,  giving  him 
over  for  loft,  he  employed  his  time  in  fortifying  the  cityj  which  the  Soubah 
found  fufficiently  fl:rong  againfl:  an  army  which  had  no  cannon.  He  had  now 
flruck  fuch  a  terror  into  his  enemies,  and  had  fo  well  efl:abliflied  his  cha- 
rafter  as  a  foldier,  that  the  Mharattas,  not  daring  to  attempt  the  city,  con- 
tented themfelves  with  ravaging  the  country  all  round,  till  the  approach  of 
the  rains  obliged  them  to  retire  back  Into  the  Burdwan  province,  and  put  an 
end  to  their  operations. 

The  Soubah,  on  his  accelTion,  had  ordered  large  levies  of  troops  in  the 
province  of  Bahar  j  fo  that  in  October,  the  rains  being  over,  he  again  took 
the  field  at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men.  The  Mharattas  alfo  increafed 
their  ftrength  by  the  dcfertion  of  Meer  Hubbib  from  the  Soubah's   party, 

•  The  rupee  is  a  filver  coin,  llruck  in  the  Mogul's  mints,  with  an  infcription  of  his  name  and 
titles,  the  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  place  at  which  it  was  ilruck.  It  weighs  from  7  dwts.  10  -f 
gr.  to  7  dwts.  II  gr.  and  the  proportion  of  allay  to  fine  filver  is  as  i  or  2  to  100.  One  hundred 
thoufand  rupees  make  a  lack,  which  is  equal  to  12,500!.  fterling  j  one  hundred  lacks  a  cjofej 
oneiiundred  crores  an  arrib. 

who 
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who  carried  fome  cannon  with  him.  He  had  been  deputy  governor  of  Dacca, 
but  being  called  to  the  Soubah's  court,  to  anfwer  to  fome  crime  laid  to  his 
charge,  he  rather  chofe  to  trufl  himfelf  v/ith  the  enemies  of  Iiis  country,  than 
abide  the  refentment  of  an  injured  mailer;  and  his  great  knowledge  of  the 
country  made  him  very  ufeful  to  them. 

The  Mharattas,  according  to  their  ufual  pradice,  would  never  venture 
a  general  aftion,  but  endeavoured  to  bring  the  Soubah  to  terms  by  har- 
raffing  his  troops  and  plundering  his  country.  The  Soubah  fent  to  offer 
peace  ;  but  the  Mharattas,  to  their  former  terms,  added  that  of  the  refignatiou 
of  his  government  to  Suffraz  Caun's  eldeft  fon.  Provoked  at  this,  the  lubtle 
Hadjee  tempted  his  brother  to  try  what  treachery  could  effeft.  A  conference 
was  propofed  and  accepted.  A  tent  was  pitched  between  both  armies :  and 
Bofchar  Pundit,  relying  on  the  Soubah's  oath  on  the  Koran  for  his  perfonal 
fafety,  advanced  with  thirteen  of  his  general  officers :  The  tent  was  double, 
and  lined  with  armed  men,  who,  on  the  fignal  given,  ruflied  on  the  unpre- 
pared Mharattas,  and  cut  them  to  pieces  in  fight  of  their  own  army,  who 
breathed  inftant  revenge  ;  but  the  Sgubah  advancing  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
ftruck  terror  into  a  multitude  without  commanders,  and  the  Mharattas,  by  a 
fpeedy  flight,  difappointed  him  of  his  hopes  of  bringing  them  to  a  general 
engagement.  The  only  revenge  in  their  power  was  ravaging  the  country, 
which  they  did  moft  effeftually,  burning  the  towns,  and  deftroying  the  inha- 
bitants without  regard  to  fex  or  age.  The  Soubah  purl'ued  them  fo  clofely, 
that  he  at  laft  drove  them  back  over  the  Berbohim  hills,  having  killed  many 
in  different  Ikirmifhes,  and  making  a  number  of  prifoners. 

The  flattering  profpeft  was  but  as  a  fudden  calm,  while  the  clouds  gather 
together  to  return  with  greater  violence;  for  advice  was  now,  1744,  brought 
of  a  frefli  army  of  Mharattas  entering  by  the  way  of  Cuttack,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Ragojec;  and  of  another,  by  the  way  of  Patna,  commanded  by  Bala- 
jerowj  general  to  the  Sou  Rajah;  each  of  fixty  thoufand  horfe.  But,  though 
independent  of  each  other,  they  agreed  to  aft  in  concert,  and  make  an  equal 
divifion  of  all  plunder  and  advantages  that  might  be  obtained. 

The  Soubah,  who  was  returning  from  Berbohim,  apprehenfive  of  being 
inclofed,  regained  Cutwa  by  fpeedy  marches,  and  proceeded  to  his  capital 
with  a  mind  full  of  anxiety  at  the  mortification  of  being  obliged  to  leave  his 
country  expofed  to  mercilefs  plunderers.  He  made  fuch  additional  works  to 
ihe  city  as  thefhort  time  would  permit ;  and,  leaving  it  under  the  charge  of 
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Hadjee,  he  took  the  field  again  with  an  army  of  obfervation,  compofed  of 
troops  whofe  bodies  were  half  exhaufted  by  fatigue,  and  their  minds  fpiritlefs 
through  defpondency.  But  behold  a  dawn  of  hope !  He  foon  traced  the 
marks  of  difccrd  between  the  two  Mharatta  generals ;  and,,  by  the  mediation 
of  Sarfarowj  a  conference  was  confented  to  by  the  Soubah  and  Balajerow,  at 
which  a  peace  was  concluded  on  the  following  terms  :  The  Soubah  paid 
twenty-two  lacks  for  the  chout  of  the  two  laft  years,  engaged  to  pay  it  regu- 
larly for  the  future^  and,  it  is  faid,  gave  a  krge  fum  as  a  prefent  to  the  ge- 
neral himfelf;  who,  on  his  part,  promifed  to  retire  out  of  the  country,  and 
to  affifc  in  driving  out  the  other  Mharatta  army  alfo.  Balajerow  did  indeed 
retire  himfelf,  but  left  the  Soubah  to  fight  it  out  with  his  confederate ;  who, 
being  no  match  for  the  Soubah,  divided  his  forces  into  fmall  bodies,  and  laid 
wafte  whatever  had  been  fpared  by  his  predeceffors,  till  the  rains,  and  the 
Soubah's  purfuit,  once  more  drove  them  out  of  the  country. 

The  next  year  they  renewed  the  fame  fcene;  but  the  Soubah  attacked  them; 

fo  clofely,  that  he  cleared  the  country  of  them  early  in  March  1745,  Orifla 

and  Cuttack  only  remaining  in  their  hands  :  and  now  he  promifed  himfelf 

fome  refpite,  at  leaft  till  the  month  of  OAober.     He  this  year  appointed 

Zaindee  Hamet  Caun  Nabob  of  Patna ;  who  fet  out  for  that  province  with  a 

confiderable  body   of  troops,  to   prevent  the   incurfions    of  the   province. 

About  this  time  the  Soubah  firft  conceived  a  jealoufy  of  the  great  reputation 

of  his  general  Muftapha  Caun,  who,  by  his  bravery,  and  unlimited  profufioa- 

to   his  Pattans,  had  made  himfelf  extremely  beloved  by  them ;  crimes  fuffi- 

eient  to  render  him  obnoxious,  under  a  government  depending  intirely  on 

military  power,  and  where  there  is  no  medium  between  fupreme  command 

and  abjeft  flavery.     The  generous   open  temper  of  the    man  confidered,  I 

doubt  much  whether  the  Soubah's  fuipicions   were  juftly   founded;  but   his 

•death  was  refolved  on ;  and  it  was  determined  to  aflaflinate  him  the  firft  time 

k'e  camfe  to  court.     Muftapha  was  too  much  beloved  to  have  it  kept  a  fecret 

from  him.     To  be  warned  was  fufiicient  to   be   fafe.     His  firft  thoughts 

prompted  him  to  revenge ;  v/hich  he  was  powerful  enough  to  execute,  but 

«ould  not  refolve  to  fpill  the  blood  of  a  man  he  once  loved.     He  rather  chofe 

to  quit  the  country  v«th  his  Pattans,  and  was  followed  by  Sumfecr  Caun  at 

the  head  of  a  confiderable  body  more.     They  took  their  route  towards  Bahar^^ 

intending  to  pafs  through  that  province  into  their  own  country. 

TtJS- brothers,  alarmed  at  fo  great  a  defeftion,  and  fenfible  no  enemy  is 

I.  f». 
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fo  dangerous  as  an  injured  friend,  but,  above  all,  apprehenfive  of  their  join- 
ing the  Mharattas,  by  great  rewards  and  greater  promifes,  attached  the  reft 
of  the  Pattans  to  them.  The  Pattans,  not  fufpeding  any  purfuit,  had 
marched  but  flowly,  and  were  overtaken  near  Patna.  Receiving  advice  at 
the  fame  time,  that  Zaindee  Hamet  Caun  was  marching  from  that  city 
toward  them,  they  inftantly  determined  to  face  about  and  attack  the  Soubah, 
whofe  forces  were  little  fuperior  to  their  own.  The  battle  began  with  the 
moft  promifing  appearance  of  fuccefs  for  the  Pattans,  till  Muftapha  Caun, 
borne  away  by  the  torrent  of  his  palTion,  endeavoured  with  too  great  impc- 
tuofity  to  penetrate  that  part  where  the  Soubah  was,  but  met  with  a  refiftance 
equally  brave,  and  received  his  death's  wound  from  an  arrow  lodged  in  his 
eye.  The  Pattans,  as  if  their  general  was  their  only  fource  of  life  and 
courage,  inftantly  fled,  and  with  their  general  Sumfeer  Caun,  reached  their 
own  country. 

The  brothers  never  efcaped  a  greater  danger ;  and  in  the  frenzy  of  their 
joy,  forgetting  the  great  fervices  they  had  received  from  the  unfortunate 
Muftapha,  they  fhamefully  expofed  his  remains  to  be  carried  in  an  ignomi- 
nious manner  through  the  ftreets  of  Patna. 

The  Mharattas,  in  this  and  the  following  year,  1746-7.  again  renewed 
their  incurfions.  All  the  Soubah  could  do,  was,  to  cover  the  country  to 
the  eaft  of  the  Ganges  j  north  and  weft  from  Cuttack  to  Rajahmant,  lay  de- 
folate  and  uncultivated.  Indeed  they  were  not  fo  numerous ;  the  country 
that  had  been  fo  long  expofed  to  them,  would  no  longer  fupport  fuch  vaft 
armies.  But  while  his  attention  was  taken  up  by  them,  a  greater,  and 
more  unexpefted  misfortune  befel  him.  The  fugitive  Sumfeer  Caun  returned, 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  at  the  head  of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Pattans, 
on  a  projeft  concerted  between  him  and  Meer  Hubbib,  for  the  plunder  of 
Patna.  Of  this  Hadjee  had  fome  intelligence,  and  haftened  to  afiift  his  fon 
with  his  counfels.  Sumfeer  Caun  arrived  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Ganges, 
within  a  few  hours  march  of  the  city,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  of 
Patna,  feigning  contrition  for  what  was  paft,  and  defiring  his  interceffion 
with  the  Soubah  to  reftore  him  to  favour.  Hadjee  advifed  him  to  try  the 
fame  ftratagem  which  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  againft  Bofchar  Pudnit ;  but  his 
fon,  whether  from  fcruple  or  fear,  hefitated,  and  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he 
was  not  impowered  to  promife  him  pardon,  but  had  wrote  to  the  court  in 
his  behalf.    The  orders  foon  arrived,  which  were,  to  follow  his  father's  in^ 

E  2  ftruftions. 
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ftruftions.  The  Soubah,  at  the  fame  time,  the  better  to  deceive  the  Pat- 
tans,  wrote  to  Sumfeer  Caun,  that  he  gladly  accepted  his  fervices,  and 
prefTed  his  march  to  Muxadavad.  This  propofal  Sumfeer  Caun  made  ufe  of 
to  crofs  the  river,  giving  out  he  intended  to  march  on  to  Bengal.  Both 
parties  defired  a  conference  with  the  fame  treacherous  views.  It  was  fettled 
they  fliould  meet  on  a  plain  before  the  city,  where  a  tent  was  pitched,  binder 
which  Hadjee  had  contrived  to  fink  a  mine,  which  was  to  be  fired  as  foon  as 
Zaindee  Hamet  Caun  retired. 

SuMSEER  came  at  the  time  appointed,  attended  by  a  chofen  band ;  each 
party  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  defigns,  by  moft  exaggerated  aflurances 
of  mutual  friendfhip.  On  Zaindee  Hamet's  rifing  to  take  his  leave,  Sumfeer 
Caun  and  his  followers  drew  their  fabres,  and  cut  down  the  Nabob  and 
thofe  that  attempted  to  defend  him.  In  this  confufion  the  mine  was  neg- 
lefted,  and  the  Pattans  advanced  and  entered  the  city  with  the  fugitives, 
where  they  took  old  Hadjee  prifoner  as  he  was  attempting  to  efcape  in  dif- 
guife.  No  ftratagem,  Jio  wily  art  could  avail.  After  fuffering  every  indig- 
nity which  wanton  cruelty  could  fuggeft,  he  was  feverely  fcourged,  and 
mounted  on  an  afs,  with  his  legs  tied  under  the  belly,  and  thus  was  led  the 
fame  tour  he  himfelf  had  appointed  for  Muftapha  Caun.  Frefh  tortures  were 
then  inflifted  on  him ;  and  more  were  in  referve,  till  one  of  his  guards, 
pitying  his  great  age  and  fufFerings,  conveyed  him  a  dofe  of  poifon,  which 
put  a  period  to  his  miferable  life. 

Thus  Hadjee  Hamet  defervcdly  met  the  fame  doom  himfelf  had  fentenced 
others  too,  arid  gave  the  world  an  inflance  more  of  the  incompatibility  of 
wickednefs  with  happinefs. 

Allyvherde  Caun  was  for  fome  time  inconfokble  for  this  misfortune.  In 
his  brother  he  loft  the  faithful  pilot,  who  had  fuccefsfully  fleered  the  vcflel, 
in  which  their  common  fortunes  were  embarked,  through  all  the  ftorms  and 
dangers  of  ufurped  authority ;  and  in  Zaindee  Hamet,  the  prop  and  ftaff  of 
his  declining  years,  to  whom  he  had  given  one  of  his  daughters  in  marriage, 
and  whom  he  had  deftined  for  his  fucceflbr  in  the  foubahfhip,  of  which  his 
great  merit  rendered  him  every  way  worthy.  But  frelh  dangers  foon  roufed 
him  from  his  lethargy.  Agreeable  to  the  plan  concerted  between  Sumfeer 
Caun  and  Mecr  Plubbib,  the  Mharattas  now  entered  the  country  by  the  Ber- 
bohim  pafs,  while  Sumfeer  Caun  advanced  with  his  Pattans  towards  the 
Soubah,  who  had  already  taken  the  field,  to  revenge  his  brother's  death. 
5  His 
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His  firft  ftep  was  to  endeavour,  by  forced  marches,  to  prevent  their  junftion. 
The  three  armies,  thus  marching  towards  each  other,  met  at  Bogglepore,  as 
at  one  common  centre,  which  they  all  reached  at  the  fame  time  i  but  with 
this  circumftance,  that  the  Soubah  found  himfelf  between  their  armies,  both 
now  ready  to  attack  him.  In  this  dilemma,  his  fuperior  genius,  ever  fruit- 
ful in  refources,  fuggefted  to  him  an  expedient,  which  extricated  him  from 
the  greateft  danger  he  was  ever  yet  expofed  to.  The  Pattans,  he  knew,, 
fought  from  a  principle  of  revenge  for  the  death  of  Muftapha,  and  from  an 
attachment  for  their  furviving  mafter  j  but  the  Mharattas  for  plunder  only  ;. 
leaving  therefore  his  camp  ftanding,  he  advanced  brifldy  towards  the  Pattans, 
who  ftood  him  the  hardeft  ftruggle  he  had  ever  yet  been  engaged  in,  but  which 
ended  in  their  total  rout  by  the  death  of  their  commander  Sumfeer.  This 
ftratagera  had  its  utmofl  efFedl.  The  Mharattas,  regardlefs  of  the  views  o£ 
their  general,  and  unreftrained  by  m.ilitary  laws,  inftead  of  attacking  the 
Soubah's  rear,  fell  to  plundering  his  camp,  regardlefs  of  all  the  exhortations  of 
their  officers.  The  Soubah,  after  the  Pattans  were  once  broken,  inftead  of 
purfuing  them,  found  the  Mharattas  plundering  his  camp  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fiifion.  Thus,  incapable  of  making  any  ftand,  they  were  totally  routed  with 
very  little  lofs  to  the  Soubah,  who,  thus  revenged  for  the  lofs  of  his  faithful 
brother  and  beloved  nephew,  returned  to  the  capital. 

The  Mharattas  never  ceafed  their  incurfions,  but  kept  him  alraoft  con- 
tinually in  rhe  field ;  and  the  little  refpite  he  had,  was  fully  taken  up  in  con- 
triving means  to  raife  money,  to  fupport  the  immenfe  expences  he  was  at  in 
maintaining  forces  againft  them,  to  which  he  obliged  every  body  to  contri- 
bute :  nor  did  the  European  fettlements  efcape,  but,  in  1747,  were  obliged 
to  pay  their  quota ;  he  obferving  always  this  policy ;  not  to  demand  it  of 
them  all  at  the  fame  time,  as  he  wifely  judged  their  union  only  could  make 
them  formidable. 

At  laft,  in  175.0,  a  firm  treaty  was  fettled  with  the  Sou  Rajah,  by  which 
the  province  of  Cuttack  was  given  up  to  him,  and  the  chout  was  fettled  at 
twelve  lacks  per  annum^  fince  which  they  have  never  molefted  thefe  provinces. 
The  only  alarm  he  ever  met  with  after  this,  was  the  march  of  Monfur  Ally 
Caun,  Vifir  of  the  empire,  into  the  province  of  Bahar.  I  am  not  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  motives  of  his  coming:  but  he  proceeded  as  far  as  Patna  j 
and  it  is  probable,  if  he  had  continued  his  march  to  Bengal,  the  Soubah's 
troops,  awed  with  the  pomp  of  royal  authority,  and  indeed  inferior  in  every 
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Tefpedt,  would  not  have  drawn  a  fword  for  him.  Whatever  the  Vilir'i  inten- 
tions were,  the  intrigues  carrying  on  againft  him  at  court  obliged  him  to  re- 
turn. Allyvherde  Caun  made  him  a  magnificent  prefenti  and  the  Vifir,  in 
return,  confirmed  him  in  his  foubahfhip,  on  condition  of  his  remitting  yearly 
to  court  fifty-two  lacks  of  rupees,  in  which  he  v/as  afterwards  very  punftual. 

We  have  feen  this  brave  ufurper  ftruggling  through  difficulties  which  no- 
thing but  the  utmoft  conftancy  and  intrepidity  could  furmount.  Let  us  now 
follow  him  through  the  more  pleafing  fcenes  of  domeftic  life  and  public  tran- 
quillity. His  great  age,  being  now  in  his  feventy-third  year,  the  low  ftate  of 
his  treafuiy,  and  the  diftrefled  condition  of  the  provinces,  which  had  been 
expofed  to  the  Mharattas,  and  lay  uncultivated,  and  the  manufactures  lo{t» 
all  required  the  reft  of  peace,  wliich  henceforward  it  was  his  whole  attention  to 
preferve.  I  mentioned  before,  he  had  no  fons  of  his  own ;  he  therefore 
treated  as  fuch  the  ifTue  of  Hadjee,  who  wereNowagis  Mahmud  Caun,  mar- 
ried to  his  eldeft  daughter,  Sid  Hamet,  and  three  fons  of  Zaindee  Hamet. 
The  eldeft  of  Zaindee  Hamet's  fons,  named  Mirza  Mahmud,  a  lad  of  feven- 
teen  years  of  age,  he  adopted  himfelf ;  and  took  into  his  family  the  youngeft, 
named  Merzee  Mundee  j  but  the  fecond,  called  Fazeel  Cooley  Caun,  was 
adopted  by  Nowagis  Mahmud  Caun.  Nowagis,  the  eldeft  of  Hadjee's 
-children,  he  made  Nabob  of  Dacca,  with  the  whole  revenue  of  that  rich  pro- 
vince to  maintain  his  court  j  Sid  Hamet  was  made  Nabob  of  Purhunea,with  the 
enjoyment  of  its  revenues  ;  and  Mirza  Mahmud  was  made  nominal  Nabob  of 
Patna.  But  the  old  man  well  knew  that  no  Muffulman  was  to  be  trufted  with 
the  power  annexed  to  that  nabobftiip ;  and  therefore  fent  one  Joninam,  a  Gen- 
too,  as  deputy  governor,  always  obferving  to  vifit  that  province  once  a  year 
himfelf.  And  having  thus  trufted  the  diftant  provinces  to  thofe  he  thought 
he  could  confide  in,  he,  in  175 1,  dift)anded  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces, 
relying  on  his  reputation  in  arms,  to  keep  his  neighbours  in  awe. 

Until  the  year  1752,  it  was  imagined  he  intended  Nowagis  Mahmud  Caun 
for  his  fucceflbr  ;  but  whether  he  thought  his  narrow  genius  unequal  to  the 
taflc  of  government,  or  was  more  particularly  biafled  by  his  great  affeiftion  to 
Mirza  Mahmud,  he  this  year  aflbciated  the  latter  in  the  government,  declared 
him  his  fucceflbr,  and  procured  him  from  court  the  title  of  Surajah  al  Dow- 
la*.  This  was  the  fignal  of  diflenfionj  and  henceforward  his  court  was 
a  continued  fcene  of  feuds  and  animofities  betwixt  the  contending  parties. 
Moft  people  who  oblervcd  the  ftrift  union  between  the  two  nephews;  that 
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she  eldeft  had  amafled  great  riches,  and,  though  a  weak  effeminate  man  him- 
felf,  had  for  his  prime  minifler  one  Hoflein  Cooley  Caun,  an  able  politician, 
and  much  efteemed  by  the  army  •,  and  the  other  nephew  pofieiTed  of  a  riclv 
province,  well  fecured  by  rivers  and  mountains,  and  daily  increafmghis  forcesi 
and  compared  with  thefe  the  unpromifing  qualities  of  SurajahDowla,  who  was 
continually  immerfed  in  debauchery,,  drinking  to  the  utmofb  excefs,  chufing 
his  companions  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  giving  every  indication  of 
a  vicious  and  corrupt  mind;  moft  people,  I  fay,  little  imagined  the  fucceflion- 
would  ever  fall  to  him.  But,  in  1754,  the  balance  feemed  to  incline  to 
him  ;  for  the  Soubali  determined  in  his  favour ;  and,  apprehenfive  Nowagis 
mio-ht  prove  too  powerful  for  him,  thought  it  expedient  to  deprive  him  of 
his  chief  fupport  in  Hofiein  Cooley  Caunj  but  as  his  nephew  was  deputy  go- 
vernor of  Dacca,  they  began  with  him,  left  Hoflein  Cooley  Caun  fhould  fuf- 
peft  dieir  intentions,  retire  to  Dacca,  and  fet  up  for  himfelf.  The  condudl 
of  this  affair  was  left  toSurajah  Dowla,  who  chofe  for  his  inftrument  one  Aga 
Saddoe,  whofe  father  was  governor  of  Chittigong,  but  refided  at  Dacca.  Tlie 
fon,  an  extravagant  debauched  youth,  was  then  under  confinement  at  Nowa- 
gis Mahmud  Caun's  palace,  being  left  there  as  hoftage  till  he  paid  a  large 
film  due  for  the  revenues  of  his  government.  Surajah  Dowla  affifted  him  in 
his  efcape.  He  landed  at  Dacca  the  firft  of  December  1755,  and  engaged  his 
father  in  the  enterprize,  deluded  probably  by  thepromife  of  Surajah  Dowla  to 
make  him  governor  of  Dacca.  The  father  and  fon,  with  twelve  of  their  de- 
pendants, furprized  the  governor  in  the  dead  of  night,  and,  after  fome  little 
refiftance,  in  which  the  father  was  wounded,  they  cut  off"  his  head,  and  pro- 
claimed it  to  be  done  by  the  order  of  Surajah  Dowla  :  b  ut  the  next  day, 
an  order  arriving  from  Nowagis  Mahmud  Caun,  to  feize  Aga  Saddoe, 
the  great  men  of  the  city  immediately  afl"embled  their  forces,  and  at- 
tacked him.  The  fon,  with  fome  of  his  defperate  followers,  cut  their  way 
through  their  opponents,  and  made  their  efcape  ;  but  the  father,  and  the 
reft  of  their  party,  were  killed.  This  news  reaching  the  capital,  the  different 
parties  were  immediately  in  arms  ;  but  the  old  Soubah  aflfuring  his  nephew 
that  Aga  Saddoe  had  made  this  attempt  entirely  in  revenge  for  his  confinc-- 
■ment,  the  weak  timid  Nowagis  was  appeafed,  and  the  confequence  was,  that 
SurajahDowla,  a  few  days  after,  murdered  Hoflein  Cooley  Caun  in  the  ftreets 
of  Muxadavad.  This  pufillanimous  condudl  of  Nowagis,  made  many  quit? 
kis  party,  apprehenfive  of  the  fame  face.     The  old  Soubah  nov/  gave  evident. 
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figns  of  his  approaching  end.  Men's  wifhes  and  inclinations  are  apt  to  de- 
ceive their  judgments.  Surajah  Dovvla  daily  rendered  himfelf  more  odious; 
and  great  reliance  was  had  on  the  union  of  the  two  brothers.  But  provi- 
dence, for  its  own  wife  ends,  favoured  this  youth  with  rapid  fuccefs.  Novvagis 
and  Sid  Hamet  both  died  a  natural  death,  within  a  month  of  each  otiier ; 
and  AUyvherde  followed  them,  April  the  loth,  1756,  firft  giving  Surajah 
Dowla  the  keys  of  his  treafure,  and  declaring  his  defire  that  he  fhould  fuc- 
ceed  him.  I  have  before  mentioned  Surajah  Dowla,  as  giving  to  hard-drink- 
ing ;  but  AUyvherde,  in  his  laft  illnefs,  forefeeing  the  ill  coniequences  of 
his  excefles,  obliged  him  to  fwear  on  the  Koran,  never  more  to  touch  any 
intoxicating  liquor ;  which  he  ever  after  ftriftly  obferved.  But  the  exceflfes 
he  had  already  committed,  had  difordered  his  faculties  to  that  degree,  that 
^le  had  ever  after  a  difturbed  imagination ;  fometimcs  frantic  with  pafflon, 
and  cruel  to  thofe  about  him ;  then  again  careffing  them  on  equally  frivolous 
grounds ;  and  all  his  words  and  adlions  betrayed  a  violent  and  uneven  temper. 
Judges  of  human  nature  will  be  apt  to  prognofticate  his  fudden  fall  from 
iuch  fymptoms ;  yet  he  came  to  the  foubahfhip  with  the  moft  flattering 
profpedt.  He  had  an  army  formed  by  his  predecefibr,  a  full  treafury,  and  no 
competitors  but  the  fon  of  Sid  Hamet,  in  arms  in  Purhunea,  and  an  infant 
named  Moradda  Dowla,  fon  to  his  brother,  who  had  been  adopted  by 
Nowagis  Mahmud  Caun,  and  was  now  fupported  by  his  widow,  with  a 
party  which  at  firft  appeared  formidable  ;  but  the  attraction  of  a  full  treafury 
foon  won  that  party  over,  and  the  widow,  left  alonCj  was  received,  with  the 
child,  into  his  own  palace. 

The  late  Soubah  had  frequently  obferved,  that  the  Europeans  were  likely 
to  conquer  the  whole  country,  and  adviied  his  grandfon  to  keep  a  watchful 
eye  over  them :  He  ufed  to  compare  the  Europeans  to  a  hive  of  bees,  of 
whofe  honey  you  might  reap  the  benefit ;  but  if  you  difturbed  their  hive  they 
would  fting  you  to  death. 

A  FEW  days  before  his  death,  he  faid  to  his  grandfon,  "  My  life  has  been  a 
life  of  war  and  ftratagem :  For  what  have  1  fought,  for  what  have  my 
councils  tended,  but  to  fecure  you,  my  fon,  a  quiet  fucceflion  to  my  fuba- 
dary  ?  My  fears  for  you  have  for  many  days  robbed  me  of  fleep.  I  perceived 
who  had  power  to  give  you  trouble  after  I  am  gone  hence.  Hoflein  Cooley 
^awn,  by  his  reputation,  wifdom,   courage,    and  affedicn   to  Shaw  Amet 
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Jung,  and  his  houfe,  I  feared  would  obftrudl  your  government.  His 
power  is  no  more.  Monichund  Dewan,  who  might  have  been  your 
dangerous  enemy,  I  have  taken  into  favour.  Keep  in  view  the  power  the 
European  nations  have  in  the  country.  This  fear  I  would  alfo  have  freed  you 
from,  if  God  had  lengthened  my  days. — The  work,  my  fon,  muft  now  be  yours  : 
Their  wars  and  politics  in  the  Telinga  country  fliould  keep  you  waking  :  On 
pretence  of  private  contefts  between  their  Kings,  they  have  feized  and  divided 
the  country  of  the  King,  and  the  goods  of  his  people,  between  them :  Think 
not  to  weaken  them  all  together.  The  power  of  the  Englifh  is  great;  they 
have  lately  conquered  Angria,  and  poflefied  themfelves  of  his  country  ; 
reduce  them  firft ;  the  others  will  give  you  little  trouble,  when  you  have 
reduced  them.  Suffer  them  not,  my  fon,  to  have  faftories  or  foldiers ;  if 
you  do,  the  country  is  not  yours." 

Mr.   Forth,  who  was  then    at   the   Nabob's   court,  gave  the   following 
account  of  what  pafled  before  his  death : 

"  About  fifteen  days  before  the  old  Nabob  died,  I  being  obliged  to  attend 
every  morning  to  fee  him,  his  fon  came  in,  and  with  a  face  full  of  refentment 
and  anger,  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  old  man : — Father,  I  am  well  informed 
the  Englifh  are  going  to  affift  the  Begum.  The  old  man  afked  me  direftly 
if  this  was  true  ?  I  anfwered.  That  this  muft  be  a  malicious  report,  of  fome 
who  were  not  our  friends,  and  done  on  purpofe  to  prejudice  the  Company; 
that  the  Company  were  merchants,  and  not  foldiers;  and  that  in  all  the 
troubles  that  had  happened  in  the  country,  fince  we  had  a  fettlement  in  it,  if 
he  pleafed  to  enquire,  he  would  find,  we  had  not  joined  any  party,  or 
interfered  in  any  thing  but  our  trade ;  and  that  the  Company  had  been  nigh 
a  hundred  years  in  this  country,  in  which  time  they  never  once  had  a  difpute 
with  the  government  on  that  head. — How  many  foldiers,  fays  he,  have  you  in 
your  fort  or  fadory  (Coffimbuzar)  ?  Anfwer,  The  ufual  number,  a^^Jt  forty, 
gentlemen  included. — Have  you  never  more  ?  Anfwer,  No,  only  when  the 
Morrattors  were  in  the  country  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  gone,  the  foldiers" 
were  returned  to  Calcutta. — Do  you  know,  afl;ed  he,  if  the  Dutch  and  French 
have  any  come  up  ? — Anfwer,  I  cannot  tell. — Where  are  your  fliips  of  war? 
— Anfwer,  At  Bombay. — Will  they  come  here  ? — Not  that  I  know  of;  there 
is  no  occafion  for  them. — Had  you  not  fome  here  three  months  ago  ? — Anfwer, 
Yes,  there  comes  one  or  two  yearly,  for  to  carry  provifions  for  the  reft  of  the 
fhips.— What  is  the  reafon  you  have  thefe  fliips  of  war  in  thefe  parts  of  late  ? — 
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Anfwer,  To  proteft  the  Company's  trade,  and  for  fear  of  a  war  with  France.'— 
Is  there  war  now  between  you  and  the  French  ? — Anfwcr,  No,  not  at  prefent, 
but  we  are  afraid  it  will  be  foon.  He  then  turned  about  to  his  grandfon, 
and  told  him  he  did  not  believe  a  word  of  the  report  he  had  heard  i  upon 
which  Surajah  Dowla  anfwered.  He  could  prove  it.  The  old  man  defired 
I  would  fend  our  Vaqueel  to  him  direflly ;  which  having  accordingly  done, 
when  he  returned,  I  allced  the  Vaqueel  what  the  old  man  faid  to  him,  which 
was  almoft  word  for  word  what  paflfed  with  me.  Surajah  Dowla  ordered  the. 
Vaqueel  to  attend  his  Durbar  daily,  which  was  accordingly  done.'.' 

Such  were  the  thoughts  of  Allyvherde  Caun  of  the  Englifh, .  before  he 
refigned  his  government  and  his  life  to  Surajah  Dowla,  his  fucceflbr.  Here 
we  may  find  the  motives  from  whicli  the  war  againft  the  Englifh  took  its  rife 
in  the  mind  of  the  young  Nabob.  Allyvherde  Caun,  the  fuccefsful  ufurper 
of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  grown  old  in  the  art  of 
Eaftern  government,  lays  him  down  to  die  j  and,  looking  upon  the  heir  of 
his  fortunes,  fays  to  him,  "  My  fon,  the  power  of  the  Englifh  is  great ;  reduce 
them  firft ;  when  that  is  done,  the  other  European  nations  will  give  you  littl* 
trouble.  Suffer  them  not  to  have  factories  or  foldiersj  if  you  do,  the  country 
is  not  yours.  I  would  have  freed  you  from  this  tafk,  if  God  had  lengthened 
out  my  days. — The  work,  my  fon,  mull  now  be  yours.  Reduce  the  Englifli 
firft;  if  I  read  their  defigns  aright,  your  dominions  will  be  mofl  in  danger 
from  them.  They  have  lately  conquered  Angria,  and  polTefTed  themfelves  of  his 
country  and  his  riches.  They  mean  to  do  the  fame  thing  to  you-:  they  make  not 
war  among  us  for  juflice,  but  for  money.  It  is  their  objedl ;  all  the  Europeans 
come  here  to  enrich  themfelves;  and,  on  pretence  of  private  contefls  between 
their  Kings,  they  have  feized  the  country  of  the  King,  and  divided  the  goods. 
of  his  people  between  them.  Love  of  dominion,  and  gold,  hath  laid  faft 
hold  of  the  fouls  of  the  Chriftians,  and  their  adlions  have  proclaimed,  over 
all  the  Eafl,  how  little  they  regard  the  exprefs  precepts  they  have  re- 
ceived from  God.  They  believe  not  that  life  and  immortality  which  is 
brought  to  light  by  their  revelation.  They  aft  in  defiance  of  the  good' 
principles  they  would  pretend  to  believe.  My  fon,  reduce  the  Englifli 
to  the  condition  of  flaves,  and  fuffer  them  not  to  have  fadlories  or  foldiers; 
if  you  do,  the  country  will  be  theirs,  not  your's.  They  who,  we  fee,  are 
every  day  ufing  all  their  policy,  and  their  power,  againft  what  they  them- 
Iclves  fay  is  the  law  of  the  Moft  High,  are  only  to  be  rcftrained  by  force." 

2  Advice 
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Advice  like  this,  from  Allyvherde  Caun,  recommended  by  his  great  repu- 
tation, and  coming  with  the  affeftion  of  a  father,  to  Surajah  Dowla,  leaves 
us  at  no  lofs  to  account  for  his  motives  for  the  war  againft  the  Englifli. 


CHAP.     iir. 

The  war  between  Surajah  Dowla,  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  the  Englip. 

IN  May  1757,  Surajah  Dowla  was  in  full  march  againft  the  Nabob  of 
Purhunea,  when  fuddenly,  he  returned  to  the  city,  and  publicly  de- 
clared his  intention  to  extirpate  the  Englifii;  and  without  further  delay- 
he  encamped  his  whole  army  oppofite  to  the  Englilh  faflory  at  Coffim- 
buzar,  and  fummoned  Mr.  Watts  to  furrender  the  place  to  him,  at 
the  fame  time  fending  him  a  beetle  as  a  token  of  friendfliip,  and 
aflurance  of  perfonal  fafety.  Mr.  Watts  having  only  five-and-twenty 
Europeans  in  garrifon,  and  being  fenfible  that  if  he  refifted,  he  expofed  all 
the  Englifh  effefts  in  the  Soubah's  dominions  to  be  immediately  feized;  that  at 
the  utmoft  he  could  not  hold  out  above  a  day  or  two  j  and  finally,  ignorant  of 
the  caufe  of  the  Soubah's  difpleafure,  obeyed  the  fummons.  But,  contrary  to 
promife,  the  Soubah  immediately  made  him  prifoner,  and  prefented  him  the 
following  articles  to  fign  : 

I.  That  we  fhould  demolifli  all  our  new  fortifications. 

II.  Give  no  proteftion  to  his  fubje(fls. 

III.  Make  good  all  that  the  government  had  fuffered  by  the  abufe  of  the 

duftucks  *. 

The  firft  article  alluded  to    fome  additional  works  carrying  on,  on  the 

apprehenfion  of  an  approaching  French  war. 

The  fecond  was  to  deprive  us  of  the  power  of  protefting  our  merchants 

and  their  agents,  in  which  they  were  privileged  by  a  royal  grant. 

•  Meaning  the  privilege  given  us  to  grant  pafles,  free  from  all  government  duty,  to  the 
Company's  trade. 
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The  third  v/as  rather  an  opening  to  extort  a  large  funi  of  money  from  the 
Company  J  for  it  is  almoft  impoillble  but  there  muil  be  fome  abufe  in  a 
privilege  of  that  kind. 

These  Mr.  Watts  figned,  and  was  then  made  to  give  up  the  faflory  to 
him,  the  gates  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  fealed,  and  then  marched  on  to 
Calcutta.  Thefe  articles  were  no  more  heard  of,  and  he  feemed  bent  on  our 
deftruftion  :  and,  that  none  might  prefume  to  divert  him  from  this  refolution, 
he  exacted  an  oath  from  Jagutfeat,  who  had  always  afted  as  mediator  between 
the  o-overnment  and  the  Europeans,  not  to  interfere,  or  offer  any  argument  to 
make  him  alter  his  mind.  After  this,  no  one  dared  to  plead  for  the  unfor- 
tunate Englifli ;  and  the  Soubah,  furrounded  by  a  thoufand  greedy  minions 
and  hungry  officers,  all  eager  for  the  plunder  of  fo  rich  a  place,  heard  nothing 
but  the  moll  fervile  applaufes  of  his  refolution.  Thus  the  avenues  to  juftice 
and  mercy  were  fliut  up,  and  all  our  fubmiffive  offers  ineffeftual.  I  fhall 
not  dwell  on  all  the  circumftances  of  the  fiege,  which  was  fuch  as  might 
naturally  be  expefted  from  a  garrifon  confiding  almoft  entirely  of  citizens, 
with  a  few  foldiers,  commanded  by  officers  who  had  never  feen  an  adlion,  and 
a  fort,  that  looked  more  like  merchants  warehoufes,  than  a  place  of  defence. 
June  1 9th,  the  enemy  had  made  fuch  progrefs,  that  a  general  retreat  was  de- 
termined on  for  the  next  day  ;  but  whether  or  not  the  Governor  thought  himfelf 
the  more  immediate  objefl:  of  the  Soubah's  fury,  and  therefore  his  danger 
greater  than  the  reft,  inftead  of  waiting  the  appointed  time,  or  giving  proper 
orders  to  the  garrifon,  he  went  out  at  the  River-gate,  and  got  on  board  the 
firft  fliip  he  could  come  to.  AH  that  were  near,  and  faw  the  Governor  going 
off,  concluded  the  retreat  was  general,  and  ruftied  out  with  him.  They 
feized  the  boats  that  were  at  the  water-fide,  and  pufhed  as  faft  as  they  could 
for  the  (liips,  where,  once  on  board,  they  ftood  down  the  river.  Thofe  who 
remained  in  the  garrifon  made  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  ftill  endeavoured  to 
defend  themfelves ;  but  from  this  time  all  was  defpair,  bravery,  and  confufron ; 
and  the  next  evening,  their  ammunition  being  almoft  expended,  and  farther 
defence  or  a  retreat  imprafticable,  they  hung  out  a  flag  of  truce,  which  the 
enemy  taking  for  a  furrender,  they  immediately  fcaled  the  walls,  killing  only 
fuch  as  made  oppofition.  On  the  Soubah's  entering  the  fort  himfelf,  he 
ordered  the  Englifti  into  confinement.  They  were  ftanding  all  together  near 
the  Black-hole  prifon,  which  appearing  to  the  enemy  a  fecure  place,  they 
were  forced  into  it.     The  Soubah  gave  up  the  town  to  be  plundered,  referving 
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to  himfelf  the  efFeifts  in  the  fort.  The  next  morning  twenty-three  only 
remained  alive,  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty-fix,  that  had  been  forced  into 
the  prifon  the  night  before. 

Mr.  Holwell,  one  of  the  furvivors,  gives  the  following  account  of  that  very 
affefting  event : 

"  By  narratives  made  public  you  will  only  know,  that  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-fix  prifoners,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  were  fmothered  in  the 
Black-hole  prifon,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  of  June,  1756.  Few  furvived, 
capable  of  giving  any  detail  of  the  manner  in  which  it  happened  ;  and  of 
thefe,  I  believe,  none  have  attempted  it :  For  my  own  part,  I  have  often 
fat  down  with  a  rcfolution,  and  as  often  relinquiflied  the  melancholy  tafk,  not 
only  from  the  difturbance  and  afflidion  it  raifed  afrefii  in  my  remembrance, 
but  from  the  confideration  of  the  impoffibility  of  finding  language  capable 
of  raifing  an  adequate  idea  of  the  horrors  of  the  fcene  I  efiliyed  to  draw. 
But  as  I  believe  the  annals  of  the  world  cannot  produce  an  incident  like  it, 
in  any  degree  or  proportion  to  all  the  dilmal  circumftances  attending  it,  and 
as  my  own  health  of  body  and  peace  of  mind  are  once  again,  in  great 
meafure,  recovered  from  the  injuries  they  fuffered  from  that  fatal  night,  I 
cannot  allow  it  to  be  buried  in  oblivion;  though  ftill  confcious  that,  however 
high  the  colouring  my  retentive  memory  may  fupply,  it  will  fall  infinitely 
fliort  of  the  horrors  accompanying  this  fcene. 

"  Before  I  condu6t  you  into  the  Black-hole,  it  is  neceflary  you  fliould 
be  acquainted  with  a  few  introdudory  circumftances.  The  Soubah  and  his 
troops  were  in  pofiTelTion  of  the  fort  t-fore  fix  in  the  evening.  I  had  in  all, 
three  interviews  with  him  ;  the  lafb  in  Durbar,  before  feven,  when  he  repeated 
his  aflurances  to  me,  on  the  word  of  a  foldier,  that  no  harm  Ihould  come  to 
us ;  and  indeed  I  believe  his  orders  were  only  general,  that  we  fliould  for  that 
night  be  fecurcd,  and  that  what  followed  was  the  refuit  of  revenge  and  refent- 
ment  in  the  breafts  of  tlie  lower  Jemmautdaars,  to  whofe  cuftody  we  were  deli- 
vered, for  the  number  of  their  order  killed  during  the  fiege.  Be  this  as  it  may,  as 
foon  as  it  was  dark,  we  were  all,  without  diftindbion,  directed  by  the  guard 
over  us,  to  colleft  ourfelves  into  one  body,  and  fit  down  quietly  under  the 
arched  verander  or  piazza,  to  the  weft  of  the  Black-hole  prifon,  and  the 
barracks  to  the.  left  of  the  court  of  guard  ;  and  juft  over-againft  the  windows 
of  the  Governor's  eafterly  apartments.  Befides  the  guard  over  us,  another 
was  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  ftairs,  at  the  fouth  end  of  this  verander,  leading 

up 
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v.p  to  the  fouth-eafl  baftion,  to  prevent  any  of  us  efcaping  that  way.  On  the 
parade  were  alfo  drawn  up  about  four  or  five  hundred  gun-men  with  lighted 
matches. 

"  At  this  time  the  faftory  was  in  flames  to  the  right  and  left  of  us;  to  the 
right  the  armory  and  laboratory  ;  to  the  left  the  carpenter's  yard,  though  at 
this  time  we  imagined  it  was  the  Cotta-warehoufes.  Various  were  our  conjec- 
tures on  this  appearance  ;  the  fire  advanced  with  rapidity  on  both  fides  ;  and 
it  was  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  they  intended  fufFocating  us  between 
the  two  fires  •.  and  this  notion  was  confirmed  by  the  appearance,  about  half 
.an  hour  part  feven,  of  fome  officers  and  people  with  lighted  torches  in  their 
hands,  who  went  into  all  the  aparments  under  the  eafterly  curtain  to  the  right 
of  us,  to  which  we  apprehended  they  were  fetting  fire,  to  expedite  their 
fcheme  of  burning  us.  On  this  we  prefently  came  to  a  refolution  of  .rulhing 
on  the  guard,  feizing  their  fcymitars,  and  attacking  the  troops  upon  the  parade, 
rather  than  be  thus  tamely  roafted  to  death.  But  to  be  fatisfied  of  their 
intentions,  I  advanced,  at  the  requeft  of  Meflrs.  Baillie,  Jenks,  and  Revely, 
to  fee  if  they  were  really  fetting  fire  to  the  apartments,  and  found  the  con- 
trary ;  for  in  fa6t,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  they  were  only  fearching  for  a 
place  to  confine  us  in  ;  the  laft  they  examined  being  the  barracks  of  the  court 
of  guard  behind  us. 

'•  Here  I  muft  detain  you  a  little,  to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of  a  man, 
to  whom  I  -had  in  nruny  inftances  been  a  friend,  and  who,  on  this  occafion, 
demonftrated  his  fenfibility  of  it  in  a  degree  worthy  of  a  much  higher  rank. 
His  name  was  Leech,  the  Company's  fmith,  as  well  as  clerk  of  the  parifh  ; 
this  man  had  made  his  efcape  when  the  Moors  entered  the  fort,  and  returned 
iuft  as  it  was  dark,  to  tell  me  he  had  provided  a  boat,  and  would  enfure  my 
efcape,  if  I  would  follow  him  through  a  paiTage  few  were  acquainted  with, 
and  by  which  he  had  then  entered.  (This  might  eafily  have  been  accom- 
plifhed,  as  the  guard  put  over  us  took  but  very  fiight  notice  of  us.)  I 
thanked  him  in  the  beft  terms  I  was  able ;  but  told  him  it  was  a  ftep  I  could 
not  prevail  on  myfelf  to  take,  as  1  Ihould  thereby  very  ill  repay  the  attach- 
ment the  gentlemen  and  the  garrifon  had  fhewn  to  me,  and  that  I  was  re- 
folved  to  fhare  their  fate,  be  U  what  it  would ;  but  prefled  him  to  fecure 
his  own  efcape  without  lofs  of  time  ;  to  which  he  gallantly  replied,  tha;t 
*'  he  was  rcfolved  to  fhare  mine,  and  would  not  leave  me." 
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"  To  myfelf  and  the  world  I  fliould  furely  have  flood  excufed  in  embracing 
the  overture  above-mentioned,  could  I  have  conceived  what  immediately 
followed.  We  now  obferved  part  of  the  guard  drawn  up  on  the  parade,  ad- 
vance to  us  with  the  officers  who  had  been  viewing  the  rooms.  They  ordered 
us  all  to  rife,  and  go  into  the  barracks  to  the  left  of  the  court  of  guard ; 
the  barracks,  have  a  large  wooden  platform  for  the  foldiers  to  fleepon,  and  are 
open  to  the  weft  by  arches  and  a  fmall  parapet-wall,  correfponding  to  the 
arches  of  the  verander  without.  In  we  went  moft  readily,  and  were  pleafing 
mirfelves  with  the  profpeft  of  pafTing  a  comfortable  night  on  the  platform, 
little  dreaming  of  the  infernal  apartments  in  referve  for  us.  For  we  were 
no  fooner  all  within  the  barracks,  than  the  guard  advanced  to  the  inner 
anches  and  parapet-wall ;  and,  with  their  mufkets  prefented,  ordered  us  to 
go  into  the  room  at  the  fouthermoft  end  of  the  barracks,  commonly  called 
the  Black-hole  priibn  ;  whilft  others  from  the  court  of  guard,  with  clubs' 
and  drawn  fcymitars,  prefled  upon  thofe  of  us  next  to  them.  This  ftroke 
■was  fo  fudden,  fo  unexpedted,  and  the  throng  and  preflure  fo  great  upon  113 
next  the  door  of; the  Black-hole  prifon,  there-was  no  refifting  it  j  but  like 
one  agitated  wave  impelling  another,  we  were  obliged  to  give  way  and 
enter,  the  reft  followed  like  a  torrent ;  few  amongft  us,  the  foldiers  ex- 
cepted, having  the  leaft  idea  of  the  dimenfions  or  nature  of  a  place  we  had' 
never  feen ;  for  if  we  had,  we  ftiould  at  all  events  have  rufhed  upon  the 
guard,  and  been,  as  the  leffer  evil,  by  our  own  choice,  cut  to  pieces. 

"  Amongst  the  firft  that  entered,  were  myfelf,  MefT.  Baillie,  Jenks,  Cooke, 
T.  Coles,  Enfign  Scot,  Revely,  Law,  and  Buchanan.  I  got  pofleflion  of  the 
window  neareft  the  door,  and  took  MefT.  Coles  and  Scot  into  the  win- 
dow with  me,  they  being  both  wounded  (the  firft,  I  believe,  mortally)  the 
reft  of  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  were  clofe  round  me :  it  was  now 
about  eight  o'clock. 

"  Figure  to  yourfelf  the  fituation  of  an  hundred  and  forty-fix  wretches  • 
exhaufted  by  continual  fatigue  and  aftion,  thus  crammed  together  in  a  cube- 
of  about  eighteen  feet,,  in  a  clofe  fultry  night,  in  Bengal,  ftiut  up  to  the- 
eaftward  and  fouthward  (the  only  quarters  from  whence  air  could  reach  us) 
by  dead  walls,  and  by  a  wall  and  door  to  the  north ;  open  only  to  the 
weftward  by  two  windows,  ftrongly  barred  with  iron,  from  which  we  could, 
receive  fcarce  any  the  leaft  circulatioji  of  frefti  air, 

"  What 
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"  What  muft  enfue,  appeared  to  me  in  lively  and  dreadful  colours,  the 
infhant  I  caft  my  eyes  round,  and  faw  the  fize  and  fituation  of  the  room. 
Many  unfuccefsful  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  door ;  for,  having  no- 
thing but  our  hands  to  work  with,  and  the  door  opening  inward,  all  en- 
deavours were  vain  and  fruitlefs. 

"  Observing  every  one  giving  way  to  the  violence  of  paflions,  which  I 
forefaw  muft  be  fatal  to  them,  I  requefted  filence  might  be  preferved  whilft 
I  fpoke  to  them;  and,  in  the  moft  pathetic  and  moving  terms  which  oc- 
curred, "  I  begged  and  intreated,  that,  as  they  had  paid  a  ready  obedience 
to  me  in  the  day,  they  would  now,  for  their  own  fakes,  and  the  fakes  of 
thofe  who  were  dear  to  them,  and  were  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  lives,  regard  the  advice  I  had  to  give  them.  I  affured  them,  the  re- 
turn of  the  day  would  give  us  air  and  liberty  ;  urged  to  them,  that  the  only 
chance  we  had  left  for  fuftaining  this  misfortune,  and  furviving  the  night, 
was  the  preferving  a  calm  mind  and  quiet  refignation  to  our  fate  ;  intreat- 
ing  them  to  curb,  as  much  as  poffible,  every  agitation  of  mind  and  body, 
as  raving  and  giving  a  loofe  to  their  paflions  could  anfwer  no  purpofe,  but 
that  of  haftening  their  deftrudlion." 

"  This  reraonftrance  produced  a  fhort  interval  of  peace,  and  gave  me  a  few 
minutes  for  refleflion  ;  though  even  this  paufe  was  not  a  little  difturbed  by 
the  cries  and  groans  of  the  many  wounded,  and  more  particularly  of  my 
two  companions  in  the  window.  Death,  attended  with  the  moft  cruel  train 
of  circumftances,  I  plainly  perceived,  muft  prove  our  inevitable  deftiny.  I 
had  feen  this  in  too  many  fhapes,  and  accuftomed  myfelf  to  think  on  the 
fubjeft  too  much,  to  be  alarmed  at  the  profpeft,  and  indeed  felt  much  more 
for  my  wretched  companions  than  myfelf. 

"  Amongst  the  guards  pofted  at  the  windows,  I  obferved  an  old  Jemmaut- 
daar  near  mc,  who  feemed  to  carry  fome  companion  for  us  in  his  counte- 
nance ;  and  indeed  he  was  the  only  one,  of  the  many  in  his  ftation,  who 
difcovered  the  leaft  trace  of  humanity.  I  called  him  to  me,  and,  in  the 
moft  perfuafive  terms  I  was  capable,  urged  him  to  commiferate  the  fufFer- 
ings  he  was  a  witnefs  to,  and  prefled  him  to  endeavour  to  get  us  feparated, 
half  in  one  place,  and  half  in  another;  and  that  he  ftiould  in  the  morning 
receive  a  thoufand  rupees  for  this  aft  of  tendernefs.     He  promifcd  he  would 

attempt  it,  and  withdrew;  but  in  a  few  minutes  returned,  and  told  me  it 

was 
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was  impoflible.  I  then  thought  I  had  been  deficient  in  my  offer,  and  pro- 
mifed  him  two  thoufand.  He  withdrew  a  fecond  time,  but  returned  foon, 
and  (with  I  believe  much  real  pity  and  concern)  told  me,  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable ;  that  it  could  not  be  done  but  by  the  Soubah's  orders,  who  was 
fleeping,  and  that  no  one  dared  awake  him. 

■^  "  During  this  interval,  though  their  pafTions  were  lefs  violent,  their  un- 
eafinefs  increafed.  We  had  been  but  few  minutes  confined,  before  every 
one  fell  into  a  perfpiratlon  fo  profufe,  you  can  form  no  idea  of  it.  This, 
confequently,  brought  on  a  raging  thirft,  which  flill  increafed,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  body  was  drained  of  its  moifture. 

"  Before  nine  o'clock,  every  man's  thirft  grew  intolerable,  and  refpiration 

difficult.     Our  fituation  was  much  more  wretched  than  that  of  fo  many  mi- 

ferable  animals  in  an  exhaufted  receiver ;  no  circulation  of  frefh  air  fufficient 

'  to  continue  life,  nor  yet  enough  diverted  of  its  vivifying  particles  to  put  a 

Ipeedy  period  to  it. 

"  My  thirft  grew  now  infupportable,  and  difficulty  of  breathing  much  in- 
creafed J  and  I  had  not  remained  in  this  fituation,  I  believe,  ten  minutes, 
when  I  was  feized  with  a  pain  in  my  breaft,  and  palpitation  of  my  heart, 
both  to  the  moft  exquifite  degree.  Thefe  roufed  and  obliged  me  to  get  up 
again ;  but  ftill  the  pain,  palpitation,  thirft,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  in- 
creafed. I  retained  my  fenfes  notwithftanding,  and  had  the  grief  to  fee 
death  not  fo  near  me  as  I  hoped ;  but  could  no  longer  bear  the  pains  I  fuf- 
fered  without  attempting  a  relief,  which  I  knew  frefti  air  would  and  could 
only  give  me.  I  inftantly  determined  to  pulh  for  the  window  oppofite  to 
me ;  and,  by  an  effort  of  double  the  ftrength  I  ever  before  poflefled,  gained  the 
third  I'ank  at  it  j  with  one  hand  feized  a  bar,  and  by  that  means  gained  a 
fecond,  though  I  think  there  were  at  leaft  fix  or  feven  ranks  between  me  and 
the  window. 

"In  a  few  moments  my  pain,  palpitation,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  ceafed ; 
but  my  thirft  continued  intolerable.  I  called  aloud  for  "  Water  for  God's 
"  fake."  I  had  been  concluded  dead,  but  as  foon  as  they  heard  me  amongft 
them,  they  had  ftill  the  refpeft  and  tendernefs  for  me,  to  cry  out,  "  Give 
"  him  water,  give  him  water;"  nor  would  one  of  them  at  the  window  at- 
tempt to  touch  it  until  I  had  drank.  But  from  the  water  I  found  no  relief; 
my  thirft  was  rather  increafed  by  it ;  fo  I  determined  to  drink  no  more,  but 
patiently  wait  the  event ;  and  kept  my  mouth  moift  from  time  to  time,  by 
fucking  the  perfpiration  out  of  my  ftiirt-fieeves,  and  catching  the  drops  as 

G  they 
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they  fell,  like  heavy  rain,  from  my  head  and  face :  you  can  hardly  innaguie 
how  unhappy  I  was  if  any  of  them  efcaped  my  mouth. 

"  No  Briftol  v/ater  could  be  more  foft  or  pleafant  than  what  arofe  from 
perfpiration. 

"  By  half  an  hour  paft  eleven,  the  much  greater  number  of  thofe  living 
were  in  an  outrageous  delirium,  and  the  others  quite  ungovernable,  few 
retaining  any  calmnefs,  but  the  ranks  next  the  windows.  By  what  I  had 
felt  myfelf,  I  was  fully  fenfible  what  thofe  within  fuffered ;  but  had  only 
pity  to  beftow  upon  them,  not  then  thinking  how  foon  I  Ihould  myfelf  be- 
come a  greater  objeft  of  it. 

"  They  all  now  found,  that  water,  inftead  of  relieving,  rather  heightened 
their  uneafinelTes ;  and  "  Air,  Air,"  was  the  general  cry.  Every  infult  that 
could  be  devifed  againft  the  guard,  all  the  opprobrious  names  and  abufe 
that  the  Soubah,  Monichchund,  &c.  could  be  loaded  with,  were  ufed  to  pro- 
voke the  guard  to  fire  upon  us,  every  man  that  could,  rulhing  tumultuoufly 
towards  the  windows,  with  eager  hopes  of  meeting  the  firft  fhot.  Then  a  ge- 
neral prayer  to  Heaven,  to  haften  the  approach  of  the  flames  to  the  right 
and  left  of  us,  and  put  a  period  to  our  mifery.  But  thefe  failing,  they 
whofe  ftrength  and  fpirits  were  quite  exhaufted,  laid  themfelves  down  and 
expired  quietly  upon  their  fellows :  others,  who  had  yet  fome  ftrength  and 
vigour  left,  made  a  laft  effort  for  the  windows,  and  feveral  fucceeded  hy 
leaping  and  fcrambling  over  the  backs  and  heads  of  thofe  in  the  firft  ranks ; 
and  got  hold  of  the  bars,  from  which  there  was  no  removing  them.  Many 
to  the  right  and  left  funk  with  the  violent  prefiure,  and  were  foon  fuflfo- 
cated  i  for  now  a  fteam  arofe  from  the  living  and  the  dead,  which  affedled 
us,  in  all  its  circumftances,  as  if  we  were  forcibly  held  with  our  heads 
over  a  bowl  full  of  ftrong  volatile  fpirit  of  hartfliorn,  nor  could 
the  effluvia  of  the  one  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  other ;  and  frequently, 
when  I  was  forced,  by  the  load  upon  my  head  and  ftioulders,  to  hold  my 
face  down,  I  was  obliged,  near  as  I  was  to  the  window,  inftantly  to  raife 
it  again,  to  efcape  fuffbcation. 

When  I  had  bore  this  conflift  above  an  hour,  with  a  train  of  wretched 
rcfleftions,  and  feeing  no  glimpfe  of  hope  on  which  to  found  a  profpeft  of 
relief,  my  fpirits,  refolution,  and  every  fentiment  of  religion  gave  way :  I 
found  I  was  unable  much  longer  to  fupport  this  trial,  and  could  not  bear 
the  dreadful  thoughts  of  retiring  into  the  inner  part  of  the  prifon,  where  I 
had  before  fufFered  fo  much.    Some  infernal  fpirit,  taking  the  advantage  of 
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this  period,  brought  to  my  remembrance  my  having  a  fmall  clafp  penknife 
in  my  pocket  J  with  which  I  determined  inflantly  to  open  my  arteries,  and 
finifh  a  fyftem  no  longer  to  be  borne.  I  had  got  it  out,  when  Heaven  inter- 
pofed,  and  reftored  me  to  frefli  fpirits  and  refolution,  with  an  abhorrence  of 
the  aft  of  cowardice  I  was  juft  going  to  commit.  I  exerted  a-new  my 
ftrength  and  fortitude ;  but  the  repeated  trials  and  efforts  I  made  to  diflodge 
the  infufferable  incumbrances  upon  me,  at  laft  quite  exhaufted  me,  and  to- 
wards two  o'clock,  finding  I  muft  quit  the  window,  or  fink  where  I  was,  I 
refolved  the  former,  having  bore  infinitely  more  for  life  than  the  beft  of 
it  is  worth.  ^ 

"  In   the  rank  clofe  behind  me  was  an  officer  of  one  of  the  ftiips,  whofc  .■^' 

name  was  Carey,  who  had  behaved  with  much  bravery  during  the  fiege,  (his 
wife,  a  fine  woman,  though  country-born,  would  not  quit  him,  but  ac- 
companied him  into  the  prifon,  and  was  one  who  furvived.)  This  poor 
wretch  had  been  long  raving  for  watar  and  airj  I  told  him  I  was  deter- 
mined to  give  up  life,  and  recommended  his  gaining  my  fituation.  On  my 
quitting,  he  made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  get  my  place ;  but  the  Dutch  fer- 
jeant,  who  fat  on  my  flioulder,  fupplanted  him. 

"  Poor  Carey  exprefled  his  thankfulnefs,  and  faid,  he  would  give  up  life 
too ;  but  it  was  with  tlie  utmoft  labour  we  forced  our  way  from  the  win- 
dow, (feveral  in  the  inner  ranks  appearing  to  me  dead  ftanding).  He  laid 
himfelf  down  to  die  j  and  his  death,  I  believe,  was  very  fudden,  for  he  was 
a  Ihort,  full,  fanguine  man  :  his  ftrength  was  great,  and,  I  imagine,  had 
he  not  retired  with  me,  I  fliould  never  have  been  able  to  have  forced  my 
way. 

"  I  WAS  at  this  time  fenfiblc  of  no  pain,  and  little  uneafinefs  :  I  can  o-ive 
you  no  better  idea  of  my  fituation,  than  by  repeating  my  fimile  of  the  bowl 
of  fpirit  of  hartftiorn,  I  found  a  ftupor  coming  on  apace,  and  laid  myfelf 
down  by  that  gallant  old  man,  the  reverend  Mr.  Jervas  Bellamy,  who  lay 
dead  with  his  fon,  the  lieutenant,  hand  in  hand,  near  the  fouthermoft  wall  of 
the  prifon. 

"  When  I  had  lain  there  fome  little  time,  I  ftill  had  refledion  enough  to 
fuffer  fome  uneafinefs,  in  the  thought  that  I  fliould  be  trampled  upon,  when 
dead,  as  I  myfelf  had  done  on  others.  With  fome  difficulty  I  raifed  myfelf,  and 
gained  the  platform  a  fecond  time,  where  I  prefently  loft  all  fenfationj  the  laft 
trace  of  fenfibility  that  I  have  been  able  to  recoUeft  after  my  lying  down,  was 
my  fafli  being  uneafy  about  my  waift,  which  I  untied  and  threw  from  me. 
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"  In  my  own  efcape  from  abfolute  death,  the  hand  of  Heav  enwas  man't- 
feftly  exerted  :  the  manner  take  as  follows  : — When  the  day  broke,  and  the 
gentlemen  found  that  no  intreaties  could  prevail  to  get  the  door  opened,  it 
occurred  to  one  of  them  (I  think  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke)  to  make  a  fearch 
for  me,  in  hopes  I  might  have  influence  enough  to  gain  a  releafe  from  this 
fcene  of  mifery.  Accordingly  MefTrs.  Lufliington  and  Walcot  undertook  the 
fearch,  and  by  my  fhirt  difcovered  me  under  the  dead  upon  the  platform.  They 
took  me  from  thence ;  and,  imagining  I  had  fome  figns  of  life,  brought  mc 
toward  the  window  I  had  firft  poflefTion  of. 

"  At  this  junfture  the  Soubah,  who  had  received  an  account  of  the  havock 
death  had  made  amongft  us,  fent  one  of  his  Jemmautdaars  to  enquire  if  the 
Chief  furvived.  They  fhewed  me  to  him;  told  him  I  had  appearance  of  life 
remaining,  and  believed  I  might  recover  if  the  door  was  opened  very  foon. 
This  anfwer  being  returned  to  the  Soubah,  an  order  came  immediately  for 
our  releafe,  it  being  then  near  fix  in  the  morning. 

"  The  frefh  air  at  the  window  foon  brought  me  to  life;  and  a  few  minutes 
after  the  departure  of  the  Jemmautdaar,  I  was  reftored  to  my  fight  and  fenfes. 
But  oh !  Sir,  what  words  fhall  I  adopt,  to  tell  you  the  whole  that  my  foul 
fufFered  at  reviewing  the  dreadful  deflruflion  round  me  ?  I  will  not  attempt 
it;  and,  indeed,  tears  (a  tribute  I  believe  I  fhall  ever  pay  to  the  remembrance 
of  this  fcene,  and  to  the  memory  of  thofe  brave  and  valuable  men)  flop  my  pen. 

"  Being  brought  into  his  prefence,  he  foon  obferved  the  wretched  plight 
I  was  in,  and  ordered  a  large  folio  volume,  which  lay  on  a  heap  of  plunder, 
to  be  brought  for  me  to  fit  on.  I  endeavoured  two  or  three  times  to  fpeak, 
but  my  tongue  was  dry  and  without  motion.  He  ordered  me  water.  As 
foon  as  I  got  my  fpeech,  I  began  to  recount  the  difmal  cataflrophe  of  my 
miferable  companions ;  but  he  ftopt  me  fhort,  with  telling  me,  he  was  well 
informed  of  great  treafure  being  buried  or  fecreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  I  was 
privy  to  it,  and  if  I  expefted  favour,  mufl  difcover  it. 

"  I  URGED  every  thing  I  could  to  convince  him  there  was  no  truth  in  the 
information ;  or  that  if  any  fuch  thing  had  been  done,  it  was  without  my 
knowledge.  I  reminded  him  of  his  repeated  afTurances  to  me  the  day  before ; 
but  he  refumed  the  fubjedt  of  the  treafure,  and  all  I  could  fay  feemed  to  gairr 
no  credit  with  him.  I  was  ordered  prifoner  under  Mhir  Muddon,  general  of 
the  houfhold  troops,  and,  with  three  gentlemen  felefted  to  be  my  compa- 
nions, fent  the  fame  day  (21ft  of  June)  to  the  camp,  and  foon  loaded  witlr 
fetters  j  and  after  enduring  much  pain  and  ill  treatment,  we  arrived  at  Mux- 
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adabad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  on  the  7th  of  July,  and  were  depofited  in 
an  open  liable,  not  far  from  the  Soubah's  palace,  under  a  guard  of  Moors 
and  Gentoos,  where  we  were  to  remain  till  the  Soubah  returned  to  the  city. 

"  During  our  refidence  here,  we  experienced  every  a£t  of  humanity  and 
friendfhip  from  JMonf.  Law  and  Mynheer  Vernet,  the  French  and  Dutch 
Chiefs  of  CoITimbuzar,  who  left  no  means  unefTayed  to  procure  our  releafe. 
Our  provifions  were  regularly  fent  us  from  the  Dutch  Tankfal  in  Coriemabad; 
and  we  were  daily  vifited  by  Meflrs.  Rofs  and  Ekftone,  the  Chief  and  fecond 
there ;  and,  indeed,  received  fuch  inftances  of  commiferation  and  affeftion 
from  Mynheer  Rofs,  as  will  ever  claim  my  mofl  grateful  remembrance. 

*'  The  whole  body  of  Armenian  merchants  too,  were  moft  kind  and  friendly 
to  us  J  particularly  Aga  Manual  Satoor.  We  were  not  a  little  indebted  to  the 
obliging  good-natured  behaviour  of  Meffrs.  Haftings  and  Chambers,  who 
gave  us  as  much  of  their  company  as  they  could.  They  had  obtained  their 
liberty  by  the  French  and  Dutch  Chiefs  becoming  bail  for  their  appearance. 
This  fecurity  was  often  tendered  for  us,  but  without  effeft. 

"The  nth  of  July  the  Soubah  arrived,  and  with  him  Bundoo  Sing, 
to  whofe  houfe  we  were  removed  that  afternoon,  in  a  hackery;  for  I  was 
not  able  to  put  my  foot  to  the  ground.  Here  we  were  confirmed  in  a 
report  which  had  before  reached  us,  that  the  Soubah,  on  his  return  to 
Houghly,  made  enquiry  for  us  when  he  releafed  MelTrs.  Watts  and  Coller, 
&c.  with  intention  to  releafe  us  alfo;  and,  that. he  had  exprefled  fome  refent- 
ment  at  Mhir  Muddon,  for  having  fo  haftily  lent  us  up  to  Muxadabad. 
This  proved  a  very  pleafing  piece  of  intelligence  to  us,  and  gave  us  reafon  to 
hope  the  iffue  would  be  more  favourable  to  us  than  we  cxpe(5ted. 

"  Though  we  were  here  lodged  in  an  open  Bungulo  only,  yet  we  found 
ourfelves  relieved  from  the  crowd  of  people  which  had  ftifled  us  at  the  liable 
and  once  more  breathed  the  frelh  air.    We  were  treated  with  much  kindnefs  and 
refpeft  by  Bundoo  Sing,  who  generally  pafled  fome  time  or  other  of  the 
day  with  us,  and  gave  us  hopes  of  being  foon  releafed. 

"  The  15th  we  were  condufted  in  a  hackery  to  the  Kella,  in  order  to  have 
an  audience  of  the  Soubah,  and  know  our  fate.  We  were  kept  above  an  hour 
in  the  fun,  oppofite  the  gate:  whilll  here,  we  faw  feveral  of  his  minillers 
brought  out  difgraced,  in  the  cuftody  of  Sootapurdars,  and  difmilTed  from 
their  employs,  who,  but  a  few  minutes  before,  we  had  feen  enter  the  Kella 
in  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magnificence. 

"  We  received  notice  we  could  have  no  admittance  to  the  Soubah's  pre- 
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fence  that  day.  We  were  returned  to  our  former  place  of  confinement,  and 
fpent  another  night  in  our  miferable  lodging.  Near  five  the  next  morning 
I  was  waked  with  the  notice,  that  the  Soubah  would  prefently  pafs  by 
to  his  palace  at  Mooteejeel.  We  roufed,  and  defired  the  guard  would 
keep  the  view  clear  for  us.  When  the  Soubah  came  in  fight,  we  made  him  the 
ufual  falaam  ;  and  when  he  came  abreaft  of  us,  he  ordered  his  litter  to 
flop,  and  us  to  be  called  to  him.  We  advanced ;  and  I  addrefTed  him  in  a 
fhort  fpeech,  fetting  forth  our  fufferings,  and  petitioned  for  our  liberty.  The 
wretched  fpe6tacle  we  made  muft,  I  think,  have  made  an  imprefTion  on  a  breaft 
the  moft  brutal ;  and,  if  he  was  capable  of  pity  or  contrition,  his  heart  felt  it 
then.  I  think  it  appeared,  in  fpite  of  him,  in  his  countenance.  He  gave 
me  no  reply,  but  ordered  a  Sootapurdar  and  Chabdaar  immediately  to  fee  our 
irons  cut  off,  and  to  conduit  us  wherever  we  chofe  to  go,  and  to  take  care  we 
received  no  trouble  nor  infult  5  and  having  repeated  this  order  diftinftly,  di- 
refted  his  retinue  to  go  on.  As  foon  as  our  legs  were  free,  we  took  boat,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Tankfal,  where  we  were  received  and  entertained  with  real 
joy  and  humanity." 

In  October,  1757,  the  Nabob  marched  againit  his  relation,  the  Nabob  of 
Purhunea.  When  the  two  armies  drew  near  each  other,  the  young  Nabob 
was  falfely  informed,  that  Surajah  Dowla  was  advanced  on  an  eminence  to 
reconnoitre.  Animated  at  the  approach  of  his  rival,  and  hoping  at  once  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  he  haftened  to  meet  him,  at  the  head  of  a  few  troops, 
that  chanced  to  be  advanced  beyond  the  reft  of  his  army  j  but,  inftead  of 
Surajah  Dowla,  it  proved  to  be  Meer  Jaffier  and  Dus  Mahumud  Caun,  who 
•were  very  advantageoufly  pofted.  Still  ignorant  of  his  miftake,  he  rufhed 
forward  with  great  bravery,  crying  out,  "  It  is  the  Soubah  I  feek."  Meer 
Jaffier,  defirous  to  fave  his  life,  went  fo  far  as  to  call  out  to  him,  that  the 
Soubah  was  not  there ;  but  v/hen  he  ftill  preft  on,  unwilling,  by  giving  way, 
■to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Soubah's  refentment,  he  was  neceffitated,  in  felf- 
<lefence,  to  make  a  vigorous  refiftance,  and  in  the  conflift  the  Nabob 
•received  his  death  from  a  mufket-ball.  By  this  victory,  Surajah  Dowla 
arrived  at  the  greateft  height  of  power  a  Soubah  of  Bengal  could  attain  to. 
He  was  in  the  prime  of  his  youth ;  confirmed  from  Dehli  ;  the  provinces 
fiibdued;  no  rival  left;  a  vait  army  in  his  pay;  and  a  full  treafury.  Flulhed 
with  his  grandeur,  he  governed  with  all  the  infolence  of  unbridled  power, 
■dreaded   by   all,    and  beloved   by  none. 

Th£  remains  of  our  uiifortunate  colony  were  now  laying  on  board  afew  defence- 
9  leis 
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lefs  Ihips  at  Fulta,  the  mod  unwholefome  fpot  in  the  country,  about  twenty  miles 
below  Calcutta,  and  deftitute  of  the  common  neceflfaries  of  life:  but,  by  the  allift- 
ance  of  the  French  and  Dutch,  to-whofe  humanity  they  were  much  indebted 
on  this  occafion,  and  partly  by  the  affiftance  of  the  natives,  who,  both  from 
intereft  and  attachment,  privately  fupplied  them  with  all  kinds  of  provifions,. 
they  fupported  the  horror  of  their  fituation  till  Auguft,  when  they  received  a 
reinforcement  of  two  hundred  and  forty  men  from  Fort  St.  Geo  gp,  un  Itr  the 
command  of  Major  Kilpatrick,  with  money  and  warlike  ftores.  But  their 
greateft  mifery  was  yet  to  come  ;  for  now  the  fickly  feafon  came  on,  and,  what 
with  bad  air,  bad  weather,  confinement  on  board  fhips,  and  want  of  proper 
refrefhments,  fuch  a  mortality  enfued,  as  fwept  oiFalmoft  all  the  military,  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants.  They  continued  in  this  fituation  till  the  arrival  of 
Admiral  Watfon,  in  the  month  of  December,  with  the  King's  fquadron,  con- 
fifting  of  the  Kent,  Salifbury,  and  Tyger,  with  two  frigates,  and  two  India- 
men,  having  on  board  fix  hundred  Europeans,  and  a  thoufand  Seapoys,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Clive,  followed  by  the  Cumber- 
land and  another  Indiaman,  with  one  hundred  Europeans,  and  four  hundred 
Seapoys,  but  which  were  not  yet  arrived ;  a  force  that  could  give  little 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  but  from  the  great  qualities  of  the  gentlemen  that  commanded 
it.  Admiral  Watfon  was  an  officer  of  great  bravery,  difmtereftednefs,  and 
public  fpirit  -,  Colonel  Clive  was  a  gentleman,  who  had  already  eminently 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  war  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  where,  by  a  long 
train  of  fuccefles,  againft  conftant  fuperior  numbers  of  the  French,  he 
had  reftored  the  Englifh  affairs,  at  a  time  when  they  were  thought  defpe- 
rate  :  he  had  lately  commanded  the  land  forces  on  the  fuccefsful  expedition 
againlt  Angria ;  and  was  now  pitched  on  as  the  propereft  perfcn  to  reflore 
their  affairs  in  Bengal. 

It  may  appear  matter  of  wonder  why  the  Soubah  permitted  us  to  continue 
fo  quietly  at  Fulta,  till  we  were  become  formidable  to  him ;  which  I  can  only 
account  for  from  his  mean  opinion  of  us,  as  he  had  been  frequently  heard  to 
fay,  he  did  not  imagine  there  were  ten  thoufand  men  in  all  Frenghiftan,  mean- 
ing Europe,  and  had  no  idea  of  our  attempting  to  return  by  force,  but  fup- 
pofcd  that  we  ftaid  at  Fulta,  only  till  the  feafon  would  permit  our  going  out  of 
the  river.  And,  indeed,  it  is  poffible,  that,  now  his  auger  was  fubfided,  he  might. 
fee  the  folly  he  had  commited,  and  might  wifh  our  return  on  his  own  terms  j, 
which  were,  to  live  under  his  government,  without  laws  or  fortifications  of 
our  own,  and  to  carry  on  our  trade  like  the  Armenians  and  his  own  fubjeds. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  the  motive  was,  it  was  happy  for  us,  and  gave  us  time  to  prepare 
every  thing  to  affifl:  the  fquadron  in  going  up  the  river  j  and  accordingly, 
December  27,  1756,  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  the  fleet  ftood  up;  on 
the  twenty-ninth  they  were  re-landed,  for  the  attack  of  Budje  Boodjee,  a 
place  of  fuch  ftrength,  that,  had  they  underftood  the  art  of  defence,  might 
have  coft  us  much  trouble.  After  a  moft  fatiguing  march,  from  five  in  the 
evening  till  feven  next  morning,  we  came  in  fight  of  the  place,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  fleet  was  got  abreaft,  and  began  to  fire.  Colonel  Clive  ordered 
the  grenadiers,  volunteers,  and  all  the  Seapoys,  to  go  as  near  as  they  could, 
under  cover,  and  be  ready  for  an  afl"ault  as  foon  as  a  breach  fliould  be  made, 
whilft  the  reft  of  the  army  halted  in  a  hollow  on  the  plain,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept the  garrifon,  if  they  attempted  to  retreat.  While  we  were  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  and  ignorant  of  any  other  enemy  than  thofe  in  the  place,  we  were  alarmed 
at  the  fight  of  fome  horfe  in  our  rear  ;  and  before  we  had  time  to  get  out  of 
this  unlucky  fituation,  we  found  ourfelves  almoft  furrounded  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  got  poflTeflion  of  the  eminences,  and  began  to  fire  on  us.  Such  a  fudden 
furprife  might  have  endangered  our  little  army,  had  not  the  Colonel  afted 
with  great  prefence  of  mind.  He  immediately  detached  platoons  wherever  the 
enemy  appeared  moft  formidable ;  but  they,  prefumptuous  from  their  triumph 
over  us  at  Calcutta,  ftood  with  great  boldnefs,  and  killed  and  wounded  eight 
men  of  the  firft  platoon  that  advanced  ;  but  now  we  brought  a  field-piece  to 
bear  upon  them,  which  kept  them  at  a  greater  diftance ;  and  the  detachment 
that  had  been  made  for  the  aflTault  of  the  fort,  being  returned  on  hearing  the 
firing,  and  having  joined  us,  we  marched  into  the  open  plain,  and  difcovered 
our  enemy  to  be  Monichchund,  the  Soubah's  Governor  of  Calcutta,  who  was 
come  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  place,  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  horfe  and 
foot;  but  being  ftunned  with  the  firing  of  the  King's  fhips,  he  thought  his 
afllftance  would  be  fruitlefs,  and  was  returning,  when  he  came  unexpeftedly 
upon  us,  and  attacked  us  with  great  bravery. 

In  this  fkirmifli  we  had  twenty-one  Europeans  killed  and  wounded,  and 
feveral  Seapoys.  Monichchund  received  a  fhot  through  his  turban,  loft  his 
fecond  in  command,  and  about  fifty  of  his  men,  and  was  fo  intimidated,  by 
the  reception  he  met  with,  that,  without  making  any  ftay  at  Calcutta,  he 
haftened  away  to  his  mafter,  to  aflTure  him,  that  thefe  were  not  the  fame  kind 
•M  of  Engliflimen  he  had  before  met  with.    The  ftiips  foon  filenced  the  fort;  and, 

as   our  little  army   was  not  fufficicnt  to   furround  the  place,  the  garrifon 

retreated. 
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retreatedj  unknown  to  us  j  and,  as  the  troops  had  been  very  much  fatigued,  the 
Colonel  propofed  to  defer  the  aflault  till  day-break ;  but  fome  feamen  advancing 
juft  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening  very  near,  and  receiving  no  fire,  they  gave  a  huzza, 
when  fuddenly  the  whole  army,  without  waiting  for  orders  or  officers,  rufhed 
forward  over  the  bridge,  which  the  enemy  had  negledled  to  break  down,  and 
entered  at  the  breach  made  by  the  fhips;  and  in  this  confufion  Captain  Dougal 
Campbell,  preffing  forward  to  reftrain  the  men,  was,  by  miltake,  killed  by 
our  own  people,  to  the  great  concern  of  the  whole  army,  as  he  was  a  brave 
and  capable  officer,  and  a  worthy,  generous  man. 

January  2,  I7S7>  the  troops  re-embarked,  and  January  3,  at  day-break, 
were  again  landed  in  fight  of  Calcutta,  which  the  enemy  abandoned  almofl:  as 
foon  as  our  ffiips  came  abreaft  of  it,  firing  only  the  guns  that  were  ready  loaded, 
which  did  fome  execution  on  the  Tyger ;  and  then  Mr.  Watfon  landed  the 
King's  troops,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  fort.  The  inhabitants,  in  the  joy  of 
returning  to  their  fettlements,  feemed  to  forget  they  were  returned  to  empty 
houfes,  and  univerfal  bankruptcy. 

The  conduit  of  political  affairs  was  now  veiled  in  a  feleft  Committee  and 
the  Colonel ;  the  Admiral  being  pleafed  to  declare,  they  were  the  beft  judges 
of  the  Company's  intereft,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  execute  whatever  they 
thought  moft  conducive  to  it.  The  Committee  left  the  correfpondence  with 
the  Soubah  to  the  Colonel,  whom  we  are  henceforward  to  confider  as  chief 
negociator  of  all  affairs  with  the  government. 

An  expedition  was  fent  againft  Houghly,  under  the  condufl  of  Major 
Kilpatrick,  with  the  King's  troops,  volunteers,  grenadiers,  and  two  com- 
panies of  feapoys,  fupported  by  the  Bridgewater,  and  manned  boats  of  the 
fquadron.  The  enemy  were  very  numerous,  having  fix  thoufand  men  in  the 
fort,  and  in  an  adjacent  camp.  They  flood  the  affault,  which  was  very  bloody 
to  them,  with  little  lofs  on  our  fide.  The  fort  and  city  were  plundered, 
and  as  many  of  the  magnificent  houfes  deflroyed,  as  the  fhort  time  would 
permit. 

The  account  given  of  us  by  the  Houghly  fugitives  and  Moniclichund,  had 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  him,  that  he  would  gladly  have  confented  to  our 
return  on  our  former  footing;  but  it  hurt  his  pride,  to  think  of  having  fatis- 
faftion  forced  from  him  by  merchants  :  however,  he  continued  his  march, 
determined  to  fight,  or  negociate,  as  opportunity  gave  him  advantage.  The 
probability  of  a  war  with  France,  which  would  require  our  whole  force  on  the 
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coaft  of  Coromandel,  the  uncertainty  of  an  aftion,  efpecially  if  the  French  fhould 
join  him ;  but,  above  all,  a  great  part  of  our  force  not  being  yet  arrived, 
inclined  us  to  wifli  for  honourable  peace.  At  all  events,  every  day  gained 
was  an  advantage  ;  we  were  deftiture  of  draught  and  carriage  oxen,  and 
many  other  things  abfolutely  neceflary,  before  we  could  take  the  field.  A 
camp  was  formed  on  a  plain  about  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  Calcutta^ 
which  was  made  as  ftrong  as  the  fituation  and  time  would  permit ;  and  the 
Soubah  advancing,  the  troops  fent  to  Houghly  rejoined  us,  and  our  whole 
force  now  amounted  to  four  hundred  battalion,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
train,  and  one  thoufand  four  hundred  feapoys  j  for  the  Cumberland  was  not 
vet  arrived. 

Colonel  Clive,  on  his  firft  arrival,  had  wrote  the  Soubah,  "  That  Admi- 
ral Watfon,  commander  of  the  King's  invincible  fhips  ;  and  himfelf,  a  fol- 
dier,  whofe  conquefts  in  Decan  might  have  reached  his  ears ;  were  come  to 
revenge  the  injuries  he  had  done  the  Englifh  Company  j  that  it  would  better 
become  him  to  Ihew  his  love  of  juftice,  by  making  them  ample  fatisfaction 
for  all  their  loffes,  than  expofe  his  country  to  be  the  feat  of  war."  Such  a 
haughty  ftile  aftonifhed  himj  he  would  not  deign  to  anfwer  it,  but  per- 
mitted Jagutfeat,  and  others  of  the  great  men,  who  had  letters  addrefled. 
to  them  to  the  fame  purpofe,  to  anfwer  them,  and  direfted  them  to  found 
our  difpofitions  and  expedliations  -,  and  Jagutfeat's  agent  in  camp  wrote,  by 
his  orders,  to  defire  the  Colonel  would  fend  a  perfon,  in  whom  he  could 
coniide,  to  treat  with  him ;  whofe  coming  he  fhould  wait  at  a  place  called 
Nabob  Gunge,  twenty  miles  from  our  camp ;  but  the  very  fame  day  his 
van  appeared,  pafTing  our  army,  as  if  on  their  way  to  Calcutta.  This  had 
fo  much  the  appearance  of  an  intended  infult  or  deceit,  that  the  Colonel 
marched  out,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  Europeans,  and  one  thoufand  fea- 
poys, with  two  field-pieces  ;  and  toward  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  a  can- 
nonading enfued  j  but  the  enemy  was  fo  advantageoufly  pofted,  that  the 
effeft  was  trifling  on  either  fide,  and  night  approaching,  the  Colonel  re- 
turned to  camp.  The  Soubah,  pretending  to  be  ignorant  of  what  had  pafTed, 
fent  a  meflenger  to  condu6t  to  him  whoever  the  Colonel  fhould  think  fit  to 
fend;  Meff.  Walfli  andScrafton  were  appointed;  and  in  the  mean  time,  under  • 
cover  of  this  negociation,  the  Soubah  himfelf,  with  his  whole  army,  pafTed 
vn  fight  of  us,  and  encamped  between  our  army  and  the  town ;  which  he. 
rldiculoufly  thought  a  mafter-piec€  of  policy,  on  a  falfe  notion,  that  Cal- 
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cutta,  thus  deprived  of  relief,  muft  fall  into  his  hands,  and  our  army  would 
be  then  at  his  mercy.  The  two  gentlemen  were  much  furprized  to  find,  that 
the  Soubah,  inftead  of  waiting  at  the  place  appointed,  was  already  with  his 
army  in  the  fuburbs  of  Calcutta.  February  4,  1757,  at  feven  in  the  even- 
ing, the  Soubah  gave  them  audience  in  Omichund's  garden,  where  he  af- 
fefted  to  appear  in  great  ftate,  attended  by  the  beft-looking  men  amono-ft 
his  officers,  hoping  to  intimidate  them  by  fo  warlike  an  afiembly.  After 
the  firfl:  compliments,  they  were  defired  to  retire,  and  acquaint  his  minifters 
with  their  propofals.  Prior  to  any  accommodation,  they  infilled  on  the 
Soubah's  returning  to  the  place  from  which  he  firfl  offered  to  treat ;  but 
finding  the  minifler  fhuffled  with  them,  they  defired  a  private  conference 
with  the  Soubah :  but  he  judging  from  his  own  treacherous  difpofition,  was 
fo  firmly  perfuaded  that  they  had  private  arms  about  them,  and  wanted  to 
afl"affinate  him,  that  he  could  by  no  means  be  brought  to  truft  himfelf  alone 
with  them  -,  fo  that,  finding  the  Soubah  only  intended  to  amufe  them,  they 
pretended  to  be  fatisfied,  and  defired  to  depart.  The  Soubah  difmifled 
them,  telling  them  he  expefted  their  return  in  the  morning,  with  full  powers 
to  finilh  every  thing ;  and  defired,  before  they  quitted  the  camp,  they  would 
go  to  the  tent  of  Jagutfeat's  agent,  who  had  fomething  to  communicate  to 
them  that  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Colonel. 

The  Soubah  had  given  orders  to  detain  them  there,  and  propofed  to  af- 
fault  the  fort  the  next  day ;  but  fufpefting  his  defign,  they  put  out  their 
lights,  pufhed  forward,  and  foon  gained  the  camp.  On  reporting  their  em- 
bafly  to  the  Colonel,  he  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  day-break  ;  a 
refolution  that  may  appear  rafh  to  many,  for  the  Soubah's  army  confifted 
of  at  leafl  eighteen  thoufand  horfe,  and  fixty  thoufand  foot,  with  forty  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon  ;  but  the  Colonel  confidered  only  the  neceffity  of  the  at- 
tempt, and  not  the  danger ;  for  all  our  black  camp  followers  had  difappeared 
at  the  approach  of  the  Soubah's  army,  and  we  muft  very  foon  have  been 
diftrefl"ed  for  provifions.  To  our  force,  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
■was  added  fix  hundred  failors  from  the  fquadron  :  and  the  plan  of  operation* 
was,  to  nail  up  the  cannon,  and  pufh  at  the  head  quarters.  February  5, 
we  marched  at  about  three  in  the  morning,  and  our  project  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  we  came  upon  them  unexpeftedly ;  but,  when  the  day  appeared,  there 
came  on  fo  thick  a  fog,  that  it  was  impofllble  to  difcover  any  objeft  at  ten 
yards  diftance ;  and  this  was  the  Soubah's  prefervation  -,  for  the  fog  clear- 
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ing  up  for  a  few  minutes,  between  feven  and  eight,  we  found  oiirfelves  at  a 
great  diftancc  fronn  the  head  quarters,  and  expofed  to  the  enemy's  artillery, 
which  did  great  execution  amongft  us.  The  country  too  was  "full  of  holes 
and  ditches,  which  the  enemy  had  lined  with  mufquetry,  which  did  us  fome 
mifchief  J  but  from  this  immenfe  army  we  had  no  regular  attack,  except  from  a 
large  body  of  Ferfian  horfe,  who  received  a  general  volley  from  the  whole 
battalion,  which  obliged  them  to  face  about  with  the  lofs  of  near  half  their 
number.  Thus  finding  himfclf  difappointed  in  his  principal  objedl,  the 
Colonel  ordered  the  march  towards  Calcutta. 

The  enemy  now  prelTed  on   our  rear,  and  took  two  of  our  field-pieces, 
one  of  which  had  the  carriage  broke   by  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  we 
had  fome  men  picked  off  from  behind  cover.     At  eleven  o'clock  we  reached 
the  fort,  and  found  our  whole  lofs   of  killed   and  wounded  was  about  an 
hundred  and  twenty  foldiers  and  failors,  and  an  hundred  feapoys  ;  a  confiderable 
diminution  of  our  fmall  force  !  But  the  enemy  fuffered  much  more,  having  lofl 
fix  or  feven  hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded,  with  two  general  officers,  befides 
a  vaft  number  of  oxen,  camels,  horfes  and  elephants  :  our  army  marched  out 
again  in  the  evening  to  their  former  camp,  theroutebeing  within  a  mile  of  the 
Soubah's  head  quarters,  though  covered  with  a  wood;  but  the  morning's 
alarm  had  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  them,  that,  far  from  attacking  us,  they 
were  ready  for  confufed  flight,  with  which  we  were  not  at  that  time  ac- 
quainted.    The  greateft  advantage  we  reaped  from  this  action,  was  in  the 
effeft  it  had  upon  the  Soubah,  who  was  not  only  intimidated  by  the  bold- 
nefs  of  the  attempt,  but  ftruck  with  his   own  imprudence,  in  having  ex- 
pofed himfelf  to  be  attacked  at  fuch  a  difadvantage.     To  add  to  his  uneafi- 
nefs,  he  thought  he  difcovered  fome   appearance  of  difaffeftion  in  fome  of 
his  principal  officers,  particularly  in  Meer  Jaffier,  whofe  conduft    in   this 
affair  had  been  very  myfterious.     The  Soubah's  army  pafled  that  night  under 
arms,  in  continual  apprehenfion  of  being  attacked  j  and  early  in  the  morn- 
ing he  fent  a  meflenger  to  enquire  the  caufe  of  our  behaviour,  and  to  re- 
new the  treaty  j  and,  under  cover  of  this  negociation,  he  thought  himfelf 
very  happy  in  quitting  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta,  and  encamping  on 
a  plain  within  fight  of  our  army.     Had  he  continued  there  but  one  day 
longer,  the  Colonel  intended  to  have  had  a  battery  on  Dum  Dumma  bridge, 
which  would  have  commanded   the  lake,  and  put  his  army  entirely  at  our 
mercy.    But  now,  only  fenflble  of  our  own  lofs,  aad  ignorapt  of  the  efFeft 
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it  had  on  the  enemy,  we  gladly  renewed  the  treaty,  which  in  two  days  was 
figned  by  both  parties. 

ARTICLES  ftgncd  and  fealed  by  his  Excellency  Surajah  Dowla,  Soulah  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orijfa,   dated  February  <^,   ^ISl' 

I'  Y^^Hatever  rights  and  privileges  the  King  has  granted  the  Englifli  Co<n- 
pany  in  their  Phirmaunds,  and  Hufbulhookums,  Hiall  be  acknowledg- 
ed, and  ftand  good  ;  whatever  villages  have  been  given  to  the  Company  by  the 
Phirmaunds,  notwithftanding  they  have  been  with-held  by  former  Soubahs 
Ihall  be  given  up  to  them ;  nor  fhall  the  Zemindars  oppofe  their  takino-  pof- 
leffion  of  thofe  villages. Agreed  to. 

II.  All  goods  paffing  and  repaffing  through  the  country,  by  land  or  by 
water,  with  Englifh  duftucks,  Ihall  be  exempted  from  any  tax,  fee,  or  im- 
pofition,  of  the  Gantwattas,  Choqueedars,  Zemindars,  or  others.-* — Ao-reed 
to. 

III.  All  the  Company's  faftories  feizedby  the  Soubah,  fhall  be  returned; 
all  the  money,  goods,  and  effefts,  belonging  to  the  Company,  their  fervants 
and  tenants,  which  have  been  feized  and  taken  by  the  Soubah,  fhall  be  re- 
ftored ;  and  what  has  been  plundered   by  the  people,   made  good   by  the 

payment  of  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  as  his  juftice  fhall  think  reafonable. 

I  will  reftore  only  what  has  been  accounted  for  in  the  government  books. 

IV.  The  Company  fliall  be  allowed  to  fortify  Calcutta,  in  fuch  manner  aj 
they  fhall  think  proper,  without  hindrance  or  obftmdion. Agreed  to. 

V.  And  to  coin  ficcas,  both  of  gold  and  filver,  of  equal  finenefs  with  thofe 

of  Muxadavad,  which  fhall  pafs  current  through  the  provinces. Agreed 

to. 

Then  followed  the  Soubah's  feal  ;  and  having  fworn  to   fulfil  the  fame 
Mcer  JafHer  and  Roydullub,  two  of  his  general  ofRcers,  under-figned  it  as 
Securities. 

■  The  Soubah  then  fent  the  ufual  prefent  to  the  Governor,  Admiral,  and 
Colonel,  confining  each  of  an  elephant  drefs,  and  head-jewel ;  wliich  were 
received  by  the  Governor  and  Colonel,  as  reprefentatives  of  the  Company. 
Mr.  Watfon,  as  reprefentative  of  the  King,  refufed  to  accept  the  prefent; 
but  received  the  Soubah's  officers  who  brought  it  in  a  very  polite  manner 
on  board  the  Kent,  and  difplayed  to  them  his  lower  tier  of  thirty-two 
pounders,  of  which  they  made  a  dreadful  report  to  their  mafterj  who,  not 
9  con- 
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conceiving  any  great  liking  to  his  new  friends,  marched  with  all  hafte  to 
the  capital,  happily  for  his  fubjefts,  fomewhat  humbled  by  his  late  defeat. 
Mr.  Watts  being  well  verfed  in  the  country  language,  and  in  their  politics 
and  cuftoms,  accompanied  the  Soubah,  to  attend  the  fulfilling  of  the  treaty. 

The  Afghuans,  mountaineers  who  poffefs  Candahar  and  the  mountains 
that  divide  Perfia  from  Hindoftan,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  former  in- 
vaders, entered  the  country  with  fo  powerful  an  army,  commanded  by  an 
old  officer  of  the  Shali's,  named  Abdalla  Caun,  that  the  court  of  Dehli, 
unable  to  refift,  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror;  and  news  now  came,  that  he 
intended  a  vifit  to  the  eaftern  provinces.  This  alarmed  the  Soubah,  who 
acquainted  the  Colonel  with  it,  and  dropped  fome  hints  of  wanting  his 
affiftance.  The  Colonel  on  the  firft  advices,  crofled  the  Ganges,  which  was 
equally  convenient  either  to  march  to  Chandernagore,  or  to  the  Soubah. 

Mr.  Watts  found,  that  the  French  had,  by  the  prevailing  power  of  cor- 
ruption, won  over  to  their  intereft  feveral  courtiers,  who  were  moft  in  the 
Soubah's  confidence ;  and  had  certain  information,  that  the  Soubah  had 
wrote  to  Monf.  Buffey,  who  commanded  a  large  army  in  the  Decan,  that 
he  might  be  affured  he  would  never  fulfil  the  treaty,  but  would  infallibly 
join  the  French,  and  fall  on  us,  whenever  our  fquadron  and  forces  left  the 
river ;  that  the  only  way  to  prevent  it,  was,  to  attack  the  French,  while  he 
was  influenced  by  his  fears  of  the  Afghuans.  Mr.  Watts's  judgment  will 
hereafter  appear  to  be  well  founded,  as  the  Soubah  had  already  fent  a  large 
body  of  troops  to  alTift  the  French  -,  had  returned  the  two  lacks  of  rupees 
taken  from  them  the  year  before ;  and  had  entered  into  fome  private  nego- 
ciation  with  the  French  governor,  wherein  he  promifed  him  the  government 
of  Houghly,  a  mint,  and  other  advantages.  His  efpoufing  their  caufe  fo 
warmly,  made  us  ftill  cautious  of  provoking  him  too  far;  but  Mr.  Watts 
made  fo  artful  an  ufe  of  his  fears  of  the  Afghuans,  obferving  to  him  that  we 
could  never  think  of  leaving  our  lettlement  to  be  attacked  by  the  French, 
in  cafe  he  required  our  affiflance  againft  them,  that,  partly  by  fuch  argu- 
ments, and,  taught  by  the  French  the  power  of  money  at  the  Soubah's  court, 
partly  by  a  handfome  prefent  of  money  to  his  firfl:  fecretary,  he  produced 
the  following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Watfon : 

"  'VT'OUR  agreeable  letter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  mine,  which  you 
tell  me  has  difpelled  your  anxiety ;  that  you  had  hitherto  forbore  attack- 
ing die  French,  out  of  regard  to  me  j  that  you  had  prepared  reafonable  articles  j 

had. 
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had  fent  for  them,  and  told  them  to  fign  them ;  that  they  gave  for  anfwer, 
if  any  future  commander  fhould  difapprove  them,  they  had  not  power  tO' 
over-rule  him  j  that  therefore  peace  had  not  taken  place,  with  other  dif- 
agreeable  circumftances  :  I  have  received,  and  I  have  well  confidered  it.  If 
it  be  true,  that  one  Frenchman  does  not  approve,  and  abide  by  a  treaty 
entered  into  by  another,  no  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  them.  The  rea- 
fon  of  my  forbidding  war  in  my  country  is,  I  look  on  the  French  as  my 
own  fubjeds,  becaufe  they  have,  in  this  affair,  implored  my  protefbion ;  for 
which  reafon  I  wrote  to  you  to  make  peace  with  them,  or  elfe  I  had  neither 
pleaded  for  them,  nor  protecfted  them;  but  you  are  a  generous  and  wife 
man,  and  well  know,  if  an  enemy  comes  to  you  with  a  clear  heart,  to  im- 
plore your  mercy,  his  life  fhould  be  granted  to  him ;  that  is,  if  you  think 
him  pure  of  heart ;  but,  if  you  miftruft  his  Cncerity,  Act  according  to  the 

TIME  AND  OCCASION." 

This  letter  may  be  very  well  underftood,  as  a  confent  to  our  attacking 
the  French,  though  it  certainly  was  never  meant  as  fuch ;  for  he  had  nor 
only  his  colours  flying,  and  a  body  of  men  at  Chandernagore,  but  had  ten 
thoufand  men  marching  towards  us,  under  the  command  of  Roydullub,  who 
were  advanced  as  far  as  Placis,  near  thirty  miles  from  the  capital ;  another 
of  four  or  five  thoufand  ftill  nearer,  under  the  command  of  Monichchund : 
but  another  well-applied  bribe  to  Nuncomar,  the  governor  of  Houghly,  re- 
moved all  obftacles ;  for  it  perfuaded  him  to  withdraw  the  troops  under  his: 
command  from  Chandernagore,  and  to  write  the  Soubah,  "  That  as  the 
French  were  by  no  means  able  to  refifl:  the  Englilh,  he  had  therefore  or- 
dered his  troops  to  Houghly,  left  his  viftorious  colours  Ihould  be  in- 
volved in  their  difgrace."  This  the  Soubah  approved  of,  and  wrote  to  Roy- 
dullub and  Monichchund  to  proceed  no  farther.  Thus,  floating  between  his 
fears  and  wiflies,  he  fhamefully  abandoned  thofe  whom  he  was  bound,  both 
for  his  honour  and  intereft,  to  fupport ;  and  now,  no  farther  obftacle  remain- 
ing. Colonel  Clive,  who  was  advanced  almoft  to  the  limits  of  Chanderna- 
gore, as  if  on  his  way  to  join  the  Soubah,  immediately  began  the  fiege. 

The  fort  was  a  regular  fquare,  mounting  twelve  twenty-four  pounders-  on 
each  baftion,  with  feveral  cannon  mounted  en  barbette-,  a  fine  ravelin  be- 
fore the  gate  to  the  river-fide ;  the  ditch  imperfeft ;  no  glacis  ;  and  but  a  fraalh 
efplanade  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  j  and  had,  of  foldiers,  failors^ 

and 
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and  other  Europeans,  near  fix  hundred  men  in  garrifon,  befides  three  hun- 
dred good  feapoys.  It  was  invefled  on  the  /jth  of  March  ;  the  14th  the 
French  abandoned  their  outworks;  and  from  that  time  to  the  aad,  were 
moftly  employed  in  erecting  two  batteries,  which  were  then  ready.  On  the 
a3d,  Mr,  Watfon,  joined  by  Mr.  Pocock,  (who,  on  his  fhip's  arrival  at  Bal- 
lafore,  hearing  what  was  going  forward,  to  partake  of  the  glory  of  the  adtion, 
came  up  in  a  light  boat,  and  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Tyger)  pafled 
the  Ihips  the  French  had  funk,  owing  to  their  neglect,  in  finking  them  fo 
■wide  as  to  leave  a  paiTage  between  them,  and  at  feven  in  the  morning  the 
fliips  came  a-breaft  of  the  fort,  and  the  land  batteries  were  opened. 

For  two  hours  it  v/as  as  bloody  an  engagement  as  any  during  the  whole 
war.  The  Kent  lay  expofed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  flank  of  the  inland 
baflion,  by  the  tide  falling,  and  preventing  her  coming  to  her  proper  flia- 
tion.  In  this  attack,  Captain  Speke,  the  Admiral's  captain,  whofe  wife 
counfels  and  enterprifing  fpirit  contributed  much  to  the  great  fuccefs 
of  the  little  fquadron  in  India,  had  part  of  his  leg  carried  away  by 
the  fame  ball  that  unfortunately  killed  his  fon.  Mr.  Perrault,  firfl:  lieute- 
nant, and  feveral  other  officers,  were  killed.  The  Tyger  alfo  fufFered  very 
confiderably  in  men  and  officers,  and  Mr.  Pocock  himfelf  received  a  flight 
wound.  But  the  French,  having  feveral  guns  difmounted,  their  parapet  al- 
mofl:  demolilhed  by  the  fire  of  the  fliips  ;  their  whole  curtain  enfiled  by  the 
fire  of  our  mufquetry  from  the  tops  of  the  houfes  of  the  town ;  and  a  breach 
nearly  made;  capitulated,  and  had  favourable  terms  granted  them.  The 
army  fuflTered  but  very  little,  but  the  fquadron  had  above  an  hundred  and 
forty  killed  and  wounded.  The  goods  found  in  the  warehoufes  were  fold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  produced  about  ten  lacks  of  rupees. 
The  fquadron  returned  to  Calcutta,  but  the  army  encamped  at  the  back 
-  of  Chandernagore.  Surajah  Dowla  was  in  great  agitation  of  mind  during 
the  fiege,  fometimes  threatening  Mr.  Watts,  and  fometimes  careffing  him, 
conformable  to  the  news  of  the  day;  but,  when  the  fatal  event  of  thefurrender 
of  the  place  was  communicated  to  him  by  a  letter  from  the  Colonel,  wherein 
he  afcribed  his  fuccelfes  to  the  favour  of  Heaven  and  his  excellency's  au- 
fpices,  under  which  his  arms  had  been  fo  fortunate;  he  affedled  to  conceal 
his  chagrin  in  outward  demonftration  of  joy,  and  wrote  the  Colonel  the 
tnoft  pompous  congratulations  upon  the  occafion.  To  complete  his  con- 
fufion,  he  now  received  the  news  of  the  Afghuans  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try. 
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try,  having  carried  away  almoft  as  great  a  treafure  as  Shall  Nadir;  and  alfo 
of  Monf.  Buffey's  being  obliged  to  return  to  quiet  fome  troubles  that  had  broke 
out  in  the  Decan ;  fo  that  looking  on  us  as  his  only  enemies,  and  fenfible  of 
his  folly  in  abandoning  the  French  to  us,  he  determined  to  proteft  the  fmall 
remainder  of  them,  which  was  about  an  hundred  men,  colledled  together  at 
Coflimbuzar,  under  the  command  of  Monf.  Laws,  and  to  diflemble  his  re- 
fentment,  till  the  return  of  our  fquadron  and  forces  to  the  Coaft,  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  fall  on  us  again,  and  extirpate  us  for  ever.  But,  as  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  conduft  ftrongly  indicated,  that  he  had  views  of  farther 
fervice  from  this  body  of  French,  Mr.  Watfon  wrote  him,  "  That  if  he 
continued  to  prote(5l  the  King's  enemies,  he  would  light  up  a  flame  in  his 
country,  that  all  the  waters  of  the  Ganges  fliould  not  quench."  Thus  in- 
timidated, he  obliged  the  French  to  quit  the  province,  and  to  retire  to  Patna, 
where  he  kept  them  in  referve  againft  a  long-wifhed  moment,  when  the  re- 
turn of  our  force  to  the  Coaft  fliould  leave  us  expofed  to  his  revenge.  From 
the  time  he  heard  that  Chandernagore  was  taken,  he  never  enjoyed  a  mo- 
ment's peace  of  mind.  His  imagination  was  ever  haunted  by  dreadful  no- 
tions of  the  King's  fliips,  which  he  was  told,  and  was  idle  enough  to  be- 
lieve, could  be  brought  up  the  Ganges,  clofe  to  his  capital ;  and,  to  pre- 
vent it,  he  dammed  up  the  mouth  of  the  Coflimbuzar  river.  To  increafe 
his  apprehenfions,  our  army  ftill  continued  in  camp  near  Houghly.  Thefe 
circumftances,  together  witli  the  mortification  of  refunding  the  plunder  of 
Calcutta,  and  the  repeated  demands  of  the  French,  would  fometimes  make 
his  anger  burft  out  from  under  the  veil  of  diffimulation,  in  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  cover  it.  In  one  of  thefe  tranfports,  he  determined  to  break 
with  us,  and  ordered  Meer  Jaffier,  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  to  join  thofe 
at  Placis,  promlfing  him  a  reward  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees  the  day  he  re- 
turned vidorious;  and  fent  for  Mr.  Laws  to  come  down  immediately  from 
Patna,  for  that  he  was  determined  to  fall  onus;  and  turned  our  Vacqueel 
out  of  the  Durbar.  But  thefe  fits  of  valour  were  of  fliort  duration,  his  fears 
again  prevailed  ;  the  march  of  the  troops  was  countermanded  -,  the  Vacqueel 
honoured  with  a  drefs  ;  Mr.  Watts  carefled,  and  his  revenge  fmothered,  till 
it  might  blaze  forth  with  more  fecurity.  But  he  had  now  given  fuch  ftrong 
indications  of  his  refolution  never  to  forgive  us,  that  Colonel  Clive,  ne- 
cefiitated  by  thefe  repeated  proofs  of  the  Soubah's  perfidious  intentions,  re- 
commended to  Mr.  Watts  the  forming  of  a  party  to  join  us,  in  cafe  things 

I  fhould 
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ihoiild  come  to  extremes,  which  many  circumftances  concurred  to  facilitate. 
The  Soubah,  by  the  feverity  and  capricioufnefs  of  his  temper,  had  made 
himfelf  many  fecret  enemies,  both  in  his  court  and  army.     The  old  minifters 
of  his  predeceflTors  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  new  favourites,  chofen  from 
the  dregs  of  the  people,  and   there  was   hardly  one  of  them  but  had,  in  his 
ftarts  of  paffion,  been   threatene'd  with  death ;  while  mutual  miftrufh   pre- 
vented their  taking  any  meafures  for  their  prefervation.     At  laft  one  of  themi 
named  Coda  Yar  Caun    Laitte,  thinking   there  was   more  confidence  to  be 
placed  in  us  than  in  his  own  countrymen,  fent  a  meflage  to  Mr,  Watts,  that 
he  had  fomething  of  great  importance   to  communicate  to  him,  and  wifhed 
to  fee  him.     Mr.  Watts  was   too  clofely  watched   by  the  Soubah's  ipies  to 
venture  himfelf,  but  fent  one  Omichund  to  him,  who  was  an  agent  under 
him.     To  him  he  opened  his  mind  freely,  acquainting  him  with  his  own 
danger  ;  affiired  him  the  Soubah  was, firmly  bent  on  extirpating  us,  and  made 
a  tender  of  his  fervices  ;  Omichund   confirmed  him  in  his  fears  of  the  Sou-f 
bah,  and  gave  him   hopes  his  propofals  would  be  accepted.     A  few  days  af-* 
ter,  Mr.  Watts  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  receive  propofals  of  the  like  na-i 
ture  from  Meer  Jaffier,  a  general,  of  the  firft  rank,  and  nearly  related  to  the 
Soubah,  by  his  marriage  with  Allyvherde  Caun's  filter.     I  have  before  men- 
tioned, that  this  gentleman's  myfterious  conduft  in  the  laft  battle,  where  he 
kept  himfelf  at  a  diftance,  waiting  to  fee  what   ifl"ue  the  affair  was  likely  to 
have,  had  made  the  Soubah  fufpicious  of  him,  as  well  as  of  Roydullub,  for 
his  clofe  connexion  with  him. 

The  uneven  temper  of  the  Soubah  could  never  long  retain  its  difguife ; 
for  though  he  affedled  an  exaggerated  friendfhip  for  thofe  he  intended  to  de- 
ftroy,  yet  his  real  fentiments  would  now  and  then  efcape  him ;  and  he  had 
been  frequently  heard  to  fay,  he  would  have  the  heads  of  them  both.  This 
had  been  told  them,  and  fufficiently  warned  them  to  provide  for  their  fafety  j 
fo  that  Meer  Jaffier  and  Roydullub,  both  judged  the  Englifli  protedlion 
would  be  a  port  of  fafety  to  them.  They  fent  a  man  privately  to  Mr.  Watts, 
to  let  him  know  how  they  ftood  affefted,  and  to  affure  him,  that  Surajah 
Dowla  was  determined  never  to  forgive  the  Englifh  the  difgrace  of  his  late 
defeat,  and  waited  only  a  proper  opportunity  to  fall  on  them  again,  and 
concluded  with  a  hint  that  many  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  whofe 
lives  were  in  continual  jeopardy,  from  the  cruel  and  capricious  temper  of  the 
jSoubah,  had  determined  to  depofe  him ;  that  if  the  Englilh  would  fupport 

Meer 
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Meer  Jaffier  in  his  views  on  the  Soubahfliip,  he  would  readily  make  any  con- 
ceflions  that  miglit  be  deemed  neceflary,  to  indemnify  the  Englilh  for  the 
lofles  they  had  fuftainedj  and  to  render  their  trade  advantageous  to  them. 
Thefe  propofals  were  received  with  great  fatisfaftion ;  and  Mr.  Watts  ac- 
quainted the  Colonel,  and  the  gentlemen  below,  with  it,  who  immediately 
irnpowered  him  to  treat,  and  fettle  the  plan  of  operations  with  Meer  Jaffier. 
Mr.  Watts  had  an  interview  with  Meer  Jaffier,  who  reprefented  to  him,  that  no- 
thing could  be  done  while  the  Nabob's  army  was  in  the  field,  as  it  feparated  him 
from  the  heads  of  his  party  j  and  hindered  him  from  concerting  proper  mea- 
fures  with  him.  It  was  agreed,  therefore,  to  lull  the  Soubah  into  a  firm  perfuafion 
of  our  peaceable  intentions,  and  to  try,  by  difiimulation,  to  remove  this  ob- 
ftacle.  For  this  purpofe,  the  Colonel  ordered  the  army  into  quarters,  and 
wrote  the  Soubah,  "  That  while  the  armies  continued  in  the  field,  their  ene- 
mies would  be  endeavouring  to  interrupt  that  perfeft  harmony  and  friendfliip 
which  fubfifled  between  them ;  that  he  had  therefore  put  his  army  into  quar- 
ters ;  and,  though  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  his  Excellency's  ftrid:  adherence 
to,  and  full  compliance  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  yet,  neverthelefs, 
he  wilhed  he  would  difappoint  thofe  hopes  their  mutual  enemies  entertained, 
by  withdrawing  his  army  from  Placis,  and  that  he  would  haften  the  payment 
of  the  money,  and  other  articles  of  the  treaty," 

The  Soubah  was  glad  to  be  freed  from  the  uneafinefs  our  army  gave  him, 
by  being  in  the  field,  thanked  the  Colonel  for  this  proof  of  his  friendfhip, 
and  promifed  to  put  his  troops  into  quarters :  but  thefe  words  were  too  in- 
confonant  to  his  fchemes,  to  be  followed  by  aflions  j  for  he  flill  continued 
his  army  encamped,  and  prolonged,  to  the  utmoft,  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
By  the  happy  ufe  of  an  unexpedted  event,  this  obflacle  was  removed,  and  the 
Soubah  became  the  dupe  of  his  own  proje6ts. 

The  Mharattas,  hearing  of  the  troubles  in  Bengal,  and  thinking  it  a  proper 
opportunity  to  annex  fo  rich  a  province  to  their  already  too  extenfive  empire, 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Calcutta  the  following  letter : 

Ballajerow  Seehoo  Bajeroy,  Vizir  to  Ram  Rajah.,  brother  to  Rajah  Schoo,  from 
Hydrahad,  to  Roger  Drake,  Governor  of  Calcutta. 

"  T  HAVE  a  long  time  wiflied  for  a  meeting  with  you,  which  the  great  dif- 

tance  has  prevented.  Every  thing  profpers  with  me;  and  it  is  my  wilh  that 

fuccefs  attend  you,  with  long  life  and  happinefs.     Your  misfortunes  have  been 
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related  to  me  by  Ragooje,  fon  to  Janoogee.  Make  yourfelf  eafy,  and  be  my 
friend ;  fend  me  your  propofals,  fuch  as  you  imagine  may  be  for  the  beft  ; 
and,  with  the  Divine  afTiftance,  Sumfeer  Caun  Bhadre,  and  Ragoo  BaboOy. 
fon  to  Bajorey,  fhall  enter  Bengal  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe; 
befides,  there  are  other  forces  fhall  be  ready  at  your  call,  if  you  have  need  of 
them,  having  wrote  to  Meu  Caun  to  proceed  to  you,  whenever  you  fliall 
write  to  him  to  that  efFed:.  Whatever  merchandize  and  riches  you  have  loft  in 
Bengal,  the  double  of  its  value  fliall  be  reftored  by  me.  Do  not,  on  any 
account,  make  peace  with  the  Nabob.  In  a  few  days  my  forces  fhall  enter 
Bengal,  and  the  trade  of  the  province  fhall  be  entirely  yours.  Govinroy  will 
relate  to  you  further  particulars  :  to  him  communicate  what  force  you  have 
need  of,  and  due  regard  fhall  be  paid  to  your  direftions.  The  French  fhall; 
notremaininBengal:  your  forces  fhall  keep  them  out- by  fea,  mine  by  land." 

The  perfon  mentioned  in  the  letter  had  a  private  conference  with  Colonel 
Clive,  wherein  he  confirmed  the  contents.  The  Colonel's  firft  reflexion  was, . 
that  this  might  poflibly  be  an  invention  of  the  Soubah  to  found  his  intentions} 
when  fuddenly,  with  that  quicknefs  of  thought  by  which  he  was  diflin- 
guifhed  on  all  emergencies,  he  determined  to  turn  the  ftratagem  on  the  head 
of  the  inventor,  by  fending  the  letter  to  the  Soubah  himfelf  j  which,  if  fuf- 
picions  were  juft,  would  deceive  the  Soubah  into  a  firm  perfuafion  that  we 
had  no  jealoufy  of  his  defigns ;  or,  if  the  letter  was  real,  would  awe  him  by 
the  fear  of  fo  powerful  an  alliance.  Mr.  Scrafton  was  accordingly  difpatchedc 
with  thefe  propofals,  acompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Colonel ;  in  which  he 
wrote  him,  "  That,  notwithftanding  he  had  put  the  army  into  quarters,  and 
given  every  proof  his  Excellency  could  require  of  his  firm  intentions  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace,  he  was  not  yet  fo  happy  as  to  gain  his  Excellency's  confidence, 
who  ftill  kept  a  large  army  encamped  at  Placis,  which  feemed  to  hang  like 
an  impending  ftorm  over  our  heads  >  kept  the  provinces  alarmed,  and  prevented 
the  merchants  from  reforting  to  Calcutta.  That  he  had  but  one  proof  more 
to  give  him  of  his  fincerity,  which  the  bearer  would  acquaint  him  with.  If 
that  would  not  fuffice,  he  fhould  think  himfelf  for  ever  banifhed  from  his 
confidence  and  friendfhip." 

The  Soubah,  who  had  been  informed  by  his  fpies  of  the  interview  between 
the  Colonel  and  the  Mharatta  agent,  and  of  his  letter  being  on  the  way,  was 
impatient  to  know  the  contents.  Mr.  Watts  introduced  Mr.  Scrafton.  to  the 
Soubah,  and  they  found  him  accompanied  by  Naranfing,  the  head  fpy,  Mo- 

nichchund, 
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nichchund,  and  Jagutleat.  The  Soubah  affefted  to  be  charmed  with  the 
Colonel's  letter,  which  was  enforced  by  every  argument  fuitable  to  the  occafion  ; 
he  exprefled  fome  doubt  of  the  Colonel's  fincerity,  but  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  put  on  the  appearance  of  convidlion,  when  the  Mharatta's  letter  was  deli- 
vered to  him.  Having  read  it,  he  broke  forth  into  loud  acclamations  to  the 
Colonel's  praife;  and,  thinking  now  to  deceive  us  by  this  feigned  confidence, 
faid,  he  would  order  his  army  into  quarters ;  and  did  not  doubt  but  our  fleet 
and  army  would  quit  the  country  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit ;  and 
defired  we  would  go  to  Rajah  Mohanloll,  his  prime  minifter,  to  whom  he 
had  given  orders  to  finilh  our  affairs ;  and  immediately  ordered  the  troops 
into  the  city. 

The  minifler  afted  the  fame  part  as  his  mafleri  but,  like  an  old  prac- 
titioner in  minifterial  arts,  propofed,  that  the  Colonel  fhould  fend  up  a  dif- 
charge  in  full  of  all  fums  flipulated  by  the  treaty,  though  nothing  was  yet 
determined  with  refped  to  the  thirty-eight  villages*,  and  very  little  progrefs 
made  in  the  reft  of  the  treaty  j  and  that  by  the  time  it  arrived,  the  whole 
fhould  be  difcharged.  The  Soubah  returned  the  Colonel  a  favourable  anfwer, 
and  told  the  gentleman  who  carried  the  letter,  that  he  expected  him  back  in 
a  week  with  the  defired  difcharge,  and  then  he  would  reward  him  with  great 
prefents  and  honours. 

Every  thing  was  now  in  a  fair  wayj  the  Placis  army  broken  up  and  put 
into  quarters  j  and  Meer  Jaffier,  after  having  confulted  with  Roydullub,  and 
the  head  of  his  party,  concluded  the  following  treaty  with  Mr.  Watts,  and 
promifed  to  join  us  as  foon  the  armies  drew  near  each  other.  We,  on  our 
parts,  promifed,  by  the  blefTmg  of  God  on  our  arms,  to  make  him  Soubah. 
of  the  three  provinces. 

Treaty  executed  by  Meer  Jaffier  Caun  Bahader. 

T  SWEAR  by  God,  and  the  Prophet  of  God,  to  abide  the  terms  of  this 
treaty  whilft  I  have  life  f. 

treaty   made   ivitb   Admiral  JVatfon,    Colonel  Clive,    and  the  Counfellors,   Mr, 

Drake  and  Mr.  Watts. 
Art.  I.  Whatever  articles  were  agreed  tipon  in  the  time  of  peace^  with 
the  Nabob  Surajah  Dowla,  I  agree  to  comply  with. 

•  See  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty,  page  53. 

t  Thefe  words  were  written  in  his  own  hand,  at  the  beginning  of  the  treaty,  and  were  under- 
iigned  by  hiin» 
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JI.  :The  enemies  of  the  Englifli  are  my  enemies,  whether  riiey  be  Indians 
•  or  Europeans. 

III.  All  theeffefts  and  faftories  belonging  to  the  French  in  the  province  of 
Bengal,  the  paradife  of  nations,  and  Bahar,  and  Oriflajfhall  remain  in  the  poflefllon 
oftheEnglifh,  nor  will  lever  allow  them  any  more  to  fettle  in  the  three  provinces, 

IV.  In  confideration  of  the  lofTes  which  theEnglifh  Company  have  fuftained 
by  the  capture  and  plunder  of  Calcutta  by  the  Nabob,  an.i  the  charges  occa- 
fioned  by  maintenance  of  the  forces,  I  will  give  them  one  crore  of  rupees. 

V.  For  the  efFeds  plundered  from  the  Englifh  inhabitants  at  Calcutta,  I 
agree  to  give  fifty  lacks  of  rupees. 

VI.  For  the  efFefts  plundered  from  the  Gentoos,  Moors,  and  other  inha- 
bitants.of  Calcutta,  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  fhall  be  given. 

VII.  For  the  effeds  plundered  from  the  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 
I  will  give  the  fum  of  feven  lacks  of  rupees. 

The  diftribution  of  the  fums  allotted  to  the  Englifh,  Gentoo,  Moor,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  fhall  be  left  to  Admiral  Watfon,  Colonel  Clive, 
Roger  Drake,  William  Watts,  James  Kilpatrick,  and  Richard  Beecher, 
Efquires,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them,  to  whom  they  think  proper. 

VIII.  Within  the  ditch  which  furrounds  the  borders  of  Calcutta,  are 
trafts  of  land  belonging  to  the  feveral  Zemindars  j  befides  thefe,  I  will  grant 
to  the  Englifh  Company  fix  hundred  yards  without  the  ditch. 

IX.  All  the  land  lying  fouth  of  Calcutta,  as  far  as  Culpea,  fhall  be  under 
the  Zemindary  of  the  Englifh  Company ;  and  all  the  officers  of  thofe  parts 
fhall  be  under  their  jurifdiction.  The  revenues  to  be  paid  by  the  Company 
in  the  fame  manner  with  other  Zemindars. 

X.  Whenever  I  demand  the  afiiflance  of  the  Englifli,  I  will  be  at  the 
charge  of  the  maintenance  of  their  troops. 

XI.  I  WILL  not  ereft  any  new  fortifications  near  the  river  Ganges,  below 
Houghly. 

XII.  As  ibon  as  I  am  eftablifbed  in  the  three  provinces,  the  aforefaid  fums 
fliall  be  faithfully  paid. 

Dated  the  fifteenth  of  the  month  Ramzan,  (June,   1757)  in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reign. 

There  was  a  feparate  treaty,  ftipulating  the  payment  of  fifty  lacks  to  the 
army  and  navy. 

Our 


AND    THE    English.  6^ 

Our   affairs  were  now  drawing  to  a  crifis,  when  an  event  happened,  that 
liad  like  to  have  blafted  all  our  hopes.     Whether  any  thing  of  our  connexions 
with  Meer  Jaffier  had  reached  the  Soubah's  ears,  or  whether  he  had  before 
projefted  his  deftrudtion,  and  thought  this  the  propereft  opportunity,  while 
we  feemed  fo  quiet,  is  uncertain;  but  Meer  JafEer  thought  himfelf  in  Rich  dan- 
ger, that  he  would  no  longer  venture  to  go  to  court,  and  on  his  difobedience 
of  the  Soubah's  fummons,  his  death  was  refolved  upon.     The  artillery  was 
pointed  againft  his  houfe,  and  the  troops  ordered  to  furround  it.     Meer  Jaf- 
fier  acquainted   the   Colonel   with    his   fituation,  and  wrote  him,  that  no^ 
thing  could  extricate  him  from  the  danger  he  was   in,  but   the  news   of  his 
march.     The  die  was  caft;  and  on  the  13th  of  June  the  whole  army  marched 
forward,  and   the    Colonel  wrote  the  Soubah,  the  very  day  of  his  marcii',  . 
to  the  following  purport  :   "  That,  from  his  great  reputation  for  juftice,  and  ^ 
faithful  obfervance  of  his  word,  he  had  been  induced  to  make  peace  with  . 
him,  and  to  pafs  over  the  lofs  ofmany  crores  of  rupees,  fuftained  by  the 
Englifh  in  the  capture    of.  Calcutta,    and    to    reft    content    with    whatever 
he,  in  his  juftice  and  generofity,  fhould  reftore  to   them ;  that  his  Excel- 
lency had    not    thought    fit    to    fet    any    value    on    the    friendftiip    of  the 
Englifti,  but   had,  in  every   thing,    difcouraged,    as   much    as    po-ffible,    the 
Company's  bufmefs,  by  turning  their  Vacqueel  difgracefully  from   his  pre- 
fence,  refufing  free  paflage  to  the  Englifti  through  the  country,  intercepting 
their  trade,  and  fearching  their  fa(5tory  at  Coffimbuzar  for  ammunition   and 
warlike  ftores,  on  pretence  of  their  intending  an  attempt  on   his   life,  in   the 
time  of  profound  peace;  threatening  them  with  inftant  rupture,  if  they  did  not 
fubmit  to  the  fearch;  that  thefe  were  but  trifles,  compared  to  his  open  and 
avowed  protedlion  of  the  King's  enemies,  of  which  his  letters  to  Monf  BufTey, 
wrote   but  a  few  days  after  his  entering  into  a  folemn  treaty  with  us,  inviting 
him  to  his  country,  was  a  flagrant  proof;  that  his  proteftion,  and  allowance 
of  ten  thoufand  rupees  per  month,  to  Monf.  Laws,  and  many  other  circum- 
ftances,  were  not  only  fo  many  deviations  from  the  treaty,  but  evidently 
ftiewed  his  Excellency's  intention  to  fall  upon  the  Englifti,  as  foon  as  the  ab- 
fence  of  their  troops  might  expofe  them  to  it;  that  the  main  article  of  the 
treaty  was  infringed,  in  his  proff'ering  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  fum  paid  into 
the  treafury,  for  the  plunder  of  Calcutta,  and  yet  demanding  a  difcharge  for  the 
whole.     The  Colonel  complained  bitterly  of  fo  many  infults  put  upon  him; 
and  reminded  the  Soubah  how  different  his  own  condu6l  was,  when  called  upon 
..  to 
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to  aflifh  againil  the  Pattans.  He  folemnly  declared,  his  intentions  were  to 
iiave  fought  for  him  to  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood ;  but  feeing  his  Excellency 
had  chofen  his  friends  from  among  his  enemies,  and  had,  in  every  refpeft, 
deviated  from  his  engagements,  he  had  determined,  with  the  approbation  of 
all  who  were  charged  v/ith  the  Company's  affairs,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Cofilmbuzar,  and  fubmit  their  difputes  to  the  arbitration  of  Meer  Jaffier, 
Roydullub,  Jagurfeat,  and  others  of  his  great  men.  That  if  it  ihould  be 
found,  that  he,  the  Colonel,  had  deviated  from  the  treaty,  he  then  fwore  to 
give  up  all  further  claims ;  but  that,  if  it  appeared  his  Excellency  had  broke 
it,  he  fluould  then  demand  fatisfaftion  for  all  the  loffes  fuftained  by  the 
Engliih,  and  all  tlie  charges  of  their  army  and  navy ;  and  concluded  with 
telling  him,  that  the  rains  being  fo  near,  and  it  requiring  many  days  to 
receive  anfwer,  he  had  found  it  neceflary  to  wait  upon  him  immediately." 

Affairs  between  the  Soubah  and  Meer  Jaffier  were  now  at  a  crifis.     Some 
of  the  few  who  were  faithful   to  the  Soubah,  aflured   him  it  was  at  Meer 
Jaffier's  inftigation  that  we  marched  up,  and  advifed  him  to  fall  on  him  imme- 
diately ;  but  others,  of  Meer  Jaffier's  party,  who  were  in  his  confidence,  per- 
fuaded  him  to  make  up  the  breach  for  the  prefent,  and  defer  his   defigns  to 
fome  more  favourable  occafion.     If  the  Soubah  erred  before   in   abandoning 
the  French,  he  doubly  erred  now,  in  admitting  a  fufpicious  friend,  and  one 
whofe  death  he  was  itill  determined  on,  to  continue  in  the  charge  of  a  great 
body  of  troops,  which  felf- defence  would  have  taught  him  to  make  ufe  of  for 
his  own  prefervation.     He  was  fenfible  of  his  weal^nefs  j  but,  inllead  of  having 
refolution  to  rife  above  it,  and  terminating  his  fears  at  once,  by  the  attack  of 
Meer  Jaffier,  he  endeavoured  to  deceive  him,  by  the  thin  difguife  of  grace  and 
pardon,  confirmed   by  oaths.     The  Koran  was  introduced,  the   accuftomed 
pledge  of  their  falfehood ;  the  Soubah  fwore  he  would  never  attempt  his  life; 
Meer  Jaffier,  that  he  would  be  his  faithful  foldier,  and  fight  for  him  to  the 
laft  drop  of  his  blood.     They  parted  with  fmiles  on  their  countenances,  and 
treachery  in  their  hearts,  each   happy  in  the   thought  of  over-reaching  the 
other ;  and  now  we  were  the  grand  objeft  of  their  attention.     The  Soubah 
immediately  took  the  field,  with  about  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  foot,   and   fifty  pieces   of  heavy  cannon  ;   whilft  our  army,   confifting 
of  a  thoufand  Europeans,  and  two  thoufand  Seapoys,  with  fix  field-pieces, 
and  a  fmall  detachment  of  failors  from  the  fquadron,  were  advanced,  partly 
by  land,  and  partly  by  water,  as  far  as  the   town  of  Catwa.     Three  days 
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were  pafled  thefC '  in  the  mod  uneafy  fufpence,  waking  for  intelligence  of 
the  ifTue  of  the  difpute  between  the  Soubah,  and  our  ally  Meer  JafEer.  In 
this  doubtful  interval  the  majority  of  our  ofRcers  were  againft  crofTing  the 
river,  and  every  thing  bore  the  face  of  difappointment ;  but,  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  June,  the  Colonel  received  a  letter  from  Meer  Jaffier,  which  deter- 
mined him  to  hazard  a  battle  ;  and  he  paiTed  the  river  at  five  in  the  evening. 
The  Soubah  was  now  within  twenty  miles  of  us  ;  .but,  far  from  being  puffed 
up  with  the  fuperiority  of  his  numbers,  he  betrayed  his  anxiety  at  the  ap- 
proaching moment,  when  his  life  and  government  were  to  be  expofed  to  the 
iffue  of  a  battle.  Miftruft  of  his  own  army,  and  the  dread  of  an  enemy,  who 
had  before  defeated  him,  made  him  prefage  the  worft ;  and  a  trifling  circum- 
ftance,  which  he  took  for  an  ill  omen,  confirmed  him  in  his  fears  :  it  is  indeed 
the  effeft  alone  which  can  excufe  my  mentioning  it. 

As  he  was  fitting  in  his  tent,  the  evening  before  the  battle,  revolving  in 
his  mind  the  doubtful  iffue,  his  attendants  imperceptibly  left  him,  one  by 
one,  till  he  was  alone ;  when  a  fellow  entered,  unperceived  by  the  Soubah, 
and  carried  off  the  gold  top  of  the  hookah  he  was  fmoaking,  and  cut  off  fome 
of  the  broad-cloth  of  his  tent.  It  Ihocked  his  foul  to  think,  that  he,  whofe 
frowns  were  death  but  in  the  morning,  fhould  now  be  fo  little  feared.  He 
called  for  his  attendants,  and  cried,  with  great  emotion,  "  Sure  they  fee  me 
dead." 

However,  with  an  appearance  of  compofure,  ill  fuited  with  the  pangs  he 
felt,  he  ordered  the  difpofition  of  his  army,  and  began  his  march  before  day- 
break. Ours,  after  a  mod  fatiguing  march,  from  five  in  the  evening,  till 
one  in  the  morning,  which  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to  be  poffeffed 
©f  Placis  town  and  grove  before  the  enemy  could  reacli  it,  halted  in  the  grove 
till  day-break  -,  when  the  Soubah's  army  appeared  marching  from  their  forti- 
fied camp  before-mentioned ;  and  what  with  the  number  of  elephants,  all  co- 
Tered  with  fcarlet  cloth  embroidery,  their  horfe,  with  their  drawn  fwords  gliften- 
ing  in  the  fun,  their  heavy  cannon,  drawn  by  vafl  trains  of  oxen,  and  their 
ftandards  flying,  they  made  a  grand  and  formidable  appearance.  And 
their  difpofition,  as  well  as  the  regular  manner  in  which  they  formed, 
feemed  to  fpeak  greater  fkill  in  war  than  we  expedted  froin  them.  But  what 
avails  pomp  and  parade,  when  the  heart  is  not  fired  by  Ic^j'alty  to  its  prince,, 
sr  love  to  its  country  ? 

K  Ax 
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At  fix  in  tlie  morning,  June  23,  the  enemy  was  difcovered  marching  in  a 
deep  column  from  their  old  camp  :  between  every  body  of  four  or  five  thou- 
fand  was  a  part  of  their  artillery.  In  this  order  they  continued  marching,  as 
if  they  intended  to  furround  us,  as  far  as  the  river  would  permit;  but  as  foon 
as  their  rear  was  got  out  of  the  camp,  they  halted,  and  a  body  of  about  fifty 
French  advanced  in  front  of  the  refl-,  their  officer  calling  out,  in  vain,  for 
feme  of  the  Soubah's  troops  to  follow  him :  for  fuch  was  their  miftruft  of  each 
other,  that  no  commander  dared  to  venture  on  fingly,  for  fear  fome  other 
commander,  fufpeifted  of  attachment  to  us,  fliould  fall  on  him.  Thefe  advanced, 
under  cover  of  an  eminence,  to  within  about  five  hundred  paces  of  us,  and  then 
began  a  general  cannonading.  Our  little  army  was  at  firft  drawn  up  without 
the  bank  which  furrounded  the  grove,  but  we  foon  found  fuch  a  fliower  of 
balls  pouring  upon  us  frorh  their  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  moft  of  which  were 
thirty-two  and  twenty-four  pounders,  that  we  retired  under  cover  of  the  bank, 
leaving  two  field  pieces  without,  whilfl:  the  other  four  kept  playing  through 
the  breaches  in  the  bank.  In  this  pofture  both  armies  remained  till  about 
twelve,  when  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain  falling,  the  enemy's  horfe  advanced,  as 
if  they  meant  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  but  when  they  found  our  field-pieces 
kept  firing,  notwithfi:anding  the  rain,  it  checked  their  ardour.  The  rain 
ceafing,  the  cannonading  continued  till  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  they 
began  to  retire  to  their  old  camp,  their  artillery  marching  in  firft.  And  now 
we  took  notice  of  a  large  body  on  our  left,  moving  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
make  it  doubtful  whether  their  aim  was  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  village  on 
our  left,  or  whether  they  were  friends,  and  wanted  to  join  us.  However,  as 
no  fighal  had  been  agreed  on,  owing  to  the  mifcarriage  of  a  meffenger,  who 
had  been  difpatched  to  us  in  the  morning  by  Meer  Jaffier,  we  kept  them  at  a 
Siftancfe  by  our  field  pieces.  When  all  their  artillery  was  got  within  the 
camp.  Major  Kilpatrick  moved  forward  with  about  two  hundred  whites  and 
three  hundred  feapoys,  and  poflelTed  himfelf  of  thfe  eminence,  where  the 
French  had  bisen,  till  they  retired  with  the  reft.  On  this  motion,  the  enemy 
leemed  inclined  to  come  out  again  on  the  plain  -,  but  Colonel  Clive  ordering 
&li  our  fire  to  be  direfted  againft  their  oxen  and  drivers,  after  feveral  attempts 
they  were  bbliged  to  give  over,  and  feveral  large  bodies  of  horfe  began  to 
advance  on  us,  and  take  pofleflion  of  an  adjacent  eminence-,  but  we  prefently 
obferved  their  elephants  unruly,  and  great  confufion  amongft  them.  The 
Colonel  conceiving  this  the  moment  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  dc- 
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pended,  immediately  ordered  the  eminence  and  their  camp  to  be  aflaulted  by 
the  advanced  body  and  the  whole  army  to  march  forward.  The  enemy 
flood  their  ground  at  the  eminence  long  enough  to  receive  a  general  volley 
when  they  faced  about  with  great  precipitation  i  and  fome  of  their  ammuni- 
tion blowing  up  juft  as  Colonel  Clive  was  marching  up  to  their  camp,  it  put 
them  into  fuch  confufion,  as  made  them  incapable  of  refiftance,  and  the 
rout  became  general.  Their  camp,  baggage,  and  cannon,  all  fell  into  our 
hands,  and  we  continued  the  purfuit  all  night.  Thus  was  this  decifive  viclory 
obtained,  with  the  trifling  lofs  of  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wounded  on 
our  fide,  and  about  five  or  fix  hundred  on  the  enemy's. 

One  great  caufe  of  our  fuccefs  was,  that  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  ac- 
tion, we  had  the  good  fortune  to  kill  Meer  Modun,  one  of  the  Soubah's 
beft  and  moft  faithful  officers ;  which  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  him,  that  he 
fent  for  Meer  Jaffier,  threw  his  turban  at  his  feet,  and  told  him,  with  a  moft 
dejefted  countenance,  "  That  it  was  he  that  muft  proteft  that  turban." 
Whether  this  moved  Meer  Jaffier's  companion,  or  his  politics  were  to  fave 
appearances  with  both  parties,  is  uncertain ;  but  he  did  not  offer  to  join  us, 
only  wrote  the  Colonel  a  note,  advifuig  him  to  pulh  forward,  for  that  the 
battle  was  more  than  half  won  :  in  every  thing  elfe  he  ftood  neuter  during  the 
whole  adlion. 

Despondency  had  now  taken  fuch  pofiefTion  of  the  Soubah's  foul,  that  he 
left  the  field  at  four  in  the  evening,  on  an  elephant,  and  made  fuch  hafte, 
that  he  was  himfelf  one  of  the  firft  that  carried  the  news  of  his  defeat  to  the 
capital,  which  he  reached  that  night.  Meer  Jaffier's  troops  retired  flowly 
and  regularly  from  the  field  of  action,  marching  wide  of  the  reft  of  the  Sou- 
bah's army,  and  halted  a  few  miles  from  us.  In  the  morning  the  Colonel 
fent  Omar  Beg,  a  Moorman,  and  Mr.  Scrafton,  to  Meer  Jaffier.  As  foon 
as  he  faw  the  mefi"engers,  he  advanced  forward,  with  his  fon,  to  meet  them ; 
but  was  far  from  teftifying  that  joy  which  might  have  been  expefted  :  Pro- 
bably, bred  up  in  the  treacherous  court  of  Ally vherde  Caun,  he  harboured 
fome  fufpicion  that  the  Colonel  might  refent  his  condud:,  in  not  joinino-  him 
conformably  to  his  promifes ;  for  afterwards,  when  the  guards  drew  out  to 
receive  him  as  he  pafTed,  he  ftarted,  as  if  he  thought  it  was  all  over  with 
him ;  nor  did  his  countenance  brighten  up,  till  the  Colonel  embraced  hiiii, 
and  faluted  him  Soubah  of  the  three  provinces,  advifing  him  to  haftcn  to 
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the  capital,  to  prevent  ks  being  plundered,  and  to  aflume  the  title  of  Sou- 
bah,  in  which  he  would  fupport  him  with  all  his  force  as  foon  as  pofiible. 
We  continued  our  joyful  march  towards  the  city,  and  had  the  pleafure  to 
■fee  the  marks  of  our  viftory  all  through  our  route,  the  plains  being' 
covered  with  cannon,  trains  of  oxen,  broken  carriages,  wounded  horfes,  and, 
among  the  reft,  an  elephant  found  dead,  fixteen  miles  from  the  field  of  battle, 
with  two  fix-pound  fhot  lodged  in  his  body. 

Let  tjs  now  follow  Surajah  Dowla.  On  his  arrival  at  the  city,  he  affem- 
'bled  all  his  great  officers,  to  confult  them  on  this  unfortunate  event :  fome 
advifed  him  to  deliver  himfelf  up  to  the  Colonel,  againft  whom  he  had  no 
hope  of  fuccefs,  having  been  twice  defeated  by  him.  This,  which  was  the 
inoft  prudent  advice,  his  Ihallow  judgment  miflrook  for  treachery.  Others 
advifed  him  to  open  his  treafury  to  his  army,  and  endeavour,  by  great 
rewards,  to  fpirit  them  up  to  make  another  effort.  He  feemed  to  approve 
of  this,  immediately  ordered  three  months  pay  to  his  army,  and  difmifl'ed  his 
council  with  affurances  of  his  heading  his  troops  again  in  the  morning. 
But,  when  left  by  himfelf,  he  fuffered  all  the  pangs  of  adverfity.  His 
terrified  imaginations  reprefented  every  one  that  approached  him  as  a  traitor, 
that  wanted  to  deliver  him  up.  He  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  fears, 
■and,  knowing  not  whom  to  truft,  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  a  mean  drefs, 
and  ftole  out  of  a  window  in  the  dead  of  night,  with  no  attendants  but  one 
faithful  fervant. 

Before  Meer  Jaffier  could  enter  the  palace,  the  women  had  broke  loofe 
from  their  confinement,  and  carried  off  jewels  to  an  immefe  value  ;  while 
the  foldiery  had  broke  into  the  treafury,  and  carried  away  great  fums  of 
gold.  All  was  anarchy  and  confufion  j  the  frightened  inhabitants  ftood  in 
dreadful  fufpence,  expelling  nothing  but  maflfacre  and  defolation  from  a 
viftorious  army ;  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Wallh,  fent  forward 
by  the  Colonel,  and  a  proclamation  ifllied  out,  that  Meer  Jaffier  was  ap- 
pointed Soubah  by  Colonel  Clive,  turned  their  fears  to  aftonilhment. 

This,  with  the  news  of  the  halt  of  our  army  on  the  25th  and  26th,  re- 
ftored  tranquillity  to  the  city.  Meer  Jaffier,  whether  confcious  how  little 
he  had  contributed  to  our  fuccefs,  or  that  a  Muflulman  could  not  conceive 
fuch  moderation,  when  we  had  the  whole  in  our  power,  ftill  doubted  the 
reality  of  his  exaltation,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  MciTrs.  Watts 
find  Walib  could  prevail  on  him  to  acl  as  Soubah. 

On 
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On  the  27th  the  Colonel  entered  the  city,  with  two  hundred  Europeans, 
and  five  hundred  feapoys,  and  took  up  his  quarters  at  a  palace  near  the  Sou- 
bah's.  Upon  the  Colonel's  arrival,  Jagutfeat,  and  feveral  of  the  great  men, 
anxious  for  their  fate,  fent  their  fubmifllon,  with  offers  of  large  prefents, 
which  the  Colonel  refufed,  affuring  them  he  defired  nothing  bur  their  affift- 
ance  in  fettling  the  government.  The  next  day  Meer  JafEer  vifited  the  Co- 
lonel, and  accompanied  him  in  great  pomp  to  Jagutfeat's  houfe,  wiiere  they 
fettled  all  money  affairs. 

On  the  agth  the  Colonel  went  to  the  Soubah's  palace;  and,  in  prefencc 
of  all  the  Rajahs  and  great  men  of  the  court,  led  him  to  his  throne,  and, 
in  compliance  with  the  cuflom  of  the  country,  made  his  fubmifiion  to  him 
as  Soubah,  by  prefenting  him  with  a  few  pieces  of  gold,  in  which  he  was 
followed  by  all  the  great  men  prefent.  From  this  time  Meer  Jaffier  aflumed 
the  title  of  Mahabet  Jung,  and  aded  as  Soubah  of  the  three  provinces. 

The  firfl  fruit  of  our  fuccefs,  was  the  receipt  of  near  a  million  fterling. 
which  the  Soubah  paid  us  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  was  laden  on  board  two 
hundred  boats,  part  of  the  fleet  that  attended  us  in  our  march  up,  efcorted 
by  a  detachment  from  the  army.  As  foon  as  they  entered  the  great  river, 
they  were  joined  by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron,  and  all  together  formed  a 
fleet  of  three  hundred  boats,  with  mufic  playing,  drums  beating,  and  co- 
lours flying,  and  exhibited  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  by  whofe  fettlements 
they  paffed,  a  fccne  far  different  from  what  they  had  beheld  the  year  before 
when  the  Nabob's  fleet  and  army  paffed  them,  with  the  captive  Englifh,  and 
all  the  wealth  and  plunder  of  Calcutta. 

While  we  were  thus  happy  in  our  fuccefs,  Surajah  Dowla  was  travelling 
in  difguife,  like  a  miferable  fugitive,  towards  Fatna,  where  he  hoped  once 
rnore  to  appear  in  arms  ;  but  being  difcovered  by  the  Governor  of  Rajamaul, 
■Meer  JafEer's  brother,  he  was  furrounded;  and  advice  of  it  reaching  the 
Soubah,  he  fent  his  fon  to  take  him  prifoner,  and  bring  him  to  the  city, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  4th  of  July  at  night,  unknown  to  the  Colonel,  and 
was  privately  put  to  death  by  the  order  of  Meer  Jaffier,  who  came  in  the 
morning  to  apologize  for  having  taken  fuch  a  ftep  without  confulting  him. 
This  account  is  given  by  Mr.  Scrafton  ;  but  the  letters  which  paffed  between 
Admiral  Watfon  and  Surajah  Dowla,  and  the  account  given  by  Lord  Clive, 
giving  further  light  into  the  condud  on  both  fides,  they  are  added. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Letters  between  the  Nabob  and  Admiral  Wat/on,  &c. 

'Jdmird  Watfon's  Letter  to  Surajah  Dowla,  Nabob  of  the  Provinces  of  Bengal, 

Bahar,   and  Oriffa. 

npHE  King  my  mafter  (whofe  ng^ie  is  revered  among  the  monarchs  of 
the  world)  fent  me  to  thefe  parts  with  a  great  fleet,  to  proteft  the  Eaft 
India  Company's  trade,  rights,  and  privileges.  The  advantages  refulting 
to  the  Mogul's  dominions  from  the  extenfive  commerce  carried  on  by  my 
matter's  fubjefts,  are  too  apparent  to  need  enumerating :  how  great  was  my 
furprize,  therefore,  to  hear  you  had  marched  againft  the  faid  Company's 
faftories,  with  a  large  army,  and  forcibly  expelled  their  fervants,  feized  and 
plundered  their  effects,  amounting  to  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  killed 
great  numbers  of  tlie  King  my  matter's  fubjeds  ? 

I  AM  come  down  to  Bengal  to  re-ettablifli  the  faid  Company's  fervants  in 
their  former  faftories  and  houfes,  and  hope  to  find  you  willing  to  reftore 
them  their  ancient  rights  and  immunities.  As  you  mutt  be  fenfible  of  the  be- 
nefit of  having  the  Englitti  fettled  in  your  country,  I  doubt  not  you  will 
confent  to  make  them  a  reafonable  fatisfadtion  for  the  lofles  and  injuries  they 
have  fufi^ered,  and  by  that  means  put  an  amicable  end  to  the  troubles,  and 
fecure  the  friendttiip  of  my  King,  who  is  a  lover  of  peace,  and  delights.to 
aft  in  equity.    What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

From  on  board  his  Britannick  Majefty's  (hip 
Kent,  at  Fulta,  the  17th  Dec.  1756. 

Surajah  Dowla" s  Letter  to  Admiral  Watfon. 

Jan.  23,  1757. 

X7'C)U  "write  me,  that  the  King  your  mafter  fent  you  into  India  to  pro- 
teft  the  Company's  fettlements,  trade,  rights,  and  privileges :  the  in- 
ftant  I  received  this  letter  I  fent  you  an  anfwerj  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
«ny  reply  never  reached  you,  for  which  reafon  I  write  again.  I  mutt  inform 
you,  that  Roger  Drake,  the  Company's  chief  in  Bengal,  aded  contrary  to 
the  orders  I  fent  liim,  and  encroached  upon  my  authority  j  he  gave  protec- 
tion 


AND   THE   English.'  yx 

tion  to  the  King's  fubjefls  v/ho  abfented  themfelves,  from  tlie  infpedion  of 
the  Durbar,  which  pradice  I  did  forbid,  but  to  no  purpofe.  On  this  ac- 
count I  was  determined  to  punifh  him,  and  accordingly  expelled  him  my 
country :  but  it  was  my  inclination  to  have  given  the  Englifli  Company  per- 
milTion  to  have  carried  on  their  trade  as  formerly,  had  another  chief  been 
fent  here :  for  the  good  therefore  of  thefe  provinces,  and  the  inhabitants,  I 
fend  you  this  letter;  and  if  you  are  inclined  to  re-eftablifh  the  Company, 
only  appoint  a  chief,  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  giving  currency  to  tkeir 
commerce  upon  the  fame  terms  as  heretofore  enjoyed.  If  the  Englilh  behave 
themfelves  like  merchants,  and  follow  my  orders,  they  may  reft  affured  of 
my  favour,  proteftionj  and  afTiftance. 

The  flave  of  Allum-gueer,  King  of  Indoftan,  the 
mighty  conqueror,  the  lamp  of  riches.  Shah  Kuly 
Khan,  the  moft  valiant  amongft  warriors. 


ft 

Admiral  Watfon's  Anjwer. 

Dated  I'^th  of  Jan.  1757. 

'^7'OUR  letter  of  the  23d  of  this  month  I  this  day  received;  it  has  given 
me  the  greateft  pleafure,  as  it  informs  me  you  had  written  to  me  be  - 
fore,  a  circumftance  I  am  glad  to  be  alTured  of  under  your  hand,  as  the  not  an  - 
fwering  my  letter  would  have  been  fuch  an  affront  as  I  could  not  have  put 
up  with  unnoticed,  without  incurring  the  anger  of  the  King  my  mafter. 

You  tell  me  in  your  letter,  that  the  reafon  of  your  expelling  the  Englilh 
out  of  thefe  countries  was,  the  bad  behaviour  of  Mr.  Drake,  the  Company's 
chief  in  Bengal.  But,  befides  that  Princes  and  Rulers  of  ftates,  not  feeing 
with  their  own  eyes,  nor  hearing  with  their  own  ears,  are  often  mifinformed, 
and  the  truth  kept  from  them  by  the  arts  of  crafty  and  wicked  men ;  Was 
it  becoming  the  juftice  of  a  Prince  to  punifli  all  for  one  man's  fake  ?  Or  to 
xuin  and  deftroy  fo  many  innocent  people  as  had  no  way  offended,  but  who, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  the  royal  Phirmaund,  expefted  proteftion  and  fecurity 
both  to  their  property  and  lives,  inftead  of  oppreffion  and  murder,  which 
they  unhappily  found  i*  Are  thefe  actions  becoming  the  juftice  of  a  Prince  ? 
Nobody  will  fay  they  are.  Tliey  can  only  then  have  been  caufed  by  wicked 
«ien,  who  have  mifreprefented  things  to  you  through  malice,  or  for  their 
2  own 
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own  private  ends ;  for  great  Princes  delight  in  afts  of  juftice,  and  in  Ihewing 
mercy. 

If  therefore  you  are  defirous  of  meriting  the  fame  of  a  great  Prince,  and 
lover  of  juftice,  fhew  your  abhorrence  of  thefe  proceedings,  by  puniftiing 
thofe  evil  counfellors  who  advifed  them  ;  caufe  fatisfaftion  to  be  made  to  the 
Company,  and  to  all  others  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  property,  and 
by  thefe  afts  turn  off  the  edge  of  the  fword,  which  is  ready  to  fall  on  the 
heads  of  your  fubjefts. 

If  you  have  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft  Mr.  Drake,  as  it  is  but  juft 
the  mafter  alone  fhould  have  a  power  over  his  fervant,  fend  your  complaints 
to  the  Company,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  it  they  will  give  you  fatisfaftion. 

Although  I  am  a  foidier  as  well  as  you,  I  had  rather  receive  fatisfaftion 
from  your  own  inclination  to  do  juftice,  than  be  obliged  to  force  it  from  you 
by  the  diftrefs  of  your  innocent  fubjeds.  . 


'The  NahoVs  Reply. 

\7'OU  have  taken  and  plundered  Houghley,  and  made  war  upon  my  fub- 
je£ts  :  thefe  are  not  aftions  becoming  merchants  !  I  have,  therefore,  left 
Muxadabad,  and  am  arrived  near  Houghley ;  I  am  likewife  crofting  the  river 
with  my  army,  part  of  which  is  advanced  towards  your  camp.  Neverthelefs, 
if  you  have  a  mind  to  have  the  Company's  bufinefs  fettled  upon  its  ancient 
footino-,  and  to  give  a  currency  to  their  trade ;  fend  a  perfon  of  confequence 
to  me,  who  can  make  your  demands,  and  treat  with  me  upon  this  affair.  I 
fhall  not  fcruple  to  grant  a  Perwannah  for  the  reftitution  of  all  the  Company's 
faftories,  and  permit  them  to  trade  in  my  country  upon  the  fame  terms  as 
formerly.  If  the  Englifti  who  are  fettled  in  thofe  provinces  will  behave  like 
merchants,  obey  my  orders,  and  give  me  no  offence,  you  may  depend  upon 
it  I  will  take  their  lofs  into  confideration,  and  adjuft  matters  to  their  fatis- 
fadtion.  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  foldiers  from  plundering  in 
war  I  therefore  if  you  will,  on  your  parts,  relinquifti  fomethiag  of  the  da- 
ma<yes  you  have  fuftained  by  being  pillaged  by  my  army,  I  will  endeavour 
to  give  you  fatisfaclion  even  in  that  particular,  in  order  to  gain  your  friendftiip, 
and  preferve  a  good  undtrftanding  for  the  future  with  your  nation.  You  are 
a  Chriftian,  and  know  how  much  preferable  it  is  to  accommodate  a  difpute, 

than 
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than  to  keep  it  alive ;  but  if  you  are  determined  to  facrifice  the  intereft  of 
your  Company,  and  the  good  of  private  merchants,  to  your  inclinations  for 
war,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine  :  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequence  of  f«di  a  ruiiv- 
ous  war,  I  write  this  letter. 


The  Nabob's  Propofals  of  Peace  to  Admiral  Watfon. 

"  'T'HE  Colonel's  letter  I  have  received,  with  the  agreement  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council  figned  and  fealed.    He  defires  me  to  get  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  now  made,  ratified  by  my  great  men  and  principal   officers.     I 
have  complied  with  his  requeft  :  it  will  be  proper,   likewife,  for  you  and  the 
Colonel,  on  one  part,  and  myfelf  on  the  other,  to  execute  an  agreement  that 
hoftiliries  between  us  fliall   ceafe ;  that  the  EngliHi  will  always   remain  my 
friends  and  allies  j  and  that  they  will  affift  me   againft  my  enemies  :  for  this 
purpofe  I  fend  a  perfon  of  dillinftion  and  confidence,  who  will  fpeak  at  large 
the  fentiments  of  my  heart  \  and  I  hope  you  will  inform  him  of  your  difpo- 
fition  towards  me.  The  articles  which  were  fent  to  me,  I  have  returned,  figned 
by  myfelf,  the  King's  Duan,  my  own  Duan,  and  the  Bukhlhi   of  my  army. 
I  fliould  be  glad  if  you  would  confirm  this  treaty  by  a  paper  under  your  hand 
and  feal,  as  the  Colonel  has  done.     I  have,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  called 
God  and  the  prophets  to  witnefs,  that  I  have  made  peace  with  the  Englifii. 
As  long  as  I  have  life,  I  fhall  efteem  your  enemies  as  enemies  to  me,  and 
will  aflift  you  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  whenever  you  require  it.     Do  you 
likewife,   and   the  Colonel,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Englifla  fadory,  fwear,   in 
the  prefence  of  the  Almighty  God,  to  obferve  and  perform  your  part  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  efteem  my  enemies  as  your  own,   and  always  be  ready  to  give 
me  your  affiftance  againft  them  :   and,  though  you  may  not  come  yourfelf,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  you  will  fend  the  aid  I  fliall  at  any  time  afk  for.     God  is  the 
witnefs  between  us  in  this  treaty. 

"  God  and  his  prophets  are  witnefifes,  that  I  never  will  deviate  from  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  I  have  now  made  with  the  Englifii  Company,  and  that 
I  will  on  all  occafions  fliew  them  my  favour,  relying  on  your  faith  to  ob- 
ferve inviolably  your  part  of  the  treaty." 


1U 
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The  Nahoh^s  Letter :to,  Admiral  Watfon. 

"  'T'O  put  an  end  to  the  hoftilities  in  my  country  and  dominionSj  I  con- 
fented  and  agreed  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Englifh,  that  trade 
and  commerce  might  be  carried  on  as  formerly ;  to  which  treaty  you  have 
agreed,  and  a  firm  accommodation  between  us  is  fettled  and  eftablifhed  :  you 
have  fent  me  an  agreement  under  your  own  hand   and  feal,  not  to  diflurh  • 
the  tranquillity  of  my  country ;  but  it  now  appears  that  you  have  a  defign 
to  befiege  the  French  faftory   near  Houghley,  and  to   commence  hoftilities 
ao-ainft  that  nation.     This  is  contrary  to  all  rule  and  cuftom,  that  you  Ihould 
bring  your  animofities  and  differences  into  my  country ;  for  it  has  never  been 
known,  fince  the  days  of  Timur,  that  the  Europeans  made  war  upon  one 
another  within  the  King's  dominions.     If  you  are  determined  to  befiege  the 
French  faftories,  I  fhall  be  neceflitated,  in  honour  and  duty  to  my  King,  to 
affift  them  with  my  troops.     You  feem  inclined  to  break  the  treaty  fo  lately 
concluded  between  us ;    formerly    the  Mharattas  infefted  thefe  dominions, 
and  for  many  years  harrafTed  the  country  with  war,  but  when  the  difpute 
was  accommodated,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  with  that  people  concluded,  they 
never  broke  it,  nor  will  they  ever  deviate  from  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty. 
It  is  a  wrong  and  wicked  praftice,  to  break  through  and  pay  no  regai-d  ta 
treaties  made  in  the  moft  folemn  manner :  you  are  certainly  bound  to  abide 
by  your  part  of  the  treaty  ftriftly,  and  never  to  attempt,   or  be  the  occafion 
of  any  troubles  or  difturbances  in  future,  within  the  provinces  under  my  ju- 
rifdidtiort.     I  will,  on  my  part,  obferve  mofc  pun6tually  what  I  have  pro- 
mifed  and  confented  to. 

"  I  WILL  maintain  and  preferve,  on  my  part,  the  treaty  of  peace  I  have 
made  with  the  Englifh,  which,  with  the  permifTion  of  God,  I  hope  will 
continue  for  ever  :  you  may  have  heard,  that  for  feven  years  we  had  con- 
ftant  wars  with  the  Mharattas  i  but  when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded 
with  them,  they  ftriftly  obferved  the  terms,  and  never  deviated  from  tliem. 
It  is  but  juft  and  reafonable,  that  your  nation  fliould  pay  regard  to  the  late 
treaty,  and  commit  no  hoftilities  in  my  country,  nor  difturb  its  tranquillity 
with  any  differences  that  may  fubfift  between  you  and  other  European 
powers^' 

To 
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To  this  the  Admiral  fent  the  following  Reply,  datedthe  a  i  ft  of  February,  1 7  57. 

*'  'VT'OUR  letter  of  the  19th  I  was  honoured  with  this  morning ;  and'ob- 
ferve  that  you  difapprove  of  our  committing  hoflilities  againft  the 
French  fettled  in  thefe  provinces.  Had  I  imagined-  it  would  have  given  you 
any  umbrage,  I  fhould  never  have  entertained,  the  leaft  thoughts  of  diflurb- 
ing  the  tranquillity  of  your  country,  by  afting  againft  that  nation  within  the 
Ganges ;  and  am  now  ready  to  defift  from  attacking  their  faftory,  or  com- 
mitting other  hoftilities  againft  them  in  thefe  provinces,  if  they  will  con- 
fent  and  agree  to  a  folid  treaty  of  neutrality ;  and  if  you,  as  Soubahdar  of 
Bengal,  will,  under  your  hand,  guarantee  this  treaty,  and  promife  to  pro- 
tedt  the  Englifh  from  any  attempts  made  by  that  nation  againft  our  fettle- 
ments  during  my  abfence.  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  heard  of  no  people  in 
the  world  who  pay  a  ftrifter  regard  to  their  word,  and  to  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties, than  the  Englifti ;  and  I  do  fincerely.  aflure  ypu,  that  I  will  inviolably 
prefervei  the  peace  we  have  concluded  with  you ;  and  I  dare  anfwer  for  tlic 
Colonel  and  the  Company's  reprefentatives,  that  they  will  not  attempt  to 
infringe  any  part  of  it. 

"  I  HAVE  ratified  the  late  treaty  between  you  and  the  Englifti,  with  my  hand 
and  feal :  and  I  now  repeat  my  aflurances,  made  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  I  maintain  and  preferve  inviolably  my  part  of  the 
faid  treaty,  not  doubting  of  your  fincerity  in  performing  fuch  articles  as  you 
have  confented  to,  I  likewife  promife,  that  I  will  not  difturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  your  country,  by  committing  any  hoftilities  againft  the  French, 
provided  you  will  be  anfwerable  for  their  oblervance  of  a  ftrifl:  neutrality 
with  us." 

The  French,  by  the  prevailing  power  of  corruption,  had  gained  fome  of 
the  courtiers,  and  they  fo  influenced  the  Nabob,  that,  without  waiting  for 
the  above  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  l9thj  on.th^  20th  he  fent  another  letter 
to  the  Admiral.  ';^--  •;;'?  i-.-:-> 

"  'TpHE  letter  I  wrote  to  you  yefterday,  I  imagine  you  have  received  ;  fincc 

which  I  have  been  informed,  by  the  French  Vackeel,  that  five  or  fix 

additional  fliips  of  war  have  arrived  in  the  river,  and  that  more  are  expected. 

He  reprefents,  likewife,  that  you  defign  commencing  hoftilities  againft  me 

1'  2  and 
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and  my  fubjefts  again,  as  foon  as  the  rains  are  over.  This  is  not  aftlng^ 
agreeable  to  the  charafter  of  a  true  foldier,  and  a  man  of  honour,  who  ne- 
ver violate  their  words.  :  If  you  are  fincere  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  me, 
fend  your  (hips  of  war  out  of  the  river,  and  abide  ftedfaflly  by  your  agree- 
ment i  I  will  not  fail  in  the  obfervance  of  the  treaty  on  my  part.  Is  it  be- 
coming or  honeft  to  begin  a  war,  after  concluding  the  peace  fo  lately  and 
folemnly  ?  The  Mharattas  are  bound  by  no  gofpel,  yet  they  are  ftritb  ob- 
fervers  of  treaties :  it  will,  therefore,  be  matter  of  great  aftonifliment,  and 
hard  to  be  believed,  if  you,  who  are  enlightened  with  the  gofpel,  Ihould 
not  remain  firm,  and  preferve  the  treaty  you  have  ratified  in  the  prefence  of 
God  and  Jefus  Chrift." 

To  this  the  Admiral  replied,  in  a  Letter  dated  the  25th  of  February,  1757. 

"  VT'OUR  letter  of  the  cioth  inftant,  I  received  two  days  ago;  but  being 
jufl  in  the  height  of  my  d.ifpatches  for  England,  I  was  not  able  to 
anfwer  it  till  now.  I  know  not  how  to  exprefs  to  you  my  aftonifliment,  at 
finding  myfelf  taxed  with  having  a  defign  to  break  the  peace,  on  fo  flight  a 
foundation  as  a  bafe  fellow's  having  dared  to  tell  you  fo,  without  any  one 
aftion  of  mine  being  produced  to  fupport  fo  extravagant  and  impudent  an 
accufation,  which  has  not  the  leaft  fliadow  of  probability  to  render  it  cre- 
.dible.  You  tell  me,  "  It  is  unworthy  the  character  of  a  foldier,  and  a  man 
of  honour,  to  violate  their  words !"  In  what  fingle  inftance,  fince  my  being 
here,  have  I  afted  fo  unworthily  as  to  make  you  think  me  capable  of  vio- 
lating mine  ?  yourfelf  can  anfwer  for  me,  "  In  none."  My  dealing  with  you 
hath  always  been  full  of  that  franknefs  and  fincerity,  for  which  my  country- 
men are  remarkable  throughout  the  known  world.  From  you.  Sir,  I  ex- 
peft  juftice  on  that  bafe  man,  who  has  dared  falfely  to  accufe  me,  and  to 
impofe  upon  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  complained  to  the  French  of 
their  Vackeel's  behaviour;  who  have  promifed  me  to  write  to  you  their 
knowledge  of  the  falfity  of  his  accufation.  You  may  reft  afTured,  that  I 
will  always  religioufly  obferve  the  peace  ;  and  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that 
people  who  raife  reports  to  the  contrary,  can  only  do  it  to  create  jealoufies,. 
which  they  hope  will  break  the  friendftiip  they  are  forry  to  fee  between  us." 

Notwithflanding  the  Nabob  had  by  this  time  fent  a  body  of  troops  to 
aflift  the  French,  he  fent  the  following  letter  to  she  Admiral ; 

2  tkf 
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Ti/^  Nabob  to  the  Admiral. 

'^  'TPHE  letter  you  wrote  me  about  the  French  affair,  I  have  received 
and  perufed  :  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  neither  have,  nor  will,  af- 
fift  the  French.  If  they  begin  any  troubles,  or  commit  any  hoftilities  in 
my  territories,  I  will  oppofe  them  with  my  whole  force,  and  punilh  them  very 
feverely.  I  was  informed  you  defigned  to  attack  Chandernagore,  which  made 
me  write  to  you  what  I  thought  was  reafonable  and  juft,  upon  that  head.  The 
forces  I  fent  down  were  to  guard  and  proteft  the  King's  fubjefts,  and  not  to 
affift  the  French.  If  the  purport  of  my  letter  has  been  the  occafion  of  your 
defining  from  the  attack  of  Chandernagore,  it  gives  me  great  fatisfaftion, 
I  have  written  to  the  French,  likewife,  what  I  thought  was  proper,  in  order 
to  make  them  apply  for  a  neutrality  :  I  fuppofe  they  will  adl  conformably. 
I  will  fend  a  perfon  of  confideration  to  bring  me  the  treaty  you  may  con- 
clude with  them,  and  will  order  it  to  be  regiftered  in  my  books.  Afllire 
yourfelf  that  I  have  no  other  defign  or  inclination,  than  to  live  upon  terms 
of  good  underftanding  and  friendfhip  with  the  Englifh.  By  the  grace  of 
God,  I  never  intend  to  do  any  thing  that  you  will  not  efteemjull;  this  rely 
upon,  and  do  not  expeft  a  failure.  Do  you  likewife  remain  fixed  to  your 
treaty  and  word,  and  give  no  credit  to  the  reports  of  people  of  no  confide- 
ration or  figure  :  if  you  have  any  thing  to  write  about,  pleafe  to  addrefs  me> 
and  no  body  elfe ;   I  will  always  fend  you  a  fair  and  unreferved  anfwer. 

"  The  van  of  the  King  of  Dehli's  army  is  advancing  towards  the  pro- 
vinces ;  upon  this  intelligence  I  defign  marching  towards  Patna  to  meet  them. 
If  at  this  critical  juncture  you  will  be  my  friend,  and  fend  me  affiftance,  I 
will  pay  your  forces  a  lack  of  rupees  monthly,  whil^  they  remain  with  me. 
Send  me  an  immediate  anfwer." 


TBe  Admiral  to  the  Nabob.. 

"  T  THIS  moment  received  yourletter,  which  gives  me  the  greateftfatisfadion.. 

lown  Ihada  fufjMcion, from  your  fo  eafy  creditingFrench  reports,  that  you 

entertained  a  partiality  for  that  nation,  to  the  prejudice  of  mine  :  your  letter  has 

removed 
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removed  all  my  doubts,  fo  that  henceforward  I  fhall  rely  with  confidence  on  your 
friendlliip,  and  every  day  ftudy  to  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  mine. 

"  The  ready  obedience  I  paid  to  your  defire,  in  not  attacking  the 
French,  will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  convince  you  tliat  nothing  but  the  ftrongeft 
.iiecefTity  could'  make  me  again  apply  to  you  on  that  fubjeft.  I  beg 
you  will  give  your  moft  ferious  attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  fay : — 
Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  one  of  your  paft  letters,  I  not  only  gave  over 
all  thoughts  of  attacking  the  French,  but  invited  them  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  neutrality,  and  to  fend  people  here  to  fettle  the  terms  j  but  judge  what 
-muft  have  been  my  furprize,  when,  after  tliey  were  in  forae  manner  fettled, 
the  French  deputies  owned  that  they  had  no  power  to  fecure  to  us 
the  obfervance  of  the  treaty,  in  cafe  any  commander  of  theirs  fliould  come 
with  a  greater  power  after  my  departure  !  You  are  too  reafonable  not  to  fee, 
■that  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  a  people  who  have  no 
.power  to  do  it,  and  which,  befides,  while  it  ties  my  hands,  leaves  thofe  of  my 
-enemies  at  liberty  to  do  me  what  mifchlef  they  can.  They  have  alfo  for  a  long 
time  reported,  that  Monfieur  BufTy  is  coming  here  with  a  great  army.  Is  it  to 
attack  you  ?  Is  it  to  attack  us  ?  You  are  going  to  Patna — you  afk  the  afliftance  of 
our  forces.  Can  we  with  the  leaft  degree  of  prudence  march  with  you,  and  leave 
our  enemies  behind  us  ?  You  will  be  then  too  far  off  to  fupport  us,  and  we  ftiall 
be  unable  to  defend  ourfelves.  Think  what  can  be  done  in  this  fituation.  I 
-fee  but  one  way.  Let  us  take  Chandernagore,  and  fecure  ourfelves  againft 
any  apprdienfions  from  that  quarter,  and  then  we  will  affift  you  with  every 
man  in  our  power,  and  go  with  you  even  to  Dehli,  if  you  will.  Have  we 
-fworn  reciprocally,  that  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  the  one  fhould  be 
.regarded  as  fuch  by  the  other  ?  and  will  not  God,  the  avenger  of  perjury, 
ipunifli  us,  if  we  do  not  fulfil  our  oaths  ?  What  can  I  fay  more  ?  Let  me 
jcqueCt  .the  favour  of  your  fpeedy  anfwcr. 

"  You  tell  me  the  van  of  the  King  of  Dehli's  army  is  advancing  towards  thefe 
provinces,  and  that  you  are  going  towards  Patna  to  meet  them  j  in  confequence 
of  which,  you  afk  me  to  be  your  friend,  and  give  you  alTiftance.  Have  we  not 
already  fworn  a  friendfhip  ?  Put  it  but  into  my  power  to  affift  you,  by  yielding  to 
my  requeft,  and  you  ftiail  find  I  will  fupport  you  to  the  utmoft  of  my  ability. 
Relieve  me,  and  moft  afiuredly  you  will  not  be  deceived.  If  you  doubt  me, 
look  back  into  all  my  dealings  towards  you,  and  judge  from  them.  I 
efteem  you  now  to  be  fuch  a  friend  to  my  nation,  that  I  think  it  would  be 

doing 
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doing  injuftice  to  your  good  inclination  towards  me,  to  keep  any  occurrence 
from  your  knowledge :  therefore  I  take  this  earlieft  opportunity  to  tell  you, 
the  troops  which  fhould  have  come  here  with  me,  are  now  arrived  in  the 
river,  a  circumftance  that  will  be  beneficial  to  your  intereft,  if  you  will  but 
give  me  the  means  of  making  it  fo." 

A  few  days  after  this,  the  Admiral's  favourable  fentiments  of  the  Nabob 
were  entirely  changed;  he  was  convinced  that  he  had  entered' into  a  private, 
negociation  with  the  French,  and  was  determined  to  fupport  them,  even 
with  his  whole  force,  while  every  article  of  his  treaty  with  us  remained  urr- 
fulfiUed.     He,  therefore,  on  the  4th  of  March,  fent  the  following  letter :. 


The  Admiral  to  the  Nahoi.. 

"  T  Anfwered  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  laft"  month  fome  dayspafi:';  I  fuppofe 
you  have,  ere  now,  received  it,  and  are  thereby  fully  convinced  of  the 
falfehood  of  the  French  Vackeel's  informations,  of  my  intention  to  break  the 
peace. 

"  If  you  ftill  want  farther  proofs  of  the  fincerity  with  which  I  made  it,  and 
the  defire  I  have  to  preferve  it,  you  will  find  them  in  my  patience ;  which  has 
nor  only  fufFered  your  part  of  the  treaty  to  be  thus  long  unexecuted,  but  has 
even  borne  with  your  afiifting  my  enemies  the  French  with  men  and  money, 
contrary  to  your  faith,  pledged  to  me  in  the  moll  folemn  maiuier,  "  That  my 
enemies  fhould  be  your's." 

"  Is  it  thus  that  foldiers  and  men  of  honour  never  violate  their  word  ? 
But  it  is  time  now  to  fpeak  plain  :  if  you  are  really  defirous  ofpreferving  your 
country  in  peace,  and  your  fubjeds  from  mifery  and  ruin,  in  ten  days  from 
the  date  of  this,  fulfil  your  part  of  the  treaty  in  every  article,  that  I  may  not 
have  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint ;  otherwife,  remember,  you  muft  anfwer  for 
the  confequences ;  and,  as  L  have  always  afted" the  open,  unreferved  part,  in 
all  my  dealings  with  you,  I  now  acquaint  you,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
troops,  which  fhould  have  been  here  long  fi nee,  and  which,  L  hear,  the  Co- 
lonel told  you  he  expecled,  will  be  at  Calcutta  in  a  few  days ;  that  in  a  t4m 
days  more  I  fhall  difpatch  a  vefTel  for  more  fhips  and  more  troops ;  and  that 
I  will  kindle  fuch  a  flame   in  your  country^  as  all  the  water  in, the  Ganges 

fhall 
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fhall  not  be  able  to  extinguifh.     Farewell :  Remember  that  he  promifes  yo« 
this,  who  never  yet  broke  his  word  with  you,  or  with  any  man  whatfoevcr." 

The  Admiral,  on  the  9th  of  March,  received  from  the  Nabob  the  following 

Anfwer : 

*'  T  HAVE  already  anfwered  the  letter  you  wrote  me  fome  days  ago.  Be  fo 
kind  as  to  confider  the  purport  of  what  I  wrote  *,  and  fend  me  a  fpeedy 
reply.  I  am  fixed  and  determined  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  wc 
have  concluded,  but  have  been  obliged  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  articles, 
on  account  of  the  Hooly,  during  which  holidays  my  Banians  and  Minifters  do 
not  attend  the  Durbar.  As  foon  as  that  is  over,  I  will  ftriftly  comply  with 
every  thing  I  have  figned.  You  are  fenfible  there  is  no  avoiding  this  delay, 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not  be  thought  much  of.  It  is  not  my  cuftom  to 
break  any  treaty  I  make,  therefore  be  fatisfied  that  I  will  not  endeavour  to 
evade  that  which  I  have  made  with  the  Englilh.  I  rely  on  your  friendrtiip 
and  bravery,  in  giving  me  the  affiflance  I  alked,  againft  the  van  of  the  Pytan 
army,  who  are  advancing  this  wayj  and  that  you  will  oblige  me  with  a  com- 
pliance to  the  requeft  1  made  in  my  laft  letter.     What  Ihall  I  fay  more  ? 

"  I  beg  you  will  be  fenGble  of  my  fincerity.  I  promife  you,  in  the  moft 
faithful  manner,  that  I  will  never  break  or  infringe  my  part  of  the  treaty  I 
have  made  with  your  nation." 

Inclofed  in  this  letter  came  a  fmall  paper  with  thefe  lines : 

"  THIS  you  may  be  fure  of,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  at- 
tempt to  quarrel  with  you,  or  become  your  enemies,  I  have  fworn 
before  God  that  I  will  affift  you.  I  have  never  given  the  French  a  fingle 
cowry ;  and  what  forces  of  mine  are  at  Houghley,  were  fent  to  Nundcomar, 
the  Fougedart  of  that  place.  The  French  will  never  dare  to  quarrel  with 
you;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  you  will  not,  contrary  to  ancient  cuftom, 
commit  any  hoflilities  within  the  Ganges,  or  in  the  provinces  of  which  I  am 
Soubahdar." 

•  Concerning  the  King  of  Dehli. 

f  Governor  and  chief  magillrate  of  the  diftriS. 

The 
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"The  Admiral -received  alfo  from  the  Nabob  another  letter,  dated  the  loth  of 

March,   1757. 

"  VOUR  obliging  anfwer  to  iny  letter  I  have  received,  wherein  you  write, 
that  your  fufpicions  are  at  an  end ;  and  that,  on  the  receipt  of  my 
letter,  you  forbore  attacking  Chandernagore,  and  fent  for  their  people  to 
make  peace,  and  wrote  out  the  terms  of  agreement ;  but  when  they  were 
about  figning  them,  they  declared,  that  if  they  figned  the  articles,  and  any 
other  commander  fhould  arrive,  they  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  his  ad- 
hering; and  that  on  this  account  there  was  no  peace.  You  alfo  write  many 
other  particulars,  of  which  I  am  well  acquainted.  It  is  true,  if  it  is  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  French,  that  if  one  man  makes  an  agreement,  another  will  not 
comply  with  it,  what  fecurity  is  there  ?  My  forbidding  war  upon  my  borders, 
was  becaufe  the  French  were  my  tenants,  and  upon  this  affair  defired  my  pro- 
tection. On  this  I  wrote  to  you  to  make  peace,  and  no  intentions  had  I  of 
aflifting  or  favouring  them.  You  have  underftanding  and  generofity ;  if  your 
enemy  with  an  upright  heart  claims  your  protection,  you  will  give  him  his 
life,  but  then  you  muft  be  well  fatisfied  of  the  innocence  of  his  intentions ;  if 
not,  whatever  you  think  right,  that  do  f.  I  am  firm  to  my  agreement,  and 
look  upon  your  enemies  as  my  ownj  which  I  Ihall  never  fwerve  from.  Daily 
our  friendlhip  will  increafe  J." 


CHANDERNAGORE  TAKEN  FROM  THE  FRENCH. 

COLONEL  Clive,  the  latter  end  of  February,  left  his  camp  near  Calcutta, 
and  crofled  the  Ganges,  which  was  equally  convenient  either  to  com- 
mence hoftilities  againft  the  French,  or  to  join  the  Nabob  againfl  the  Pytan 
forces;  but  the  intentions  both  of  the  Nabob  and  the  French  being  very  manifeft, 
on  the  8th  of  March  he  turned  his  face  towards  Chandernagore,  and  on  the 
13th  he  invefted  it.     On  the   14th  the  enemy  fallied  out;  in  which  affair 

+  It  was  this  paragraph  that  encouraged  the  Admiral  and  Colonel  to  proceed  in  their  attack 
of  Chandernagore; 

X  From  Mr.  Watts's  tranflatioi>. 

M  Captain 
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Captain  Coote  greatly  fignalized  himfelfj  and  foon  after  made  them  retreat  j 
on  this  they  quitted  their  outer  works,  and  became  mafters  of  the  town, 
and  the  batteries  in  and  about  it,  with  very  little  lofs ;  and  the  enemy,  by  this 
means,  were  Ihut  up  within  their  fort. 

As  foon  as  every  thing  was  in  readinefs  on  board  the  fleet,  and  the  Ihips 
cleared  of  their  fuperfluous  ftores,  they  moved  up  the  river  with  the  flood- 
tides.  To  the  great  mortification  of  the  French  (who  had  flattered  themfeives 
that  it  would  be  imprafticable  for  us  to  bring  up  our  largefl:  fhips,  on  the  i8th 
the  Kent,  Tyger,  and  Salifbury  appeared  in  fight  of  the  fort,  and  then,  turning 
the  point  of  Chandernagore  reach,  anchored  the  1 9th  off  the  PruflTian  odagon, 
from  whence  we  had  a  full  view  of  the  town  and  fortifications.  As  foon  as 
we  came  to  an  anchor,  the  French  threw  a  fhell,  and  fired  a  fliot  or  two,  to 
•try  if  they  could  reach  our  fhips,  but  they  fell  fl^ort. 

The  preparations  for  the  attack  of  this  place  had  unavoidably  been  carried 
on  fo  openly,  that  it  was  impcxflible  they  fliould  be  kept  a  fecret  from  the  French, 
■who  had  therefore  made  ufe  of  every  pofiible  method  to  fruflirate  our  defign. 
Jufl;  above  the  fort  of  Chandernagore,  tliere  was  a  large  bank  of  fand,  which 
made  the  paiTage  very  narrow :  to  block  up  this  channel,  they  had  funk  three 
fhips  loaded  with  ballafl;j  the  mafl:s  of  which,  however,  appeared  above 
water.  Three  other  large  fhips  lay  at  anchor  above  the  fort :  thefe,  it  was 
faid,  were  prepared  as  fire-fliips,  to  be  fent  down  with  the  tide,  to  burn  our 
fquadron  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  Admiral  therefore  refolved  to  be 
beforehand  with  them,  and  gave  orders,  that  all  the  boats  of  the  fliips  ftiould 
go  up,  as  foon  as  the  night  came  on,  and  endeavour  to  cut  their  cables. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  they  all  drove  upon  the  fands.  It  afterwards 
appeared,  that  the  crews  belonging  to  thofe  fliips  had  been  taken  out  to  rein- 
force the  garrifon. 

The  attack  of  the  fort  would  probably  have  taken  place  the  next  morning, 
had  the  tides  in  the  river  been  at  all  favourable  for  that  purpofe  j  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  us,  they  ferved  either  too  early  in  the  morning,  or  too  late  in  the 
afternoon.  This  circumftance  obliged  the  Admiral  to  poftpone  the  attack  for 
two  'or  three  days.  In  the  mean  time  he  fent  Lieutenant  Key  with  a  flag  of 
truce  CO  the  Governor,  demanding  a  furrender  of  the  place;  which  he  politely, 
but  abfolutely  refufed  to.  give  up.  Mr.  Key  having  obferved,  as  he  paffed 
belv/cen  the  vtfllls'  mafl:s,  which  were  funk  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  that 
tiieir  hulls  were  not  deep  under  water,  Mr.  John  Delamotte,  a  brave  and 
6  aiflive 


AND    THE    English.  Bi 

active  officer,  and  who  was  mafter  on  board  the  Admiral's  fliip,  was  the  next 
day  fent  to  found  them ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
interrupt  him,  by  an  inceffant  firing  of  their  cannon,  he  brought  back  the 
agreeable  news,  that  there  was  room  for  our  Ihips  to  pafs  with  fafety  between 
them  J  but  befides  the  obftruftion  which  we  expected  to  meet  with  from  thefe 
funken  veffels,  the  French  had  taken  care  to  ere6t  two  batteries  of  heavy 
cannon,  to  render  this  narrow  pafs  ftill  more  difficult  and  dangerous. 
One  of  thefe  was  conftru6led  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  and  lay  on 
the  very  brink  of  the  river,  within  mufket-lhot  of  the  funken  veffels  j  the 
other  was  a  fafcine  battery  on  the  glacis  of  the  fort,  and  was  intended  to  rake 
our  ffiips  fore  and  aft.  The  cannon  on  their  fouth  baftion  could  alfo  be  brought 
to  fire  down  the  river. 

.  The  difpofitlon  made  for  attacking  the  fort  was  as  follows :  The  Tyger 
was  to  be  placed  againft  the  north-eaft  baftion;  the  Kent  againft  the  curtain, 
between  the  baftions  oppofite  the  gate  ;  and  the  Salilhury  againft  the  fouth- 
eaft  baftion.  Before  we  began  the  attack,  it  was  judged  abfolutely  neceffary 
that  Colonel  Clive  fhould  erect  a  battery  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  to  fire  on 
the  fouth  face  of  the  enemy's  fouth-eaft  baftion;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate 
refiftance,  that  we  might  breach  that  baftion  by  a  crofs  fire  from  the  -ftiips, 
and  from  this  intended  battery.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  this 
purpofe;  but,  before  they  could  be  carried  into  execution,  the  army  were 
obliged  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  half-moon  battery,  v/hich  they  did 
with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy's  troops  before  them  into  the  fort. 

All  things  being  ready,  on  the  22d  the  Admiral  appeared  extremely  an- 
xious to  begin  the  attack;  but  the  flood-tide  in  the  afternoon  was  fo  very 
late,  the  fliips  could  not  poffibly  be  placed  in  their  proper  ftations  while  there 
was  lufficient  day-light  to  diretl  our  fire ;  the  enemy,  therefore,  would  have 
had  a  great  advantage  over  us ;  for  though  the  nights  were  too  dark  for  us  to 
diftinguifti  the  embrafures  of  their  fortifications,  yet  they  could  plainly  fee 
the  hulls  of  our  fhips,  which  would  have  lain  fo  near  the  fort,  that  a  fhocking 
carnage  muft  have  been  made  amongft  their  crews.  That  another  day,  how- 
ever, might  not  be  loft,  the  Admiral,  the  fame  evening,  ordered  lights  to  be 
placed  on  the  mafts  of  the  veffels  that  had  been  funk,  with  blinds  towards  the 
fort,  that  we  might  fee  how  to  pafs  between  them  a  little  before  day-light,  and 
xvithout  being  difcovered  by  the  enemy. 

-  At  length,  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  March,  the  fhips  getting  under  fail, 
the  Colonel's  battery,  which  had  been  finifhed  behind  a  dead  wall,  began 
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firing  upon  the  fouth-eaft  baftion.  The  Tyger,  with  Admiral  Pocock's  flag 
flying,  took  the  lead,  and  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  got  very  well  into 
her  flation  againft  the  north-eaft  baftion:  the  Kent,  with  Admiral  Watfon's  flag, 
quickly  followed  her ;  but  before  flie  could  reach  her  proper  ftation,  the  tide 
of  ebb  made  down  the  river,  which  occafioned  her  anchor  to  drag  ;  fo 
that  before  fhe  brought  up,  flie  had  fallen  abreaft  of  the  fouth-eaft  baftion, 
the  place  where  the  Saliflsury  ftiould  have  been,  and,  from  her  mainmaft  aft,  flie 
was  expofed  to  the  flank  guns  of  the  fouth-weft  baftion  alfo.  This  accident  of 
the  Kent's  anchor  not  holding  faft,  and  her  driving  down  into  the  Salifljury's 
ftation,  threw  this  laft  ftiip  out  of  aftion,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the 
Captain,  officers,  and  crew ;  for  fhe  never  had  it  in  her  power  to  fire  a  gun, 
unlefs  it  was  now  and  then,  when  ftie  could  flieer  on  the  tide.  The  French, 
during  the  whofle  time  of  the  Kent  and  Tyger's  approach  towards  the  fort, 
kept  up  a  terrible  cannonade  upon  them,  without  any  refiftance  oni  their 
parts  J  but  as  foon  as  the  fliips  came  properly  to.  an  anchor,,  diey  returned  it 
with  fuch  fury,  as  aftoniflied  their  adverfaries. 

Colonel  Clive's  troops  at  the  fame  time  got  into  thofe  houfes  which  were 
neareft  the  fort,  and  from  thence  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy  with  their  muf- 
ketry.  The  fire  now  became  general  on  both  fides,  and  was  kept  up  with 
extraordinary  fpirit.  The  flank  guns  of  the  fouth-weft  baftion  galled  the 
Kent  very  much  j  and,  the  Admiral's  aid-de-camps  being  all  wounded,  Mr. 
Watfon  went  dowij  himfelf  to  Lieutenant  William  Brereton,  who  commanded 
the  lower-deck  battery,  and  ordered  him  particularly  to  diredt  his  fire  againfi 
thofe  guns;  and  they  were  accordingly  foon  afterwards  filenced^  At  eight  in 
the  morning  feveral  of  the  enemy's  fliot  ftruck  the  Kent  at  the  fame  time ;  one 
entered  near  the  fore-maft,  and  fet  fire  to  two  or  three  thirty-two  pound 
cartridges  of  gunpowder,  as  the  boys  held  them  in  their  hands  ready  to  charge 
the  guns. 

By  the  explofion,  the  wad-nets,  and  other  loofe  things,  took  fire  between 
decks,  and  the  whole  fliip  was  fo  filled  with  fmoke,  that  the  men  in  their 
confufion  cried  out,  flie  was  on  fire  in  the  gunner's  ftore-room ;  imagining, 
from  the  fliock  they  felt  from  the  balls,,  that  a  ftiell  had  aftually  fallen  into 
her.  This  notion  ftruck  a  panic  into  the  greateft  part  of  the  crew,  and  70 
or  80  jumped  out  of  the  port-holes  into  the  boats  that  were  along-fide  the 
fhip.  The  French  prefently  faw  this  confufion  on  board  the  Kent,  and,  re- 
folving  to  take  tlve  advantage,,  kept  up  as  hot  a  fire  as  poflible  upon  her  dur- 
ing the  whole  tinae^    Lieutenant  Brereton,  however,  with  the  afllftance  of 

fome 
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fome  other  brave  men,  foon  excinguiflied  the  fire  j  and  then  running  to  the 
ports,  he  begged  the  leamen  to  come  in  again,  upbraiding  them  for  dcferting 
their  quarters :  but  finding  this  had  no  efFeifl  upon  them,  he  thought  the 
more  certain  method  of  fucceeding  would  be  to  ftrike  them  with  a  fenfe  of 
fliame,  and  therefore  loudly  exclaimed,  "  Are  you  Britons,  are  you  Eng- 
lifhmen,  and  fly  from  danger  ?  for  fhame,  for  fliame  !"  This  reproach  had  the 
defired  effeft ;  to  a  man,  they  immediately  returned  into  the  fliip,  repaired  to 
their  quarters,  and  renewed  a  fpirited  fire  on  the  enemy. 

In  about  three  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  tlie  parapets 
of  the  north  and  fouth  baftions  were  almofl:  beaten  down ;  the  guns  were 
moftly  difmounted ;  and  we  could  plainly  fee  from  the  main-top  of  the  Kent, 
that  the  ruins  from  the  parapet  had  entirely  blocked  up  thofe  few  guns  which 
otherwife  might  have  been  fit  for  fervice.  We  could  eafily  difcern  too,  that 
there  had  been  a  great  flaughter  among  the  enemy ;  who,  finding  that  our 
fire  againfl:  them  rather  increafed,  hung  out  the  white  flag :  whereupon  a 
ceflation  of  hofl:ilities  took  place,  and  the  Admiral  fent  Lieutenant  Brereton 
(the  only  commifllon  ofiicer  on  board  the  Kent  that  was  not  killed  or  wound- 
ed) and  Captain  Coote,  of  the  King's  regiment,  with  a  flag  of  truce  to 
the  fort ;  who  foon  returned,  accompanied  by  the  French  governor's  fon,  with 
articles  of  capitulation :  which  being  fettled  by  the  Admiral  and  Colonel 
Clive,  they  foon  after  took  poflTefllon  of  the  place. 


CHAP.      V. 

Continuation    of    the    Correfpondence    between    Admiral   Watfon    and 

Surajah  Dowla. 

Admiral  Watfon  to  the  Nabob, 

iG  March,  ij^-j. 

"  T  HAVE  the  honour  of  feveral  of  your  letters,  which  I  would  have  paid- 
due  attention  to,  and  anfwered  immediately,  had  not  the  fervice  I  came- 
here  upon  engaged  all  my  time.     I  hope  you  will  accept  this  as  a  reafonable 
excufe  for  my  long  filence.    I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  oa 

the 
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the  23d  of  this  month,  after  two  hours  fighting,  we,  by  the  bleffing  of  God, 
and  the  happy  influence  of  your  fortune  and  friendfhip,  fubdued  and  took 
poiTcflion  of  the  French  fort,  making  our  enemies  prifoners,  except  a  fmall 
number,  who  fled  up  the  river  with  their  efFecls.  I  have  fent  a  few  armed 
men  to  feize  them;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  this 
ftep,  fince  I  have  given  the  ftriifleft  orders  not  to  moleft  or  diflurb  any  of 
your  fubjedls. 

"  I  have  often  declared  to  you  my  unalterable  refolution  of  ftridly  ad- 
hering to  the  treaty  made  between  us ;  and,  as  we  have  fworn  reciprocally, 
that  the  enemies  of  either  fhould  be  efl:eemed  the  enemies  of  both,  I  hope, 
by  your  favour,  the  enemies  I  have  now  remaining,  will  be  delivered  into  my 
hands,  together  with  their  effefts. 

"  The  moment  I  received  your  letter,  complaining  of  Mr.  Dralce's  having 
addrelTed  himfelf  to  Monichchund  in  a  manner  difpleafing  to  you,  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Drake,  and  defired  he  would  make  an  apology  to  you,  for  the  expref- 
fions  he  had  made  ufe  of  to  Monichchund ;  which  he  has  done,  and  I  hope 
you  are  fatisfied  therewith  :  you  may  reft  aflured,  you  will  have  no  caufe  of 
fuch  complaint  for  the  future. 

"  I  obferve  by  your  letter  of  the  2 2d  of  this  month,  that  you  were  under  a 
necefTity  of  fending  your  brother.  Rajah  Roy  Dallubfam  Bahader,  into  the 
Burdwan  country,  to  coUeft  the  revenues,  which  Monichchund  excufed  himfelf 
from  paying :  as  you  have  given  me  your  word,  that  this  is  the  purpofe  of 
his  march,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  artful,  defign-ing  perfon  to  make  me 
believe  the  contrary;  and,  as  it  will  be  evermore  my  firft  principle  to  promote 
and  eftablifli  the  friendOiip  made  between  us,  I  fliall  be  very  cautious  how  I 
give  credit  to  any  idle  flories,  tending  to  break  the  unity,  which  I  hope  will 
endure  for  ever  between  you  and  the  Englifh.     I  am  fenfible  our  nation  has 
many  enemies  at  your  court  -,  bur,  as  you  ai-e  a  wife  and  prudent  Prince,  I 
hope  you  will  in  time  difcover  all  the  wickednefs  of  thofe,  who,  by  aflerting 
for  pofitive  truths  what  have  appeared  to  be  notorious  falflioods,  have  at- 
tempted to  injure  us  in  your  opinion.     As  I  know  your  ears  have  been  filled 
with  evil  reports  of  us,  and  you  will  be  fubjefl  to  hear  the  ftories  of  fuch 
deceivers,  a  perfon  in  whom  I  confide  will  be  fent  to  you  ;  recei'^e  what  he  may 
fay,  as  my  fentimencs,  and  be  allured  you  fhall  not  be  deceived.     What  can  I 
fay  more :" 

This 
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This  letter  not  producing  the  defired  efFeft,  and  being  too  well  convinced 
that  the  Nabob  had  hoflile  intentions  in  his  bread ;  for,  inflead  of  delivering 
up,  he  correfponded  with  and  protcfted  our  French  enemies  i  the  Admiral 
addrefPed  another  letter  to  him,  dated  tlie  31ft  of  March,   1757. 

"  7  HAVE  already  informed  you  of  our  conqueil:  of  Chanderpagore,  and 
making  all  the  French  our  prifoners,  except  fome  fugitives  who  fled 
up  the  river ;  after  whom,  I  told  you,  I  had  fent  fome  armed  men  in  boats. 
I  am  forry  I  lliould  be  under  the  necefilty  offending  you  another  letter;  but 
havino-  received  information  that  you  have  not  as  yet  performed  your  agree- 
ment, I  muft  take  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that,  from  the  repeated  promifes  you 
have  made,  of  keeping  your  word  in  every  refpect,  I  now  expe6t  you  will  aft 
conformably  to  the  oath  you  have  taken  before  God  and  your  prophet,  and 
comply  immediately  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  Deliver  alfo  the  can- 
non to  Mr.  Watts,  which  you  now  have  belonging  to  the  Company,  and  ftriftly 
keep  to  the  oath  we  have  both  fworn,  of  living  in  friendlhip,  and  elleeming 
each  other's  enemies  our  own  -,  and  deliver  up  into  my  hands  all  the  French  in 
your  dominions,  with  their  effefts.  This  will  be  keeping  your  oath,  and 
behaving  like  a  Prince  whofe  purfuit  is  juftice,  and  whofe  utmoft  glory,  as  a 
foldier,  is  preferving  his  word  inviolable.  Depend  upon  it,  if  there  are  any 
about  you  bold  enough  to  advife  you  to  aft  contrary  to  thefe  juft  demands, 
they  are  your  enemies,  and  want  to  fee  your  country  involved  in  a  ruinous 
war  J  which  nothing  but  your  breach  of  promife,  of  faith,  and  of  honour, 
fhall  ever  prevail  on  me  to  engage  in.  Nothing  will  give  me  more  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  the  being  afTured  that  continual  peace  and  friendfliip  will  for  ever 
laft  between  you  and  the  Englifh.  Since  I  began  this  letter,  I  am  informed 
the  fugitive  French  have  offered  to  enter  into  your  fervice.  If  you  accept 
this  offer,  I  fhall  conclude  that  you  intend  to  favour  the  French,  and  defire 
to  live  no  longer  in  friendlhip  with  me,  efpecially  as  you  have  declined  the 
affiftancc  of  the  Englifii  troops,  after  ftrongly  foliciting  them." 

The  Admiral,  not  able  to  obtain  any  anfwer  to  this,  fent  another  letter. 
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The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Kent,  off  Chandernagore,  id  of  April,  1757. 
"  T  HAVE  been  informed  that  you  exprefs  fome  uneafinefs  at  our  fliips 
remaining  at  this  fettlemcnt, and  our  army  being  encamped  nearHoughley. 
I  find  that  our  enemies  have  taken  the  advantage  of  your  uneafinefs,  and  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  you  our  troops  propofe  marching  up  in  a  hoftile  man- 
ner againft  you  to  Muxadabad.  It  is  amazing  to  me,  that  any  one  fliould 
dare  to  impofe  fo  grofsly  on  your  underilanding,  without  trembling  at  the 
confequence,  fhould  his  arts  be  difcovered.  And  it  alfo  furprizes  me,  that 
you  fhould  hearken  to  fuch  idle  ftories.  You,  as  a  foldier,  muft  know,  that 
while  I  have  enemies  yet  in  your  dominions,  it  would  be  very  impolitic  in 
me  not  to  purfue  them.  Yet,  if  you  will  deliver  up  my  enemies,  and  their 
cffedts,  to  me,  my  fhips  and  troops  fliall  immediately  return  to  Calcutta  j  and 
then,  and  not  before,  ftiall  I  be  convinced  of  your  fincerity  and  refolution  in 
abiding  by  the  oath  you  have  taken,  of  regarding  my  enemies  as  your  own." 

The  day  after  the  forwarding  of  the  above,  the  Admiral  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Nabob,  though  dated  the  22d  of  March,  1757- 


"  \X7  H  A T  I  have  promifed,  and  fet  my  hand  to,  I  will  firmly  maintain, 
nor  in  any  refpeft  deviate  therefrom.  All  Mr.  Watts's  demands,  and 
whatfoever  he  has  reprefented  to  me,  I  have  complied  with,  and  what  remains 
fhall  be  given  up  by  the  1 5th  of  this  moon.  This  Mr.  Watts  mull  have  writ- 
ten to  you,  with  all  the  particulars  ;  but,  notwithftanding  all  this,  it  appears 
to  me,  from  many  inftances,  that  you  feek  to  obliterate  your  agreement  with 
me.  The  country  within  the  territories  of  Houghley,  Ingeley,  Burdwan,  and 
Nuddea,  has  been  ravaged  by  your  troops.  For  what  caufe  is  this  ?  Add 
to  this,  that  Govendram  Metre  wrote  to  Nundcomar,  by  the  fon  of  Bamden 
Gefe,  requiring  him  to  deliver  CoUigant,  as  belonging  to  the  diftrifts  of 
Calcutta,  into  his  the  faid  Metre's  poflelTion.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 
I  am  fure  this  has  been  done  without  your  knowledge.  In  confidence  of  your 
engagement,  I  made  peace ;  with  the  view  of  procuring  the  welfare  of  the 

country. 
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country,  and  to  prevent  the  ruinous  confequences  which  would  befall  the 
royal  territories  from  both  armies,  and  not  that  the  people  fhould  be  trampled 
upon,  and  the  revenues  obftruded. 

"  Your  endeavours  fhould  be,  daily  to  ftrengthen  more  and  more  the 
friendfhip  which  has  taken  root  betwixt  us,  and  to  that  end,  put  a  ftop  to  the 
influence  of  this  mifchief-maker, .  and  difcountenance  the  aforefaid  Metre,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  he  may  not  dare  to  fay  thefe  things,  nor  be  guilty  of 
fuch  falfe  proceedings  for  the  future.  By  the  will  of  God,  the  agreement 
Ihall  never  be  infringed  upon  my  part.  I  have  fpoken  to  IVIr.  Watts  fully  on 
this  fubjed;   the  particulars  of  which  you  will  have  in  his  letter. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  juft  learned  that  the  French  are  bringing  a  large  force  from 
the  Deccan,  to  make  war  againft  you  j  for  this  reafon  I  write  to  you,  that  if 
you  ftand  in  need  of  any  forces  of  the  government  for  your  fupport,  you  will 
immediately  acquaint  me,  and  they  Ihall  be  ready  to  join  you  whenever  you 
fhall  have  occafion  for  them." 

This  produced  the  following  reply: 


The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Dated  Calcutta,  3^  of  April  1757. 
"  'y  H  E  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  the  2 2d  of  laft  month,  did 
not  come  to  my  hands  till  this  day.     As  the  fubjeft  of  it  required  an 
anfwer  as  foon  as  pofTible,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  been  furprifed,  at  not 
having  found  any  thing  in  my  three  lad  letters  relating  thereto.     But  this  in- 
forms you  of  the  true  reafon,  and  I  hope  will  fatisfy  you  of  my  r^adinefs  always 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours.  The  afllirances  you  continue  to  give 
me,  of  firmly  maintaining  the  agreement  between  us,  makes  me  hope  you  will 
liften  to  all  the  juft  demands  in  my  laft  letters  ;  as  the  delivering  up  my  ene- 
mies into  my  hands,  v/ith  all  their  effects,   and  complying  with  all  the  articles 
of  the  treaty:  the  latter  part,  you  promife  me,  fhall  be  done  the  15th  of  this 
moon,  which  will  be  to-morrow,  -when  I  hope  Mr.  Watts  will  be  able  to 
■Write,  and  aflure  rne  you  have  fulfilled  your  promife.     You  tell  i"rte,  that  not- 
withflanding  the  order  you  have  given  for  every  thing  being  complied  wich, 
and  fixing  the  day  for  its  being  done,  yet  it  appears  to  you,  from  many  in- 
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ftances,  that  I  intend  to  break  my  agreeiTkcnt.  You  mufl  fuffer  me  to  tell 
you,  that  your  apprehenfions  of  my  not  ftrictly  abiding  by  the  treaty  I  h^vc 
made,  are  founded  on  falfe  reprefentations,  made  to  you  by  Monichchund,  to 
excufe  himfelf  from  paying  the  revenues  of  die -leveral  countries  you  fay  have 
been  pillaged  by  the  Englifli.  How  can  this  poffibly  be  ?  when  the  Engliih 
troops,  fince  the  happy  peace  made  with  you,  have  penetrated  no  farther  into 
the  Bmdwan  country,  than  marching  from  Bankebufar  to  Chandernagore, 
along  the  lliore  ;  and  fince  the  conqueft  of  the  French,  a  few  armed  men  were 
fcnt  after  fome  fugitives  a  little  way,  but  they  have  been  ordered  back  fomc 
time  fince,  and  are  returned. 

"  Of  this,  upon  very  little  refleftion,  you  muft  be  fenfible;  Why  then 
Will  you  hearken  to  thofe  who  feek  every  opportunity  to  deceive  you,  and 
feake  you  believe  fuch  things,  as  are  in  their  nature  impoffible  ?  For  how 
could  the  territories  of  Houghly,  Ingely,  Burdwan,  and  Nuddea,  be  ravaged 
by  our  troops,  when  the  troops  have  been  no  farther  than  I  have  aflured  you? 
1  am  afraid  the  perfon  who  dares  attempt  the  impofing  on  you  fo  grofs  a 
falfhood  as  this,  has  reafon  to  think  you  may  eafily  be  perfuaded  into  a  belief 
of  any  thing,  that  would  ferve  as  a  pretence  for  your  dilpleafure  againfl  the 
Englifh  ;  otherwife,  I  think,  no  one  would  prefumc  to  fill  your  ears  with  fuch 
falfe  and  idle  ftories.  What  you  tell  me  relating  to  Govendzam  Metre,  you 
do  me  great  juftice  in  believing,  he  has  a<5t:ed  in  the  manner  he  did,  without 
my  knowledge.  You  may  be  aflured  I  will  take  pains  to  enquire  into  every 
<;ircumft:ance  of  that  matter,  and  will  fee  that  ftridt:  juftice  is  done  to  you,  and 
give  Metre  a  fevere  rebuke  for  his  late  behaviour. 

"  Need  I  give  you  any  farther  affurances  of  my  immoveable  refolutiort 
ftri<Etly  to  regard  our  treaty,  and  every  moment  to  improve  the  friendfiiip 
growing  up  between  us  ?  I  hope  not ;  I  would  willingly  believe,  you  now 
know  me  fufficiently  to  place  a  confidence  in  what  I  fay,  without  having  any 
doubts  of  being  deceived  ;  which  you  may  depend  upon  you  never  fliall  by 
me  :  deceit  is  deteftable  in  the  heart  of  an  honeft  man,  and  much  too  low  a 
pradtice  for  the  true  foldier  to  (loop  to. 

"  Give  me  leave  to  render  you  my  thanks  for  your  intelligence  con- 
cerning the  French  from  the  Deccan,  and  your  readinefs  in  offering  me 
afliftance,  if  I  fliould  have  occafion.  Should  the  French  leave  the  Deccan, 
and  come  into  this  country  with  fuch  a  number  as  to  make  the  jun<5tion 
of  our  forces  neceflary,  I  then  will  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  you 
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em    that    bufinefs.      In    the   mean   time,    if  you   would-  wifh   to  preferve 
peace  in  your  country,  deliver  up  my  enemies  into  my  hands,  and  by  thaf 
means  they  will  be  lefs  able  to  oppofe  me,  if  fuch  a  force  fhould  arrivci. 
Thb  will  convince  me  of  the  fincerity  of  your  offer.     It  is  now  in  your 
power  to  fettle  everlalling  peace  in  your  country }  and  if  you  fuffer  the 
opportunit}'  to  flip,  it  may  never  offer  again.     You  fee  that  God,  by  whofc 
power  all  human  events  are  determined,  has  given  me  the  viftory  over  my 
enemies.     He  feeth  the  juftnefs  of  my  caufe,  and  therefore  fighteth  for  me. 
Hefitate  then  no  longer  about  the  things  I  have  written  to  you,  but  openly 
fijlfil   the  oath  you   made  before  God  and   your  prophet,  of  making  my 
enemies   your   own;  and  let   us   evermore  become  one  people.     Then  we 
fhall  fee  peace  and  tranquillity  will  flourifli  j  for  our  enemies,  beholding  us  ce- 
mented in  unity,  will  not  venture  to  bring  war  into  the  country; 

♦*  Reflect  on  what  I  have  written,  and  be  affured,  nothing  is  fo  much 
my  defire,  as  to  fee  peace  and  concord  perfeflly  fettled  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom;  and,  to  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  my  fincerity,  I  have  ordered 
the  King's  Ihips  down  to  Calcutta,  as  I  heard  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  accept- 
able to  you.    What  can  I  fay  more  ?" 

The  Nabob  fent  the  following  anfwer : 


The  Nabob  to  the  Admiral,  dated   \/^tb  of  April  1757. 

**  "^7  OUR  letters,  at  feveral  times,  I  have  received  with  the  news  of  your 
health,  which  has  given  me  great  pleafure.  The  purport  of  them  I 
have  duly  underflood  ;  and  for  your  latisfaftion,  and  in  obfervance  of  the 
agreement  between  us,  to  look  upon  each  other's  enemies  as  our  own,  I  have 
expelled  Mr.  Law,  with  all  his  adherents,  from-  my  country,  and  have  given 
ftrift  orders  to  all  my  Naibs  and  Fougcdars,  not  to  permit  them  to  remain 
in  any  part  of  my  "dominions.  I  am  ready,  upon  all  occafions,  to  grant  you 
my  afTiftance.  If  the  French  ever  enter  the  province  with  a  great  or  fmall 
force,  with  a  defign  of  making  war  upon  you,  God  and  his  prophets  are  be- 
tween us,  that  whenever  you  write  to  me,  I  will  be  your  ally,  and  join  you 
with  all  my  force.  Refl  fatisfied  in  this  point,  and  be  affured  of  my  refo- 
lution  to  remain  inviolably  by  the  promifes  which  I  have  made  in  my  letters, 

N  2  ancl 
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and  in  the  treaty  concluded  betwixt  us.  With  regard  to  the  French  fac 
tories  and  merchandize,  I  muft  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  been- 
informed,  the  French  Company  are  indebted  to  the  natives,  and  have  feveral 
lacks  belonging  to  my  fubjefts  in  their  hands ;  fliould  I  comply  with  your 
demands  in  delivering  up  the  effefts,  how  can  I  anfwer  it  to  the  creditors 
of  the  French.  Your  Excellency  is  my  well-wifher  and  my  friend;  weigh 
all  this  affair,  and  return  me  your  anfwer,  that  I  may  aft  accordingly. 

"  I  HAVE  written  before,  and  now  repeat,  that  if  the  F.ngli(h  Company  want 
to  eftablilTi  their  trade,  do  not  write  me  what  is  not  conformable  to  our 
ao-reement,  by  the  inftigation  of  felf-interefted  and  defigning  men,  who  want 
to  break  the  peace  between  us.  If  you  are  not  difpofed  to  come  to  a  rup- 
ture with  me,  you  have  my  agreement  under  my  Iiand  and  feal  j.  when  you 
write,  look  upon  that,   and  write  accordingly.' 

"  Mr.  Watts  will  inform  you  fully  of  all  particulars :  What  fliall  I  write 


more  ? 


"  If  you  defire  to  maintain  the  peace,  write  nothing  contrary  to  the  treaty." 

This  letter,  and  daily  inftances  of  the  Nabob's  perfidious  and  hoftile  inten- 
tions, engaged  the  Admiral  to  addrefs  the  Nabob  more  plainly,  in  a  letter  dated 
April  19,   1757. 

*'  T  AM  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  acquainting 
me  with  your  having  received,  at  feveral  times,  the  letters  I  lately  wrote 
you.  Your  forbearance,  and  not  writing  to  me,  hath  not  tlie  appearance  of 
that  friendfliip,  you  would  perfuade  me  you  have  for  my  countrymen;  and 
with  regard  to  myfelf,  I  muft  tak^  the  liberty  to  fay,  I  was  more  particularly 
intitled  to  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to  my  letters,  from  my  high  rank  and  flation  ;  and 
1  cannot  help  looking  upon  your  neglefl:  in  this  refpeft,  but  as  a  flight  of- 
fered to  the  King,  my  mafter,  who  fent  me  into  India  to  protect  his  fubjefts, 
and  demand  juftice  wherefoever  they  were  oppxcfled. 

"  I  OBSERVE  in  your  letter  the  following  particulars,  viz.  "  that  for  my  fa- 
tisfaftion,  and  according  to  our  mutual  agreement  to  look  upon  each  other's 
enemies  as  our  own,  you  have  expelled  Monfieur  Law,  and  his  adherents, 
from  your  dominions,  and  given  ftridt  orders,  &c."  My  brother,  Mr.  Watts, 
•who  is  entrufted  with  all  the  Company's  concerns,  always  writes  me  the  par- 
ticulars of  your  intended  favours  towards  us>  but  I   have  never  found  that 

vhat 
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what  he  writes  is  put  in  execution,  neither  do  I  find  that  what  you  wrote 
me  in  your  letter,  dated  the  2 2d  of  March,  is  yet  complied  with.  You 
therein  aflured  me,  that  you  would  fulfil  all  the  articles  you  had  agreed  to, 
by  the  15th  of  that  moon.  Hav^e  you  ever  yet  complied  with  them  all  ?  No. 
How  then  can  I  place  any  confidence  in  what  you  write,  when  your  aflions 
are  not  correfpondcnt  with  your  promifes  ?  Or  how  can  I  reconcile  your  tell- 
ing me  in  fo  facred  a  manner,  you  will  be  my  ally,  and  afllfl  me  with  your 
forces  againft  the  French,  when  you  have  given  a  Perwannah  to  Mr.  Law 
and  his  people,  to  go  towards  Patna,  in  order  to  efcape  me,  and  tell  me  it  is 
for  my  fatisfaclion,  and  in  obfervance  of  the  mutual  agreement,  you  have 
taken  this  meafure  ?  Is  this  an  aft  of  friendlliip  ?  Or  is  it  in  this  manner  I 
am  to  underftand  you  will  afTift  me  ?  Or  am  I  to  draw  a  conclufion  from  what 
you  write,  or  from  what,  you  do  ?  You  are  too  wife  not  to  know,  when  a  man 
tells  you  one  thing,  and  does  the  dire6l  contrary,  which  you  ought  to  believe. 
Why  then  do  you  endeavour  to  perfuade  me  you  will  be  my  friend,  when  at 
the  fame  time  you  give  my  enemies  your  proteftion,  furnilh  them  with  am- 
munition, and  fuffer  them  to  go  out  of  your  dominions  with  three  pieces  of 
cannon  ?  Their  effects  I  efteem  a  trifling  circumftance,  and  as  far  as  tliey 
will  contribute  to  do  juftice  to  your  people,  who  are  creditors  to  the  French 
Company,  I  have  no  objeftion  to  your  feizing  them  for  their  ufe,  for  money 
is  what  I  defpife,  and  accumulating  riches  to  myfelf  is  what  I  did  not  come 
here  for. 

"  But  I  have  already  told  you,  and  now  repeat  it  again,  that  while  a 
Frenchman  remains  in  this  kingdom,  1  will  never  ceafe  purfuing  Iiim ;  but 
if  they  will  deliver  themfelves  up,  they  fhall  find  me  niercifid :  and  I  am  con- 
fident thofe  who  have  already  fallen  into  my  hands,  will  do  me  the  juftica 
to  fay,  they  have  been  treated  with  a  much  greater  generofity  than  is  ufual 
by  the  general  cuftom  of  war. 

"  If  you  will  reflect  upon  the  oath  you  have  taken,  you  cannot  but  join- 
with  me  in  what  fallows : — As  foon  as  CofTimbuzar  is  properly  garrifoned,  to 
which  place  our  troops  will  fpeedily  begin  their  march,,  I  defire  you  will 
grant  a  duftuck  for  the  paffage  of  two  thoufand  of  our  foldiers  by  land  to 
Patna.  You  may  be  aflTured  they  will  do  no  violence,  nor  commit  the  le^il 
injury  to  the  natives  ;  the  only  defign  of  fending  them  is  to  feize  the  French, 
and  reftcre  tranquillity  and  perfect  peace  in  your  kingdom,  which  can  never  \ 

be  truly  eftablillied  in   thefe  dominions,  while  a  war  continues  between  us 
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and  them.  If  you  are  apprehenfive  of  any  injury  arifing  to  your  fubjeft*. 
from  the  march  of  our  troops  to  Patna,  fend  fome  of  your  trufty  hircars  to 
go  with  them,  with  orders  to  acquaint  you,  from  time  to  time,  with  their 
tranfactions  ;  and  I  dare  anfwer  you  will  find  their  reports  agreeable  to  what 
I  now  write  you. 

"  Instead  of  fending  Mr.  Watts  only  ten  guns,  why  did  you  not  deliver 
up  all  that  belonged  to  the  Company  ?  I  will  not  write  you  what  is  not  con- 
formable to  our  agreement,  and  which  you  fuppofe  was  by  the  infVigation 
of  felf-interefted  and  defigning  men  :  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I  never 
yet  have  written  a  fyllable  contrary  to  our  agreement,  and  the  oath  and  pro- 
mife  I  have  made ;  and  be  aflured  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  artful  or  de- 
figning men  to  make  me  write  any  thing  inconfiftent  with^my  honour,  I 
a(k  nothing  more  than  your  fulfilling  the  articles  of  your  agreement,  and 
abiding  by  the  oath  you  have  taken ;  this  I  have  ftrongly  urged  you  to  doj 
becaufe  you  have  been  very  flow  in  the  execution,  and  this  furely  I  have  a 
right  to  demand,  fo  long  as  you  negleft  to  perform  it.  If  it  is  difagreeable 
to  you  to  hear  thefe  things,  put  it  out  of  my  power  ever  to  afk  again,  by 
your  immediate  compliance :  and  as  you  have  defired  me,  when  I  write,  to 
look  upon  our  agreement,  and  take  that  for  my  guide,  let  me  requefl:  you 
to  compare  my  letters  with  my  agreements,  and  with  what  you  have  pro- 
mifed  ;  and  when  you  find  me  differ  from  that,  or  aflc  any  thing  contrary  to 
it,  then  tax  me  therewith ;  point  out  to  me  exprefsly,  wherein  I  have  de- 
viated from  this  rule,  and  you  fhall  find  me  ready  to  confefs  it  as  an  error  -,  but 
till  then  you  muft  excufe  me  from  infifting  on  your  having  charged  me 
wrongfully,  and  which,  upon  an  examination  of  my  letters,  I  make  no  doubt 
will  appear  to  you  too  plain  to  be  contradifted. 

"  Let  me  again  repeat  to  you,  I  have  no  otlier  views  than  that  of  peace. 
The  gathering  together  of  riches  is  what  I  defpife;  and  I  call  on  God,  who 
fees  and  knows  the  fpring  of  all  our  aftions,  and  to  whom  you  and  I  muft 
one  day  anfwer,  to  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  what  I  now  write ;  therefore,  if 
you  would  have  me  believe  that  you  wifli  peace  as  much  as  I  do,  no  longer 
let  it  be  the  fubjed  of  our  correfpondence  for  me  to  afk  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  treaty,  and  you  to  promife  and  not  perform  it;  but  immediately  ful- 
fil all  your  engagements :  thws  let  peace  flourilh,  and  fpread  throughout  all 
your  country,  and  make  your  people  happy  in  the  re-eftablilhment  of  their 
(f  trade. 
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trade,  which  has  fuffered  by  a  ruinoui  and  deftruftive  war.    What  can  I  fay 


more  ?" 


After  this  letter  the  correfpondence  ceafed  on  the  part  of  the  Admiral; 
and  from  the  date  thereof,  to  the  month  of  June,  the  Nabob  continued 
to  give  full  proof  that  it  was  his  defign  to  embrace  the  firft  convenient 
opportunity  of  extirpating  us.  Hoftile  preparations  were  now  made  on 
each  fide;  and  on  the  13th  of  June,  things  drew  near  to  a  crifis,  when  the 
Nabob  fent  the  following  and  his  laft  letter  to  the  Admiral. 


The  Nahb's  laft  Letter  to  the  Admiral. 

i^th  of  Ramazan  (i^tb  of  June)  1757. 

«  ACCORDING  to  my  promifes,  and  the  agreement  made  between  us, 
I  have  duly  rendered  every  thing  to  Mr.  Watts,  except  a  very  fmall 
remainder,  and  had  almoft  fettled  Monichchund's  affair  :  notwithflanding  all 
this,  Mr.  Watts,  and  the  reft  of  the  council  of  the  faftory  at  CofTimbuzar, 
under  pretence  of  going  ta  take  the  air  in  their  gardens,  fled  away  in  the 
night.  This  is  an  evident  mark  of  deceit,  and  of  an  intention  to  break  the 
treaty ;  I  am  convinced  it  could  not  have  happened  without  your  know- 
ledge, nor  without  your  advice.  I  all  along  expefted  fomething  of  this 
kind,  and  for  that  reafon  I  would  not  recall  my  forces  from  Plafley,  exped- 
ing  fome  treachery. 

"  I  PRAISE  God,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  has  not  been  on  my  part : 
God  and  his  prophet  have  been  witnefles  to  the  contrail  made  between  us, 
and  whoever  firft  deviates  from  it,  will  bring  upon  themfelves  the  punilh- 
ment  due  to  their  adions." 

These  letters  are  taken  from  a  publication  on  India  affairs  by  Mr.  Ive?, 
who  was  with  Admiral  Watfon  at  the  time  j  to  whom  the  reader  is  alfo 
indebted  for  the  following  information,  extracted  from  tliat  gentleman's 
writings. 


CHAP, 
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Of  the  fueafttres  for  dcpofmg  Surajah  Dowla. — I'he  battle  of  P la/fey ,  and 
the  advancement  of  Meer  fa£ier  to  the  government  of  Bengal. 

SURAJAH  DOWLA,  after  his  taking  Calcutta,  had  behaved  with  fuch 
infolence  and  cruelty  towards  his  own  fubjefts,  that  feveral  confiderable 
perfons  of  his  court  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  depofe  him.     He  had  dif- 
played  the  feverity  of  his  temper  in  fo  many  inftances,  as  to  ftrike  an  uni- 
vcrfal  terror  j  and  from  the  ficklenefs  of  his  difpofition,  none  near  him,  and 
in   his  power,  could  thi^nk  himfelf  fafe.     Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  a  man  of 
great  power  and  influence  (and  who  had  married  the  fifter  of  Surajah's  pre- 
decelTor  and  grandfather,  Aliverde  Caun)  conduiled  the  defign  of  depriving 
the  Nabob  of  that  power  he  fo  greatly  abufed ;  he  was  feconded  in  it  by 
Roydullub,  general  of  horfe,  and  by  Jugget-feet,  banker  to  the  Nabob,  and 
efteemed  the  richefl:  merchant  in  all   India.     Thefe  three  leading  men  foon 
communicated  their  defigns  to  Mr.  Watts,  the  Englifli  refident  at  the  Dur- 
bar, or  Nabob's  court,  and  he  to  Colonel  Clive  and  the  fecret  Committee  at 
Calcutta.     The  chiefs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  about  coming  into  the 
fclieme.     Great  dexterity,  as  well   as  fecrecy,  being  neceffary  in  executing 
the  plan  for  a  revolution,  the  whole  management  thereof  was  left  to  Colo- 
nel Clive  and  to  Mr.  Watts.     To  avoid  fufpicion,  it  was  neceflary  that  Mr. 
Watts  fhould  not  be  obferved  to  have  frequent  intercourfe  with  Jaffier  j  he 
therefore  entrufted  one  Omichund,  a  Gentoo  merchant,  with  the  fecret,  and 
through  him  carried  on   his   correfpondence  wit'h  Meer  Jaffier.     Ornichund 
was  a  man  of  deep  cunning  and   infatiable  avarice ;  and   after  the  plot  was 
{o  far  advanced,  that  a  treaty  was  jufl  on  figning  with  Meer  Jaffier,  Omi- 
chund demanded  a  quarter  part  of  ail  the  Nabob's  treafure,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  64.crore,  or  80  millions  fterling.     His  final  terms  were 
30  lack  of  rupees  for  himfelf,  by  a  fpecial  article  in  the  treaty  ;'  and  he  made 
no  fcruple  to  affiire  Mr.  Watts,  that  if  his  demand  was  not  com.plied  with,  ' 
he  would  inftantly  inform  the  Nabob  of  our  fchemes,  when  every  Englifh- 
man  within  his  reach  v/ould  certainly  be  put  to  the  fevereft  death.     In  this 
dilemma,  Mr.  Watts  applied  to  Meer  Jaffier,  who  was  determined  not  to 
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accede  to  fuch  terms,  if  any  means  of  obviating  them  could  be  devifcd. 
Mr.  Watts  then  wrote  to  the  feleft  Committee,  who  feeing  the  fate  of  all 
depended  upon  temporizing  with  Omichund,  and  being  ^at  tlie  fame  time 
unwilling  to  fubmit  to  his  terms,  contrived  that  two  treaties  fhould  be  fent 
up  to  Meer  JafEer,  who  was  to  be  let  into  the  fecret.  One  treaty,  the  real 
one,  to  be  abided  by ;  the  other  fiftitious,  but  with  no  other  difference  than 
that  it  contained  the  30  lack  for  Omichund.  The  real  treaty  was  executed 
privately  with  Meer  Jaffier ;  the  fidtitious  treaty  was  executed  alfo  by  him 
in  the  prefence  of  Omichund,  who  was  thereupon  perfedly  fatisfied.  It  may 
be  neceffary  here  alfo  to  obferve,  that  this  fiftitious  treaty  was  figned  by 
Colonel  Clive  and  all  the  felect  Committee  j  Admiral  Watfon  did  not  chufc 
to  fign  it,  becaufe  he  had  figned  the  real  treaty.  A  ftricl  principle  of  de- 
licacy, which  with  him  was  fuperior  to  any  point  of  policy,  operated  too 
ftrongly  on  his  mind  to  permit  him  to  join  even  in  a  deception  of  this  na- 
ture :  however,  while  he  manifefted  no  difpleafure  againft  the  aftors,  all 
clafles  of  people,  from  their  knowledge  of  Omichund's  avarice  and  trea- 
chery, applauded  the  artifice  by  which  he  was  outwitted. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June  advice  was  received  from  Meer  JafEer  and  the  other 
confederates,  that  all  was  in  readinefs  with  them  :  the  die  was  cafl,  and  on 
the  13th  of  June  the  whole  army  marched  forwards;  and  the  Colonel  wrote 
to  the  Soubah,  the  very  day  of  his  march,  to  the  following  purport ;  That 
from  his  great  reputation  for  juftice,  and  faithful  obfervance  of  his  word,  he 
had  been  induced  to  make  peace  with  him,  and  to  pafs  over  the  lofs  of  many 
crores  of  rupees,  fuftained  by  the  Englifli  in  the  capture  of  Calcutta  j  and 
to  refl  content  with  whatever  he  in  his  juftice  and  generofity  fhould  reftore 
to  them  :  that  his  Excellency  had  not  thought  fit  to  fet  any  value  on  the 
friendfliip  of  the  Englifh,  but  had  in  every  thing  difcouraged  as  much  as 
poffible  the  Company's  bufinefs,  by  turning  their  Vacqueel  difgracefully  from 
his  prefence,  and  refufing  free  paffage  to  the  Englifh  through  his  country, 
intercepting  their  trade,  and  fearching  their  fadtory  at  ColTimbuzar,  for  am- 
munition and  warlike  ftores,  on  pretence  of  their  intending  an  attempt  on 
his  life,  in  the  time  of  profound  peace ;  threatening  them  with  war  if  they 
did  not  fubmit  to  the  fearch.  That  thefe  were  but  trifles,  however,  com- 
pared to  his  open  and  avowed  proteftion  of  the  King's  enemies,  of  which 
his  letters  to  Monf.  Buffy,  wrote  but  a  few  days  after  his  entering  into 
a   folemn    treaty  with    us,    inviting   him    to    his   country,    was    a   flagrant 
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proof:  that  his  proteftion,  and  allowance  of  ten  thoufand  rupees  per  month,  to 
Monf,  Law,  and  many  other  circumftances,  v/ere  not  only  fo  many  devia- 
tions from  the  treaty,  but  evidently  fhewed  his  Excellency's  intention  to  fall 
,  upon  the  Englifh,  as  foon  as  the  abfence  of  their  troops  and  fleet  migiit 
expofe  them  to  it :  that  the  main  article  of  the  treaty  was  infringed,  in  his 
proffering  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  fum  paid  into  the  treafury  for  the  plunder 
of  Calcutta,  and  yet  demanding  a  difcharge  for  the  whole.  The  Colonel 
complained  bitterly  of  fo  many  infults  put  upon  him,  and  reminded  the 
Soubahdar  how  different  his  own  conduft  was,  when  called  upon  to  affift 
him  againft  the  Pytans. 

He  folemnly  declared,  that  his  intentions  were,  to  have  fought  to  the  lall 
drop  of  his  blood  j  but,  feeing  his  Excellency  had  chofen  his  friends  from 
among  his  enemies,  and  had  in  every  refpecl  deviated  from  his  engagements, 
he  had  determined,  with  the  approbation  of  all  who  were  charged  with  the 
Company's  affairs,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Coffimbuzar,  and  fubmit  their 
difputes  to  the  arbitration  of  Meer  Jaffier,  Roydullub,  Jugget-feet,  and 
others  of  his  great  men ;  that  if  it  Ihould  be  found  that  he,  the  Colonel^ 
had  deviated  from  the  treaty,  he  then  fwore  ta  give  up  all  farther  claims ; 
but  that,  if  it  appeared  his  Excellency  had  broken  it,  he  fliould  demand  fa- 
tisfaftion  for  all  the  loffes  fuftained  by  the  Englifh,  and  all  the  charges  of 
their  army  and  navy ;  and  concluded  with  telling  him,  "  That  the  rains  be- 
ing near,  and  as  it  would  require  many  days  to  receive  an  anfwer,  he  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  wait  upon  him  immediately." 

Our  army  confifted  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  military  (including  one  hun- 
dred topaffes,)  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  train  (including  fifty  failors, 
with  feven  midfhipmen,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Hayter,)  two  thou- 
fand one  hundred  feapoys,  (in  all  three  thoufand  one  hundred  men)  eight  pieces 
of  cannon,  fix  pounders,  and  one  haubitzer.  The  Europeans  and  artillery  were 
embarked  in  boats,  and  the  feapoys  marched  on  to  the  northward  through 
Houghley.  The  Bridgewater  alfo  failed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Houghley,  to 
keep  that  place  in  awe,  and  to  preferve  a  communication  between  the  Colonel 
and  the  fquadron.  The  Admiral's  firft  Lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Clerke,  with  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feamen,  garrifoned  Chandernagore,  and 
the  Ihips  effeftually  fecured  Calcutta  from  any  kind  of  infult,  while  a  few  troops 
were  appointed  to  guard  the  French  prifoners. 

These  previous  meafures  being  t^ken,  the  army  marched  towards  Muxa- 
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dabad.  On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  Watts  and  other  gentlemen,  with  thirty 
foldiers  who  had  made  their  efcape  from  Coflimbuzar,  arrived  at  the  army ; 
and  on  the  i8th  Major  Coote  (lately  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Captain) 
was  fent  forward  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  Europeans,  five  hun- 
dred feapoys,  one  field-piece,  and  a  haubitzer,  to  reduce  Cutwah,  a  fort  be- 
longing to  the  Nabob,  fituated  on  the  bank  of  CofTimbuzar  river,  about 
half  a  mile  in  circumference.  As  he  was  reconnoitring  the  place,  one  of  the 
foldiers  of  the  party  fuddenly  grew  delirious;  and  while  in  the  agonies  of 
death  made  fo  great  a  noife,  as  to  difcover  to  the  enemy  where  they  were ;  on 
which  they  began  a  brifk  firing,  and  obliged  the  Major,  for  the  prefent,  to 
alter  his  pofition ;  but  he  prefently  afterwards  made  a  lodgement  on  a  large 
baftion,  and  the  next  day,  after  fome  oppofition,  the  enemy  abandoned  the 
fort,  and  left  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  of  diff^erent  calibres,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  grain  and  ammunition. 

When  the  army  was  within  two  days  march  of  Muxadabad,  Colonel  Clive 
received  fome  difagreeable  advices  from  Meer  Jaffier,  which  he  immediately 
laid  before  a  council  of  war,  fummoned  upon  the  occafion,  the  majority  of 
whofe  members  were  of  the  Colonel's  opinion,  that  he  ought  not  to  advance 
any  farther :  he  therefore  halted  where  he  was,  and  fent  an  exprefs  to  Cal- 
cutta, defiring  frefh  orders.  However,  the  fame  evening  Colonel  Clive  re- 
ceived a  fecond  mefiage  from  Meer  Jaffier,  afluring  him  of  his  due  perform- 
ance of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  but  informing  him  that  he  was 
fo  furrounded  with  fpies,  as  to  be  obliged  to  aft  with  the  greateft  caution. 
This  intelligence  foon  determined  the  Colonel  to  pufli  on ;  and  that  very 
night,  without  waiting  for  any  inftruftions  from  Calcutta,  he  gave  orders 
for  the  army  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  the  next  morning ; 
when,  leaving  a  fubaltern  officer  with  all  the  fick  at  Cutwah,  he  broke  up 
his  camp,  and  marched  towards  the  enemy,  through  water  almoft  to  the  fol- 
diers middles,  the  rainy  feafon  being  now  fet  in.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  army  crofl"ed  a  river,  and  marched  about  two  miles  farther,  to 
a  grove,  where  they  halted  till  evening  ;  about  four  the  next  morning,  the 
whole  army  reached  Plafl"ey-grove,  after  a  very  fatiguing  march,  and  through 
a  whole  night's  rain.  Advice  having  been  brought  to  the  Colonel,  on  his 
arrival  at  the  grove,  that  the  Nabob's  vanguard,  confifting  of  fix  thoufand 
men,  was  within  three  miles  of  our  army,  he  ordered  an  advance  guard  of 
two  hundred  Europeans,  and  three  hundred  feapoys,  with  two  pieces  of  can- 
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noB,  to  poft  themfelves  at  Plaffey-houfe ;  and  feveral  guards  of  feapoys,  at 
proper  diftances  from  each  other,  round  the  grove. 

At  day-break  of  the  23d,  the  Nabob's  army  was  perceived  marching  out 
of  their  lines  towards  the  grove,  which  we  were  in  poffefTion  of:  their  inten- 
tion feemed  to  be  to  furround  us.  The  Colonel  hereupon  formed  his  army ; 
the  Europeans  he  filed  off  in  four  divifions ;  the  firft  he  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Kilpatrick ;  the  fecond  under  Major  Grant;  the  third  under 
Major  Coote  ;  and  the  fourth  under  Captain  Gaupp  :  the  feapoys  were  formed 
en  the  right  and  left.  Plafley-grove  is  furrounded  by  a  banic;  our  army's 
left  flank  was  covered  by  Plafley-houfe,  and  the  river  and  the  right  flank  by 
the  grove. 

The  enemy's  army  kept  marching  towards  ours  in  deep  columns,  fup- 
ported  by  a  large  train  of  artillery,  confifting  of  fifty-three  pieces  of  can- 
non, chiefly  of  eighteen,  twenty-four,  and  thirty-two  pounders.  Their  ma- 
noeuvres, upon  this  occafion,  diff^ered  materially  from  thofe  they  had  been 
accuftomed  to  ;  for,  inftead  of  polling  their  artillery  all  together,  as  was  their 
ufual  pradlice,  they  difpofed  them  between  the  divifions  of  their  troops,  and 
had  not  above  two  or  three  pieces  of  cannon  on  a  fpot ;  fo  that  an  attack 
upon  any  one  part  of  their  artillery  could  not  have  been  decifive.  In  this 
order  they  continued  marching  as  far  as  the  river  would  permit ;  but  as  foon 
as  their  rear  was  out  of  the  camp,  failing  in  their  plan  to  furround  us,  they 
halted ;  and  a  body  of  about  fifty  French,  advancing  in  front  of  a  large  de- 
tachment of  their  army,  commanded  by  Meer  Modun,  one  of  their  princi- 
pal generals,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  lodged  themfelves  within  the  banks 
of  a  tank  (or  pond  of  water)  difl:ant  from  us  about  fix  hundred  yards,  aad 
began  a  'oriflc  cannonade. 

Our  little  army  was  at  firfl;  drawn  up  without  the  bank  which  furrounded 
the  grove,  but  foon  found  fuch  a  fliower  of  balls  pouring  upon  them  from 
the  enemy's  cannon,  that  tlie  Colonel  thought  proper  they  fliould  retire  un- 
der cover  of  the  bank,  leaving  two  field-pieces  without,  while  the  other 
four  were  kept  playing  through  the  breaches  in  the  bank.  Our  left  wing 
was  ftill  covered  by  PlaflTey-houfe,  which  was  about  fifty  yards  difl:ant,  and 
clofe  to  the  river-fide. 

In  this  fituation  both  armies  remained  till  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  a 
heavy  Ihower  of  rain  falling,  the  enemy's  horfe  advanced,  as  if  to  take  ad- 
Tfantage  of  it ;  but  when  they  found  that  our  field-pieces  continued  firing, 
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rotwithftanding  the  rain,  their  ardour  was  checked.  The  rain  ceafing,  the 
cannonading  continued  till  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  retired 
without  confufion  to  their  old  camp,  their  artillery  marching  firfl.  And  now 
a  large  corps  on  the  left  of  our  troops  was  feen  moving,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  their  aim  was  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the 
village  to  the  left,  againft  us,  or  whether  they  were  friends,  and  wanted  to 
join  our  army,  but  they  proved  afterwards  to  be  friends  under  Meer  Jaffier's 
command ;  however,  as  no  fignal  had  been  agreed  on  (owing  to  the  mifcar- 
riage  of  a  meflenger,  which  he  had  difpatched  to  the  Colonel  in  the  morning) 
they  were  kept  at  a  diftance  by  our  field-pieces.  After  this  retreat  of 
the  enemy.  Colonel  Clive,  leaving  orders  with  Major  Kilpatrick  to  fend  him 
notice  if  the  Nabob  fliould  make  any  new  motions,  went  into  PlaflTey-houfe- 
to  put  on  dry  cloaths,  and  confider  whether,  notwithftanding  the  fatigue 
which  his  troops  had  already  undergone,  he  fhould  attack  the  Nabob's  camp,. 
or  defer  it  till  night. 

During  this  interval,  information  was  brought  to  the  Colonel,  that  a  de- 
tachment of  our  army,  with  fome  field-pieces,  was  marching  towards  the  be- 
fore-mentioned tank  and  eminence,  at  about  the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  yards^^ 
which  had  been  pofl^efled  by  the  French,  but  who  abandoned  it  when  the  army 
of  Surajah  Dowla  retired  to  their  camp.  Colonel  Clive  exprefled  his  furprize 
that  fuch  a  ftep  fhould  have  been  taken  without  his  orders,  and  imm.ediately 
haftened  after  the  detachment,  which  he  reached  nearly  at  the  fame  time  it 
arrived  at  the  tank.  He  now  found  that  this  detachment  was  commanded  by 
Major  Kilpatrick  ;  whom  he  at  firft  ordered  under  arreft,  but  was  pacified  by^ 
the  Major's  making  him  an  apology. 

The  Colonel  then  ordered  Major  Kilpatrick  back  to  the  grove,  and  took, 
the  command  of  the  detachment  himfelf,  refolving,  fince  fuch  a  ftep  had  been 
taken,  not  to  make  any  retreat,  but  rather  to  bring  on  a  fecond  aftion,  and 
make  it  decifive.  He  therefore  ordered  a  reinforcement  from  the  main  body 
in  the  grove;  upon  which  Major  Coote,  with  his  detachment,  joined  the 
Colonel.  The  Colonel  then  fent  the  King's  grenadiers,  and  a  grenadier  com- 
pany of  feapoys,  to  lodge  themfelves  behind  a  bank  that  was  clofe  upon  the 
enemy's  lines ;  from  whence  they  kept  a  continual  fire  with  their  fmall  arms,, 
as  did  the  detachment  at  the  tank,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  pufhed^out  towards  our 
feveral  little  bodies  of  troops,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  their  heavy  artillery 
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to  bear;  but  they  met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  and  lofl  fo  many  draughts- 
oxen  and  drivers,  that  they  failed  in  their  attempt.  When  the  infantry  and 
cavahy  had  faced  our  troops  for  fome  time,  and  flood  a  very  fmart  cannonad- 
ing, in  which  they  loft  a  great  number  of  men  and  horfes,  it  was  obferved 
they  were  in  fome  confufion,  and  that  their  elephants  grew  very  unruly. 
The  Colonel  took  immediate  advantage  of  this  critical  moment,  and  fent  or- 
ders to  Major  Coote  to  attack  a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot  upon  a  rifing 
ground,  at  about  the  diftance  of  150  yards,  and  ordered  another  officer  at  the 
fame  time  to  ftorm  the  angle  of  the  camp.  Both  thefe  attempts  fucceeded  ; 
the  enemy  made  but  a  faint  refiftance;  Major  Coote  marched  into  their  lines, 
and  a  general  route  enfued.  The  aflailants  purfued  till  it  was  dark,  and  then 
halted  at  Doudpore,  a  place  about  fix  miles  diftance  from  the  field  of  battle, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  army  from  Plafley-grove,  under  Major 
Kilpatrick,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  route,  received  orders  from 
the  Colonel  to  march.  The  Nabob's  army  was  computed  to  confift  of  twenty 
thoufand  horfe,  and  forty  thoufand  foot.  Our  lofs  was  very  inconfiderable ; 
but  he  had  about  five  hundred  men  killed,  among  whom  was  Meer  Modun, 
whofe  death  was  the  occafion  of  the  confufion  juft  mentioned.  Their  fifty- 
three  pieces  of  cannon,  of  eighteen,  twenty-four,  and  thirty-two  pounders, 
fell  into  our  hands,  with  their  camp,  baggage,  and  elephants. 

While  our  army  was  puriliing,  a  large  body  of  horfe  was  obferved  on  our 
right ;  after  firing  a  few  fliot  at  them,  a  meflenger  arrived  with  a  letter  from 
Meer  Jaffier  to  the  Colonel,  acquainting  him,  that  the  corps  was  under  his 
command,  and  requefting  an  interview  that  night  or  the  next  morning.  Ac- 
cordingly the  next  day  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Colonel;  when,  after 
congratulating  him  on  his  viftory,  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  perform  th6 
articles  between  them.  The  Colonel  faluted  him  as  Soubah  of  Bengal,  Ba- 
har,  and  OrifTa,  and  advifed  him  to  advance  immediately  to  Muxadabad, 
after  Surajah  Dowla,  promifing  that  he  would  follow  to  fupport  him  with  his 
whole  force.  Surajah  Dowla  reached  his  capital,  which  was  twenty  miles 
diftant  from  the  field  of  battle,  a  few  hours  after  his  defeat ;  and  the  next 
evening,  not  knowing  whom  to  truft,  or  what  to  do,  abandoning  himfelf  to 
his  fears,  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  Faquier,  and,  with  one  or  two 
attendants,  attempted  to  make  his  cfcape.  Meer  Jaffier  immediately  entered 
the  palace,  where  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion ;  but  prefently  Meffi-s.  Watts 
and  Wallh  arrived  from  the  Colonel,  to  pacify  the  inliabitants,  and  aflure 
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them  of  prote<5tIon  :  and  on  the  27th  of  June,  Colonel  Clive  nnade  his  public 
entry  into  Muxadabad.  Meer  Jaffier  vifited  the  Colonel  the  next  day ;  and 
the  29th  Colonel  Clive  went  to  the  palace,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  Rajahs 
and  grandees  of  the  Court,  he  folemnly  handed  him  to  the  IVIufnud,  or  carper, 
and  throne  of  flate,  where  he  was  unanimoudy  faluted  Soubah,  or  Nabob, 
and  received  the  fubmiffion  of  all  prefent.  The  remaining  part  of  the  month 
was  fpent  in  fettling  many  important  matters,  confequent  to  fuch  an  amazing 
revolution. 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  new  Nabob  fent  prefents,  after  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  Eafl  in  general,  to  the  Admiral,  confifting  of  an  elephant, 
two  fine  horfes,  a  rich  Moorifh  drefs  of  gold,  with  turbans  and  fafhes ;  and  a 
rofe  and  plume  compofed  of  diamonds,  rubies,  fapphires,  and  emeralds.  Admi- 
ral Pocock  was  alfo  complimented  with  a  prefent  of  the  fame  kind.  Admiral 
Watfon  received  the  Ambafladors,  on  this  occafion,  with  marks  of  great 
refpeft;  he  made  prefents  of  fine  cloth  and  velvet  to  each  in  return  ;  drefled 
his  fhips,  difplaying  as  many  flags,  of  different  nations,  as  could  be  difpofed 
of  on  the  yards,  mafts,  and  rigging  of  the  fhips,  faluted  them  with  his  can- 
non, and  wrote  the  following  congratulatory  letter  to  the  Nabob  : 


Admiral  Charles  Watfon^  Commander  of  the  fleet  belonging  to  the  moft  pidjfant 
King  of  Great  Britain,  irrejijlihle  in  battle,  to  the  Nabob  Shujah  Al  Muluk 
Hajfam  O'Dowlah  Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Alt  Khan  Bahadar  Mahahtit 
Jung. 

"  IVI^^^''^  JAFFIER  BEG,  whom  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  depute 
to  me,  has  delivered  me  your  letter,  and  other  marks  of  friendlhip, 
with  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  favour  me.  He  has  alfo  fatisfied  my 
defire,  in  giving  me  an  ample  account  of  your  health  and  profperity.  But 
what  pleafes  me  beyond  expreffion,  is,  to  hear  that  all  men  rejoice  in  them  i 
and,  while  they  acknowledge  you  are  worthy  of  them,  pray  for  their  continu- 
ance. This  is  a  fatisfaftion  your  predecefibr  never  knew  j  and  which,  while 
it  gives  the  moft  fublime  pleafure  to  a  mind  generous  like  your's,  promifes 
happinefs  to  yourfelf,  and  a  quiet  lucceflion  to  your  fon. 

"  How 
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"  How  much  I  and  all  my  countrymen  wifli  it,  can  only  be  known  by  the 
benefits  you  have  conferred  on  us  j  the  extent  of  which  can  alone  be  mea- 
fured  by  your  generofity,  and  our  gratitude.  May  day  by  day  make  known 
the  latter,  to  your  content  and  our  honour !" 


The  conduit  of  the  fervants  of  our  Eaft  India  Company  becoming  the  fubjeft 
of  public  enquiry,  the  information  given  by  Lord  Clive,  of  what  pafled 
from  the  time  of  his  going  with  Admiral  Watfon  to  retake  Calcutta,  to 
the  placing  Meer  Jaffier  in  the  government,  is  as  follows : 

Lord  Clive  s  Account  of  the  retaking  of  Calcutta,  and  of  the  terms  agreed 
on  for  a  revolution,  &c.  given  to  the  Cotnmittee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  ijjz. 

REPORT    OF   THE   COMMITTEE. 

THE  Right  Honourable  Lord  Clive,  being  defired  to  relate  what  he  knew 
of  the  tranfadion  of  the  above  period,  faid.  That  when  he  returned  to 
England  in  1755,  the  firft  time,  the  Court  of  Direftors  folicited  him  to  go 
-out  again.  They  obtained  for  him  his  Majefty's  commilTion  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  appointed  him  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  and  to 
fucceed  to  the  government  of  Madrafs.  But  before  he  went  to  his  government, 
they  wiflied  him  to  undertake  an  expedition  of  great  importance,  provided 
Colonel  Scott  (who  had  been  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land) did  not  chufe  to  undertake  the  expedition  himfelf. — The  intent  of  the 
.expedition  was,  to  join  the  Mharattas  at  Bombay,  and,  in  conjundtion  with 
them,  to  attack  the  French  in  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan  ;  for  which  he  carried 
out  three  companies  of  the  King's  artillery,  and  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
King's  troops.  That  when  he  arrived  at  Bombay,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1756,  there  was  a  truce  between  the  two  nations,  and  Colonel  Scott  was 
dead.- — He  found  there  Admiral  Watfon  and  Sir  George  Pocock,  with  his 
Iquadron. — It  was  thought  advifeable  that  thefe  troops  fhould  not  lie  idle, 
and  that  there  was  a  fair  opportunity  of  taking  Ghereah,  a  ftrong  fort  pof- 
felTed  by  an  Eaftern  Prince  (Angria)  and  who,  upon  all  occafions,  very  much 
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diftrefled  the  Company.     That  he  commanded  the  land  troops  on  that  expe- 
dition, and  Mr.  Watfon  commanded  .by  fea.    The  enterprize  fucceeded,  and  the 
prize-money  amounted  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  That  although 
he  commanded  the  land  forces,  by  virtue  of  his  rank  he  fhared  only  as  a  Captain 
of  a  man  of  war.    Admiral  Watfon  thought  his  cafe  fo  hard,  that  he  very  genc- 
roufly  offered  to  make  his  fhare  equal  to  Sir  George  Pocock's.  He  thought  him- 
felf  as  much  obliged  to  him  for  the  offer,  as  if  he  had  accepted  it,  but  he  declined 
the  offer.     That  after  that,  he  went  to  his  deputy  government  at  Fort  Saiac 
David,  about  April  1756;  that  in  Auguft  1756  he  was  called  from  thence  to 
Madrafs,  on  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Calcutta.     It  was  long  debated  by 
the  council  what  force  fhould  be  fent  to  retake  Calcutta,  and  who  fhould  com- 
mand it.     It  was  decided  in  his  favour,  and  the  wifh  of  every  officer,  that  he 
fhould  go  upon  that  expedition.     In  the  beginning  of  06lober  the  troops 
were  ready,  and  there  were  received  on  board  Admiral  Watfon's  fquadron, 
and  other  tranfports,  about  feven  hundred  Europeans  belonging  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  twelve  hundred  feapoys  :  there  was  likewife  a  detachment  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  of  Abercron's  regiment,  to  ferve  as  marines.     That  they 
embarked  about  the  15th  of  Odober;  and  after  they  had  been  fome  time  ac 
fea,  a  council  was  held  on  board  Admiral  Watfon's  Ihip,  to  fettle  the  diftri- 
bution  of  prize-money,  and  it  was  propofed  it  fhould   be  fettled  upon  tJie 
fame  plan  it  was  at  Ghereah.     That  he  objedted  to  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
bore  too  hat'd  upon  the  military,  and  would  not  confent  to  a  divifion  of  prize- 
money,  upon  any  other  divifion  than  of  two  equal  parts,  that  one  half  fiiould 
go  to  the  military,  and  the  other  to  the  navy.     This  was  agreed  to ;  and  they 
arrived  at  Ballafore-road  early  in  December ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  fqua-' 
dron  (hould  go  up  the  river  to  Calcutta:  and  he  looks  upon  that  attempt  ta 
be  as  daring  and  meritorious  an  attempt  as  ever  was  made  in  his  Majefty's 
fea-fervice.     That  when  the  fquadron  came  within  a  few  miles  of  Calcutta,  he 
defired  Admiral  Watfon  would  give  orders  for  Landing  the  Company's  troops ; 
accordingly  they  were  landed ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  fhips  went  by  water,  the 
troops  went  by  land.     The  garrifon  of  Calcutta,  upon  the  approach  of  the 
fhips,  and  of  the  land  forces,  abandoned  the  fort,  after  a  few  Ihot  fired  by  the. 
fquadron,  and  a  few  returned  by  the  fort.     That  when  he  entered  the  fort  at 
the  head  of  the  Company's  troops,  Captain  Coote  prefented  him  a  commiflion 
from  Admiral  Watfon,  appointing  him  the  Governor  of  the  fort.     That  he 
denied  any  authority  Admiral  Watfon  had  to  appoint  an  inferior  officer  in  the 
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King's  fervice  Governor  of  the  fort,  and  told  Captain  Coote,  if  he  difobeyed 
his  orders,  he  would  put  him  under  arreft.     Captain  Coote  obeyed,  and  de- 
fired  leave  to  acquaint  Admiral  Watfon  with  thefe  particulars  j  upon  which 
Admiral  Watfon  fent  Captain  Speke  to  him,  to  know  by  what  authority  he 
took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  that  fort ;  he  anfwered,  by  the  authority 
of  his  Majefty's  commiflion  as  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  being  commander  in 
chief  »f  the  land  forces.    Captain  Speke  went  on  board  with  that  meflage :  he 
returned,  and  brought  for  anfwer,  that  if  he  did  not  abandon  the  fort,  he 
ihould  be  fired  out.     In  anfwer,  he  faid  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  confe- 
quences,  but  that  he  would  not  abandon  the  fort ;  upon  which  Captain  La- 
tham was  fent ;  and  when  the  matter  was  talked  over  coolly,  it  was  foon^  fet- 
tled, for  he  told  Captain  Speke  and  Captain  Latham  repeatedly,  that  if  Ad- 
miral Watfon  would  come  and  command  himfelf,  he  had  no  manner  of  objec- 
tion.    That  Admiral  Watfon  did  come  on  fhore  :  he  delivered  the  keys  of 
the  garrifon  into  his  hands,  and  he  delivered  them  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Calcutta.     His  Lordlhip  further  faid.  That  he  was  fent  from  Madrafs 
with  a  power  independent  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Calcutta ;  he  coni- 
manded  in  Bengal  as  the  King's  officer  and  the  Company's  both ;  the  King's 
troops,  when  on  Ihore,  were  under  him :  he  was  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Company's  forces  in  Bengal,  by  a  commiffion  from  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Madrafs,  on  his  fetting  out  on  that  expedition.     The  Governor  and 
Council  of  Madrafs  looked  on  the  government  of  Bengal  as  annihilated  :  they 
thought,  if  he  had  not  the  independent  command,  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Bengal  would  retain  the  troops,  which  they  thougjit  necefTary  Ihould  re- 
turn to  Madrafs.     He  took  the  command  as  a  military  officer  :  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Calcutta  put  their  troops  under  his  orders. 

That  when  he  came  to  examine  into  the  fbate  of  the  fort,  he  found  it  was 
not  defenfible;  it  had  no  ditch;  the  baftions  did  not  deferve  the  name  of  baf- 
tions;  the  fort  was  furrounded  by  houfes,  within  forty  yards  of  the  walls,  which- 
commanded  the  fortifications.  That  he  fuggefted  to  the  Governor  and  CounciP 
the  neceffity  of  deflroying  them,  and  making  a  ditch  round  the  fort,  withouf 
delay.  That  he  was  convinced  that  a  defenfive  war  would  prove  deftruc^ive.. 
He  defired  Admiral  Watfon  would  land  the  King's  troops,  to  reinforce  thofe- 
of  the  Company.  Great  part  of  the  forces  that  went  out  from  Madrafs,  upon- 
this  expedition,  were  not  arrived.  The'  Admiral  landed  the  King's  forces,, 
amounting  to  two  hundr«d  and  fifty  menj  and  thofe,  added  to  the  Com- 
pany's,, 
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"pany'Sj  might  make  {tven  hundred  Europeans,  and  twelve  hundred  feapoys. 
That  with  thefc  troops  they  took  the  field  at  about  four  miles  from  Calcutta, 
and  encamped  in  a  ftrong  fituation,  and  entrenched  thcmfelves,  in  expedatioa 
of  Surajah  Dowla  and  his  army,  who  were  upon  their  march  to  Calcutta. 
Surajah  Dowla  in  a  few  days  arrived;  pafled  within  about  half  a  mile  of  their 
camp,  and  encamped  his  army  at  the  back  of  Calcutta.  At  the  fame  time 
that  he  was  marching  to  this  ground,  he  made  offers  of  treaty,  and  intimated 
to  him  by  .letters,  that  he  wifhed  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Eall  India 
Company.  He  encamped,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  the  back  of 
Calcutta.  By  this  time,  the  terror  of  his  march  had  frightened  away  all  the 
natives,  and  his  Lordfhip  faw,  if  fomething  was  not  done,  the  fquadron  and 
land  forces  would  fcon  be  ftarved  out  of  the  country.  That  he  fent  Mr. 
Wallh  and  Mr.  Scrafton  to  the  Nabob,  about  feven  that  evening;  they  returned 
about  eleven,  and  affured  him,  they  thought  the  Nabob  was  not  fincere  in 
his  intentions  for  peace,  and  that  he  meant  treachery.  That  he  went  imme- 
diately on  board  Admiral  Watfon's  fhip,  and  reprefented  to  him  the  neceflity 
of  attacking  the  Nabob  without  delay ;  and  defired  the  afliRance  of  four  or 
five  hundred  failors  to  carry  the  ammunition;  which  he  aflented  to.  The  fai- 
lors  were  landed  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning;  about  two  the  troops 
were  under  arms,  and  about  four  they  marched  to  the  attack  of  the  Nabob's 
camp.  It  was  his  intentions  to  have  feized  his  cannon,  and  attacked  his  head- 
quarters ;  but  when  day-light  appeared,  there  rofe  £0  thick  a  fog,  that  it  was 
impofllble  for  the  army  to  fee  three  yards  before  them,  which  continued  till 
we  had  marched  through  the  whole  army.  He  cannot  afcertain  the  lofs  the 
enemy  lufFered,  but  it  was  reported  very  confiderable  :  our  lofs  amounted  to 
about  an  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  That  they  continued  their 
march  to  the  fort,  where  the  troops  were  allowed  an  hour  to  reft,  and  ordered  back 
to  camp.  In  the  evening  Surajah  Dowla  and  his  army  got  to  about  eight  or  ten 
miles  from  them;  he  fent  a  letter  to  him  and  Admiral  Watfon,  that  he  defired 
to  treat  with  them;  upon  which  it  was  agreed  to  receive  his  propofals  without 
delay ;  and  a  treaty  was  concluded,  which  is  upon  the  Company's  records. 
The  reafon  that  it  was  not  more  advantageous  than  it  was,  was  that  they  had 
juft  received  advice  of  a  war  with  France,  and  the  French  had  within  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Chandernagore  almoft  as  many  Europeans  as  they  had  in  the  field; 
and  if  they  had  joined  Surajah  Dowla  before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  they 
mull  have  been  undone;  for  there  wanted  only  fome  intel.igent  perfon  to  advife 
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him  not  to  fight  at  all,  and  they  fhould  have  been  ruined.     While  this  treaty 
was  carrying  on,  the  French  fent  a  deputation  to  propofe  a  neutrality;  it  be- 
ino-  long  debated  whether  a  neutrality  fhould  be  accepted  of,  Surajah  Dowla 
forbid  the  Englilh  to  attack  the  French,  and  declared,  if  they  did,  he  would 
become  their  enemy.    That  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  would  become  their  enemy 
the  firft  opportunity  that  offered ;  and  that  he  meant,  by  their  afllftance,  to 
drive  them  out  of  Bengal.     He  fupplied  them  with  money  publicly,  and  fent 
fifteen  hundred  men  to  be  ready  to  give  them  their  afliltance.     During  this 
-time,  a  reinforcement  of  troops  was  received  from  Bombay ;  and  it  was  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  Committee,  whether  they  fhould  undertake  the  at- 
tack of  Chandernagore,  at  the  rifk  of  difpleafing  the  Nabob,  and  having  hrs 
array  to  encounter.     That  the  members  of  this  Committee  were  Mr,  Drake, 
himfelf.  Major  Kilpatrick,  and  Mr.  Becher.     Mr.  Becher  gave  his  opinion  for 
a  neutrality.  Major  iCilpatrick  for  a  neutrality,  his  Lordfhip  gave  his  opinion 
for  the  attack  of  the  place ;  Mr.  Drake  gave  an  opinion  that  nobody  could 
make  any  thing  of.     Major  Kilpatrick  then  afked  him.  Whether  he  thought 
the  forces  and  fquadron  could  attack  Chandernagore  and  the  Nabob's  army  at 
the  fame  time?  He  faid,  he  thought  they  could;  upon  which  Major  Kilpa- 
trick defired  to  withdraw  his  opinion,  and  to  be  of  his  Lordfhip's.     They 
voted  Mr.  Drake's  no  opinion  at  all ;  and  Major  Kilpatrick  and  he  being  the 
tnajority,  a  letter  was  wrote  to  Admiral  Watfon,  defiring  him  to  co-operate 
tn  the  attack  on  Chandernagore.     The  land  forces  marched  firft,  and  befet  the 
place,  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  outworks,  and  eredted  two  batteries, 
one  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  yards  from  the  walls,  of  fix  32  pounders,  and 
another  of  three  32  pounders,  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  walls. 
By  this  time  the  fquadron  came  up  the  river.     That  they  furmounted  difficul- 
ties,' which  he  believed  no  other  fhips  could  have  done ;  and  it  is  impoffible 
■for  him  to  do  the  officers  of  the  fquadron  juftice  upon  that  occafion..     The 
place  furrendered  to  them,  and  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  taken  by  them ;  but 
his  Lordlhip  does  believe  that  the  place  would  have  been  taken  by  the  army, 
if  the  fquadron  had  not  come  up :  it  muft  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  but 
not  fo  foon.     And  he  muft  fay,  that  he  thinks,  if  the  land  forces  and  feapoys 
could  have  been  landed  in  Calcutta,  every  event  which  has  happened,  would 
have  happened  without  the  affiftance  of  the  fleet.     That  after  Chandernagore 
was  refolved  to  be  attacked,  he  repeatedly  faid  to  the  Committee,  as  well  as 
toothers,  that  they  could  not  ftop  there,  but  moft  go  further:  that  having 
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rftablifhed  themfelves  by  force,  and  not  by  confent  of  the  Nabob,  he  would 
endeavour  by  force  to  drive  them  out  again.  That  they  had  numberlefs^ 
proofs  of  his  intention ;  and  hFs  Lordfliip  faid,  he  did  fuggeft  to  Admiral 
WatTon  and  Sir  George  Pococlc,  as  well  as  to  the  Committee,  the  neceffity 
of  a  revolution.  Mr.  Watfon  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  agreed 
upon  the  neceffity  of  it  j  and  the  management  of  that  revolution  was,  with 
confent  of  the  Committee,  left  to  Mr.  Watts  and  him.  Mr.  Watts  was  re- 
fident  at  Muxadabad  :  he  correfponded  with  him  in  cypher,  and  his  Lord- 
fliip fent  the  intelligence  to  the  Governor  and  Committee  ;  and  Mr.  Watfon 
was  always  confuked,  but  declined  being  a  member  of  that  Committee. 
Great  diflatisfaftion  arifing  among  Surajah  Dowla's  troops,  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity offered,  and  Meer  Jaffier  was  pitched  upon  to  be  the  perfon  to  place 
in  the  room  of  Surajah  Dowla.  In  confequence  o(  which  a  treaty  was  formed, 
which,  amongft  others,  confifted  of  the  following  articles :  That  one  millioa 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fliould  be  given  to  the  Company ;  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  European  fufferers  j  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  navy  and  army;  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  to  the  natives  of 
the  country ;  and  about  one  hundred  thoufand  to  the  Armenians.  When  this 
was  fettled,  his  Lordfliip  remembers  that  Mr.  Becher  fuggefted  to  the  Commit- 
tee, that  he  thought  that  Committee,  who  managed  the  great  machine  of  go- 
vernment, was  intitled  to  fome  confideration,  as  well  as  the  navy  and  army. 
In  confequence  of  which,  Mr.  Watts  was  wrote  to  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  but  what 
that  confideration  was,  he  never  knew  till  after  the  battle  of  Plafl'ey ;  and 
when  he  was  informed  of  it  by  Mr.  Watts,  he  thought  it  too  much,  and  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Council  fliould  have  a  fliare  in  it :  the  fums  received  were,  he 
believed,  as  Mr.  Becher  had  fl:ated.  Upon  this  being  known,  Mr.  V/atfon 
applied,  that  he  was  intitled  to  a  fliare  in  that  money.  He  agreed  in  opinion 
with  the  gentlemen,  when  this  application  was  made,  that  Mr.  Watfon  was 
not  one  of  the  Committee ;  but  at  the  fame  time  did  juftice  to  his  fervices, 
and  propofed  to  the  gentlemen,  to  contribute  as  much  as  would  make  his 
fliare  equal  to  the  Governor's  and  his  own.  About  three  or  four  confented 
to  it,  but  the  refl:  would  not.  His  Lordfliip  obferved,  that  at  that  time 
there  were  no  covenants  exiflring;  the  Company's  fervants  were  at  liberty  to 
receive  prefents ;  they  always  had  received  prefents ;  and  his  idea  of  prefents 
is  as  follows :  When  prefents  are  received  as  the  price  of  fervices  to  the  nation, 
to  the  Company,  and  to  that  Prince  who  beftowed  thofe  prefents ;  when  they 
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are  not  exafted  from  him  by  compulfion ;  when  he  is  in  a  ftate  of  indepen- 
dence, and  can  do  with  his  money  what  he  pleafes ;  and  when  they  are  not  re- 
ceived to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Company  ;  he  holds  prefents  fo  received  not 
diflionourable.  But  when  they  are  received  from  a  dependent  Prince ;  when 
they  are  received  for  no  fervices  whatever ;  and  when  they  are  received  not 
voluntarily,  he  holds  the  receipt  of  fuch  prefents  diflionourable.  He  never 
made  the  lead  fecret  of  the  prefents  he  had  received,  he  acquainted  the  Court 
of  Direftors  with  it ;  and  they,  who  are  his  matters,  and  were  the  only  perfons 
who  had  a  right  to  objeft  to  his  receiving  thofe  prefents,  approved  of  it. 

Every  thing  being  agreed  on  between  Meer  Jaffier  and  the  fecret  Commit- 
tee, we  marched  the  army  to  meet  the  Nabob,  whom  we  entirely  defeated. 
His  death  followed  foon  after,  and  Meer  Jaffier  was,  in  a  few  days,  in  pof- 
fcffion  of  the  government,  and  of  a  revenue  of  three  millions  and  a  half  fter- 
ling  per  annum.  The  one  half  of  the  fecret  Committee  being  then  prefent  at 
the  capital,  and  a  report  made  by  the  Nabob's  minifters  of  the  ftate  of  the 
treafury,  it  was  fettled,  that  half  the  fum  ftipulated  by  treaty  Ihould  be  paid 
in  three  months,  and  the  other  half  in  three  years,  all  conditionally,  tliat  we 
fupport  him  in  the  government.  The  Nabob  then,  agreeable  to  the  known 
and  ufual  cuftom  of  Eaftera  Princes,  made  prefents,  both  to  thofe  of  his  own 
court,  and  fuch  of  the  Englifli,  who  by  their  rank  and  abilities  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  the  happy  fuccels  of  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize,  fuitabk  to  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  a  great  Prince. — I  was  one  amongft  the  many  who  be- 
nefited by  his  favour.  I  never  fought  to  conceal  it ;  but  declared  publicly  in 
my  letters  to  the  fecret  Committee  of  the  India  Diredlors,  that  the  Nabob's 
generofity  had  made  my  fortune  eafy,  and  that  the  Company's  welfare  was 
now  my  only  motive  for  ftaying  in  India.  The  Company  had  acquired  a 
million  and  a  half  fterling,  and  a  revenue  of  near  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  from  the  fuccefs  of  their  forces  under  my  command,  when  ample 
reftoration  had  been  made  to  thofe  wliofe  fortunes  fuffered  by  the  calamity  of 
Calcutta.  It  is  well  known  to  every  gentleman  In  Bengal,  that  the  honour 
of  my  country,  and  the  incereft  of  the  Company,  were  the  principles  that 
governed  all  my  aftions ;  and  that,  had  I  only  taken  the  advantageous  op- 
portunities that  prefented  themfelves,  by  my  being  commander  in  chief,  and 
at  the  head  of  a  viftorious  army ;  and  what  by  the  cuftom  of  that  country  I 
was  intitled  to,  thejaghire  itfelf,  great  as  it  is,  would  have  been  an  obje6t- 
icarce  worth  my  confideration. 
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The  city  of  Muxadabad  is  as  extenfive,  populous,  and  rich,  as  the  city 
of  London,  with  this  difference,  that  there  are  individuals  in  the  firft,  pof- 
feffing  infinitely  greater  property  than  any  in  the  laft  city  j  thele,  as  well  as 
other  men  of  property,  made  me  the  greateft  offers  (which  neverthelefs  are 
ufual  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  what  they  expedled  would  have  been  required)' 
and  had  I  accepted  thefe  offsets,  I  might  have  been  in  poiTcffion  of  millions, 
which  the  prefent  court  of  Diredlors  could  not  have  difpoffefled  me  of;  but^ 
preferring  the  reputation  of  the  Englifh  nation,  the  intereft  of  the  Nabob,, 
and  the  advantage  of  the  Company,  to  all  pecuniary  confiderations,  I  refufed 
all  offers  that  were  made  me,  not  only  then  but  to  the  laft  hour  of  my  con?- 
tinuance  in  the  Company's  fervice  in  BengaL 


Lord  dive's  account  of  the  fi5litious  treaty  with  Omichund,  for  his  affifiance  in 
bringing  about  the  revolution  in  favour  of  Meer  Jaffier. 

LORD  CLIVE  informed  the  Committee,  that  when  Mr.  Watts  had 
nearly  accompliftied  the  means  of  carrying  that  revolution  into  execu- 
tion, he  acquainted  him  by  letter,  that  a  frefh  difficulty  had  ftarted ;  that 
Omichund  had  infifted  upon  three  per  cent,  on  all  tlie  Nabob's  treafures,  and 
thirty  lacks  in  money,  and  threatened,  if  he  did  not  comply  with  that  de- 
mand, he  would  immediately  acquaint  Surajah  Dowla  with  what  was  going, 
on,  and  Mr.  Watts  fliould  be  put  to  death. — That  when  he  received  this, 
advice,  he  thought  art  and  policy  warrantable  ia  defeating  the  purpofes  oF 
fuch  a  villain,  and  that  his  Lordffiip  himfelf  formed  the  plan  of  the  fiftitious. 
treaty,  to  which  the  Committee  confented :  it  was  fent  to  Admiral  Watfon,. 
who  objedled  to  the  figning  of  it ;  but,  to  the  befl:  of  his  remembrance,  gave 
the  gentleman  who  carried  it  (Mr.  Luffiington)  Leave  to  fign  his  name  upon; 
it; — That  his  Lordfhip  never  made  any  fecret  of  it;  he  thinks  it  warrant- 
able in  fuch  a  cafe,  and  would  do  it  again  a  hundred  times ;  he  had  no  in- 
terefted  motive  in  doing  it,  and  did  it  with  a  defign  of  difappointing  the. 
expedtations  of  a  rapacious  man ; — That  Omichund  was  em.ployed  only  as. 
an  agent  to  Mr.  Watts,  as  having  mofl:  knowledge  of  Surajah  Dowla's  court, 
and  had  commiffion  to  deal  with  three  or  four  more  of  the  court ;  and  did 
not  believe  that  Omichund  was  perfonally  known  to  Mter  Jaffier  but  througb 
Mr.  Watts.. 
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When  the  army  marched,  Meer  JafEer  had  promifed  that  he  and  his  Con 
would  join  them  with  a  large  force  at  Cutwa  : — when  they  arrived  there, 
they  faw  no  appearance  offeree  to  join  them  ;  but  received  letters  from  Meer 
Jaffier,  informing  him,  that  the  Nabob  had  fufpefted  his  defigns,  and  made 
him  fwear  on  the  Koran,  that  he  would  not  aft  againft  him ;  and  therefore 
he  could  not  give  that  promifed  affiftance  ;  but  that  when  they  met  Surajah 
Dowla  in  the  field,  he  would  then  adl :  at  the  fame  rime  Omichund  received 
two  or  three  letters  from  the  Nabob's  camp,  that  the  afFair  was  difcovered, 
and  that  Meer  Jaffier  and  the  Nabob  were  one  : — that  his  Lordfhip  was  much 
puzzled,  for  he  thought  it  extremely  hazardous  to  pafs  a  river  which  is  only 
fordable  in  one  place,  march  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  \ip  the  country, 
and  rifk  a  battle,  when,  if  a  defeat  enfued,  not  one  man  would  have  returned 
to  tell  it.  In  this  fituation  he  called  a  council  of  war;  and  the  queftion  he 
put  was.  Whether  they  fhould  crofs  the  river  and  attack  Surajah  Dowla  with 
their  own  forces  alone,  or  wait  for  further  intelligence  ?  Every  member  gave 
their  opinion  againft  the  attack,  till  they  had  received  further  intelligence, 
except  Captains  Coote  and  Grant.  His  Lordfliip  obferved,  this  was  the  only 
council  of  war  that  ever  he  held,  and,  if  he  had  abided  by  that  council,  it 
would  have  been  the  ruin  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  After  about  twenty- 
four  hours  mature  confideration,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  took  upon  himfelf  to 
break  through  the  opinion  of  the  council,  and  ordered  the  army  to  crofs  the 
river  -,  and  what  he  did  upon  that  occafion,  he  did  without  receiving  advice 
from  any  one. 

Lord  Clive  further  faid,  that  Mr.  Watts  was  two  or  three  months  em- 
ployed in  the  negociation  of  the  revolution  ;  and  the  correfpondence  was 
carried  on  entirely  between  himfcif  and  Mr.  Watts ;  that  he  did  not  know 
exaftly  the  amount  of  the  treafure  of  Surajah  Dowla,  but  believed  about 
three  or  four  millions  ;  that  the  final  terms  of  the  agreement  between  Meer 
Jaffier  and  Mr.  Watts,  were  not  agreed  on  till  a  few  days  before  the  march 
of  the  army;  that  Mr.  Lufliington  was  the  perfon  who  figned  Admiral  Wat- 
fon's  name,  by  his  Lordfliip's  order. 

John  Walsh,  Efq;  being  here  called  by  the  Committee  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  knew  of  riie  fiftitious  treaty,  faid,  that  he  and  Mr.  Lufh- 
ington  went  together  to  Calcutta  with  the  treaty,  with  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Clive ;  and  that   his   idea  had  always  been,  that  Admiral  Watfon  refufed  to 
/ign  the  fiditious  treaty,  but  permitted  Mr.  Lulhington  to  do  it  for  him : 
9  that 
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that  the  fiftitlous  treaty  was  wrote  on  red  paper ;  and  he  remembered  Omi- 
chund  was  very  earneft  in  his  enquiry  after  that  particular  paper,  after  the 
Nabob  was  put  upon  the  Mufnud. 

Lord  Clive  further  acquainted  the  Committee,  that  all  the  letters  in  Cy- 
pher, which  pafTed  between  Mr.  Watts  and  himfelf,  are  not  entered  in  the 
country  correfpondence,  or  any  where  elfe;  that  he  had  got  fome  of  the  let- 
ters ;  but  did  not  know  whether  he  had  the  letter  wherein  mention  is  made 
of  Omichund's  demand  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  treafures,  and  thirty  lack ; 
that  the  fiditious  treaty,  to  the  beft  of  his  remembrance,  ftated  thirty  lack, 
and  five  per  cent,  upon  the  treafures  ;  it  might  be  fifty  lack  for  aught  he 
knows.  That  he  believes  the  letter  relating  to  the  donation  to  the  army 
and  navy,  is  entered  or  mentioned  in  one  of  his  letters  j — he  did  not  re- 
coUeft  what  he  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Admiral  Watfon  ;  that  he  wrote  to  the 
lecret  Committee  in  England,  ftating  the  donations  to  the  navy  and  army, 
but  not  the  donations  to  the  Committee. — He  wrote  a  private  letter  to  Mr. 
Paine,  then  chairman,  in  which  he  mentioned  the  donations  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  that  he  mentioned  in  his  general  letter,  that  the  Nabob's  bounty 
had  made  his  fortune  eafy ; — he  knew  of  no  ftipulation  by  Mr.  Watts,  for 
fifty  lack,  or  any  other  fum,  befides  the  donation  to  the  army  and  navy  and 
fele<St  Committee  i  if  there  was  any  fuch  fum,  it  was  without  his  confent  or 
knowledge. 

In  regard  to  the  fate  of  Surajah  Dowla,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  had  been 
informed  that  he  fled,  and  took  fhelter  in  a  fackier's  houfe,  whofe  nofe  and 
ears  he  had  cut  off  upon  a  former  occafion  :  that  there  was  a  brother  of  Meer 
Jaffier's  at  Rajamaul  (a  fmall  diftance  from  the  place  where  he  took  refuge) 
that  this  fackier  fent  immediately  notice  to  him,  that  he  had  Surajah  Dowla 
in  his  houfe,  and  he  fhould  keep  him  till  he  could  feize  him ;  that  the  Na- 
bob's brother  immediately  fet  out  with  a  few  attendants,  and  fcized  him,  and 
that  he  was  brought  from  thence  to  the  city,  and  immediately  put  to  death 
by  Murham,  Meer  Jaffier's  fon ;  it  is  faid  without  the  father's  knowledge  ; 
that  his  Lordfliip  knew  nothing  of  it  till  the  next  day,  when  the  Nabob 
made  him  acquainted  with  it,  and  apologifed  for  his  conduft,  by  faying  that 
he  had  raifed  a  mutiny  among  his  troops  i  and  this  was  all  his  Lordfliip  knew 
of  the  matter. 

Lord  Clive  farther  faid,  in  regard  to  the  fictitious  treaty,  that  he  did 
not  recoiled  whether  Mr.  Lufliington  brought  it  back  with  Mr.  Watfon's 
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name  to  it ;  to  the  bell  of  his  remembrance,  Mr.  Lufhington  told  him,  that 
Admiral  Watfon  gave  him  leave  to  fign  his  name  to  the  fiftltious  treaty : — he 
did  not  recoiled  whether  Mr.  Watfon's  feal  was  put  to  it,  but  believes  that 
Mr.  Watfon's  name  and  a  feal  were  put  to  both  the  treaties  before  they  were 
difpatched  to  Mr.  Watts;  he  is  not  certain  whether  Mr.  Lufhington  figned 
in  his  prefence  at  Calcutta,  or  the  French  gardens.  RoyduUub  did  not  re- 
ceive five  per  cent,  on  all  the  money  paid,  but  on  fome  of  it;  particularly 
not  on  that  which  was  paid  to  the  army  and  navy. — Roydullub  was  one 
of  the  Nabob's  generals. 

His  Lordfhip  being  afked.  What  might  be  the  particular  value,  in  money 
or  jewels,  received  by  him  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  as  he  may  recolleft  ?  faid. 
He  received  about  fixteen  lack  of  rupees  clear,  after  dedu6ting  commiffion 
and  all  other  articles;  that  he  received  no  jewels,  but  all  in  money;  that  he 
believed  Mr.  Watts  might  receive  all  together  about  eight  lack  ;  Mr.  Walfli 
about  five ;  there  were  three  or  four  more,  but  could  not  recolleft  the  fums ; 
that  he  thinks  Mr.  Scrafton  had  two  lack,  but  is  not  certain.  Thefe  dona- 
tions were  given  exclufive  of  the  fums  ftipulated  for  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Committee,  Council,  army,  and  navy. — That  the  fliare  he  received  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  amounted  to  about  two  lack ;  Major  Kilpatrick,  he  be- 
lieved, had  about  three  or  four  lack,  exclufive  of  the  fums  ftipulated  for 
the  army  and  Committee ;  Mr.  Lufhington  had  fomething  very  trifling,  about 
fifty  thoufand  rupees ;  Captain  Grant  had  one  lack. 

His  Lordfhip  alio  fiiid,  that  thefe  prefents  were  not  paid  down  at 
the  time,  but  by  inftallments ;  and  his  Lordiliip  being  aflced  by  what 
inftallments  the  prefents,  above  thofe  ftipulated  for  the  army,  navy.  Coun- 
cil, and  Committee,  were  paid  ?  he  faid.  That  he  knew  of  no  agreement, 
but  they  were  paid  half  down,  and  half  in  about  fifteen  months,  to 
the  beft  of  his  remembrance. — And  being  further  queftioned,  Whether, 
when  the  firft  half  was  paid  down,  his  Lordfhip  had  any  expeftation  of  the 
remainder  ?  he  faid.  He  had,  from  the  intelligence  of  Mr.  Watts,  who  ac- 
quainted him  that  the  prefent  for  his  fliare  would  amount  to  twenty  lack, 
but  he  received  only  fixteen  ;  that  lands  to  the  amount  of  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  were  mortgaged  for  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the 
money  ftipulated  by  treaty ;  the  mortgage,  he  believed,  was  made  about 
December  1757,  or  the  January  following;  that  Sir  George  Pocock  applied 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  by  letter,  to  defire  that  they  would  advance  to 
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the  navy  their  remaining  half  of  the  fifty  lack  given  to  the  navy  and  army, 
defiring  that  the  Governor  and  Council  would  make  fuch  a  deduftion  as  they 
thought  reafonable  for  the  rifk  of  advancing  the  money ; — that  fome  fharp 
letters  pafled  upon  the  occafion ;  and,  to  the  bell  of  his  remembrance,  he 
was  the  only  perfon  of  that  Council  who  objefted  to  that  requeft  being  com- 
plied with ;  and  then,  after  it  had  been  complied  with,  he  made  the  fame 
requeft  in  favour  of  the  army,  and  not  before  j — that  the  money  dedufted, 
to  the  beft  of  his  remembrance,  was  five  lack,  the  remaining  twenty  lack 
was  paid  down  by  the  Company  for  the  navy  and  army. 

Lord  Clive  went  on  to  relate,  that  on  the  aadof  June  1757,  in  the  even- 
ing, the  army  crofled  the  river,  and  marched  all  night,  amidfl.  inceflant  rains, 
until  they  reached  PlafTey-grove  ;  and  early  in  the  morning  the  army  of  Su- 
rajah  Dowla  attacked  them  in  that  fituation.  The  battle  being  attended  with  fo 
little  bloodflied,  arofe  from  two  caules  :  Firft,  The  army  was  fheltered  by  fo 
high  a  bank  that  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy  could  not  poffibly  do  them 
much  mifchief  The  other  was,  that  Surajah  Dowla  had  not  confidence 
in  his  army,  nor  his  army  any  confidence  in  him,  and  therefore  they 
did  not  do  their  duty. — His  Lordfliip  faid,  that  after  the  army  was 
routed,  Surajah  Dowla,  for  the  fake  of  expedition,  fled  to  the  city  upon  an 
elephant,  which  he  reached  that  night,  thirty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle, 
— That  the  troops  purfued  the  routed  army  about  nine  miles,  to  a  place 
called  Doudpaur ;  and  in  the  evening  Meer  Jaffier  lent  him  word,  that  he 
^nd  many  more  of  the  great  officers,  and  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
army,  were  in  expeftation  of  his  orders  ; — that  he  fent  Meflrs.  Watts  and 
Scrafton  to  wait  upon  him;  and  he  came  to  him  the  next  morning,  accom- 
panied by  his  Ion,  made  many  apologies  to  him  for  the  non-performance  of 
his  agreement  to  join  them,  and  faid,  his  fate  was  in  his"  hand.  That  he 
affiired  Meej-  Jaffier  that  the  Englifh  would  jnoft  religioufly  perform  their 
treaty,  and  advifed  him  to  purfue  Surajah  Dowla  without  delay,  and  he  would 
follow  with  the  Englifli  army;  tliat  when  Surajah  Dowla  arrived  at  the  city, 
his  palace  was  full  of  treafure ;  but  with  all  that  treafure  he  could  not  pur- 
chafe  the  confiderice  of  his  army;  he  was  employed  in  lavifliing  confiderable 
fums  among  his  troops,  to  engage  them  to  another  battle;  about  twelve  at 
night  the  fatal  news  was  brought  him  of  Meer  Jaffier's  arrival  at  the  city, 
clofely  followed  by  the  Englifli  army ;  he  then  in  defpair  gave  up  all  for  loft, 
and  made  his  efcape  out  of  one  of  the  palace- windows,  with  only  two  or 
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three  attendants ;  that  the  Englifli  army   having  encamped  within  about  fix 
miles  of  Muxadabad,  his  Lordfliip  fent  Meflrs.  Watts  and  WaHh  to  con- 
gratulate Meer  Jaffier  upon  his  fuccefs,  and  to  know  the  time  when  he  ftould 
enter  the  cityj  in  confequence  of  which,  the  day  was  fixed  upon,  and  he 
entered  the  city  with  two  hundred  Europeans,  and  five  hundred  feapoys ; — 
that  the  inhabitants,    who  were  fpeftators  upon  that  occafion,  muft  have 
amounted  to  fome  hundred  thoufands  ;  and  if  they  had  had  an  inclination  to 
have  deftroyed  the  Europeans,  they  might  have  done  it  with  fticks  and  Hones. 
On  that  day,  continued  his  Lordfhip,  being  under  no  kind  of  rellraint,  but 
that  of  my  own  confcience,  I  might  have  become  too  rich  for  a  fubjedt  j  but 
I  had  fixed  upon  that  period  to  accomplifli  all  my  views  whatever,  and  from 
that  period  to  this   hour,  which  is  a  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  I  have  not  be- 
nefited myfelf,  diredly  or  indireftly,  the  value  of  one  fiiilling,  the  jaghire 
excepted ;  I  have  been  placed  in  great  and  eminent  ftations,  furrounded  with 
temptations  ;  the  civil  and  military  power  were  united  in  me  j  a  circum- 
ftance  which  has  never  happened  to  any  other  man  before  that  time,  or  fince : 
the  Committee  will  therefore  judge,  whether  I  have  been  moderate  or  im- 
moderate in  the  purfuit  of  riches. 

Lord  Clive  went  on  to  relate,  that  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the  city, 
Meer  Jaffier  was  placed  on  the  Mufnud,  and  proclaimed  Nabob  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orifla,  and  a  day  was  fixed  upon  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  Na- 
bob's treafures,  and  to  fee  how  far  he  could  comply  with  the  treaty  imme- 
diately :  and  after  that  ftate  was  knov/n,  this  matter  was  left  to  be  decided 
by  the  Seats,  two  men  of  immenfe  wealth,  and  great  influence ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  half  Ihould  be  paid  down,  and  the  other  half  in  three  years  j — 
that  at  this  meeting  was  Omichund,  and  when  the  real  treaty  came  to  be 
read,  the  indignation  and  refentment  expreflfed  in  that  man's  countenance, 
beats  all  defcription.  He  faid,  "  This  cannot  be  the  treaty,  it  was  a  red 
treaty  that  I  faw.'  That  his  Lordlhip  replied,  "  Yes,  Omichund,  but  this 
IS  a  white  treaty." — That  this  important  bufinefs  being  accomplifhed,  he  re- 
turned to  Calcutta  with  the  army. 

The    great  authority   of  Allyvherde    Caun's    government   had   fo    long 
cftablifhed  itfelf  in  the  minds  of  his   fubjefts,    and  all  that  authority  be- 
ing veiled  in  the  perfon  of  Surajah  Dowla,  that  a  revolution  fo  fudden  and 
unexpefted,  filled  every  one  with  terror  and  aftonifhment,  which  was  kept 
up  by  the  march  of  a  confiderable  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain 
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tain  Coote,  in  purfuit  of  Monf.  Laws,  who  marched  from  Patna  at  the  head 
of  an  hundred  French,  the  only  remains  of  that  nation  in  all  the.  three  pro- 
vinces, to  the  afTiftance  of  the  late  Soubah,  and  were  within  a  few  hours 
march  of  him  when  he  was  taken  prifoner;  but  they  returned  on  Captain 
Coote's  approach,  who  followed  them  till  they  had  pafied  the  boundaries  of 
the  So'.ibah's  dominions.  The  Nabob  of  Patna  was  one  Ramnaran,  a  Gentoo, 
faithfully  attached  to  his  late  mafter,  who,  fuppofing  IVIeer  Jaffier  would 
not  confirm  him  in  his  government,  was  meditating  a  junftion  with  the 
Soubah  of  Oude,  the  fon  of  the  late  Vifir,  whofe  territories  border  on  thofe 
of  Patna.  There  was  fuch  evident  proof  of  this,  that  Colonel  Clive  ad- 
vifed  Meer  Jaffier  to  difplace  him,  which  was  approved,  accepted,  and  the 
order  fent. 

But  before  this  memorable  revolution  is  done  with,  a  few  particulars  as 
to  the  manner  of  Surajah  Dowla's  death,  which  came  to  light  fome  months 
after,  may  be  added. 

Surajah  Dowla  was  taken  on  the  3d  of  July,  after  having  wandered 
about,  from  the  time  he  made  his  efcape  from  his  palace,  forfaken  and  al- 
moft  naked,  and  was  brought  back  to  his  capital  in  the  night.  Meer  Jaffier 
immediately  held  a  council  of  his  moft  intimate  friends  about  the  difpofal 
of  him  ;  all  agreed  it  would  be  dangerous  to  grant  him  his  life,  and  that  he 
fhould  immediately  be  put  to  death,  left  the  Englilh  commander's  clemency 
fhould  plead  for  his  prefervation.  Surajah  Dowla  received  the  dreadful  fen- 
tence  trembling ;  he  wept  bitterly,  and  pleaded  hard  for  life  on  any  terms  j 
but  when  he  found  all  entreaty  in  vain,  he  defired  only  a  delay  of  a  few  mo- 
ments to  wafh  and  fay  his  prayers.  His  mercilefs  executioners  flung  a  pot 
of  water  over  him,  and  difpatched  him  with  their  fwords. — He  Ihewed  no 
mercy,  and  he  had  no  mercy.  He  polTefled  the  unjuftly-acquired  do- 
minions of  his  grandfather  fifteen  months  and  a  few  days ;  and  it  was  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age  when  he  fell  under  the  unrelenting  order  given 
to  his  deftroyers. 
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CHAP.      VII. 

'J he  reign  of  Meer  'jaffier. 

O  fooner  was  Meer  JarHer  advanced  to  the  Soubahfliip,  than  he  began 
to  fed  his  own  ftrength,  and  to  look  on  us  rather  as  rivals  than 
allies ;  and  his  firfl  thoughts  were,  how  to  check  our  power,  and  evade 
the  execution  of  the  treaty.  In  vain  did  Colonel  Clive  reprefent  to  him, 
that,  inftead  of  draining  his  treafury  for  keeping  fuch  an  immenfe  army 
on  foot,  he  had  better  difmifs  one  half  of  them,  and  rely  on  the  Englifli, 
who  were  his  natural  allies,  bound  to  him  by  mutual  interefl,  and  every  tie 
that  could  enforce  our  inviolable  attachment.  He  formed  his  plan  quite 
differently,  and  feemed  to  think  himfelf  fufHciently  powerful  to  difpute  the  re- 
mainder of  the  treaty;  and  to  thishebentall  his  future  politics:  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  (fays  Mr.  Scrafton)  that  we  were  neceffitated  to  frrengthen 
ourfelves,  by  forming  a  party  in  his  own  court  to  be  a  continual  check  upon 
him ;  a  matter  by  no  means  difficult,  in  a  country  where  loyalty  and  gratitude 
are  virtues  almoft  unknown.  Roydullub  was  clofely  connected  with  Meer 
Jaffier,  and  a  fellow  confpirator  of  equal  rank.  He  thought  the  Soubah  had 
not  rewarded  him  according  to  his  merit,  and  the  Soubah  thought  him  too 
craving.  The  Colonel  entered  into  ftrift  engagements  with  this  man,  to 
proteft  him  as  far  as  life  and  honour,  provided  he  attempted  nothing  againft 
the  Soubah 's  perfon  or  government ;  and  he  promifed  to  ufe  all  the  power 
andintereft  his  pofts  gave  him,  to  oblige  the  Soubah  to  the  faithful  execution 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  The  clofe  conneftion  which  appeared  between  us, 
widened  the  breach  between  them,  till  mutual  miftruft  increafed  to  that 
pitch,  that  each  began  to  ftrengthen  his  party.  Roydullub  endeavoured  to 
gain  the  officers  of  the  army  to  him ;  and  the  Soubah  difmifTed  from  his 
court  all  thofe  who  had  fhewed  too  great  an  attachment  to  a  minifl'er  he  had 
made  too  powerful ;  for  he  was  firfl:  treafurer,  paymafler  of  the  troops,  and 
general  of  a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  his  brother  and  relations  oc- 
cupied the  moft  beneficial  places  at  court.  Thefe  made  him  powerful;  but 
it  was  the  Hnglifli  protection  that  made  him  formidable  to  his  mafter.  But 
the  feafon  now  approached  for  taking  the  field  ;  and  in  October  1757,  the 
Soubah  fixed  his  flandard  to  the  north,  with  great  expectations  of  rendering 
himfelf  as  powerful  and  arbitrary  as  his  old  mafter  Allyvherde,  whofe  ex- 
ample 
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ample  he  endeavoured  to  imitate  in  his  government.  He  had  projeiSled  the 
deftrudlion  of  RoyduUub  and  his  party;  to  crufli  the  rebellion  broke  out  in 
Purhunea,  where  the  late  Governor  refufed  to  own  his  authority;  by  force 
or  ftratagem,  to  get  the  Nabob  of  Patna  into  his  power,  and  give  that  pro- 
vince to  his  brother  ;  and,  finally,  he  propofed  to  awe  the  Englifh  into  the 
relinquifhing  the  remainder  of  the  money  due  to  them,  and  the  other  articles 
ftipulated  by  the  treaty.  This  projef);  opened  with  the  death  of  Mirza  Mun- 
dee,  Surajah  Dowla's  brother,  a  weak  helplefs  youth,  whom  his  fpies  and 
parafites  had  infinuated  to  him  Roydullub  intended  to  fet  up  for  Soubah. 
The  fame  jealoufy  induced  him  to  fend  the  widow  of  AUyyherde  into  con- 
finement at  Dacca ;  and  a  ftrift  watch  was  kept  over  an  infant  fon  left  by 
Fazel  Cooley  Caun,  the  fon  of  Zainde  Hamet,  v/hom  Nowagis  Mahumud 
Caun  adopted,  and  who  died  fome  years  before,  leaving  this  only  child, 
called  Morada  Dowla. 

These  fteps  fo  alarmed  Roydullub,  that,  under  pretence  of  ficknefs,  he 
abfented  himfelf  from  court,  and  declined  taking  the  field  with  the  Soubah. 
This  was  the  firft  obftacle  the  Soubah  met  with;  and  now  he  began  to  ap- 
prehend, that,  fliould  he  march  from  his  capital,  it  was  poffible  the  Colonel 
might  join  with  Roydullub,  and  attack  his  fon,  whom  he  left  governor  in 
his  abfence.  He  long  hefitated  what  part  to  aft  with  the  Colonel ;  but  at 
lafl:  determined  writing  to  him,  to  defire  him  to  march  up  with  his  troops, 
hoping  either  to  awe  him  by  the  parade  of  his  numerous  forces,  or  win  him 
by  profitable  offers  to  abandon  Roydullub.  The  Colonel,  fenfible  how  eafy 
it  was  to  check  him  in  his  flight,  let  him  go  on  in  his  airy  ideas,  contenting 
himfelf  with  giving  frequent  hints,  that  he  faw  what  he  was  aiming  at ;  but 
always  aflured  him  he  would  find,  in  the  end,  his  true  intereft  was  to  pre- 
ferve  the  friendfhip  of  the  Englifli,  by  a  ftrift  adherence  to  the  treaty,  for 
that  it  was  them,  and  them  only,  that  were  able  to  fupport  him  :  but  now 
that  he  faw  the  Soubah's  jealoufy  was  incurable,  he  determined  to  check  him 
effeftually.  Force  alone  could  not  efFeft  this ;  for  the  excefles  introduced 
by  the  prize-money,  and  the  unwholfomnefs  of  the  climate,  had  reduced  our 
fine  army  to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  and  twelve  hundred 
feapoys;  policy  was  therefore  deemed  neceflary. 

With  this  fmall  force  Colonel  Clive  took  the  field  in  November,  and  was 
joined  by  Roydullub,  whofe  ficknefs  vanifhed  at  the  approach  of  our  army. 
The  Colonel  had  an  interview  with  the  Soubah,  and  blamed  him  for  his  un- 
faithful 
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faithful  condufl  j  reminded  him  of  the  agreement  entered  into  at  Ja- 
gutfeat's  houfe,  declaring  himfelf  Roydullub's  proteftor ;  and  demanded 
fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  treaty-money.  The 
Soubah  now  felt  his  chains,  and  found,  that  the  more  he  ftruggled,  the 
clofer  they  fat.  After  many  vain  attempts,  by  threats  and  carefles,  to 
fhake  the  Colonel's  conftancy,  he  at  laft,  with  a  very  ill  grace,  made 
over  to  the  Company  the  revenues  of  the  three  provinces  of  Burdwan, 
Nuddea,  and  Houghley,  for  the  remainder  of  the  treaty-money ;  and  then 
the  two  armies  marched  forward.  The  Colonel  entertained  the  Soubah  with 
a  review  of  his  little  army,  to  which  he  came  in  great  ftate,  in  a  car  drawn 
by  two  elephants,  accompanied  by  two  of  his  children  and  feveral  of  his 
courtiers.  The  troops  went  through  all  their  firings  and  evolutions  with 
great  brificnefs  and  regularity  j  and  the  Soubah  feemed  loft  in  amazement  at 
the  quicknefs  and  uniformity  of  their  motions ;  but  nothing  ftruck  him  fo 
much  as  the  quick  firing  of  the  field  pieces,  which,  he  faid,  exceeded  every 
thing  he  could  poflibly  have  imagined  j  and  he  was  altogether  fo  well  pleafed 
with  his  entertainment,  that  he  ordered  ten  thoufand  rupees  to  be  diftributed 
among  them,  for  which  the  foldiers  returned  him  their  thanks,  by  three 
Englifh  huzzas.  This  review  had  a  very  good  efi"e6t,  by  pointing  out  to  the 
Soubah,  how  irrefiftible  fuch  a  clofe  compaft  body  of  infantry,  where  every 
man  is  fure  of  being  afllfted  by  his  neighbour,  is  to  the  loofe  irregular  at- 
tacks of  a  confufed  multitude,  where  no  man  has  any  reliance  but  on  the 
Ilrength  of  his  arm. 

I  HEARD,  fays  Mr.  Scrafton,  the  Soubah  difcourfing  of  this  review  amongft 
his  courtiers ;  and,  after  exprefTing  his  admiration,  faid,  "  Thefe  people  are 
"  not  to  be  fought  with  at  a  diftance  ;  but  if  we  were  to  rufli  on  them  with 
"  our  fabres,  we  Ihould  bear  them  down."  On  the  approach  of  our  united 
forces,  the  rebels  of  Purhunea  difperfed,  and  the  Soubah  made  his  brother- 
in-law,  Coffim  Hoflein  Caun,  Nabob  of  that  province,  and  then  marched 
towards  Patna,  hoping  by  force  or  ftratagem  to  get  Ramnaran  into  his  power, 
and  make  his  brother  Nabob  of  that  province  -,  but  neither  fcheme  fucceeded. 
Ramnaran  had  taken  the  field  with  a  very  confiderable  army,  and  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  truft  himfelf  in  the  Soubah's  power,  till  he  was  afllired 
of  the  Colonel's  proteftion.  The  Soubah  was  very  averfe  to  this,  but  foon 
/ound,  that  RoyduUub  had  won  over  the  greateft  part  of  his  officers,  who 

were 
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were  more  likely  to  efpoufe  Ramnaran's  caufe  than  his  own.  He  at  lafl  con- 
fented  to  the  Colonel's  mediation,  which  he  gladly  granted,  from  the  mo- 
tive that  it  would  be  a  conftant  check  on  the  Soubah,  to  have  the  Nabob 
of  Patna  devoted  to  us. 

He  therefore,  at  the  Soubah's  requeft,  wrote  Ramnaran,  that  he  might 
come  with  fafety.  The  Colonel's  reputation  for  the  inviolable  obfervance  of 
his  v.'ordwas  luch,  that  Ramnaran  immediately  left  his  army,  and  came  with 
a  few  followers  to  the  Englifli  camp.  He  then  went,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Watts,  to  pay  his  fubmifTion  to  the  Soubah,  who  received  him  with  a 
conftrained  gracioufnefs,  and  his  army  joined  the  reft  in  their  route  to 
Patna. 

The  Soubah,  who  burnt  with  defire  to  free  himfelf  from  our  voke,  now 
formed  a  projeft,  from  which  he  hoped  fome  relief.  He  ordered  Coja  Had- 
dee,  a  general  who  coiiimanded  fixteen  thoufand  men,  to  make  a  forced 
march,  and  enter  the  city  before  our  army,  which  had  always  been  the  van 
of  the  whole.  Tliis  officer  was  much  fufpedled  of  an  attachment  to  Roy- 
duUub,  and  therefore  the  Soubah  aimed  at  embroiling  him  in  a.  fl<.irmiih  wi^h 
us,  indifferent  who  had  the  advantage,  where  he  wanted  to  be  rid  of  both. 
He  accordingly  gave  him  orders,  that  when  he  entered  the  city,  he  fhould 
lliut  the  gates,  and  permit  no  troops  to  enter  the  city  without  farther  orders. 
Coja  Haddee,  not  perceiving  the  fnare,  paffed  our  army  in  proper  order  for 
a<5tion.  When  the  Colonel  came  near  the  city,  he  fent  word  to  Coja  Haddee, 
that  the  Soubah  had  laid  this  fnare  to  deftroy  him,  and  advifed  him  not  to 
oppofe  him,  as  he  was  determined  to  enter.  Coja  Haddee  immediately  re- 
tired, and  fent  the  Soubah  a  meflage,  that  he  prefumed  his  orders  could  not 
regard  his  friend  Sabut  Jung  *,  whom  he  had  let  pafs.  The  Colonel  marched 
through  the  city,  and  encamped  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The  Soubah  followed 
with  fullen  flownefs,  mortified  at  his  difappointment,  and  enraged  to  kc  the 
Colonel  carrying  away  the  glory  of  the  campaign,  while  himfelf  appeared  only 
as  his  general.  And  now  enfued  a  fcene  of  plots  and  confpiracies,  wherein 
the  feveral  aftors  difplayed  the  arts  of  treachery  and  diflimulation  with  all  the 
refined  fubtlety  of  eaflern  politicians. 

I  HAVE  already  mentioned,  the  Soubah's  views  this  campaign  were,  to 
break  the  power  of  the  minifter;  make  his  brother  Nabob  of  Patna  j  oblige 

•  The  title  conferred  on  Colonel  Clivc  by  the  court  of  Dehli.    It  means  the  f  roved  'warrior. 
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the  Rajahs  of  that  rebellious  province  to  fubmit  to  him;  and,  finally,  to  awe 
the  Englifli  into  the  relinquifliing  of  the  treaty-money.  Let  us  now  fee  how 
the  different  parties  endeavoured  to  counteraft  him. 

Ramnaran  and  Roydullub  foon  found  they  were  tending  to  the  fame  cen- 
tre, which  was  tlie  deftruftion  of  a  mafter  they  thought  they  could  never  truflr. 
CojaHaddee,  CofTim  Ally  Caun,  and  moft  of  the  general  officers,  were  of  their 
party,  and  entered  into  a  written  agreement  to  fupport  each  other.  They 
frequently  founded  Colonel  Clive,  and  endeavoured,  by  every  artifice  and 
ftratagem,  to  fet  him  at  open  variance  with  the  Soubah  j  while  their  party  at 
court  afted  the  fame  part  with  the  Soubah,  by  continually  infinuating  to  him, 
that  the  Colonel  was  won  over  by  Roydullub  and  Ramnaran,  and  would  cer- 
tainly attempt  his  life.  While  the  Soubah's  mind  was  thus  •  agitated  by  fiif- 
picions  of  all  parties,  an  accident  happened,  that  almoft  brought  every  body, 
to  lay  afide  the  mafk,  and  aft  in  their  real  charadters.  Colonel  Clive  kept 
his  head-quarters  at  the  Englifh  faftory,  the  army  being  encamped  to  the 
weflward  of  Patna;  the  Nabob's  camp  was  to  the  eaftward,  but  a  vaft  number 
of  his  troops  were  in  the  city,  as  were  alfo  Ramnaran's;  and  with  the  Colonel 
was  a  guard  of  two  hundred  feapoys.  Near  the  fadory  was  quartered  a  body 
of  Ramnaran's  horfe,  and  both  ufed  the  fame  market.  A  difpute  arofe  be- 
tween them,  which  from  words  came  to  blows,  and  fome  of  the  Colonel's 
feapoys  were  wounded.  They  came  to  complain,  and  the  Colonel  permitted 
them  to  go  and  talce  their  own  revenge.  They  immediately  fallied  out,  and 
attacked  the  horfemen,  whom  they  foon  routed  j  and  one  or  two  of  them  were- 
killed.  The  alarm  fpread  inftantly  throughout  the  city;  all  parties  were  in  arms; 
fpies  were  running  backwards  and  forwards  over  the  city ;  every  one  making 
a  different  report,  according  to  the  fears  or  wiffies  of  their  mafter.  The  Sou- 
bah, who  had  his  head-quarters  in  a  palace  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  city,, 
immediately  fufpeded  Colonel  Clive,  Ramnaran,  and  Roydullub,  were  fornri'^i- 
..ing  a  defign  to  attack  him.  Full  of  this  thought,,  he  inftantly  put  his  women, 
papers,  and  jewels,  on  elephants,  fent  a  party  to.  fecure  his  retreat,  and  put; 
all  his  troops  under  arms.  Roydullub  and  Ramnaran  were  alfo  under  arms„ 
and  it  was  a  miracle  the  city  v/as  not  fired  and  plundered.  But  as  the  rife  of. 
this  diforder  was  entirely  accidental,  fo  nobody  was  prepared  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  it ;  and,  by  the  intercourfe  of  meffengers,  the  tumult  fubfided,, 
and  every  one  ftieltered  himfclf  under  the  cloak  of  diffimulation  ;  firft  reflefl- 
ing,  whether  they  had  done  any  thing  in  the  firft  heat  of  the  alarm  that  might 

have 
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h:ive  betrayed  their  fentiments.  The  next  morning  all  the  grandees  vifued 
Colonel  Clive ;  and  the  comnnander  of  the  horfe,  whole  people  had  begun  the 
fkirmilh  with  the  Englifh  feapoys,  was  ordered  out  of  the  city.  The  Soubah 
lived  in  continual  apprehenfions ;  but  the  Colonel  was  too  fteady  to  be  led 
aftray  by  any  of  them  :  his  honour,  and  the  public  interefl-,  ftrongly  attached 
him  to  the  Soubah;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  our  intereft  to  reduce 
his  power  to  proper  limits,  which  nothing  could  more  effedlually  reftrain, 
than  fupporting  Ramnaran  in  the  Nabobfhip  of  Patna,  and  RoyduUub  in  the 
miniftry  ;  and  juft  fo  far  he  entered  into  their  views.  The  Rajahs  refufed  to 
pay  their  fubmiflions  but  through  the  mediation  of  the  Colonel,  which  the 
Soubah  was  too  haughty  to  accept ;  and  the  clofe  connexion  between  Ram- 
naran and  Roydullub,  both  fupported  by  us,  prevented  the  reft.  Thus  the 
Soubah,  equally  miftrufting,  and  miftrufted  of  all,  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  all  his  projeds  vanifli.  The  only  fatisfaction  he  had,  was  the  receiving  his 
confirmation  from  Dehli,  on  the  fame  terms  as  Allyvherde  Caun;  which  were, 
the  payment  of  fifty-two  lacks  per  annum,  with  the  ufual  prefents  of  elephants, 
cloth,  &c.  The  Colonel  at  the  fame  time  received  the  dignity  of  an  Omrah 
of  the  empire,  and  the  title  of  Zubdut  Ulmulk  Nufleera  Dowla,  Sabut  Jung 
Bahader*,  though  the  charters  for  holding  it  did  not  arrive  till  fome  time 
after.  v-.rt'-fH  'a:m  V-,  - 

When  the  Soubah  found  that  all  his  endeavours  to  win  the  Colonel  were 
in  vain,  he  endeavoured  to  outftay  him,  hoping  his  prefence  would  be  required 
in  Calcutta,  and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  his  friends  to  him: 
but  even  that  proving  inefFedtual,  he,  at  laft,  after  a  flay  of  four  months,  at 
an  immenfe  expence,  was  obliged  to  confirm  Ramnaran  in  the  Nabobihip  of 
Patna,  Roydullub  in  the  miniftry,  and  to  return  to  his  capital,  totally  difap- 

' pointed  in  all  his  views;  whilft  the  Colonel  not  only  got  the  provinces  mort- 
gaged to  the  Company  for  the  remainder  of  the  treaty,  but  obtained  alfo  the 
farm  of  falt-petre,  which  was  before  farmed  out  to  one  of  the  natives,  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  the  Soubah  forty  thoufand  rupees  per  annum,  and  filled 
the  province  with  admiration  of  his  wife  coaduft,  and  fteady  adherence  to  all 
whofe  intereft  he  efpoufed.     The  Colonel  arrived  at  Muxadavad  the  ift  of 

■June,  1758,  where  he  was  met  by  Major  Forde,  whom  the  gentlemen  of 
Calcutta  had  perfuaded  to  enter  into  the  Company's  fervice ;  and  to  him  he 

*  The  perfeftion  of  the  empire,  the  Avord  of  viAory,  the  proved  intrepid  warrior. 
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left  the  command  of  the  army,  and  proceeded  himfelf  to  Calcutta^  where  ht 
was  received  with  every  demonftration  of  the  fincercft  joy. 

Admiral  Watson  died  in  Auguft,  1757,  lamented  by  the  fleet  and  fettle- 
ment ;  ever  to  be  revered  for  his  generous  and  difmterefted  conduft.  The 
command  of  the  fleet  devolved  on  Mr.  Pocock. 

Hitherto  we  had  met  with  a  continued  feries  of  fuccefs,  which  now 
feemed  for  a  while  fufpended,  by  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  on  the  coafl: 
of  Coromandel,  commanded  by  Monf.  d'Ache,  with  three  thoufand  Europeans. 
on  board,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Lally  and  many  officers 
of  diftindtion  J  a  force  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  deftruftion  of  all  our 
fettlements  in  India.  Mr,  Pocock,  though  much  inferior  in  force,  fought 
the  firft  opportunity  to  engage  them,  while  yet  very  few  of  their  men  were 
landed.  The  engagement  was  very  bloody  to  the  French :  night  favoured 
their  efcape,  and  they  got  fafe  into  Pondicherry,  with  the  lofs  of  one  fixty-four 
gun  Ihip,  and  upwards  of  five  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded,  as  appeared 
by  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  French  fecretary. 

This  did  not  prevent  the  lofs  of  Fort  St.  David's;  and  we  now  had  little  hope 
of  receiving  fuccours  from  England.  The  Dircftors,  by  the  fame  letters  that 
advifed  us  of  this  force  failing  from  France,  gave  their  Governors  abroad  to 
underftand,  that  they  left  them  to  the  proteftion  of  Providence ;  for  that  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France  rendered  it  imprafticable  to  fend  out  any 
confiderable  forces  this  year.  At  this  crifis  the  Direflors  appointed  four  Go- 
vernors of  Bengal,  to  govern  each  four  months,  and  left  Colonel  Clive  en- 
tirely out  of  the  lift.  The  gentlemen  named  to  this  temporary  honour,  wish 
great  difintereftednefs  declined  it,  and  joined  with  the  whole  fettlement  in  re- 
quefting  Colonel  Clive  to  take  the  government  on  himfelf.  The  Colonel,  on 
the  23d  of  June,  1758,  the  anniverfary  of  the  viftory  of  Placis,  entered  upon 
the  government,  to  the  great  joy  of  every  one. 

The  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron,  and  the  lofs  of  Fort  St.  David's,  had 
an  inftant  efteft  on  our  influence  in  the  country.  The  Colonel  confidering» 
that  if  the  Soubah  could  be  prevailed  on  to  pay  him  a  vifit  in  Calcutta,  it 
would  deceive  our  enemies  into  a  fiiTn  perfuafion,  that  there  fubfifted  a  per- 
feft  amity  between  us,  fent  Mr.  Watts  to  him  with  the  invitation,  which  he 
readily  accepted.  The  Soubah,  however  jealous  of  the  Englifli  power,,  ever 
fhewed  a  fincers  regard  for  the  Colonel. 

This 
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This  outward  appearance  of  harmony  was  equally  nccefl"ary  to  the  Soubah, 
as  it  was  our  alliance  alone  which  made  him  formidable  to  his  neighbours  ; 
but,  obfcrving  how  much  we  courted  his  friendfhip,  he  thought  he  might 
now  execute  his  defigns  againft  Roydullub.  He  left  the  city  under  charge  of 
his  fon,  firft  difmiffing  his  minifler  from  all  his  employments ;  and,  to  all 
appearance,  left  an  order  with  his  fon  to  put  him  to  death  j  for  no  fooner  was 
his  father  out  of  his  fight,  than  he  prepared  to  attack  him  :  but,  as  our  re- 
putation and  influence  in  the  country  entirely  depended  on  our  protecting  him 
in  his  life  and  honour,  Mr.  Scrafton,  then  refident  at  the  Nabob's  court, 
marched  a  company  of  men  to  his  alTiftance,  and  took  him  under  his  protec- 
tion. The  Soubah,  who  was  very  little  advanced  on  his  way,  was  alarmed 
at  this,  and  feemed  determined  to  returnj  but  Mr.  Watts  had  addrefs  enough 
not  only  to  perfuade  him  to  continue  his  journey,  but  to  let  Roydullub  come 
down  to  Calcutta.  The  Soubah  was  glad  he  had  carried  his  point  fo  (a.r  as 
to  have  difmifled  him  from  his  poft,  without  our  refenting  it  •,  and  the  Colo- 
nel was  pleafed  to  have  kept  his  word,  which  extended  no  farther  than  the 
protection  of  his  life  and  honour.  The  Soubah  was  moft  magnificently  enter- 
tained, had  very  great  prefents  made  him,  returned  well  fatisfied  to  his  capi- 
tal, and  left  Roydullub  in  Calcutta. 

This  vifit  had  the  defired  efi'edl :  the  French,  as  well  as  the  Soubah's  ene- 
mies, conjeftured,  if  they  attempted  any  thing  againft  Bengal,  they  fhould 
find  our  united  forces  againft  them.  The  Frenc;h  were  now  fo  powerful  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  having  at  leaft  four  thoufand  Europeans  and  fix 
thoufand  feapoys,  that  we  began  to  fear  for  Madrafs.  The  French  had  alfo 
an  army  in  the  Decan,  from  which  country  they  drew  a  confiderable  reve- 
nue. The  Colonel,  apprehenfive  they  might  add  that  army  to  their  other 
forces,  refolved,  againft  the  unanimous  opinion  of  his  council,  to  fend  a  great 
part  of  our  force  into  that  country,  with  a  view  to  make  a  diverfion  that 
might  call  ofFpart  of  the  French  force  from  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  For  that 
purpofe  Major  Forde  embarked  with  four  hundred  and  twenty  Europeans, 
and  one  thoufand  four  hundred  feapoys,  with  a  fuitable  train  of  artil- 
lery, and  amply  provided  with  ftores  of  all  kinds,  and  landed  at  Vizaga- 
patam,  the  Rajah  of  that  country  having  defired  our  afiiftance  againft  the 
French. 

The  departure  of  fo  great  a  part  of  our  force  made  the  Soubah  more 
haughty  in  his  condud.     He  had  lately  cut  off  two  of  his  general  officers, 
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Coja  Hadjee  and  ColTim  Ally  Caun,  who  were  of  RoyduUub's  party.  Tlie 
former  he  ordered  out  of  the  country,  and  in  his  paffage  though  the  pafs  of 
Sicklagully,  he  ordered  the  mountaineers  and  governor  of  Rrjamall,  to  fall 
on  him;  the  other  his  fon  afTaffinated  at  an  entertainment.  And  now  he  fent 
a  forged  letter,  to  prove,  that  RoyduUub  was  concerned  with  them  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  murder  him  ;  but  the  forgery  was  evidently  proved,  and  the  Colo- 
nel perfevered  in  protefting  him.  The  Soubah  feemed  inclined  to  refent  this 
proteftion,  and  hinted,  that  he  expefted  the  mortgaged  provinces  fhould  be 
reftored  to  him  ;  but  the  news  of  Colonel  Forde's  fuccefs  checked  him  for  the 
prefent.  That  officer,  with  his  fmall  army,  defeated  the  French  army  com- 
manded by  the  Marquis  -de  Conflans,  confifting  of  five  hundred  Europeans 
and  fix  thoufand  difciplined  feapoys;  and  continued  his  purfuit  of  them  to- 
wards Mafulipatam,  the  French  capital  of  Golconda. 

But  now  a  new  Icene  opened.     The  Mogul's  fon  had  efcaped  from  the 
hands  of  the  Vizir,  who  kept  the  Emperor  himfelf  and  all  his  family  as  a  kind 
of  ftate  prifoners,  and  appeared  in  arms  on  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of 
Bahar.     The  Soubah  had  lately  given  fuch  proofs  of  his  inclination  to  avoid 
all  farther  connexions  with  us,  that  he  apprehended  the  Colonel  would  not 
be  very  ready  to  alTift  him ;  and  declined,  as  long  as  poffible,  acquainting 
him  with  the  threatened  invafion :  but  now  the  exigency  of  his  aff^airs  demanded 
he  fliould  exert  himfelf.    Having  kept  eighty  thoufand  men  at  leaft  in  his  pay, 
he  had  quite  exhaufted  his  treafury,  and  vaft  arrears  were  fliill  due  to  them : 
far  from  aflifl:ing  him,  they  even  threatened  his  life,  if  he  did  not  imme- 
diately comply  with  their  demands :  all  he  could  do  was  to  fatisfy  a  part  of 
them,  who  took  the  field  under  his  fon's  command,  and  might  be  about  four 
thoufand  horfe,  and  as  many  foot.     In  the  mean  time  the  Mogul's  fon  had 
-  croflcd  the  GarumnafTar,  which  is  the  boundary  of  Bahar,  where  he  was  joined 
by  the  Soubah  of  Oude's  brother  and  fome  of  the  Boujepore  Rajahs,  and  was  on 
full  march  towards  Patna  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men,  with  Monf.  Laws, 
and  his  little  party  of  a  hundred  French  and  two  hundred  feapoys.  '  Ramnaran 
thought  this  was  the  opportunity  for  him  to  throw  off  his  obedience  to  Meer 
Jaffier,  and  feemed  determined  to  declare  for  the  Prince.     Thus  every  thing 
looked  as  if  the  Soubah  would  lofe  his  life  and  government,  without  a  fword 
being  drawn  in  his  behalf.     In  this  diftrefs  he  at  laft  applied  to  Colonel  Clive. 

ThE  Company's  affairs  were  now  in  almofb  as  critical  afituacion  as  the  Sou- 
bah's.     The  fiege  of  Madrafs  was  adually  begun,  and  we  Jiad  fent  thither 
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part  of  the  forces  that  came  out  in  this  year's  fhipping ;  fo  that  our  whole 
force  was  but  three  hundred  infantry,  one  hundred  train,  and  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  feapoys,  moft  of  whom  had  never  feen  an  aflion,  Neverthelefs, 
the  Colonel  hefitated  not  a  moment,  but  immediately  began  his  march  to 
Muxadavad,  where  he  arrived  on  the  20th  of  March,  1759.  He  reproached 
the  Soubah  feverely  for  his  condu6t,  particularly  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  deftroyed  his  two  general  officers,  which  had  quite  alienated  the  affec- 
tions of  his  army  from  him,  and  for  his  behaviour  to  the  Englifli;  but  afllired 
him,  he  might  rely  on  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  extricate  him  from  the  diffi- 
culties he  was  involved  in,  and  that  himfelf  and  all  his  army  would  fight  for  him 
to  the  laftr  man.  The  Colonel  immediately  continued  his  march,  and  the  Sou- 
bah promifed  to  follow  in  a  few  days.  All  parties  had  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
Colonel.  The  Prince  or  Sha  Zaddah  invited  him  preffingly  to  join  him,  offering 
him  a  fhare  in  the  government,  and  any  advantages  he  pleafed  to  afk  on  be- 
half of  the  Company;  and,  flattering  himfelf  the  Colonel  might  be  brought 
over  to  him,  he  would  not  bring  Law's  party  with  him,  but  left  them  at  Be- 
nares, left  it  fliould  difguft  the  Colonel.  The  Nabob  of  Patna,  not  hearing 
of  the  Colonel's  march,  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Sha  Zaddah,  by  which 
he  promifed  to  declare  for  him,  on  condition  that  the  Sha  Zaddah  confirmed 
him  in  his  Nabobfhip,  and  that  his  army  fhould  not  enter  the  city  :  this  was 
agreedto,  and  Ramnaran  came  out  of  the  city,  paid  his  fubmiffion  to  the 
Sha  Zaddah,  and  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  money.  The 
Sha  Zaddah's  army  pafled  the  city,  and  encamped  towards  Bengal ;  and  a  day 
or  two  after  he  fent  to  Ramnaran  for  fome  more  money  and  the  city  cannon. 
The  meflengers  affefted  the  haughty  airs  of  conquerors,  to  which  Ramnaran 
was  not  inclined  to  fubmit,  as  he  had  now  heard  of  the  Colonel's  march,  and 
indeed  had  received  a  letter  from  him  to  this  purport,  "  That  as  it  was  by  his 
mediation  he  had  been  confirmed  in  his  government,  he  looked  on  himfelf  as  rc- 
fponfible  to  the  Soubah  for  his  fidelity ;  that  if  he  offered  to  fwerve  from  his 
duty,  he  fliould  feel  his  utmofl:  refentment;  that  he  was  marching  towards 
him  with  all  expedition,  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  fame  Providence 
which  had  bleflled  him  with  viftory  on  fo  many  occafions,  would  not  now  for- 
fake  him."  Intimidated  by  this  letter,  and  full  of  the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  relief^ 
he  turned  the  Prince's  mefl!engers  out  of  the  city,  and  flmt  the  gates  againfl: 
him.  The  Sha  Zaddah,  furprized  and  enraged  at  this  fudden  change,  imme- 
diately began  the  fiege.     The  Colonc-l's  approach  made  all  parties  aft  with 
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vigour.  The  Prince  made  feveral  aflaults,  and  was  very  near  carrying  the 
place,  wlien  tlie  appearance  of  our  army,  which  had  marched  four  hundred 
uiiles  in  three-and-twenty  days,  obliged  him  to  raife  the  fiege;  on  which  his 
army,  which  had  been  brought  together  only  by  the  hopes  of  plunder,  dif- 
perfed,  leaving  him  only  the  Soubah  of  Oude's  brother,  and  a  few  horfe,  who 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  out  of  the  province.  Thus  was  the  Soubah  once 
more  indebted  to  us  for  his  life  and  government,  both  which  mud  have  ine- 
vitably fallen,  but  for  this  vigorous  effort;  for  fo  litde  able  was  he  to  fupporc 
himfelf,  that,  far  from  joining  us,  his  troops  furrounded  him,  and  refufed  to 
march,  till  they  had  all  their  arrears,  and  two  months  pay  advanced  them. 
And  even  the  few  forces  that  marched  with  his  fon,  made  a  dead  halt  when 
they  drew  near  the  enemy,  and  would  not  advance  a  ftep  without  their  ar- 
rears, fo  that  had  the  enemy  flood,  the  Colonel  muft  have  borne  the  whole 
brunt  of  the  aftion  with  his  little  army.  But  fuch  was  the  reputation  of  our 
arms,  that  though  they  had  repeated  and  certain  intelligence  of  the  fmall 
number  of  our  forces,  they  thought  it  folly  to  offer  to  contend  with  us.  Nor 
is  this  aftonifliing,  to  thofe  who  know  what  ftrong  fatalifts  thefe  Eafbern 
people  are,  who  look  on  fighting  againft  a  fortunate  man,  as  contending  with 
God  himfelf.  When  you  tell  them  of  a  fuccefsful  commander,  they  never 
afcribe  his  fucceffes  to  any  human  virtue,  but  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  fay, 
"  A  happy  fate  attends  him."  They  think,  in  fome  meafure,  with  that  king 
of  old,  who  faid,  "  The  Lord  reigneth." 

On  the  lOth  of  April,  1759,  the  Colonel  entered  Patna  in  triumph,  and 
received  the  thanks  and  congratulations  of  all  ranks  of  perfons  there.  But  to 
Meer  Jaffier  this  news  was  as  the  gift  of  life  to  a  condemned  man  :  his  troops 
that  had  furrounded  him,  and  feemed  to  rejoice  in  his  adverfity,  were  now  as 
fervile  as  they  had  been  infolent  before;  but  they  foon  felt  his  refentment,  by 
the  difmifllon  of  the  greateft  part  of  them  from  his  fervice,  convinced  at'lafl 
that  he  might  rely  on  the  Englifh.  During  the  march,  the  Colonel  had  the 
pleafure  to  hear  of  Monf.  Lally's  retreat  from  Madrafs,  after  a  fiege  of 
Cxty-feven  days. 

This  good  news  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition 
under  Major  Forde.  That  officer,  after  ftruggling  through  many  difficulties,  in 
a  long  march  through  an  enemy's  country,  and  in  want  of  money,  at  laft 
appeared  before  Mafulipatam,  with  his  little  army,  now  reduced  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred  feapoys.    He 

found 


The  Reign  of  Meer  Jaffier.  129 

found  it  a  city  fortified  after  the  European  manner,  furrounded  by  a  fait  mo- 
rafs,  and  defended  by  the  Marquis  de  Conflans,  with  four  hundred  and  fifty 
regulars,  a  hundred  citizens  and  other  Europeans,  and  fix  thoufand  difci- 
plined  feapoys.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan  was  marching 
to  the  relief  of  it,  at  the  head  of  an  immenfe  army  of  his  own,  and  a  party 
of  two  hundred  Frenchmen  ;  and  before  he  had  made  any  progrefs  in  the 
fiege,  the  Soubah  was  advanced  fo  near,  that  Major  Forde,  finding  he  could 
not  retreat  without  rifking  his  whole  army,  defperately  refolved  to  aflault  the 
place,  though  there  was  no  way  of  approaching  it,  but  through  a  morafs 
waift  deep.  Under  all  thefe  difadvantages  he  attempted  it,  and  was  fuccefs- 
ful,  though  with  the  lofs  of  a  fourth  part  of  his  little  army.  The  Marquis, 
and  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  Frenchmen,  were  taken  prifoners ;  and  the 
Soubah  of  the  Decan,  not  caring  to  contend  with  a  conqueror,  returned.  To 
add  more  to  the  Major's  fuccefles,  two  days  after  the  place  was  taken,  there 
appeared  two  French  lliips  in  the  road,  with  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  on 
board,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  who  feeing  Engliili  colours  flying,  thought 
fit  to  fail  away ;  and  the  feafon  not  permitting  their  return  to  Pondicherry,  they 
landed  at  Ganjam,  where  they  were  furrounded  by  the  country  Rajahs,  who  fo 
reduced  them  by  famine  and  fkinnifhing,  that  very  few  efcaped  to  Pondicherry ; 
'  fo  that  this  expedition  all  together  coft  the  French  a  thoufand  Europeans. 
Colonel  Clive,  at  the  Soubah's  requeflr,  now  marched  to  punifh  thofe  Rajahs 
who  had  joined  the  Sha  Zadda,  or  Prince.  Thefe  Rajahs  are  fo  powerful,  by 
the  nature  of  their  country,  that  they  had  never  been  thoroughly  fubdued,  and 
had  always  been  formidable  to  the  Nabobs  of  Patna.  When  the  Colonel  drew 
near  their  country,  two  of  them  came  and  made  their  fubmiffion,  and  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  Soubah  all  the  revenues  due  from  them  for  feveral  years 
pall.  The  third,  who  had  been  more  guilty,  kept  aloof,  and  the  Colonel 
followed  him  amidft  his  rocks  and  mountains,  expofed  to  the  mod  terrible 
heats  that  ever  Europeans  underwent ;  but  he  was  preflTed  fo  clofe,  that  at  lafJ: 
he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  under  very  fevere  terms. 

The  unfortunate  Prince,  whofe  amiable  charafter  deferved  a  better  fate, 
foon  perceived  the  Colonel  was  the  only  obftacle  to  his  fuccefs  ;  and,  having 
found  he  was  not  to  be  allured  by  the  flattering  profperity  that  for  fome  time 
attended  him,  endeavoured  now  to  make  an  impreflion  on  him  by  his  misfor- 
tunes. He  reprefented  to  the  Colonel,  in  a  very  pathetic  letter,  the  peculiar 
wretcjiednefs  of  his  fate  -,  "  That,  though  born  to  a  crown,  the  perfecution 
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"  of  the  Vizir  had  left  him  not  a  fpot  to  reft-  on  ;  that  he  had  no  intentions 
**  againft  Meer  Jaffier's  life  or  government  j  that  all  he  aimed  at,  was  an 
"  army  to  make  head  againft  the  Vizir  j  and  that,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  favour 
"  his  caufe,  the  Colonel  might  command  any  advantages  for  the  Company 
"  or  himfelf."  This  the  Colonel  communicated  to  the  Soubah's  fon  and 
Ramnaran,  who  both  agreed  it  would  be  dangerous  to  have  a  prince  of  the*- 
blood  in  any  of  the  provinces  -,  that  he  would  prove  a  conftant  fource  of  plots 
and  confpiracies  againft  the  Soubah  ;  would  draw  on  him  the  refentment  of 
the  Vizir;  and  finally  involve  the  country  in  troubles.  The  Colonel  there- 
fore fent  back  the  melTenger  with  a  refpeftful  letter,  and  a  prefent  of  five 
hundred  gold  mohurs  (about  one  thoiifand  pounds  fterling).  His  behaviour 
fo  charmed  the  Prince,  that  he  lent  him  word,  he  would  force  himfelf  under 
his  protedtion,  and  dare  him  to  deliver  him  up ;  but  the  Colonel  was  neceffi- 
tated  to  anfwer,  that  he  afted  under  the  Soubah's  orders,  and  would  therefore 
by  no  means  advife  him  to  put  himfelf  in  his  power.  The  unhappy  Prince 
was  obliged  to  feek  fome  other  refuge. 

After  thefe  fuccefleSi  Colonel  Clive  refigned  the  command  of  the  army  ta 
Colonel  Caillaud. 


The  Account  given  hy  Colonel  Caillaud  to  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons-j. 
as  given  in  the  Report  to  the  Houfe. 

■"^OUR  Committee  called  upon  Colonel  Caillaud  to  give  an  account  of 
what  he  knew  of  the  tranfaftions  preceding  the  revolution  in  1760  j 
and  he  informed  the  Committee,  That  he  was  called  to  Bengal  in  November 
1759,  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  room  of  Lord  Clive,  who 
intended  to  return  to  Europe  early  the  next  feafon  ;  that  he  arrived  two  days 
after  the  affair  of  the  Dutch;  and,  upon  his  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  that  country  at  that  time,  was  informed,  that  the  Prince  was  again 
preparing  to  enter  the  province  of  Bahar  with  a  large  army,  and  joined 
by  feveral  Zemindars  of  that  province,  who  had  not  taken  part  with  him 
the  year  before.  That  the  Nabob  of  Purhunea  had  taken  the  field  on  the 
eaftern  bank  of  the  Ganges,  about  halfway  between  Patna  and  Muxadabadj 
and  his  motives  for  fo  doing  were  thought  to  be  an  inclination  of  joining- 
the  Prince,  if  a  favourable  opportunity  offered.  Lord  Clive  judged  it  there- 
<j  fore 
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fore  expedient  that  he  fhould  march  with  a  detachment  to  Muxadabad.  He 
fet  out  from  Calcutta  in  December,  with  three  hundred  Europeans,  fifty  ar- 
tillery, fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  battalion  of  feapoys,  confifting  of  about 
a  thoufand  men,  and  arrived  at  Muxadabad  about  the  26th  of  December  ; 
and  that  on  the  6th  of  January,  Lord  Clive  and  Colonel  Forde  joined  him. 
That  Lord  Clive  then  introduced  him  to  the  Nabob  (IVTeer  Jaffier)  and  re- 
commended him  to  his  friendfhip.  On  the  14th  of  January,  Lord  Clive  and 
Colonel  Forde  fet  out  upon  their  return  ;  and  on  the  i8th  he  began  his  march 
to  Patna,  joined  by  the  Nabob's  fon,  at  the  head  of  a  large  number  of  coun- 
try forces.  There  were  a  great  many  difficulties  in  fetting  out  the  expedition; 
the  low  fl:ate  of  the  Nabob's  treafury  obliged  him  to  borrow  money  as  he 
could  get  it,  from  the  bankers,  by  mortgaging  countries  for  it.  That  about 
the  30th  of  January  he  reached  a  place,  oppofite  to  which  the  Nabob  of  Purhu- 
nea  was  encamped.  He  had  not  declai-ed  his  intentions  openly,  but  faid  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  obey  Meer  Jaffier's  orders  in  every  thing,  to  pay  all  tlie 
revenues  that  were  due,  and  to  prove  himfelf  a  faithful  fubjeft  and  fervant. 
It  was  neceffkry  to  get  more  than  thefe  general  aflTurances  from  him  j  he  was 
at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  troops,  and,  as  the  affairs  of  Patna  were  then 
fituated,  it  was  dangerous  to  leave  fuch  a  force  in  his  rear,  without  knowing 
whether  he  could  truft  them.  That  he  endeavoured  to  fettle  matters  between 
him  and  Meer  Jaffier,  who  would  accept  of  no  mediation  but  the  Co- 
lonel's, and  would  not  fee  the  young  Nabob,  but  took  his  fecurity,  and  pro- 
mifed,  if  he  faithfully  difcharged  all  the  demands  the  old  Nabob  had  on  him 
for  revenues  due,  that  he  would  Endeavour  to  get  Meer  Jaffier's  confent  that 
he  fliould  remain  in  his  command.  That  this  kept  him  feven  days;  and  at 
this  time  the  Prince  was  drawing  near  Patna ;  the  Soubah  of  that  province 
(Ramnaran)  had  a  confiderable  army  under  his  command,  befides  a  battalion  of 
our  feapoys,  that  was  left  in  garrifon  at  Patna  by  Lord  Clive.  Ramnaran 
marched  out  of  the  city  with  thefe  forces.  Colonel  Caillaud  repeatedly  wrote  to 
him,  and  prefled  him  not  to  come  to  an  aftion,  but  to  wait  his  arrival.  However, 
he  chofe  to  follow  his  own  advice;  he  engaged  the  Prince;  two  of  his  principal 
officers  deferted  him  during  the  aftion;  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  feverely 
wounded.  Four  hundred  of  our  feapoys  marched  to  his  affiftance,  when  he 
was  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  faved  him,  and  were  cut  to  pieces  themfelvcs, 
with  three  European  gentlemen,  two  officers,  and  one  gentleman  a  volunteer. 

S  .2  That 
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That  the  remainder  of  the  battalion  fecured  his  retreat  into  Patna,  which  the 
Prince  immediately  invefted.     That  he  received   news  of  this  the   iith  of 
February,   1760,  and  marched  with  all  the  expedition  in  his  power,  obliged 
him,    on   the    15th,   to   raife  the  fiege  of  Patna  j  and  on  the  aid  the  two 
armies  met  and  engaged.     That  the  young  Nabob  (Meer  Jaffier's  fon)  fol- 
lowed quite  a  contrary  difpofition  to  the  one  he  wifhed  him  to  take,  but  that 
he  faved  him  in  imminent  danger,  and  the  enemy  was  totally  routed.     That 
the  inftant  the  engagement  was  over,  the  young  Nabob  retired  to  his  tent, 
on  account  of  the  wounds  he  had  received.     That  the.witnefs  requefted  him 
to  give  him  ever  fo  fmall  a  body  of  horfe,  and  with  his  Europeans  and  fea- 
poys,  fatigued  as  they  were,  he  would  do  the  beft  to  purfue  the  enemy,  and  clear 
the  country  of  them  :  that  he  was  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties ;  and,  with  the  hand- 
ful of  troops  he  was  at  the  head  of,  fatigued  with  the  forced  marches  he  had 
made  to  raife  the  fiege,  put  it  quite  out  of  his  power  to  purfue  the  Prince; 
befides,  out  of  the  fix  pieces  of  cannon  which  he  had  in  the  field,  four  broke 
down  during  the  engagement;  and  fome  time  was  necefiTary  to  put  thofe  car- 
riages in  repair.     That  at  length  he  perfuaded  the  Nabob  to  leave  the  city  of 
Patna,  on  the  29th  of  February;  and  on  the  2d  of  March  he  received  advice, 
that    the    Prince  was    in  full    march    for   the   province  of   Bengal.      That 
he  had  the  advantage  of  a  day's  march  of  our  army,  with  an  army  com- 
pofed  almoft  entirely  of  cavalry,  unincumbered  with  baggage.     That  on  the 
7th  he  got  within  ten  miles  of  him:  he  marched  off"  in  the  night,  and  took 
his  way  acrofs  the  mountains,  to  enter  the  province  of  Bengal  in  another  part; 
a  road  through  which  no  army  before  had  ever  marched,  but  through  which, 
however,  the  Colonel  followed  him ;  and  on  the  4th  of  April  joined  the  old 
Nabob,  who  was  in  the  field.     That  on  the  6th,  with  their  united  armies, 
they  got  fo  near  the  Prince,  that  he  propofed  to  the  Nabob  to  give  him  a 
body  of  cavalry,  and  fome  fpare  horfes  to  affifl:  him,  and  he  Vv'ould  attack  the 
Prince  in  his  camp  that  night.     This  he  would  not  comply  with.     The  next 
day  he  came  up,  however,  with  the  rear  of  their  army,  a  river  only  dividing 
them :  that  he  again  fent  repeated  meffages  to  the  Nabob,  to  beg  he  would 
only  march  a  body  of  cavalry  to  keep  the  enemy   in  play  until  he  could 
come  up  with  his  infantry ;  but  this  he  would  not  confent  to,  and   the  ene- 
my marched  off"  unmolefted ;  and  in  two  days  after  took  the  fame  road  into 
the  province  of  Bahar.    That,  afraid  for  the  fafety  of  Patna,  which  he  knew  was 
deftitijte  of  troops,  he  detached  Captain  Knox,  with  two  hundred  Europeans-, 

a  bat- 
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a  battalion  of  feapoys,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  with  all  the  expedi- 
tion he  pofTibly  could  for  the  relief  of  Patna,  if  the  Prince  fliould  befiege  it. 
He  came  in  time  to  fave  the  city,  on  which  the  Prince  had  made  two  ge- 
neral   aflaults,    and   was   preparing    for    a   third    when    Captain   Knox   ar- 
rived with  fome  part  of  his  detachment,  and  again  obliged  him  to  raife  the  fiege. 
That  he  remained  in  camp,  with  the  old  Nabob  and  his  fon,  until  the  i6th  of 
May,  when  he  marched  with  the  young  Nabob  againft  the  Nabob  of  Purhunea, 
whom  the  old  Nabob  had  endeavoured  to  bring  back  to  his  duty,,  but  which 
the  other  refufed,  and  would  comply  with  none  of  his  terms,  broke  his  pro- 
mife  with  the  Colonel,  and  was  fetting  out  with  an  intention  of  joining  the 
Prince. — On  the   22d  he  again  reached  Patna,  and  crofled  the  river  there ; 
but  before  that  happened,  Captain   Knox,  whom  he   had   ordered  to  march 
from  Patna  acrofs  the  river,  and  endeavour  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  Na- 
bob  of  Purhunea,  had  taken  a  flrong  and  judicious  poft,  and  was  attacked 
by  the  Nabob's  whole  army,  and  maintained  his  poft  with  great  bravery.  That 
they  joined  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  who  on  the  27th  he  came  up  with;  the 
young  Nabob  with  his  army  in  the  rear  two  miles;  the  cannonading  began  be- 
tween the  two  armies;  he  foon  feized  their  cannon,  diflodged  them  from  all  their 
pofts,  and  would  have  obtained  a  complete  vidory,  if  foot  could  have  overtaken 
cavalry,  of  which  his  army  was  chiefly  compofed;  that  he  had  none  of  his  own, 
and  the  Nabob  would  not  fend  him  one  horfeman.    That  they  continued  pur- 
fuing  the  Nabob  of  Purhunea  until  the  3d  of  July  ;  they  were  to  have  con- 
tinued their  march  next  day,  when,  between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing,   Mr.  Lufhington  came  into  his  tent  with   a  melTenger,  and  told  him  the 
young  Nabob  was  dead  ;  which  he  was  told  was  by  a  flafh  of  lightning,  as 
he  lay  on  his  bed.     In  a  few   minutes   after,  his  Duan  (or  prime  minifter) 
came  to  the  Colonel   in  the  greateft  diftrefs,   aflfuring  him,  that  if  fomethino- 
was  not  immediately  done,  the  confequence  would  be  the  plunder  of  the 
camp,    and   the   Nabob's    troops    marching    off    wherever    they    thought 
proper :    there  was  no  way  to  prevent  the   confufion    which    muft  follow, 
but    to    endeavour   to    keep    his    death   a  fecret    from    the   army,    that  we 
might  gain  time  to  bring  over  fome  of  the   officers  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence, and  attach  them  to  our  intereft.     The  Colonel   fent  for  one  or  two 
of  thofe  he  thought  he  could  moft  confide  in,  told  them  the  ftory,  and  re- 
quefted,  as  a  mark  of  the  regard  they  had  for  their  old  mafter,  to  continue 
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faithful  in  his  fcrvice;  and  to  bring  over,  by  degrees,  as  many  others- 
as  they  could  to  this  way  of  thinking ;  that  he,  on  his  part,  would  ufe 
all  his  endeavours  with  the  Nabob,  that  all  the  arrears  of  pay,  and  all 
the  juft  demands  they  might  have,  fliould  be  fettled  to  their  fatisfaftlon. 
The  Colonel  then  determined  the  army  Iliould  march  back  towards  Patna, 
and  give  out  that  the  young  Nabob  was  ill  j  this  was  performed  in  feven 
days,  and  during  this  whole  time,  except  the  people  who  were  entruded 
\vith  the  fecret,  the  army  had  no  knowledge  of  the  young  Nabob's  death. — 
The  Colonel  faid  this  was  the  narrative  of  his  campaign. 

Colonel  Caillaud  then  read  to  the  Committee  the  following  letter. 


To  the  Honourable  J.  Z.  Holwell,  Efq\  Preftdent  and  Governor  of  Fort  TFHlicm. 

"SIR,  "  Camp  at  Balkiffen's  Gardens,  29th  of  May,  1760. 

"  T  AM  honoured  this  day  with  your  favour  of  the  24th  inftant.  My  hill 
letters  of  the  24th,  and  of  yefterday  of  the  28th,  contain  all  I  can 
urge  in  favour  of  our  return  to  Patna  with  the  young  Nabob.  You  feem 
alio  convinced  of  the  necelTity  of  it.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  find  it  further 
confirmed  by  the  fentiments  of  the  feled  Committee.  I  am  not  mailer 
enough  of  the  fubjeft,  to  know  how  the  Company's  inveftment  of  falt-petre 
will  be  fo  much  hurt  this  year  j  but  this  I  am  very  confident  of,  that  if  we 
do  not  find  fuccours,  the  whole  province  may  be  loft,  and  many  years  inveft- 
ment to  come. 

"  I  WILL  endeavour  now.  Sir,  to  reply  as  fully  as  I  can  to  the  fubjedl  on 
which  you  defire  fo  earneftly  to  know  my  fentiments  j  and  hope  what  I  have 
to  fay  will  fo  fully  fatisfy  you,  that  I  need  not  at  leaft  leave  the  army  until 
the  campaign  is  quite  concluded,  as  I  think  it  cannot  be  done  without  pre- 
judice to  our  affairs. 

"  As  to  the  man  whofe  caufe  we  now  fupport,  Meer  Jaffier,  I  cannot  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  we  can  get  rid  of  him  for  a  better,  without  running  the  rifk  of  much 
greater  inconveniences  attending  fuch  a  change,  than  thofe  we  now  labour  under. 
— I  prefume  the  eftablifhing  tranquillity  in  thefe  provinces,  would  reftore  to 
us  all  the  advantages  of  trade  we  could  wilh,  for  the  profit  and  honour  of  our 
-employers  i  and  I  think  we  bid  fairer  to  bring  that  tranquillity  about  by  our 
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prcfent  influence  over  the  Soubah,    and  by  fupporting  him,    than  by  any 
change  which  can  be  made. — No  new  revolution   can   take  place  without  a 
certainty  of  troubles ;  and  a  revolution  will  certainly  be  the  confequence, 
whenever  we  withdraw  our  proteflion  from  him. — We  cannot  in  prudence 
neither,  I  believe,  leave  this  revolution  to  chance ;  we  muft,  in  fome  degree, 
be  inftrumental  to  bringing  it  about :  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  is  very  pofTible  we 
may  raife  a  man  to  the  dignity  juft  as  unfit  to  govern,  as  little  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  and,  in  fhort,  as  great  a  rogue  as  our  Nabob  j  but  perhaps 
not  fo  great  a  coward,  nor  fo  great  a  fool,  and  of  confequence  much  more 
difficult  to  manage. — As  to  the  injuftice  of  fupporting  this  man,  on  account 
of  his  cruelties,  oppreflions,  and  his  being  detefted  in  his  government,  I  fee 
fo  little  chance  in  this  bleffed  country  of  finding  a  man  endued  with  the 
oppofite  virtues,  that  I  think  we  may  put  up  with  thefe  vices,  with  which 
we  have  no  concern,  if  in  other  matters  we  find  him  fitted  for  our  purpofe. 

"  As  to  his  breach  of  his  treaty,  by  introducing  the  Dutch  laft  year,  that 
was  never  fo  clearly  proved,  I  believe,  but  to  admit  of  fome  doubt.— Co- 
lonel Clive,  before  he  left  tlie  country,  feemed  fatisfied  that  what  was  fuf- 
picious  in  his  conduct  in  that  afi^'air,  proceeded  not  from  aftual  guilt,  buc 
from  the  timidity  of  his  nature :  but  if  we  ftill  fufpeft  him,  from  further  cir- 
cumftances,  we  have  it  always  in  our  power  to  put  it  to  the  tefl  at  once,  by 
making  him  adl  as  he  ought,  whether  he  will  or  no.  With  regard  to  draw- 
ing our  fv/ords  againft  the  lawful  Prince  of  the  country,  no  man  can  more 
pity  his  misfortune  than  I  have  done,  nor  would  any  one  be  more  willing- 
and  happy  to  be  inftrumental  in  afllfting  him  to  recover  his  juft  right. — But 
fuch  a  plan  is  not  the  thought  of  a  day,  nor  the  execution  of  it  the  work 
of  a  few  months  :  there  is  a  powerful  party  ftill  remaining  ;  the  Vizir,  with 
the  Mharratas  and  Jutes,  who,  notwithftanding  the  conftant  fuccefs  of  Ab- 
dallah  againft  them,  ftill  make  head  againft  him  ;  and  fuch  are  their  refources 
and  their  numbers,  that  I  believe  they  will  at  laft  oblige  the  Patans  to  leave 
the  country,  for  though  they  cannot  beat  them  fairly  out  of  the  field,  they 
bid  fair  to  ftarve  them  out  of  the  country. 

"  You  have,  no  doubt,  received  advice  from  Mr.  Haftings,  that  Abdallah 
has  fent  orders  to  the  feveral  powers  to  acknowledge  the  Prince  King  of 
Indoftan,  by  the  name  of  Shah  Allum :  rupees   are  ftruck   by  his  orders  at 
Banaras  and  Lacknow,  in  that  name;  orders  are  alfo  given  to  Sujah  Dowla, 
to  accept  the  poft  of  Vizir ;  and  our  Nabob  has  got,  it  is  faid,  inftru(51:ions 
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to  acknowledge  him,  and  pay  him  the  obeifance  due  to  the  King  of  Kings, 
as  he  is  ftiled. 

*'  If  we  were  perfeftly  fure  Abdallah  would  remain,  as  he  fays,  until  he 
faw  the  Prince  well  fixed  on  the  throne,  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  country  reftored ;  we  might,  I  think,  all  joined  together,  be  a  match  for 
the  Mharratas :  but  we  muft  be  well  afTured  that  Abdallah  will  heartily  enter, 
and  when  entered,  will  firmly  fupport  the  caufe  ;  for,  fhould  this  appointment 
of  his  be  no  more  (as  it  is  poflible)  than  a  finiihing  flroke  to  end  his  ex- 
pedition with  the  eclat  of  having  given  us  a  Mogul,  and,  when  a  certain 
number  of  the  country  powers  had  entered  into  the  alliance,  he  fhould  think 
of  a  return  to  his  own  country,  and  leave  us  to  fight  it  out  with  the  other 
contending  party,  I  fear  the  Vizir  and  Mharratas  would  be  too  ftrong  for 
thofe  who  remained  of  the  alliance,  fuppofing  them  to  be  the  Ruellahs,  and 
Sujah  Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  of  Bengal.  —  However,  fuppofmg  all  this 
fhould  take  place,  why  may  it  not  be  done  with  our  Nabob  in  our  hand, 
ftill  his  friends  and  his  proteftors  ? 

"  I  AM  this  inflant  favoured  with  your's  of  the  25th,  and  I  find  by  your 
poflfcript,  that  your  opinion  and  mine,  with  regard  to  the  Prince,  do  not 
differ  much;  I  have  no  objeftion  to  follow  the  plan  you  propofe.  Let  Mr. 
Haftings  found  the  old  Nabob,  and  I  will  go  to  work  with  the  young  one, 
who  joins  me  this  day. 

"  We  may  continue  our  march  on  to  Patna,  the  rains  will  give  us  time  to 
negotiate ;  fo  fee  we  go  on  fure  grounds,  and  make  fuch  a  plan  of  the  al- 
liance as  will  do  us  honour,  and  be  an  advantage  to  our  country  and  our 
employers.  But  let  us  not  abandon  the  Nabob  ;  befides  the  realbns  I  have 
urged  above,  one  more  itill  remains,  which  I  believe  will  have  fome  weight, 
and  make  us  cautious  how  we  attempt,  without  very  ftrong  and  urgent  rea- 
fons,  any  change  in  the  prefent  fyftem. 

"  You  are  well  acquainted.  Sir,  with  the  caufe  which  firft  gave  rife  to 
the  prefent  fhare  of  influence  which  we  enjoy  in  this  part  of  the  Mogul's 
empire  i  ajuft  refentment  for  injuries  received  was  the  firft  motive  which 
induced  us  to  make  trial  of  our  ftrength  :  the  eafe  with  which  we  fucceeded 
enlarged  our  views,  and  made  us  chearfully  embrace  all  opportunities  of  in- 
creafing  that  intereft  and  influence,  both  on  account  of  the  advantages  which 
accrued  from  it  to  the  Company,  as  likewife  the  hopes  that  it  might  in  time 
prove  a  fource  of  benefit  and  riches  to  our  country.     Such  were,  I  believe, 
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the  motives  of  Colonel  Cllve's  adlions  during  his  adminiftrarion  j  fuch,  H 
believe,  were  the  views  of  the  Company,  when  they  folicited  and  obtained 
Colonel  Coote's  regiment  from  the  government  j  and  fuch,  I  am  certain,  is 
the  plan  which  the  Colonel  propofes  on  his  return  to  purfue  and  to  fupport, 
in  hopes  to  convince  the  Miniftry  and  the  Company,  as  he  is  convinced 
himfelf,  that  if  they  pleafe  to  fupport  his  projeft,  it  will  prove  of  the  greateft 
advantage  to  the  public.  If  I  have  ftated  our  fituation  right,  it  follows,  I 
believe,  of  courfe,  that  we  are  bound  to  work  on  the  fame  plan,  to  a£t  on 
the  fame  principles,  and  to  keep  up  the  fyflem  as  perfeft  and  entire  as  ic 
was  left  in  our  hands  -,  that  whatever  refolutions  the  nation  or  the  Company 
may  come  to,  on  Colonel  Clive's  reprefentations,  they  may  not  be  difap- 
pointed,  by  finding  here  (at  leaft  through  our  faults)  any  very  material  change 
in  our  fituation,  power,  or  credit. 

**  One  word  more.  All  we  can  wifh  to  do  is,  not  to  fufFer  the  Nabob  to 
impofe  on  us,  and  to  check  every  beginning  of  an  independence,  he  may 
endeavour  to  affume.  Let  us  confult  and  improve,  on  every  occafion  that 
offers,  the  honour  and  advantage  of  our  employers,  and  the  increafe  of  their  trade 
and  credit ;  and  not  let  them  fuffer  any  additional  expence  on  account  of  pur- 
fuing  any  plan,  or  fupporting  any  fyftem  whatever.  By  adling  thus,  I  think 
we  cannot  err ;  we  run  at  leaft  no  rifle ;  and,  I  believe,  the  Company's  affairs 
may  be  conducted  by  us,  under  this  Soubah,  as  much  to  their  advantage  and 
credit,  as  any  other  whom  a  revolution  may  place  in  the  government. 

"  Inclosed,  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  Mr.  Amyatt's  laft  letter,  received 
this  morning.  We  have  had,  as  you  will  fee,  another  brufli  with  the  Prince's 
troops,  and  with  great  fuccefs  ;  however,  if  the  other  plan  goes  on,  we  muft 
put  an  end  to  this  fighting  fyftem,  and  talk  coolly  on  affairs.  I  fhall  expedt 
the  favour  of  your  opinion  with  great  impatience :  and  have  the  honour  to 
alTur^  you,  that  I  am,  with  perfed  efteem  and  refpeft. 


JOHN  CAILLAUD.' 


Soon 
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Soon  after  Colonel  Caillaud  arrived  at  Patna,  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
1760,  he  received  advice  of  Mr.  Vanfittart's  arrival  at  Calcuttaj  as  Gover- 
nor. 

STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  ON  MR.  VANSITTART's  ARRIVAL. 

Mr.  Holwell's  Addrefs  to  Mr.  Vanftttart,  ^th  Auguft,   1760. 

Fort  William  the  4th  Auguft  1760. 
Monday.  At  a  Seleft  Committee  ;  Prefent, 

The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident, 
William  Brightwell  Sumner,  Efq; 
John  Zephaniah  Holwell,  Efq; 
William  M'Guire,  Efq; 

Agreeable  to  the  Prefident's  requeft,  Mr.  Holwell  now  lays  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  fhort  addrefs,  with  fuch  rem.arks,  and  memorials,  as  may  convey 
to  the  Prefident  a  knowledge  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Company's 
affairs  in  thefe  provinces. 

"  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
"  A  S  my  health,  and  the  confideration  of  other  circumftances,  will  foon 
oblige  me  to  requeft  permiffion  from  the  Board  to  refign  the  fervice, 
I  beg  leave,  previous  to  that  ftep,  to  accompany  this  ftiort  addrefs  with  fuch 
remarks  and  memorials  as  may  convey  to  the  honourable  the  Prefident  (Ja 
lately  arrived  amongft  us)  a  knowledge  of  the  prefent  ftate  and  fituation  of 
the  Company's  affairs,  as  they  ftand  connected  with,  or  depend  on,  the  go- 
vernment of  Bengal. 

"  To  form  a  judgment  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  in  Bengal,  it  will  be 
needful  to  take  a  retrofpecl  view  of  the  late  revolution  in  the  year  1757, 
when  necelTity,  and  a  juft  refentment  for  the  moft  cruel  injuries,  obliged  us 
to  enter  into  a  plan  to  deprive  Surajah  Dowla  of  his  government;  which  was 
accordingly  done,  and  Meer  Jaffier  fixed  by  us  at  the  head  of  the  provinces, 
on  certain  conditions,  and  under  treaty  of  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive. 

"  A  SHORT  fpace  of  time  fully  proved  how  unworthy  the  family  thus  raifed  : 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty  could  not  be  obtained  froni  the  Nabob  without 
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being  in  a  manner  extorted  from  him ;  and,  by  a  thoufand  Ihifts  and  evafions, 
it  was  plain  to  the  world  no  fingle  article  would  ever  have  been  complied 
with,  had  the  Nabob  been  invefted  with  power  fufficient  to  have  prevented 
it,  or  could  he  have  diverted  himfelf  of  his  own  fears  and  apprehenfions  from 
our  refentments. 

"  Tankas  (grants  of  revenue)  on  the  lands  wre  however  granted  for  the 
payment  of  the  ftipulated  fums,  by  which  every  harpy  employed  in  the  re- 
venue became  our  implacable  enemies ;  and  confequently, 

"  A  PARTY  was  foon  raifed  at  the  Durbar,  headed  by  the  Nabob's  fbn, 
who  were  daily  planning  fchemes  to  fhake  off  their  dependence  on  the  En- 
glilli,  and  continually  urging  to  the  Nabob,  that  until  this  was  effefted  his 
government  was  a  name  only:  the  Nabob,  weak  and  irrefolute  in  himfelf 
fell  too  foon  into  thefe  fentiments. 

"  The  firft  ftep  taken  to  accomplifli  this  meafure  of  independence,  was 
to  aflaffinate,  or  take  off,  under  one  pretence  or  other,  every  minifter  and 
officer  at  the  Durbar,  whom  they  knew  were  attached  to  the  Englifh.  In  con- 
fequence  of  which  Coza  Hoddy,  and  Cuzzum  Ally  Khan,  firft  and  fecond  Buxy 
(pay-mafter)  were  afiaffinated  in  November  and  December  1758}  and,  after 
many  attempts  made  on  the  perfons  of  Rheim  Khan,  and  Golam  Shaw,  his  uncle 
and  brother,  they  were  obliged  to  feek  an  afylumwith  the  Sha  Zaddah,  1759.: 
— Roydullub,  his  fon,  and  four  brothers,  were  profcribed,  on  no  account 
but  that  of  the  various  informations  he  gave  us,  and  his  firm  attachment. 
This  family  would  have  fallen  a  facrifice,  had  they  not  been  refcued  out  of 
the  Nabob's  hands  by  force  of  arms.  Amier  Beg  Khan  would  from  the  fame 
caufe  have  fufFered  the  fame  fate,  had  he  not  given  his  folemn  engage- 
ment to.  quit  the  kingdom;  which  he  accordingly  did. 

"-  When  the  provinces  were  invaded  by  the  Sha  Zaddah,  on  the  fide  of 
Patna,  though  the  undoubted  heir  to  the  kingdom,  Colonel  Clive  drove  him 
beyond  the  Curramnaflar,  and  brought  the  country  into  fubjeiflion  to  the 
Nabob. 

"  The  Sha  Zaddah,  or  Prince,  more  than  once  wrote  to  the  Colonel,  ofFerinw 
any  terms  for  the  Company  and  himfelf,  on  condition  the  Englifh  would  quit 
the  Nabob,  and  join  his  arms;  but  the  Colonel,  thinking  it  incompatible  with 
our  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  gave  the  Prince  no  encouragement. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  campaign  the  Colonel  returned  to  us,  in  June  1759, 
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and  Meer  Jaffier  and  his  fon  arrived  at  the  city  about  the  fame  time,  with 
full  conviftion  of  our  finn  attachment,  and  our  religious  regard  to^  our 
treaties.  But  thinking  thcmlelves  now  better  eflablifhed  in  the  government, 
and  fcreened  by  fuch  a  fure  and  powerful  fupport  as  our  arms,  be- 
gan to  fet  no  bounds  to  their  cruelties,  opprefTions,  and  exaftions  from 
thofe  who  had  any  thing  to  be  plundered  of — And  this  barely  received  a 
check  from  the  fevere  and  frequent  remonftrances  of  Colonel  Clive  to  the 
Nabob,  on  a  conduft  which  he  foretold  him  muft,  from  the  general  de- 
teftation  of  his  people,  end  in  the  deftrudlion  of  himfelf,  family,  and  coun- 
try.— His  troops,  clamorous  at  the  fame  time  for  their  pay,  whilft  the  Na- 
bob, in  place  of  appropriating  the  fums  he  had  acquired  by  repeated  affaf- 
finations,  to  the  juft  demands  of  his  jemmautdars  and  troops,  lavifhed  the 
fame  in  boundlefs  extravagancies. 

"  About  the  latter  end  of  July  1759,  the  young  Nabob  arrived,  on  a 
pretended  vifit  to  Colonel  Clive  ;  but  the  real  motive  was  to  negociate,  if 
polTible,  the  delivery  of  Roydullub,  and  two  or  three  other  articles  given 
him  in  charge  by  his  father  j  fuch  as  the  furrender  of  the  tanka  lands  on 
fecurity;  the  borrowing  of  us  a  large  fum  of  money ;  &c.  In  thefe,  the 
fon  proving  unfuccefsful,  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  fele<5t  Committee,  was, 
at  his  defire,  fent  to  accompany  him  to  the  city,  to  reconcile  the  Nabob  to 
the  negatives  his  fon  had  received  at  Calcutta ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  in- 
timate to  him  the  advice  we  had  received,  that  a  large  armament  was  fitting 
out  at  Batavia,  deftined  for  Bengal,  and  to  penetrate,  if  pollible,  his  fen- 
timents  on  this  occafion,  and  what  refolutions  he  would  come  to,  in  cafe 
that  force  arrived  in  the  river. 

"  He  was  not  to  be  reconciled  to  the  refufals  his  fon  had  met,  but  de- 
termined to  try  his  own  power,  and  declared  his  intention  to  pay  the  Co- 
lonel a  vifit  himfelf  in  September ;  which  he  did,  with  fuccefs  equal  to  his 
fon.  He  feemed  to  make  light  of  the  Dutch  intelligence,  and  not  to  give 
credit  to  it,  though  he  difcovered  much  perplexity.  However,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Colonel,  demanding  our  afllftance,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  in  cafe  the  Dutch  troops  came  into  the  river. 

"  The  armament  arrived  during  his  vifit ;  his  fiay  after  that  was  fhort ; 
his  mind  feemed  much  embarrafled,  and  his  whole  fubfequent  conduft  gave 
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moft  undoubted  proofs,  that  the  Dutch  forces  were  arrived  by  his  invitation. 
That  fuch  were  the  fentiments  of  Colonel  Clive  and  the  Council,  appears 
from  the  narrative  of  that  Dutch  bufinefs,  tranfmitted  to  the  honourable  ti;e 
Court  of  Diredtors,  and  to  our  feveral  Admirals.  A  perufal  of  this  narra- 
tive will  convince  the  impartial,  tliat  the  Nabob,  in  his  behaviour  on  this 
occafion,  was  guilty  of  a  moft  flagitious  breach  of  the  article  of  the  treaty 
of  alliance ;  and  from  that  period,  no  terms  whatever  fhould  have  been 
preferved  with  him,  after  fuch  unexampled  treachery  and  ingratitude.  To 
which,  by  way  of  illuftration,  we  may  add  the  fubfequent  farces  carried  on 
between  the  Nabobs  and  the  Dutch,  as  fet  forth  in  the  feveral  letters  be- 
tween Mr.  Holwell  and  the  refident  at  Morauxbag,  on  this  fubjedl ;  by 
reference  to  which  it  will  appear  moft  manifeft,  that  the  Nabob's  real  inten- 
tions never  were  to  diftrefs  efFeftually  that  people,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
were  only  aimed  to  amufe  and  deceive  us ;  witnefs  the  private  orders  and 
inftrudions  given  to  Mhir  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  fo  oppofite  to  his  public  ones, 
when  he  was  fent  down  to  demolifh  the  new  works  at  Chinfura :  in  the  ap- 
parent delays  of  this  fervice,  Coflim  Ally  Khan  fuffered  much  in  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Prefident,  tho'  unjuftly,  as  we  fubfequently  learnt  he  was  afting 
conformable  to  the  private  orders  of  the  Nabob. 

"  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1760,  the  Prince  invaded  the  pro- 
vinces again,  with  a  force  more  refpeftable  than  the  preceding  year,  both  in 
troops  and  commanders,  by  the  revolt  of  Camgaar  Khan,  Golam  Shaw,  Reim 
Khan,  and  others  j  the  Nabob,  by  this  time,  having  made  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily fo  univerfally  hated,  that  we  may  juftly  fay  there  was  hardly  a  man  in 
the  provinces  that  did  not  wifti  fuccefs  to  the  Prince. 

"  Colonel  Clive  refigned  the  government  early  in  February  1760,  about 
which  time  the  Mharattas  entered  the  province,  from  the  fouthward,  making  a 
confiderable  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Prince.  The  Nabob  demanded  a  body  of 
our  troops,  feapoys,  and  field  artillery,  for  the  defence  of  this  country,  to  join  his, 
•under  the  command  of  MhlrCoflim  Ally  Khan, which  was  granted;  but  their  ufe 
was  fruftrated  by  the  Nabob's  pufillanimous,  irregular,  and  contradiftory  orders 
to  his  General,  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  to  march  with  our  troops  to  Cutwali,  and 
the  city,  in  place  of  marching  direftly  to  the  fouthward.  Thus  this  country 
fell  a  prey  to  the  Mharattas,  and  a  flop  was  put  to  the  collefting  our  tankas, 
on  which  was  our  greateft  dependence  and  expeilation  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1760, 
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"  Our  troopsj  under  the  command  of  Major  Caillaud,  had  taken  the 
field  in  conjunftion  with  the  Nabob's,  under  the  command  of  his  fon,  fome 
time  before  Colonel  Clive's  departure  for  Europe,  and  Ihaped  their  route  to- 
wards Patna,  whilft  the  Nabob  himfelf  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rajambol. 

""  This  campaign,  like  the  former,  has  produced  no  definitive  aftion,  to 
lay  the  leaft  foundation  of  a  peace  to  thefe  provinces.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
campaign  three  morally  fure  and  important  opportunities  were  loft,  by  the 
cowardice  of  both  the  Nabobs ;  the  firft,  when  the  young  Nabob  refufed 
to  join  the  Major  in  the  immediate  purfuit  of  the  Prince,  when  routed 
near  Patna ;  the  fecond,  when  the  old  Nabob  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
Major's  earneft  requeft  and  demand,  to  crofs  his  horfe  over  the  Burdowan 
river,  and  attack  the  Prince,  when  united  with  Subut,  &c.;  the  third,  when 
in  the  late  purfuit  of  Cuddein  Hoffein  Khan,  the  young  Nabob  refufed  to 
lead  or  detach  his  horfe  to  the  Major's  alTiftance,  by  which  a  general  aftion 
might  have  been  brought  on ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  kept  encamped  two 
or  three  miles  in  the  Major's  rear,  as  if  his  intentions  were  to  leave  our 
troops  without  horfe,  a  facrifice  to  the  enemy.  Had  the  moft  been  made  of 
any  of  thefe  favourable  occafiotis,  the  ftroke  had,  in  all  human  probability, 
been  decifive  j  as  it  is,  it  only  proves,  that  we  continue  to  draw  our  fwords 
in  fupport  of  a  family  moft  unworthy  the  government  they  have  by  our  alTift- 
ance  ufurped ;  and  this  to  the  manifeft  hazard  and  ruin  of  the  Company's 
trade  and  concerns. 

"  On  the  near  approach  of  the  Major  to  Patna  he  received  a  phirmaund 
(patent  or  grant)  from  the  Prince,  of  which  he  advifed  the  Board.  The  Major 
received  intelligence,  that  the  old  Nabob  had  aftually  a  Vakeel  (an  agent)  in 
the  Prince's  camp,  and  that  he  was  negociating  a  feparate  treaty  with  him : 
this  appeared  to  have  fo  dangerous  a  tendency,  that  any  means  were  eligible 
to  obtain  the  truth  of  it. 

"  Patna  is  relieved,  and  fecure  for  the  prefent.  Cuddein  Hoflein  Khan 
is  difpofTefled  of  his  government,  and  drove  out  of  the  country,  but  with 
all  his  treafure  and  valuable  efFeds,  to  the  reproach  and  infamy  of  the  young 
Nabob's  memory ;  fo  that  after  the  rains  he  will  eafily  join  the  Prince  with 
the  efientials  of  war,  which  he  only  wants,  to  harrafs  the  provinces.  The 
young  Nabob  is  taken  off  by  a  flafti  of  lightning,  and  our  troops  are  gone 
into  quarters,  after  having  done  as  much,  or  more,  than  could  have  been 
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expected,  from  men  fo  wretchedly  fupported  by  thofe  very  people,  for  whofe 
prefervation  they  endured  every  diftrefs  and  fatigue,  and  braved  variety  of 
deaths. 

"  The  Prince  has  found  means  to  preferve  to  himfelf  and  forces  a  footing  on 
this  fide  the  Soane,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Patna.  Our  fupplies  from 
thence  will  be  again  cut  off,  and  the  Company's  affairs  be  reduced  to 
the  laft  extremity  of  diftrefs,  unlefs  the  approaching  fliips  of  the  feafon  relieve 
us,  or  the  whole  rents  of  thofe  lands  could  be  collefted  during  the  rains. 
The  latter  is  hardly  poffible,  in  any  ferviceable  degree,  and  the  former  carries 
very  little  probability.  The  late  propofal  of  the  Nabob's,  to  pay  our  balances, 
and  refume  his  lands,  is  devoutly  to  be  wilhed  i  but  it  is  likewife  to  be  feared 
he  has  no  meaning  in  it." 


CONSULTATIONS. 

Fort  William,  September  the  1 1 th,  1760. 

/■^LONEL  CAILLAUD  arrives  at  Calcutta,  informs  the  Committee  that 
he  left  Patna  the  31ft  of  laft  month,  at  which  time  the  Prince  was  at 
Dowdnagore,  on  this  fide  the  Soane ;  that  all  the  reports  of  his  crofling  it 
were  overj  and  that  Monfieur  Laws,  with  Mawdarah  Dawlett,  were  preparing 
to  repafs  the  river  and  join  him.  It  was  faid  their  next  motion  would  be  to- 
wards Camdar  Khan,  with  whom  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  were  to 
be  fettled. 

Before  we  refolve  upon  a  plan  of  future  operations,  we  v/ill  attempt  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  ftate  the  Company's  affairs  are  now  in,  and  this  not  to  be 
-confined  to  Bengals,  but  with  regard  alio  to  the  exigencies  of  the  other  fettle- 
ments,  who  are  told  to  depend  on  this  for  fupplies  of  money: — our  influence 
increafing  from  time  to  time  fince  the  revolution  brought  about  by  Colonel 
Clive,  fo  have  we  been  obliged  to  increafe  our  force  to  fupport  that  influence. 
We  have  now  more  than  a  thoufand  Europeans,  and  five  thoufand  feapoys., 
which,  with  the  contingent  expences  of  an  army,  is  far  more  than  the  revenues 
allotted  for  their  maintenance.  This  deficiency  was  not  fo  much  attended  to 
whilft  the  immenfe  fums  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  were  coming  in  ;  but,  thefe 
refources  being  now  quite  exhaufted,    and  no  fupplies  of  money  coming  from 
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Europe,  it  becomes  immediately  neceflary  to  fecure  to  the  Company  fuch  an 
income  as  will  bear  them  clear  of  charges,  and  bring  in,  befides,  a  fupply  for 
the  emergencies  of  their  other  fettlements,  and  for  providing  cargoes  for 
loading  home  their  fhips. — The  firft  queftion  then  that  naturally  occurs 
is  this  : 

Whether  that  great  force  is  wanted  ?  That  a  lefs  force  would  fecure  the 
fettlement  of  Fort  William,  with  its  former  bounds,  againft  every  thing  that 
is  now  in  the  country,  is  not  to  be  doubted ;  but  it  is  as  certain,  that  nothing 
but  that  influence  and  weight,  which  we  maintain  by  the  largenefs  of  our 
force,  can  pofTibly  prevent  the  well-known  defigns  of  the  two  principal  Euro- 
pean powers,  who  have  long  fliared  with  us  the  benefit  of  the  trade  of  this 
country ;  and  to  this  we  may  add,  that  the  nearer  we  approach  to  a  peace  in 
Europe,  the  nearer  we  are  to  our  danger  here. 

These  confiderations  having  their  due  weight,  we  believe  few  will  difpute 
the  neceflity  of  keeping  up  our  prefent  force,  perhaps  augmenting  it :  this 
granted,  it  follows,  that  means  mufl.  be  found  within  ourfelves  of  fupporting 
the  expence ;  and  thefe  means  can  be  no  other  than  a  proportionable  fhare 
of  the  revenues  of  the  country. 

By  the  treaty  made  with  the  prefent  Nabob,  he  is  obliged,  as  often  as  it 
may  be  requifite  for  our  troops  to  take  the  field,  to  furnifli  a  lack  of  rupees 
a  month  for  their  expence ;  but  the  uncertainty  of  this  payment  has  been  too 
long  experienced  to  be  any  more  depended  on  j  nor  indeed  is  it  by  any  means 
fufEcient  to  anfwer  the  purpofe,  fuppofing  the  payments  regularly  made :  it 
mull  therefore  be  propofed  to  the  Nabob,  to  affign  to  the  Company  a  much 
larger  income,  and  to  afTign  it  in  fuch  a  full  and  ample  manner,  by  giving  to 
the  Company  the  fole  right  of  fuch  diftrifts  as  lie  mofl  convenient  for  our 
management ;  that  we  may  no  longer  be  fubjeft  to  the  inconveniences  we  ex- 
perienced from  the  late  grants,  being  orders  only  on  a  certain  part  of  the 
revenues. — ^From  the  experienced  weaknefs  and  unfteadinefs  of  the  Nabob 
himfelf,  and  the  nature  of  thofe  dependents  who  now  rule  him,  and  who  by 
felf-interefted  views  muft  naturally  oppole  every  increafe  of  our  power,  as 
their  own  will,  of  courfe,  be  proportionably  leflened ;  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  fuch  a  propoial  would  meet  with  all  the  difficulties  that  could  pofTibly  be 
thrown  in  our  way.  Notwithftanding  thofe  difficulties,  we  will  fuppofe  we 
fhould  have  weight  enough  to  over-rule  his  counfellors,  and  to  obtain  his 
confent.     We  then  juft  keep  our  prefent  footing.    We  have  a  fund  for  pay- 
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ino-  our  troops ;  and  thofe  troops  muft  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Na- 
bob and  this  fervice,  the  fame  as  for  thefe  two  laft  years,  in  oppofing  the 
Prince,  whofe  defigns  upon  thefe  provinces  it  is  ahnoft  certain  will  be 
purfued. 

From  the  experience  of  thefe  two  years,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  our  troops, 
although  always  viftorious  in  the  field,  yet  they  cannot,  by  their  fuccefs,  put 
an  end  to  the  troubles :  the  fame  caufe  which  has  prevented  it  ftill  cxifts ;  the 
nature  of  thofe  people,  in  alliance  with  whom  we  are  to  aft,  who  will  not 
purfue  the  advantages  we  gain ;  and  we  not  having  the  means  in  our  power, 
for  want  of  a  body  of  cavalry  under  our  command. — Thus  the  war  may  be 
protradled  for  years  to  come ;  and  every  year  the  Nabob's  circumftances  grow 
worfe  and  worfe,  through  an  increafe  of  expence  and  lofs  of  revenue,  not 
only  by  the  devaftations  the  enemy  make,  but  by  the  continual  defeftion  of 
fome  of  his  own  Rajahs  and  dependents:  many  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  laft 
years  have  declared  themfelves;  and  that  others  are  ripe  for  doing  the  fame  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  particularly  the  Rajah  of  Beerboon,  in  a  letter  the  Gover- 
nor lately  received  from  him,  has  fpoke  his  fentiments  very  freely.  The  pro- 
vince of  Patna  is  already  fo  much  reduced  by  the  two  lafb  campaigns,  as  to 
be  incapable  of  affording  fubfiftence  to  the  Prince  any  longer,  who  muft  al- 
ways find  on  the  fpot  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  having  no  refources 
within  himfelf ;  and  who  confequently  muft,  through  neceftity,  attempt  next 
year  to  penetrate  further  into  Bengal. 

It  is  therefore  next  to  be  confidered,  whether  it  is  beft,  for  the  intereft  of  the 
Nabob,  to  purfue  the  prefent  meafures,  by  continuing  to  oppofe  the  Prince, 
or  to  fupport  him  in  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Dehli : — The  two  parties 
ftill  fubfift,  between  whom  the  throne  is  difputed  ;  or  rather,  who  ftiall  give  a 
king  to  that  throne.  One  of  thofe  parties  has  repeatedly  invited  tiie  Prince  ; 
and  it  is  well  known  what  offers  he  has  made,  both  to  the  Nabob  and 
us,  for  our  alTiftance :  the  fame  reafons  may  be  fuppofed  yet  to  have  their 
weight  with  him,  while  the  difpute  remains  undecided;  and  is  it  not  probable 
that  fuch  an  affiftance  given  to  the  Prince,  and  thrown  into  Abdallah's  fcale, 
would  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize  ?  The  immediate  confequence  of 
this  to  Bengal  would  be  clearing  the  country  of  an  enemy,  by  removing  the 
caufe  whence  all  the  late  troubles  and  confufion  have  arofe ;  and  if  we  with 
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reafon  flatter  ourfelves  we  fhould  fucceed,  what  advantages  may  not  the  Com- 
pany expert  ? 

Supposing  this  change  of  meafures  does  not  appear  to  the  Nabob  in  the 
light  we  have  reprefented,  it  is  to  be  confidered  whether  the  exigencies  of 
the  Company's  affairs,  before  defcribed,  da  not  require  our  forming  fuch  con- 
nexions, independently  of  him,  as  may  over-rule  the  advice  and  fway  of  his 
creatures  and  minifters. 

The  death  of  the  young  Nabob  having  created  a  number  of  feparate 
interefts,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  conciliate  to  the  fatisfaction  of  all,  and 
thereby  gives  the  faireft  opportunity  to  any  other  European  power  to  gain 
a  party  to  fiipport  them  in  their  defigns  of  eftablilhing  an  influence  here,  is  an 
inducement  to  make  us  follow  fuch  a  fyftem,  as  will  put  this  the  moft  out  of 
their  power. 

Th£  fliare  of  influence  we  now  enjoy  in  thefe  provinces,  however  great  in 
appearance,  does  not  carry  with  it  thofe  real  advantages  and  weighty  effefts 
which  are  necefl!ary,  not  to  leave  that  power  in  danger  of  being  difputed,  and 
of  failing  us  at  a  time  when  we  moft  want  itj  and  nothing  is  more  probable 
than  that  that  period  will  happen  on  a  peace:  to  prevent  the  evil  confequences 
of  this,  there  feems  now  to  offer  fuch  an  opportunity  of  fecuring  to  ourfelves 
all  we  could  wifli  in  this  refpedt,  as  likely  may  never  happen  again  ;  an  op- 
portunity that  will  give  us  both  power  and  right. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  the  Prince  would  be  willing  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  with  us,  independent  of  the  Nabob;  but  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  would  neither  be  for  the  interefb  nor  the  honour  of  our  nation.  Our 
views  in  adopting  this  fyflem,  fliould  be  direfted  rather  to  ftrengthen,  than 
weaken  or  overthrow  the  prefent  Soubah  : — all  we  defire  is,  to  fee  the  power 
removed  out  of  the  hands  of  that  fet  of  men,  who  now  rule  and  dire£t  the 
affxirs  of  the  Soubah,  and  througli  whofe  mifmanagement  and  frauds  the  country 
and  his  adminiftration  fuffer  fo  confiderably  :  to  have  fuch  a  fhare  of  power 
invefl:ed  in  the  Company,  as  will  enable  them  to  prevent  the  bad  confe- 
.quences  of  fo  many  contending  interefts  j  that  will  effeftually  put  a  flop  to 
that  diffipation  of  revenues,  which  hath  reduced  the  Nabob  to  his  pre- 
fent diftreffed  condition ;  which  revenue,  if  properly  applied,  would  leave 
him  nor  us  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  defigns  of  any  enemy ;  effectually 
fecure  to  us  fuch  a  fund  as  would  anfwer  all  our  prefent  exigencies  i  and  in 
9  time 
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time  prove  an  encreafe  of  honour  and  advantage  to  the  natioh  and  the 


Connpany. 


Henry  Vanfittart, 
Wm.  B.  Sumner, 
J.  Z.  Holwell. 


Fort  William,  Sept.  15th,  1760. 

At  a  Selefl  Committee  j  Prefent, 
The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efquire,  Prefident, 
Colonel  Caillaud, 
Wm.  Brightwell  Sumner, 
J.  Zephaniah  Holwell, 
William  M'Gwire,  Efqrs. 
Read,  approved,  and  figned,  the  proceedings  of  the  nth  inftant. 

npHE  great  objedts  of  our  prefent  deliberation  are,  firft,  the  fecuring  a 
fund  of  money  for  the  prefent  and  future  exigencies  of  this  fettlement, 
as  well  as  the  other  two  prefidencies,  no  money  being  expeifted  from  Europe: 
and,  fecondly,  the  putting  an  end  to  the  difturbances  fonaented  and  kept 
up  by  the  Prince  in  feveral  parts  of  thefe  provinces :  that  the  whole  may 
be  united  under  the  Nabob,  and  he  put  under  the  more  immediate  in- 
fluence of  the  Company,  whofe  force  is  his  chief  fupport  and  dependence.  By 
this  means  enabling  us  to  join  a  large  body  of  country  troops  to  our  own,  to 
oppofe  any  attempts  of  European  or  country  powers. 

The  queftion  to  be  confidered  is,  Whether  we  can  beft  arrive  at  thefe 
ends  by  following  the  prefent  fyftem  of  oppofing  the  Prince,  or  by  pro- 
pofing  to  him  an  alliance  with  the  Englifli,  and  the  afliftance  of  part  of  our 
forces  to  proceed  with  him  to  Dehli,  and  fupport  him  in  his  pretenfions  to 
the  throne  ? 

In  following  the  prefent  fyftem,  the  chief  difficulties  that  occur  are  thefe : 

I  ft.  How  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Nabob's  troops,  and  our  army, 
that  are  oppofed  to  the  Prince  at  Patna. 

adly,  How  to  prevail  on  the  Nabob,  befides  fupplying  the  above  demand, 
to  furnifti  us  here  with  the  money  wanted  for  our  military  and  commercial 
occafionSj  and  for  the  fupply  of  the  other  prefidencies. 

U  2  3dly,  The 
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jdly,  Tlie  poffibility  of  the  Prince's   meeting  with    better  fuccefs   than 
heretofore  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  What  would  be  our  fituation  ? 

4thly,  The  defeftion  of  different  chiefs  in  the  country,  encouraged  by  the 
Prince,  by  which  the  revenues  of  fuch  diftrids  are  loft,  and  thofe  adjacent 
lefTened  by  their  incurfions. 

fthly,  Suppofing  we  yet  meet  with  fuccefs,  how  fhall  we  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  having  experienced,  that  gaining  a  viftory  over  the  Prince,  does  not 
deprive  him  of  the  means  of  renewing  his  attempts  ? 

6thly,  Suppofing  we  fhould  even  be  able  to  pulh  our  fuccefs  fo  far  as  to 
drive  the  Prince  out  of  the  province,  would  the  confufed  and  impove- 
rifhed  ftate  of  the  country  furnifh  us  immediately  with  the  means  of  raifing 
the  fums  wanted  for  the  general  occafions  of  the  Company  ? 

In  following  the  fecond  fyftem  propofed,  the  chief  difficulties   that  occur 

are  thefe  : 

ifl.  How  to  gain  the  Nabob's  confent. 

adly.  The  ftate  of  the  country  confidered,  when  fuch  a  force  is  drawn  from 
it,  as  will  enable  us  to  aflift  the  Prince. 

3dly,  How  to  fatisfy  the  Prince's  party,  few  of  whom  will  be  induced  to 
follow  him. 

4thly,  How  an  immediate  fum  of  money  is  to  be  found,  that  will  give  us 
enough  to  fupply  the  army  on  the  Coaft,  the  payment  of  our  troops  here,  and 
a  prefent  to  the  Prince. 

cthly,  Are  we  to  inform  the  Nabob,  before  the  negociatlon  is  begun,  of 
what  our  demands  are  to  be,  or  is  he  to  receive  them  afterwards,  as  orders 
from  his  King,  when  we  have  declared  him  fuch  ?  If  the  latter,  is  there  no 
danger  of  his  refufing  to  comply  with  them  ?  And  if  he  does,  how  are  we  to 
manao-e  ?  If  the  former,  will  it  not  much  increafe  the  difficulty  of  gaining 
his  confent  ? 

The  raifing  the  lum  wanted  is  a  difficulty  in  both  cafes  almoft  infurmount- 
able  : — it  certainly  cannot  be  obtained  without  impofing  on  the  Nabob,  for- 
cibly, terms  which,  of  his  own  good-will,  he  never  would  come  into.  In  fi> 
vour  of  the  change  of  fyftem,  it  is  to  be  faid,  that  the  means  and  refources  of 
the  country,  from  which  the  money  muft  come,-  will  be  more  capable  of 

fupplying 
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fupplying  it  when  the  war  is  removed,  by  the  march  of  the  Prince   to  the 
northward. 

CoNSECiUENTLY  thofe  which  we  can  prevail  on  to  take  part  with  us  in  this 
projeft,  and  to  affift  us  in  bringing  the  Nabob  into  it,  will  be  more  ready  to 
advance  money  upon  the  promile  of  holding  the  principal  employments. 

And  as  on  both  fides  there  muft  be  fome  kind  of  force  or  violence  exerted 
over  the  Nabob's  inclinations,  it  may  be  done  with  a  better  grace,  as  well 
as  more  effedt,  by  means  of  orders  from  the  Prince. 

With  regard  to  our  forces,  and  the  difpofition  of  them  with  refpeft  to 
the  fecurity  of  the  Company's  fettlements  here,  it  muft  be  confidered  that 
in  both  cafes  our  troops  muft  be  divided : — at  Patna  they  are  more  at  hand 
to  be  called  to  join  us  in  cafe  of  neceHity  ;  but  yet  fo  diftant,  that  probably 
the  threatened  danger  would  be  upon  us  before  they  could  arrive,  and 
the  road  would  be  open  for  the  Prince  to  follow  immediately  j  and,  after 
having  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  moft  valuable  parts  of  the  province,  to  join 
our  enemies ;  which  would  make  our  fituation  even  worfe  than  before. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  all  circumftances  confidered, 
that  the  fettlements  here  will  be  more  fecure,  with  the  forces  that  will  remain 
here,  if  by  joining  our  army  to  the  Prince,  and  marching  with  him  to 
the  northward,  we  can  put  an  end  to  all  the  inland  troubles  here,  than  in 
the  prefent  difpofition  of  keeping  that  army  at  Patna,  to  make  head  againft 
the  Prince,  efpecially  if  we  can  procure  fuch  terms  as  will  enable  us  to 
aflemble  on  any  occafion  a  large  country  force  to  co-operate  with  us  here; 
and  fuch  terms,  we  doubt  not,  the  Prince  will  immediately  ofter. 

Resolved  therefore  unanimoufly,  That  the  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
the  Prince  is  a  neceffary  and  expedient  meafure.  The  Prefident  is  ac- 
cordingly defired  to  prefs  ColTim  Ally  Khan  on  the  fubjefl  of  our  expences, 
and  our  great  diftrefs  for  money,  fo  as  to  draw  from  him  fome  propofal  of 
means  for  removing  thofe  difficulties  5  by  which  probably  we  may  be  able  to 
form  a  judgment,  whether  he  might  not  be  brought  to  join  in  this  nego- ■ 
ciation,  and  in  procuring  the  Nabob's  confent.  There  is  another  perfon  here, 
Roydullub,  who  has  been  long  under  our  proteftion,,  and  whofe  attachment: 
to  the  Company  is  not  to  be  doubted  :  through  him  it  is  thought  this  in- 
tention may  beft  be  opened  to  the  Prince  j  but  as  an  interview  between 
him  and  the  Prefident,  at  this  time,  might  look  fufpicious,  and  give  an  alann 

to 
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to  the  Nabobj  Mr.  Holwell  is  defired  to  open  the  affair  to  him,  and  take 
his  advice  how  beft  to  manage. 

Henry  Vanfittart, 

Wm.  B.  Sumner, 
J.  Z.  Holwell. 

Fort  William,  September  the  i6th,  1760. 
At  a  felefl  Committee ;  Prefent, 
The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident, 
Colonel  Caillaud, 
Wm.  B.  Sumner,  Efq; 
J.  Z.  Holwell,  Efq; 
Wm.  M'Gwire,  Efq; 
Read,  approved,  and  figned,  the  proceedings  of  the  15th  inftant. 

'y-HE  Prefident  acquaints  the  Committee,  that  in  a  long  converfation  he 
had  lad  night  with  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
fome  progrefs  towards  the  difcoveries  requifite  for  carrying  on  the  negocia- 
tion  propofed  yefterday  : — that,  without  letting  him  know  any  thing  of  our 
defign,  he  had  led  him  to  make  fuch  declarations  of  his  defire  to  have  the 
rule  over  the  Nabob,  and  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  pro- 
vince, as  amount  almoft  to  a  proof  of  his  readinefs  to  aft  the  part  intended 
for  him. 

After  telling  him  much  of  our  regard,  and  of  our  opinion  of  him  as  the 
fitteft  perfon  for  conducing  the  great  affairs  of  the  Bengal  government,  I 
began  to  make  him  ftrong  reprefentations  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Company's 
expences  :  that  the  immediate  charges  of  the  army  exceeded  far  the  fum  af- 
figned  for  that  purpofe ;  which  fum  alfo  was  not  regularly  paid,  there  being 
three  or  four  months  arrears  : — that  befides  this,  he  could  not  but  be  fen- 
fible  how  much  the  Company  gave  up  in  other  parts,  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
viding for  the  fecurity  of  Bengal,  withdrawing  their  forces  from  the  Deccan 
and  from  Madrals,  and  fending  continually  frefh  fupplies  from  Europe.  I 
reprefented  to  him  further,  the  great  lofs  the  Company  had  fuffered  by  the 
long  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  with  the  Prince;  and  how  much  it  was 
to  be  wifiied,  for  the  general  benefit,  that  an  end  could  be  put  to  it,  fo  as  to 
enable  the  Nabob  to  reduce  his  expences,  and  colledl  his  full  revenues,  of 

which 
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which  a  great  part  is  now  loft  by  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  particularly  the 
whole  produce  of  the  Patna  province. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Coffim  Ally  Khan  replied.  That  he  has  it  not  at  pre- 
fent  in  his  power  to  provide  in  a  proper  manner  for  the  fupply  of  the  Com- 
pany :— that  if  we  could  undertake  to  give  him  the  general  management  of 
the  country,  by  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  now  intrufted 
with  it  by  the  Nabob,  he  would  then  make  fuch  afTignments  in  favour  of 
the  Company,  as  Ihould  be  perfe6tly  to  our  fatisfaftion. — At  the  fame  time 
he  infinuated,  that  this  would  undoubtedly  meet  with  oppofition  at  Muxa- 
davad,  and  at  firft  prove  very  difagreeable  to  the  Nabob  himfelf :  for  which 
reafon  it  would  be  quite  neceflary  to  have  a  force  at  hand  to  fupport  him;  by 
which  being  enabled  to  over-rule  the  prefent  evil  counfellors  of  the  Nabob, 
he  could  anfwer  for  bringing  the  Nabob  himfelf  into  fuch  terms  as  fhall  be 
agreed  on  here. — With  refpeft  to  the  Prince,  he  did  not  feem  to  have  any 
notion  of  offering  him  peace ;  but  faid,  he  fhould  be  able  to  keep  up  a  fuf- 
ficient  force  to  fruftrate  any  future  attempts  on  this  province.  The  Prefident, 
thinking  this  a  fufEcient  progrefs  for  the  firft  conference,  did  not  make  him 
acquainted  with  our  intended  negociation  with  the  Prince,  and  which  he 
imagines  may  better  be  opened  to  him  by  one  of  his  old  confidents.  CofTim 
Ally  Khan  profefTed  a  regard  for  Roydullub,  and  a  defire  to  fee  him ;  bur, 
as  it  was  thought  fuch  an  interview  could  not  be  brought  about  with  fecrefy, 
and,  if  known,  would  give  an  alarm  to  the  Nabob,  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  confide  in  Cojah  Petrofe,  as  the  fitteft  perfon  to  make  known 
our  whole  plan  to  CofTim  Ally  Khan. 


Mr.  HolweU's  Report  of  his  Converfation  with  RoyduIIuh. 


M 


'R.  Holwell  acquaints  the  Committee,  That,  agreeable  to  their  refolution 
of  yefterday,  he  had  laft  night  a  conference  with  Rajah  Roydullub,-  who 
received  the  overture  with  much  fatisfaflion,  and  approved  in  general  of  the 
plan ;  but  thought  there  was  fome  objeftion  to  the  propofed  manner  of  ad- 
drefTing  the  Prince,  as  it  would  caufe  much  unneceffary  delay,  which  for 
many  obvious  reafons  fhould  be  avoided,  and  would  not  give  him  the  weight 
necefTary  on  this  occafion,  to  obtain  an  immediate  flop  being  put  to  the 
Prince's  operations ;  that  he  thought  our  waiting  for  an  overture  from  him 

was 
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-was  too  nice  a  punftilio  at  this  junfture ;  becaufe  he  knows  the  Prince  is  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  as  will  not  permit  his  hefitating  to  accept  any  terms  we 
offer.     He  thinks  nothing  can  prevent  or  delay  his  immediate  concefTion  to 
all  we  afk,  but  the  article  of  confirming  Meer  Jafiier,  on  account  of  his  per- 
ional  refentment ;  therefore  fays,  we  had  better  demand  at  once  the  whole 
power  of  tlie  government  to  be  lodged  in  the  Englifh  Company ;  and  then 
we  may  confirm  Meer  Jaffier  ourfelves,  if  we  think  he  deferves  it. — That 
there  is  no  occafion  to  flipulate  for  particular  lands  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  troops  and  ordnance,  as  the  revenues  of  certain  diftrifts  are  always  fet 
apart  for  that  purpofe. — He  requcfts,  he  may  not  be  thought  of  for  the  pofl 
of  Roy  Rayen,  but  that  he  may  be  favoured  with  that  of  the  Buxeys  Neabut 
(pay-mafter  and  deputy)  under  the  Company.  He  thinks  he  fhall  be  able,  with- 
out much  difficulty,  to  conciliate  matters  with  Comgar  Cawn,  Bulwanfing,  and 
the  other  Rajahs  of  the  Prince's  party,  as  they  are  moft  of  them  his  friends.  He 
affures  the  Committee,  he  highly  approves  of  the  intended  promotion  of  Meer 
Coflim  Ally  Khan  to  the  Dewannee,  and  will  mofl  readily  co-operate  with  him  ia 
all   matters  conducive  to  the  completion  of  our  plan,  as  the  only  poiTible 
means  left  to  recover  the  peace  and  fiourilhing  flate  of  the  provinces,  and 
revive  the  Company's  trade  and  influence. 

Henry  Vanfittart, 
W.  B.  Sumner, 
J.  Z.  Holwell. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

'Xhe  Revolution  in  favour  of  CoJJim  Ally  Khan,  in  05lober  1760. 

Fort  William,  24th  Odobcr  1760. 

At  a  feleft  Committee  ;  Prefent, 
William  Ellis,  Efq;  Prefident, 
William  Brightwell  Sumner,  Efq; 
William  M'Gwirc,  Efqj 


Received 
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Received  the  following  letter  from  the  Prefident,  and  Colonel  Caillaud, 
dated  at  Miradbag  the  21ft  inftant. 

"GENTLEMEN, 
«  rr^HE  Governor  wrote  you  yefterday  of  the  affairs  here  being  fettled  to 
X     the  Company's  advantage :  we  fhall  now  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint you  of  the  fteps  by  which  we  advanced  to  this  point  of  fuccefs. 

"  The  Nabob's  vifit  to  the  Governor  at  CofTimbuzar,  the  15th  of  the 
month,  as  well  as  that  we  paid  him  the  next  day  in  return,  pafied  only  in 
general  converfation ;  the  i8th,  he  came  here  to  talk  upon  bufinefs.  In 
order  to  give  him  a  more  clear  and  full  view  of  the  bad  management  of  his 
minifters,  by  which  his  own  affairs,  as  well  as  the  Company's,  are  reduced 
to  fo  dangerous  a  ftate,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  to  want  and  rnifery, 
we  had  prepared  three  letters,  which,  after  a  fhort  and  friendly  introduftion, 
the  Governor  delivered  to  him,  and  of  which  tranflations  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed, under  No.  i,  2,  and  3. 

"  The  Nabob  feemed  much  affefted  by  the  perufal  of  the  letters,  but 
endeavoured  more  to  put  an  end  to  the  conference  than  to  propofe  a  remedy 
to  the  evils :  we,  however,  prevailed  on  him  to  fend  for  his  dinner  to  Mo- 
raudbag,  and,  in  a  manner,  infilled  on  his  coming  to  fome  determination 
for  the  immediate  reform  of  his  government.  At  length  he  confefled  him- 
felf,  through  age  and  grief,  incapable  of  ftruggling  againft  fo  many  dif- 
ficulties :  he  defired  time  to  confult  with  his  friends.  We  told  him,  the  men 
with  whom  he  had  lately  advifed  were  not  his  friends,  but  his  greatefl  ene- 
mies j  that  his  returning  again  in  the  midft  of  them,  would  only  be  the 
means  of  augmenting  his  difficulties;  that  he  had  much  better  take  the  affifl- 
ance  of  one  from  among  his  relations,  on  whofe  true  attachment  and  fidelity 
he  might  more  fafely  rely ;  he  named  five  or  fix,  and  among  them  Coffim 
Ally  Khan.  We  aflied  him  which  of  that  number  was  the  mofl:  proper  to 
affift  him  in  his  prefent  exigencies :  he  replied,  without  any  hefitation,  That 
Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  the  moft  proper ;  neverthelefs,  it  was  with  the  utmofl 
difficulty  we  could  prevail  on  him  to  fend  for  him ;  and  fo  very  late,  that 
before  Coffim  Ally  Khan  could  arrive,  the  old  Nabob  was  fo  extremely  fa- 
tigued, and  in  fuch  a  flrate  of  anxiety,  that  we  could  not  refufe  his  return 
home  to  take  his  reft.     We  were  convinced  indeed,  that  it  would  be  to  no 

X  purpofe 
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purpofe  to  keep  him ;  for  fuch  was  the  jealoufy  he  difcovered  with  refpedl 
to  CofTim  Ally  Khan,  that  we  faw  he  never  would  confent,  without  fome 
fort  of  force,  to  give  the  other  the  means  of  reftoring  order  to  his  affairs. 
An  hour  or  two  after  the  Nabob's  departure,  Coffim  Ally  Khan  arrived,  and 
feemcd  to  be  extremely  apprehenfive,  that  the  Nabob,  inflead  of  intrufling 
him  with  the  management  of  affairs,  would  endeavour  by  fome  means  or 
other  to  get  rid  of  him.  We  agreed  therefore  in  opinion  with  him,  that  he 
Ihould  not  go  to  the  Nabob's  houfe,  until  meafures  were  taken  for  his  fe- 
curity:  we  refolved,  however,  to  give  the  Nabob  the  next  day  (the  19th) 
to  refledt  upon  the  letters  before  mentioned,  in  hopes  he  would  propofe  fome 
means  of  regulation.  We  heard  nothing  from  him  all  day,  but  found  by 
our  intelligence,  that  he  had  been  in  council  with  his  old  advifers,  Keneram, 
Moonital,  and  Checon,  whofe  advice,  we  were  fure,  would  be  contrary  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country  in  general,  and  that  of  the  Company  in  particular. 
We  determined  therefore  to  adl  immediately  upon  the  Nabob's  fears.  There 
could  not  be  a  better  opportunity,  than  the  night  of  the  19th  afforded,  it 
being  the  conclufion  of  the  Gentoo  feaft,  when  all  the  principal  people  of 
that  call  would  be  pretty  well  fatigued  with  their  ceremonies.  We  deter- 
mined therefore,  that  Colonel  Caillaud,  witli  the  two  companies  of  military, 
and  fix  companies  of  feapoys,  fhould  crofs  the  river  between  three  and  four 
in  the  morning,  and,  having  joined  Coflim  Ally  Khan  and  his  people,  march 
to  the  Nabob's  palace,  and  furround  it  juft  at  day-break.  Being  extremely 
defirous  of  preventing  any  difturbance  or  bloodflied.  Governor  Vanfittart 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  (the  tranflation  of  which  is  annexed.  No.  4.) 
and  delivered  it  to  the  Colonel,  to  fend  in  to  him  at  fuch  time  as  he  fhould 
think  moft  expedient :  meafures  were  at  the  fame  time  taken  for  feizing  the 
perfons  of  Keneram,  Moonital,  and  Checon ;  our  intention  being  only  to 
remove  thofe  three  unworthy  minifters,  and  place  Coffim  Ally  Khan  in  the 
full  management  of  all  the  affairs,  in  quality  of  deputy  and  fucceflbr  to  the 
Nabob. — The  Governor  remained  at  Moradbag,  in  readinefs  to  pay  a  vifit 
of  congratulation  to  the  Durbar,  as  foon  as  the  point  fhould  be  fettled. 

The  necelfary  preparations  being  accordingly  made  with  all  care  and 
fecrecy  poffible,  the  Colonel  embarked  with  the  troops,  joined  Coflim  Ally 
"Khan  without  the  lead  alarm,  and  marched  into  the  court-yard  of  the  palace, 
juft  at  the  proper  inftant :  the  gates  of  the  inner  court  being  ftaut,  the  Colonel 
formed  his  men  without,  and  then  fent  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Nabob, 

who 
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who  was  at  firfl:  in  a  great  rage,  and  long  threatened  he  would  make  what  re- 
fiftance  he  could,  and  take  his  fate.     The  Colonel  forbore  all  hoftilities ;  and 
feveral  meflages  pafTed,  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Haftings  and  Mr.  Lulhington, 
whofe  fervices  on  this  occafion  deferve  notice. — The  affair  remained  in  this 
doubtful  ftate  about  two  hours,  when  the  Nabob,  finding  his  perfifting  was  to 
no  purpofe,  fent  a  meflage  to  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  informing  him,  he  was  ready 
to  fend  him  the  feals,  and  all  the  enfigns  of  dignity,  provided  he  would  agree 
to  take  the  whole  charge  of  the  government  upon  him,  to  difcharge  all  the  ar- 
rears due  to  the  troops,  to  pay  the  ufual  revenues  to  the  King,  to  fave  his 
life  and  his  honour,  and  to  pive  him  an  allowance  fufficient  for  his  mainte- 
nance.     All   thefe   conditions   being  agreed   to,  CoITuti  Ally  Khan  was  pro- 
claimed ;  and  the  old  Nabob  came  out   to   the  Colonel,  declaring,  that  he 
depended  upon  him  for  his  life;  and  the  troops  then  took  poiTelllon  of  all  tne 
gates,  and  notice  was  fent  to  the  Governor,  who  came  immediately  ;  and  the  old 
Nabob  met  him  in  the  gateway,  aflcing,  If  his  perfon  was  fafe  ?  which  feemed 
now  to  be  all  his  concern.     The  Governor  told  him,  not  only  his  perfon  was 
fafe,  but  his  government  too,  if  he  pleafed,  of  which  it  never  was  intended  to 
deprive  him.     The  Nabob  anfwered,  That  he  had  nothing  more  to  bufy  him 
at  the  city ;  that  he  fhould  be  in  continual  danger  from  CofTim  Ally  Khan  ; 
and  that  if  he  was  permitted  to  go  and  live  in  Calcutta,  he  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely happy  and  contented.     Though  we  could  not  help  lamenting  his  Hid- 
den fall,  we  were  not  forry  for  this  propofal,  as  affairs  will,  doubtlefs,  be 
better  managed  without  him,  and  the  advantages  ftipulated  for  the  Company 
be    obtained  without  the  leaft  difficulty  or  delay.      Coflim  Ally  Khan  was 
accordingly  feated  on  the  throne,  and  we  paid  him  our  congratulations  in 
the    ufual   form  :    all    the    jemmitdaars,    merchants,    and    others,    refiding 
in    the    city,    came    immediately,    and    made    their    acknowledgments    to 
the  new    Soubah;    and    in   the  evening  every  thing  was  as  perfeftly  quiet 
as  if  there  had  been  no  change.     The  people  in  general  feem  much  pleafed 
with  this  revolution,  and  we  are  particularly  happy  in  its  being  brought  about 
without  the  leaft  difturbance  in  the  town,  or  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt. 

The  advantages  to  the  Company  are  great  indeed. — The  grants  of  the  coun- 
tries of  Burdwan,  and  Midnapore,  and  Chittigon,  we  fhall  receive  immediately, 
as  well  as  that  for  half  of  the  chunam  *  already  produced  at  Silket. — A  very 

•  Lime  made  of  fliells,  which  the  natives  eat  with  their  beetle.  The  fame  name  is  given  to 
lime  made  of  flone. 

X  2  fevere 
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fevere  order  has  already  been  ifTuedj  forbidding  all  the  ferafs  (bankers)  and  mer- 
chants to  refufe  the  Calcutta  ficcas,  (filver  rupees)  or  to  afk  any  batta  (exchange) 
on  them.  A  fupply  of  money  will  be  fent  with  the  Colonel,  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops  at  Patna,  and  we  have  even  fome  hopes  of  obtaining  three  or  four 
lack  *  befides,  to  fend  down  to  Calcutta,  to  help  out  the  Company  in  their 
prefent  occafions  there,  and  at  Madrafs. — The  former  balance  is  to  be  paid 
monthly,  according  to  the  old  Nabob's  kiftbundy  (agreement  of  payments  to 
be  made). 

We  are  the  more  pleafed  with  this  fortunate  event  at  this  time,  when  the 
approach  of  peace  in  Europe  gives  us  reafon  to  fear  the  other  European  na- 
tions will  find  leifure  to  diflurb  us  here.  We  fhall  now  have  ftrong  refources 
within  ourfelves,  and  an  ally,  whofe  attachment  to  the  Company  may  be 
relied  on.  The  old  Nabob  could  by  no  means  be  depended  on  for  fuch  an 
occafion ;  both  his  means  and  defire  of  fupporting  us  were  very  uncertain,  as 
his  behaviour  in  the  Dutch  troubles  evinced. 

The  old  Nabob  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  even  for  one  night  in  the  city. 
Coffim  Ally  Khan  fupplied  him  with  boats,  and  gave  him  leave  to  take  away 
as  many  of  his  family  as  he  defired,  and  a  reafonable  quantity  of  cloaths  and 
jewels.  We  furnifhed  him  with  a  ftrong  efcort  of  Europeans  and  feapoys, 
and  intended  to  lodge  him  at  Herogil ;  but  he  would  not  truft  himfelf  there, 
and  begged  he  might  fleep  in  his  boats  clofe  to  Moradbag,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. We  ftiall  take  care  that  Coffim  Ally  Khan  provides  every  thing 
that  is  convenient  and  handfome  for  him  and  his  family,  and  fettles  upon  him 
a  fufHcient  allowance  for  his  maintenance,  and  then  difpatch  him  with  a 
ftrong  efcort  to  Calcutta.  You  will  pleafe  to  provide  two  houfes  for  his  re- 
ception J  there  are  two  belonging  to  Sooberam  Byfack  and  Rauft)erry  Seat, 
which  the  Ray  Rayen  occupied,  when  he  was  in  Calcutta;  ifthefecanbe 
had,  we  judge  they  will  anfwer  well. 

His  legitimate  wife,  called  the  Begum,  mother  of  the  deceafed  Chuta  Na- 
bob, and  of  Coffim  Ally  Khan's  wife,  refufed  to  accompany  the  old  Na- 
bob, with  whom,  ftie  fays,  ftie  has  not  been  in  good  harmony  for  a  long 
time    paft;    that  flie  is  extremely  glad  the   government  is  put  into  fuch 

•  Lack  of  rupees,  one  hundred  thoufand  rupees,  value  two  /hillings  and  fix-pence  each.  A 
lack  of  rupees  amounts  to  12,5001,  llerling. 

2  good 
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good  hands ;  and  that  iTie  fhall  live  much  happier  with  her  daughter  and 
Ibn-in-law. 

The  old  Nabob  is  now  pretty  eafy,  and  feems  to  be  reconciled  to  the  lofs 
of  a  power,  which  he  owns  to  have  been  rather  a  burthen  than  a  pleafure, 
and  too  much  for  his  abilities  to  manage,  fince  the  death  of  his  fon  ;  and  the 
enjoyment  of  the  reft  of  his  days  in  fecurity,  under  the  Englifli  prote<5tion,  feems 
to  be  the  chief  objeft  of  his  wilhes. 


No.  I .     tranjlation  of  an  Addrefs  prefented  to  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  by 
the  Governor,  dated  iBth  Offober,  1760. 

■\X/HEN  I  was  at  Madrafs,  Colonel  Clive  frequently  wrote  to  me  on  the 
ftate  of  affairs  in  this  country,  and  told  me,  that  whenever  he  quitted 
this  country  to  return  to  Europe,  he  would  procure  my  appointment  to  the 
government.  The  friendfliip  and  connexions  between  your  Excellency  and 
the  Colonel  are  well  known  to  me,  and  I  hoped  to  have  found  all  affairs  car- 
ried on  entirely  according  to  the  treaty  j  but  what  I  obferved  upon  my  arrival, 
I  fhall  now  lay  before  you  particularly. 

I  ft.  The  Englifti  forces  who  are  employed  in  your  fervice,  and  in  the  fup- 
port  of  your  government  at  Patna,  are  kept  without  their  pay. 

adly.  The  forces  which  are  ftationed  in  thofe  parts,  are  difcontented,  and 
difaffefted  to  the  fervice,  for  want  of  pay. 

jdly.  The  feapoys  at  Muxadabad  had  furrounded  the  palace  in  a  tumul- 
tuous manner,  for  the  arrears  of  their  pay,  and  endangered  your  life  :  How 
deeply  I  was  affefted  cannot  be  expreffed  :  God  is  witnefs  of  what  I  felt  upon 
that  occafion. 

4thly,  I  plainly  perceived,  that  the  minifters  of  this  court,  from  their 
covetoufnefs  and  bafe  difpofitions,  had  fet  afide  all  juftice,  were  plundering  the 
poor  without  caufe,  and  doing  what  they  pleafed,  nor  even  withholding  their 
hands  from  the  lives  of  the  people,  deftroying  the  fubjeds,  and  bringing  ruin 
and  defolation  on  the  country. 

.  fthly.  The  fcarcity  of  provifions,  &c.  is  fo  great  as  was  never  before  known 
in  this  country,  infomuch  that  the  people  of  all  degrees  are  in  the  greateft 
diftrefs. — This  can  be  owing  to  nO  other  caufe,  than  the  bad  management  of 
your  minifters, 

6thly, 
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Clhly,  Formerly,  at  the  define  of  the  Englifh  Company,  a  mint  was 
eftablifhed  in  Calcutta ;  and  it  was  your  order,  that  the  ficcas  of  Calcutta, 
of  the  fame  weight  and  finenefs  with  the  ficcas  of  Muxadabad,  fliould  pafs 
for  equal  value.  Notwithftanding  your  direftions  for  enforcing  this  grant, 
the  officers  of  the  King's  province  have  not  fuffered  them  to  pafs,  but  re- 
quire and  infifl:  on  exchange  on  the  ficcas. 

7thly,  The  war  with  the  Sha  Zaddah  ftill  continues:  notwithftanding  the 
fums  expended,  and  the  endeavours  of  the  Englifh  forces,  this  affair  is  yet 
no  nearer  to  a  conclufion  than  the  firft  day;  no  part  of  the  foubahfliip  of  Patna 
(except  the  city)  remains  in  your  pofleflion ;  all  the  lands  and  villages  are 
in  a  ftate  of  ruin;  and  the  Zemindars  (land-holders)  in  every  place  are 
ready  to  join  the  Sha  Zaddah's  army,  as  appears  from  the  letter  to  me  to 
this  purpofe  from  Beerboen. — From  thefe  circumftances  it  evidently  appears 
to  me,  that  all  thefe  difficulties  came  to  pafs  after  the  death  of  your  fon,  the 
late  Chuta  Nabob;  from  which  time  your  minifters  regarding  only  their 
own  intereft,  negleft  the  good  of  the  country,  and  the  welfare  of  the  fubjedts, 
and  employ  themfelves  in  oppreffing  the  poor,  in  rapine,  violence,  injuftice, 
and  iniquity. — When  I  faw  the  affairs  of  the  government  in  the  hands  of 
fuch  faithlefs  and  unv/orthy  men,  and  every  thing  tending  ftill  farther  to  ruin, 
I  lifted  up  my  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  bewailed  my  ftrange  fate,  that  Providence 
ftiould  fend  me  into  this  country  at  fuch  a  time,  and  in  the  midft  of  fuch  ca- 
lamities ;  when  the  dignity  of  the  Nabob,  the  reputation  of  the  Company, 
and  the  profperity  of  the  country,  are  almoft  expired.  After  long  confidera- 
tion,  I  concluded  I  would  make  one  vigorous  trial  immediately  to  remedy  all 
thefe  evils,  hoping,  by  God's  alTiftance,  to  furmount  all  difficulties :  for  this 
reafon,  I  am  come  with  great  joy  into  your  prefence,  and  am  happy  in  paying 
you  my  refpefts. 


No.  2.     Tratijliition  of  an  Addrefs  prefented  to  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  by 
the  Governor,  dated  the  i  %th  O^ober. 

'X'lIE  minifters  that  are  about  your  perfon,  and  who  tranfacfl:  your  bufinefs, 

are  people  that  are  ever  wavering  and  changeable  in  their  councils,  as  is 

evident  from  the  diredions  you  frequently  fent  me.     You  alfo  lent  me  word 

by 
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by  the  Nabob  Coflim  Ally  Khan  and  the  Ray  Rayen,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
moll  confequence  was  to  get  Maha  Rajahbullub  down  fronn  Patna:  I  therefore, 
agreeable  to  your  defire,  wrote  to  Mr.  Amyatt  to  fend  him  down,  God 
only  knows  what  counfel  your  minifters  gave,  that  the  order  was  deferred 
being  fent  j  but  that  is  the  true  caufe  of  the  troubles  now  at  Patna.  It  is  a 
known  maxim,  that  a  government  where  the  councils  change  every  day,  cannot 
be  well  regulated. 


No.  3.     Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  prefented  to  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  by  the 
Governor,  dated  the  lith  October,  1760. 

'TpHE  important  affairs,  for  the  regulation  of  which  I  have  waited  on  you, 
I  fubmitted  to  your  confideration  in  a  feparate  addrefs,  containing  feven 
articles  -,  now  that  I  am  here,  is  the  time  for  opening  the  door  of  the  difficul- 
ties therein  mentioned,  which  is  only  to  be  effefted  by  the  key  of  your  en- 
lightened wifdom.  If  this  opportunity  be  loft,  another  will  hardly  occur, 
when  we  can  meet  together  fo  conveniently.  Befides  the  particulars  which  I 
have  taken  notice  of,  and  the  payment  of  arrears  due  to  the  Englifh  troops,  and 
thofe  of  the  government,  it  is  necelTary  to  make  a  large  provifion  for  future 
exigencies. — You  have  already  given  in  pledge,  jewels  for  a  large  amount, 
to  be  difcharged  by  different  payments,  agreed  and  figned  to,  in  your  hand  j 
how  this  fum  is  to  be  paid,  unlefs  the  country  is  fettled,  I  don't  perceive. 
The  pay  allowed  for  the  Englifh  army  has  been  limited  to  one  lack  of  rupees 
per  month ;  as  the  difturbances  in  the  country  have  increafed  every  day,  for 
that  reafon  large  fums  have  been  expended  in  bringing  foldiers  from  Europe 
and  Madrafs,  and  in  raifing  feapoys :  on  this  account  a  lack  of  rupees  is  by 
■no  means  fufficient.  Let  your  Excellency  duly  refleft,  that  your  own  fea- 
poys, in  the  time  of  extremity,  preferring  their  own  fafety,  have  joined  with 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  •,  and  the  Englifh  forces,  devoted  entirely  to  your 
fervice,  and  the  deftruftion  of  your  enemies,  never  were  guilty  of  fuch  a  con- 
duft,  nor  ever  will;  and,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  wherever  the  Englifh  ftand- 
ard  has  been  fixed,  they  have  always  proved  viftorious.  Upon  this  account, 
it  is  by  no  means  becoming  your  wifdom  to  negledl  fuch  brave  men,  or  to 
deny  them  their  due  rewards.  It  is  necefTary,  that  for  this  bufinefs  your  Excel- 
lency 
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lency  grant  the  Company  fome  certain  lands,  fufficient  for  the  difbiirfement  of 
the  pay  of  the  troops,  the  expences  of  the  artillery,  and  the  provifions  of  ftores, 
Sic.  that,  without  any  trouble  to  yourfelf,  all  their  charges  may  be  defrayed, 
from  the  produce  of  thefe  lands,  and  our  arms  always  ready  to  be  employed  in 
your  fervice  j  otherwife  I  muft  fubmit  to  necefTity.  My  concern  for  my  ho- 
nour will  not  fuffer  me  to  be  unmoved  at  the  Company's  lofs ;  but  I  rriuft 
feek  fome  expedient  for  promoting  the  intereft  of  the  Company,  and  removing 
the  evils  they  are  opprefTed  with;  and  thofe  expedients  muft  be  adopted :  but 
if  your  afflidlion  for  the  death  of  your  Ion  has  taken  that  hold  upon  your  mind, 
that  you  cannot  attend  to  the  remedying  fuch  great  difficulties,  it  is  proper  that 
you  appoint  fome  capable  perfon  from  amonglt  your  children,  in  the  place  and 
dignity  of  your  faid  fon,  the  Nabob  Nafir  ool  Moolk,  who  may  take  charge 
of  all  thefe  affairs,  regulate  the  bufinefs  of  the  country,  and  remove  all  thefe 
difficulties  ;•  that  your  Excellency,  freed  from  all  the  troubles  and  fatigues  of 
the  tranfaftions,  may  remain  v/ithout  care,  and  the  fhadow  of  your  protection 
overfpread  the  whole. 

No.  4.     Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Nabob)  dated  the  i  ^tb 

OSfober,  at  night, 

T  HAVE  been  waiting  all  this  day,  in  expefbation  that  you  would  have  fet- 
tled fome  of  the  weighty  and  urgent  affairs,  upon  which  I  yefterday  con- 
ferred with  you,  and  that  you  would  have  acquainted  me  with  your  deter- 
mination ;  but  you  have  not  favoured  me  with  any  anfwer  concerning  them ; 
from  hence  it  plainly  appears,  that  as  long  as  thofe  evil  counfellors  remain 
about  your  perfon,  whatfoever  I  may  reprefent  to  you  for  your  profperity  and 
welfare,  and  the  good  of  this  country,  will  have  no  effeft.  The  folly  of 
thefe  people  will  foon  deprive  you  of  your  government,  and  prove  the  ruin, 
likewife,  of  the  Company's  affiirs ;  I  have  judged  it  improper,  that  fuch  evils 
and  difgrace  lliould  be  brought  upon  us,  for  the  fake  of  two  or  three  menj 
for  this  reafon  I  have  fent  Colonel  Caillaud,  with  forces,  to  wait  upon  you ; 
when  the  faid  Colonel  arrives,  he  will  expel  thofe  bad  counfellors,  and 
place  your  affairs  in  a  proper  ftate,  I  will  fliortly  follow.  Let  not  your  Ex- 
cellency be  under  any  apprehenfions,  but  chearfuUy  receive  the  Colonel ;  and 
give  orders  to  your  men,  that  they  make  no  difturbances,  nor  raife  tumults 

in 
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in  the  city.  I  folemnly  declare,  that  I  have  no  other  view  but  your  good 
and  welfare.  Look  upon  me  as  your  fincere  well-wifher,  and  remain 
fatisfied. 

Agreed,  we  write  the  following  Letter  to  the  Prefident,  and  Colonel 

Caillaud. 

"  GENTLEMEN, 

"  Vi^E  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  21  ft,  and  one  from 
the  Prefident  of  the  20th  inftant,  by  which  we  have  been  informed 
of  the  great  fuccefs  that  has  attended  your  operations :  we  muft  congratulate 
you  on  your  having  amply  effefted  the  intended  purpofes,  without  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  or  any  difturbance ;  and  are  highly  pleafed  to  find  the  Na- 
bob fo  well  reconciled  to  his  prefent  fituation.  We  doubt  not  but  what  has 
been  fo  well  begun,  will  be  concluded  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
Company ;  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  government  will,  in  future,  be  put  on 
a  fecure  and  proper  footing. 

"  We  have  given  the  neceflary  directions  for  the  reception  and  accom- 
modation of  the  old  Nabob,  whenever  he  arrives  in  Calcutta. 

"  A  FEW  days,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  will  bring  this  matter  to  a  conclufion; 
and  that  we  fhall,  very  ftiortly,  have  the  pleafure  of  the  Governor's  prefence 
with  us. 

W.  Ellis, 

Wm.  B.  Sumner." 

Fort  William,  8th  November  1 760. 
At  a  Confultation  J  Prefent, 

The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident, 
William  Ellis,  Efq; 
William  B.  Sumner,  Efq; 
Harry  Verelft,  Efqj 
Harry  Smith,  Efq; 
Samuel  Waller,  Efq; 
Culling  Smith,  Efq; 
William  M'Gwire,  Efq;  indifpofed, 

y  Mr. 


i62  Meer    Jaffier    Deposed. 

Mr.  Veielft  delivers  in  his  opinion,  upon  the  meafures  lately  taken  by  the 
feleft  Committee,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Verelft  begs  leave  to  obferve,  That  the  Board  had  been,  till  now, 
kept  entirely  ignorant  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fele£t  Committee,  relating 
to  the  prefent  revolution,  and  tlieir  motives  for  itj  he  therefore  cannot  pre- 
tend to  judge  how  far  fuch  a  ftep  was  neceflary ;  but  thinks,  that  on  an  affair  of 
fuch  immediate  confequence  to  the  Company's  eftates  in  thefe  parts,  the  moll 
mature  confideration  of  the  whole  Board  fhould  have  been  firft  had ;  that  a 
treaty,  executed  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  fubfifted  between  Meer  Jaffier 
and  us  j  the  moft  faithful  adherence  to  which,  as  well  as  all  other  our  en- 
gagements, has  preferved  that  influence  and  power  we  have  maintained  ever 
lince  the  re-capture  of  Calcutta;  a  fbeadinefs  to  which  treaty  made  the  Bri- 
tilli  admired,  nay,  even  courted,  by  every  Prince  throughout  thofe  pro- 
vinces, and  has  ever  been  fatal  to  the  Prince  apparent  of  the  empire,  and 
many  other  difburbers,  who  have  hitherto  wealily  endeavoured  to  engage  us 
to  break  through  thofe  folemn  ties  we  were  fworn  to.  As  this  fudden  change 
muft  alarm  every,  one,  to  find  us  fo  unexpeftedly  breaking  through  all  our 
engagements,  which  were  fo  public,  reputable,  and  to  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  he  cannot  be  blamed,  as  a  member  of  this  Board,  for  exprefllng 
his  diflatisfaftion  at  being  made  a  cypher  of,  in  fo  critical  a  concern. 

Mr.  Smith  begs  leave  to  obferve,  he  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr.  Ve- 
relft. 

The  Prefident  begs  leave  to  remark  upon  the  foregoing  minutes,  That 
though  Mr.  Verelft  and  Mr.  Smith  might,  without  the  leaft  prefumption, 
think  that  they,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  ought  to 
have  been  confulted  upon  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance,  before  it  was  car- 
ried into  execution,  yet,  their  venturing  to  condemn,  or  approve,  before 
they  know  the  nature  of  the  engagements  entered  into,  the  reafon  why,  or 
the  manner  in  which,  the  whole  was  conduced,  feems  rather  premature,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  had  an  opportunity  of  fo  foon  making  themfelves  competent 
judges ;  the  whole  being  now  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Board,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  former  part  of  thefe  minutes  :  the  reafon  why  the  whole  Council 
■was  not  before  informed,  was,  that  it  was  an  affair  that  abfolutely  required 
fecrecy,  and  it  is  exprefsly  for  the  conduft  of  fuch  afl'airs,  that  the  honour- 
able the  Court  of  Direftors  has  thought  proper  to  appoint  afeleft  Committee  : 
to  the  fecrecy  which  was  obferved,  may,  in  great  meafure,  be  attributed  the 

fpeedy 
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fpeedy  and  eafy  fuccefs  which  attended  the  execution,  and  the  preventing  all 
difturbance,  and  lofs  of  blood. 

Monday,  Fort  William,  loth  November  1760. 

At  a  Confultation  -,  Prefent, 

The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident, 
William  Ellis,  Efqj 
William  B.  Sumner,  Efq; 
William  M'Gwire,  Efq; 
Harry  Verelft,  Efq; 
Harry  Smith,  Efq; 

A  Memorial,  fetting  forth  the  Caufes  of  the  late  Change  in  the  Soubahfhip  of 

BengaL 

'T'HE  Nabob,  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  was  of  a  temper  extremely  tyrannical 
and  avaricious,  at  the  fame  time  very  indolent;  and,  the  people  abouc 
him  being  either  abjeft  (laves  and  flatterers,  or  elfe  the  bafe  inftruments  of 
his  vices,  there  was  no  chance  of  having  the  affairs  of  the  government  pro- 
perly conduced  but  by  their  removal :  he  attributed  all  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
his  affairs  to  imaginary  plots  and  contrivances,  and  facrificed  lives,  without 
mercy,  to  the  excefs  of  his  jealoufy  :  numberlefs  are  the  inftances  of  men, 
of  all  degrees,  whofe  blood  he  has  fpilt  without  the  leaft  affigned  reafon. 
To  learn  the  names  and  circumftances  of  all  thefe  fufferers,  would  be  a  work 
of  time  ;   but  fome  of  the  moil  flriking  examples  are  thefe  following  : 

CojA  HuDDEE,  the  firft  Buxey,  (paymafter)  firfl:  banlflied  for  a  pretended 
confpiracy  againft  the  Nabob's  life,  and  afterwards  cut  ofi^  at  Shahbad,  in  his 
march  out  of  the  province. 

MrR  Cazim,  the  fecond  Buxey,  invited  by  the  Chuta  Nabob  to  his  houfe, 
and,  after  having  received  from  him  unufual  marks  of  affeftion,  aflaffinated 
at  the  gates  of  the  palace. 

Abdeel  Oliub  Cawn,  murdered  at  the  Rumna,  in  the  month  of  March 
1760,  by  fome  of  the  Hircarras  belonging  to  Checon,  who  waylaid  him  for 
that  purpofe,  by  the  Nabob's  orders. 

Yar  MahmuDj  formerly  in  great  favour  with  the  Nabob  Surajah  Dowla^ 

Y  2>  and* 
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and  fince  Droga  of  the  Emarut,  flain  in  the  prefence  of  tHe  Chuta  Nabob, 
in  the  month  of  April  1760. 

Gasseeta  Begum,  widow  of  the  Nabob  Shehamut  Jung  ; 

Omna  Begum,  mother  to  the  Nabob  Surajah  Dowla  ; 

MuzADO  Dowla,  the  fon  of  Padflia  Coolly  Cawn,  adopted  by  Shehamut 

LuTFEN  NissA  Begum,  widow  of  the  Nabob,  Surajah  Dowla; 

Her  infant,  daughter  of  Surajah  Dowla. 

The  five  unhappy  fufFerers,  mentioned  laft,  perifhed  all  in  one  night  at 
Dacca,  about  the  month  of  June  1760  ;  where  they  had  been  detained  pri- 
foners  fince  the  acceffion  of  Meer  Jaffier  to  the  Soubahfhip ;  a  perwannah  (or- 
der) was  fent  to  Jaflaret  Cawn,  the  Naib  of  Dacca,  to  put  to  death  all  the 
furvivors  of  the  family  of  the  Nabobs  Aliverdee  Cawn,  Shehamut  Jung,  and 
Surajah  Dowla;  but,  upon  his  declining  to  obey  fo  cruel  an  order,  the  mel- 
fenger,  who  had  private  inftruftions  to  execute  this  tragedy,  in  cafe  of  the 
other's  refufal,  took  them  from  the  place  of  their  confinement,  and,  having 
carried  them  out  at  midnight  upon  the  river,  drowned  them,  with  about 
twenty  women  of  inferior  note,  and  attendants.  What  became  of  Alivherdc 
Cawn's  widow,  is  uncertain  ;  it  being  reported  by  many,  that  fhe  efcaped  the 
fate  of  the  reft  of  her  family. 

Executions  of  this  kind  had  made  the  Nabob  the  dread,  or  the  detefta- 
tion  of  all  good  men ;  and  he  neceflarily  became  a  prey  to  the  people  of  mean 
extradlion,  and  abjeft  difpofitions ;  who,  knowing  that  a  government  fo  ma- 
naged could  not  ftand  long,  fought  only  to  make  themfelves  rich,  by  op- 
preffions  of  all  forts,  upon  the  country  and  inhabitants.  To  the  heavy  taxes 
laid  by  them  on  the  markets,  is  afcribed  the  prefent  unufual  fcarcity  and 
dearnefs  of  provifions  at  the  city,  the  capital  of  a  country,  once  efteemed  the 
moft  plentiful  in  the  world. 

The  perfons  who  have  had  the  chief  Ihares  in  this  bad  management  are, 
Keenooram,  Monilol,  and  Checon,  all  of  low  birth ;  and  the  two  firft,  the 
menial  fervants  of  Meer  Jaffier,  before  he  came  to  the  foubahfhip :  thefe 
manage,  fo  as  to  engage  him  continually  in  idle  amufements ;  keep- 
ing him,  by  that  means,  in  utter  ignorance  of  his  affiiirs,  and  in  a  ftate  of 
indifference  as  to  their  fuccefs.  No  money  came  into  his  treafury  at  the 
fame  time;  nothing  was  paid  to  his  army;  infomuch  that  his  troops  mu- 
tinied, and  furrounded  his  palace  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  threatening  to 

take 
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take  away  his  life  ;  which  they  would  certainly  have  done,  had  not  his  fon-in- 
lavv,  the  prefent  Nabob,  CofTim  Ally  Khan,  become  anlwerable,  and  paid  them 
a  very  large  fum  out  of  his  own  treafury  :  this  happened  laft  June  ;  and,  though 
the  imminent  danger  with  which  his  perfon  was  threatened  on  this  occa- 
fion,  awakened  him  for  a  moment,  no  fooner  was  it  removed  again  to  a  diftance, 
than  he  fell  back  into  the  lethargy  wliich  had  fo  long  pofleffed  him.  The 
fame  unv/orthy  minifters  remained  ftill  his  only  counfellors,  and  continued 
in  the  management  of  his  affairs  to  the  laft  day  of  his  adminiftration,  which 
he  left  \fl  fo  confufcd  and  impoveriflied  a  ftate,  that,  in  all  human  appearance, 
another  month  could  hardly  have  run  through  before  he  would  have  been 
cut  off  by  his  own  feapoys,  and  the  city  become  a  fcene  of  plunder  and  dif- 
order;  the  Nabob  having  made  no  further  provifion  for  the  payment  of  the 
long  arrears  due  to  his  people,  after  Coffim  Ally  Khan  had  freed  him  from 
his  former  extremity.  This  danger  he  could  not  but  forefee^  and  more  than 
once  declared  his  apprehenfions,  yet  had  not  the  power  to  exert  the  neceffary 
means  for  preventing  it,  but  funk  the  deeper  into  dejedtion. 

Besides  this  inteftine  danger  to  which  the  government  was  expofed,  two 
armies  were  in  the  field,  and  waiting  only  the  fair  weather  to  advance  with 
the  Prince  towards  Patna,  and  the  Beerboom  Rajah  towards  Meerfliudabad, 
the  capital. — The  Rajahs  of  Biffenpoor  Ramgur,  and  the  other  countries 
bordering  upon  the  mountains,  were  ready  to  fliake  off  their  dependence, 
and  had  already  afforded  confiderable  fupplies  to  the  Beerboom  Rajah;  the 
Rajah  of  Curruckpoor  had  committed  open  hoftilities,  and  taken  poffeffion 
of  all  the  country  about  Boglepoor,  which  entirely  ftopped  the  communica- 
tion between  the  two  provinces  on  that  fide  of  the  river.  In  a  word,  the  whole 
country  feemed  ripe  for  an  univerfal  revolt,  thofe  parts  only  excepted,  whofe 
natural  weaknefs,  or  neighbourhood  with  the  eity,  intimidated  them  from 
taking  up  arms.  To  encounter  all  thefe  difficulties,  tliere  was  nothing  but 
troops  without  pay,  from  wliom  therefore  no  great  efforts  could  be  expedted; 
of  this  a  very  recent  inftance  occurs,  in  the  detachment  which  was  ordered 
againfl;  the  Beerboom  Rajah,  three  months  before  the  Nabob's  abdication, 
but  never  advanced  more  than  three  cofe  from  the  city ;  in  which  fituation 
they  continued  upon  my  arrival  there. 

All  who  are  now  in  Bengal,  and  acquainted  with  the  tranfadlions  of  the 
government,  will  bear  witnefs,  that  this  is  a  true  defcription  of  fafts ;  and 
all  who  are  convinced  of  the  fadts,  will  certainly  agree,  that  affairs  were  at 

an 
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an  extremity  no  longer  to  be  negleded,  without  manifeft  danger  of  having 
the  province  over-run,  and  the  trade  entirely  ruined :  I  was  refolved,  there- 
fore, to  ufe  my  utmofl  endeavours  to  get  thefe  bad  miniflers  removed :  and, 
judging  it  might  be  difficult  to  prevail  on  the  Nabob  to  part  with  his  fa- 
vourites without  fome  degree  of  violence,  I  brought  with  me  a  detachment 
of  Europeans  and  feapoys,  under  pretence  of  fending  them  with  Colonel. 
Caillaud,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Patna. 

I  ARRIVED  with  the  Colonel  at  Coflimbuzar,  the  14th  of  Oftober,  and  the 
next  day  the  Nabob  paid  us  a  vifit;  the  i6th  we  went  to  the  city,  and  re- 
turned the  vifitj  on  the  i8th,  the  Nabob  came  to  Moradbaug,  by  appoint- 
ment, to  talk  upon  bufinefs.  In  the  converfation  which  I  had  with  him  in 
the  two  former  meetings,  I  had  taken  occafion  to  reprefent  to  him,  in  general 
terms,  the  bad  management  of  his  minifters,  the  miferies  and  univerfal  dif- 
afFedtion  of  the  country,  and  the  defperate  ftate  of  his,  as  well  as  the  Com- 
pany's, affairs :  in  order  to  give  him  a  more  full  and  clear  view  of  the  evils 
brought  on  through  the  weaknefs  of  his  adminiftration,  and  to  point  out  the 
means  of  their  removal,  I  had  prepared  three  letters,  which,  after  a  fhort 
and  friendly  introduftion,  I  delivered  to  him,  of  which  tranflations  are  here- 
unto annexed,  under  No.  i,  2,  and  3. 

The  Nabob  feemed  much  affefted  by  the  perufal  of  the  letters,  but  endea- 
voured more  to  put   an  end  to  the  conference  than  to  propofe  a  remedy  to 
the  evils.     I  however  prevailed  on  him  to  fend  for  his  dinner  to  Moradbaug,. 
and  in  a  manner  infilled  on  his  coming  to  fome  determination  for  the  imme- 
diate reform  of  the  government ;  at  lengtli  he  confefTcd  himfelf,  through  age, 
and  grief  for  the  late  lols  of  his  Ion,  incapable  alone  of  ftruggling  againft 
fo  many  difficulties. — He  defired  he  might  have  time  to  confult  with  his 
friends ;  I  told  him,  the  men,  with  whom  he  had  lately  advifed,  were  not  his 
friends,  but  his  greateft  enemies  ;   that    his  returning  again  in   the  midft  of 
them  would  only  be  the  means  of  augmenting  his  difficulties  ;  that  he  had 
much  better  take  the  affiftance  of  one  from  amongft  Iiis  relations,  on  whofe 
true  attachment  and  fidelity  he  might  more  fafely  rely.    He  named  five  or  fix,. 
and  amongft  them  Coffim  Ally  Khan  :  I  afked  him  which  of  that  number 
was  moft  fit  to  affift  him   in  his  prefent  exigencies;  he  replied,  without  he- 
fitation.  That  Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  the  moft  proper  j  neverthelefs,  it  was. 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  prevail  on  him  to  fend  for  him,  and  lb  very 
late,  that  before  Coffim  Ally  Khan  could  arrive,  the  old  Nabob  was  fo  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  fatigued,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  anxiety,  that  I  could  not  refufe  his 
return  Iiome  to  take  his  reft.  I  was  convinced  indeed  that  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  detain  him;  for  fuch  was  the  jealoufy  he  difcovered  with  refpeft  to 
Coflim  Ally  Khan,  that  I  faw  he  never  would  confent,  without  foine  fort  of 
force,  to  give  the  other  the  means  of  reftoring  order  to  his  affairs.  An  hour 
or  two  after  the  Nabob's  departure,  Coflim  Ally  Khan  arrived,  and  feemed 
to  be  extremely  apprehenfive  that  the  Nabob,  inftead  of  trufting  him  with 
the  management  of  his  affairs,  would  endeavour,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to 
get  rid  of  him ;  I  agreed  therefore  in  opinion  with  him,  that  he  fhould  not 
go  to  the  Nabob's  houfe  until  meafures  were  taken  for  his  fecurity  :  we  re- 
folved  however  to  give  the  Nabob  the  next  day  (the  19th)  to  reflecSt  upon 
the  letters  before-mentioned,  in  hopes  that  he  would  propofe  fome  meafures 
of  regulation. — I  heard  nothing  from  him  all  day,  but  found,  by  my  intel- 
ligence, that  he  had  been  in  council  with  his  old  adviiers  Keenooram,  Mo- 
nilol,  and  Checon,  whofe  advice  I  was  fure  would  be  contrary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  country  in  general,  and  that  of  the  Company  in  particular.  I  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  aft  immediately  on  the  Nabob's  fears  :  there  could  not 
be  a  better  opportunity  than  that  the  night  of  the  19th  afforded,  it  being  the 
conclufion  of  the  Gentoo  feaft,  when  all  the  principal  people  of  that  caft 
would  be  pretty  well  fatigued  with  their  ceremonies ;  accordingly  I  agreed 
with  Colonel  Caillaud  that  he  fhould  crofs  the  river  with  the  detachment  be- 
tween three  and  four  in  the  morning,  and,  having  joined  Coflim  Ally  Khan, 
and  his  people,  march  to  the  Nabob's  palace,  and  furround  it  juft  at  day- 
break. Being  extremely  defirous  to  prevent  any  difturbance  or  bloodfhed,  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob,  a  tranilation  of  which  is  annexed.  No.  4.  and 
delivered  it  to  the  Colonel,  to  fend  in  to  him  at  fuch  a  time  as  he  fhould  think 
mod  expedient :  meafures  were  taken  at  the  fame  time  for  feizing  the  per- 
fons  of  Keenooram,  IVIonilol,  and  Checon  ;  my  intention  being  only  to  re- 
move thofe  three  unworthy  minifters,  and  to  place  Coflim  Ally  Khan  in  the 
full  management  of  all  the  aff"airs,  in  quality  of  deputy  and  fuccefl"or  to  the 
Nabob.  The  necefl"ary  preparations  being  accordingly  made,  with  all  the  care 
and  fecrecy  pofllble,  the  Colonel  embarked  with  the  troops,  joined  Coflim 
Ally  Khan  without  the  leaft  alarm,  and  marched  into  the  court-yard  of  the 
palace  juft  at  tiie  proper  inftant;  the  gates  of  the  inner  court  being  lliut,  the 
Colonel  formed  his  men  without,  and  fent  my  letter  to  the  Nabob,  who  was 
at  firfi:  in  a  great  rage,  and  long  threatened   he  would  make  what  refiftance 

he 
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he  sould,  and  take  his  fate :  the  Colonel  forbore  all  hoftilities,  and  feveral 
meflages  paiTed  between  hinn  and  the  Nabob.     The  affair  remained  in  this 
doubtful  ftate  about  two  hours,  when  the  Nabob,  finding  his  perfifling  was 
to  no  purpofe,  fent  a  meffage  to  CofTim  Ally  Khan,  informing  him  he  was 
ready  to  fend   him  the   feals,  and  all  the  enfigns  of  dignity,  provided  he 
would  agree  to  take  the  whole   charge  of  the  government  upon  him,    to 
difcharge    all    the    arrears    due    to    the    troops,    to  pay  the  ufual  revenues 
to    the    King,    to    fave    his    life   and   honour,  and   give   him  an   allowance 
fufficient    for    his    maintenance.      All    thefe    conditions    being    agreed    to, 
CofTim    Ally    Khan    was    proclaimed,    and    the    old   Nabob    came    out  to 
the   Colonel,  declaring  that  he  depended  on  him  for  his  life  :  the  troops 
then 'took  pofTefTion  of  all  the  gates;  and  notice  being  fent  to  me,  I  im- 
mediately repaired  to  the  palace,  and  was  met  by  the  old  Nabob  in  the 
gateway ;  he    afked  if  his  perfon  was  fafe,   which  feemed  now  to    be    all 
his  concern  -,  I  told  him  that  not  only  his  perfon  was  fafe,  but  his  govern- 
ment too,  if  he  pleafed,  of  which  it  was  never  intended  to  deprive  him  ;  the 
Nabob  anfwered.  That  he  had  no  more  bufinefs  at  the  city ;  that  he  fhould 
be  in  continual  danger  from  CofTim  Ally  Khan;  and  that  if  he  was  permitted 
to  go   and  live  in  Calcutta,  he   fliould  be  extremely  happy  and  contented.. 
Though  I  could  not  help  lamenting  his  fudden  fall,  I  was  not  forry  for  this 
propofal,  as  I  knew  affairs  would  be  niuch  better  managed  without  him  ;  and 
his  retaining  a  fhare  in  the  authority  (however  fmall)  could  not  fail  to  caufe 
fuch  perplexities  as  might  prove,  in  fo  critical  and  dangerous  a  junfture,  of 
the  worft  confequences  to  the  adminiflration.     CofTim  Ally  Khan  was  accord- 
ingly feated  on  the  Mufnud,  and  I  paid  him  my  congratulations  in  the  ufual 
form ;  all  the  Jemautdars  (officers)  and  perfons  of  diflindlion  at  the  city  came 
immediately  and  made  their  acknowledgments  to  the  new  Soubah,  and  in  the 
evening  every  thing  was  as  perfeftly  quiet  as  if  there  had  been  no  change  ;  the 
people  in  general  feemed  much  pleafed  with  this  revolution,  -which  had  this 
peculiar  felicity  attending  it,  that  it  was  brought  about  without  the  leafl  dif- 
turbance  in  the  town,  or  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt. 

The  Nabob  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  even  for  one  night  in  the  city :  Cof- 
fim  Ally  Khan  fupplied  him  with  boats,  and  permitted  him  to  take  away  as 
many  of  his  family  as  he  defired  (which  he  did  to  about  the  num.ber  of  fixty) 
with  a  reafonable  quantity  of  jewels.  I  furnifhed  him  with  a  llrong  efcorc 
of  Europeans  and  feapoys,  and  intended  to  lodge  him  at  Nezajeel ;  but  he 

would 
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would  not  truft  himfelf  there,  and  begged  he  might  fleep  in  his  boats  clofc 
to  Moradbaug,  which  he  accordingly  did. — He  continued  at  Moradbaug  the 
next  day,  and  in  the  evening  I  vifited  him,  with  Colonel  Caillaud, — He  ap- 
peared then  pretty  eafy,  and  reconciled  to  the  lofs  of  a  power,  wliich  he 
owned  to  be  rather  a  burthen  than  a  pleafure,  and  too  much  for  his  abilities 
to  manage,  fince  the  death  of  his  fon  ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  reft  of  his 
days  in  fecurity  under  the  Englifh  protetflion  feemed  to  be  the  chief  objedt  of 
his  wifties. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2ad  he  fet  out  for  Calcutta,  and  arrived  there  the 
29th.  He  was  met  by  a  deputation  from  the  Council,  and  treated  with  every 
mark  of  refpedl  due  to  his  former  dignity.   ■ 


CHAP.      IX. 

Opinions  on  the  Revolution  in  favour  of  CoJJim  Ally  Khan.     His  GonduSl-, 
and  Tra?ifa£lions  during  bis  Reign. 

Fort  William,  the  8th  January,  1761. 

Thurfday.  At  a  Confultation  ;  Prefent, 

The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident, 
Peter  Amyatt,  Efquire, 
William  Ellis,  Efquire, 
William  Brightwell  Sumner,  Efquire, 
Harry  Smyth,  Efquire, 
Culling  Smith,  Efquire. 

Mr.  Amyatt's  Minute  concerning  the  Revolution. 

1V/|R.  AMYATT  takes  this  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  he  is  of  opinion,, 

the  rcafons  given  for  depofing  of  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  (for  he  can  look  upon 

it  in  no  other  light)  are  far  from  being  fufficient  to  convift  him  of  breach  of 

faith  5  confequently,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  the  whole  odium  of  fuch  a  pro- 

Z  ceeding 
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ceeding'  muft  fall  upon  ourfclves.  The  cruflties  of  which  he  is  accufed, 
muft,  to  a  civilized  government,  appear  fliocking;  but  in  defpotic  ones^ 
there  are  none  entirely  free  from  inftances  of  this  kind,  as  their  own  fears  and 
jealoufi?s  are  ever  prompting  them  to  fuch  unwarrantable  a&ions ;  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  prefent  Nabob  has  already  fallen  into  the  fame  feveri- 
ties,  as  likewife,  that  he  has  fliewn  marks  of  favour  to  thofe  minifters,  who, 
we  are  told,  "  law  with  an  evil  eye  the  influence  of  the  Company,  and  rea- 
dily fnatched  at  any  occafion  to  reduce  it."  Meer  Jaffier's  being  confirmed  by 
the  Court  at  Dehli  in  the  foubahfliip,  was  a  very  valuable  confideration,  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  overlooked,  becaufe,  whenever  that  diftradled  ftate  is 
reftored  to  peace  and  tranquillity, .  he  being  legally  in  poflefTion  of  the  go- 
vernment, would  of  courfe  be  confirmed  by  the  reigning  king,  without  hefita- 
tion;  whereas  the  obtaining  fo  great  a  favour  for  Coffim  Ally  Khan  muft  be 
attended  with  both  difficulty  and  expence.  The  treaty  fubfifting  between  us 
and  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  plainly  fhews,  that  his  fole  aim,  at  the  time  of  en>- 
tering  into  it,  was  the  foubahdarry  of  Bengal  j  otherwife,  how  ridiculous  was 
it  for  him  to  make  a  promife  of  ceding  certain  countries  to  the  Company, 
•which  his  poft  of  Duan  could  never  have  given  him  the  power  of  executing  ^ 
The  great  advantages  expefted  to  accrue  from  thefe  countries.  It  is  feared, 
will  prove  merely  imaginary,  as  it  is  now  near  three  months  fince  the  revolu- 
tion was  effefted,  and  yet,  fo  far  from  any  appearance  of  extricating  ourfelves 
from  the  difficulties,  as  expefted,  we  are  involved  in  frefh  troubles  every  day; 
which  will  not  appear  ftrange,  when  we  caft  our  eyes  upon  the  perfon  we  have 
raifed  to  the  Mufnud,  (throne)  whofe  charafter  was  never  confpicuous  in  any 
light  till  lately,  and  whofe  treacherous  behaviour  to  his  father-in-law  leaves  us 
very  little  hope  of  his  attachment  to  our  intereft ;  nor  indeed  can  it  be  expefted,. 
that  he  will  place  any  confidence  in  us,  who  have  aflifted  to  dethrone  a  man 
we  were  bound  to  fupport  by  the  moft  folemn  ties,  divine  and  human  -,  fuch 
a  breach  of  faith  muft  neceflarily  occalion  the  lofs  of  our  influence  in  this 
country,  and  bereave  us  of  that  fuperiority  which  our  fteady  adherence  to  our 
promife  ever  gave  us  over  thefe  people.  For  the  above  reafons,  Mr.  Amyatt 
diffents  to  the  whole  tranfaftion ;  and  further  declares.  That  he  never  was 
confulted  nor  advifed  with  concerning  it,  nor  did  he  know  that  it  was  even- 
intended,  till  public  report  had  informed  him  of  its  execution. 


]Mr, 
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Mr.  Ellis's  AUnute. 


AJR.  ELLIS's  fentiments,  with  regard  to  the  revolution,  agree  entirely 
with.  Mr.  Amyatt'sj  and  he  dilTents  to  it  for  the  fame  reafons. 


Mr,  Smyth's  Mnute. 

jy^R.  SMYTH  is  of  the  fanrie  opinion  likewife  as  Mr.  Amyatt,  as  he  has 
once  already  intimated  to  the  Board. 


Letter  to  the  Honour  able  the  Secret  Committee,  dated  nth  March ^  1762. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Secret  Committee  for  Affairs  of  the   Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eafl  Indies, 

HonourableSirs, 

TT  gives  us  the  greateft  concern  to  be  obliged  to  addrefs  you  in  the  manner  we 
are  now  under  the  neceffity  of  doing ;  but,  as  we  have  publicly  declared 
our  diflent  from  the  laft  revolution  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  and  exprefled 
our  entire  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  purfued  coniequent  thereto,  it  is 
our  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  our  reafons  for  having  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  gentlemen  who  were  acceffary  to  that  revolution,  left  ill-minded  people 
lliould  reprefent  our  oppofition  as  a  faftion,  inftead  of  owing  its  rife,  as  it 
really  does,  to  our  ftrift  regard  to  what  we  think  conducive  to  the  honour  of 
our  country,  and  the  interefts  of  our  employers.  Had  the  whole  Board  been 
confulted,  we  dare  affert  this  meafure  would  have  been  rejefted  by  the  ma- 
jority; and  we  humbly  refer  to  you,  whether  the  opinion  of  every  member 
thereof  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Prefident,  before  he  ventured 
upon  fo  bold  a  ftep  as  the  fubverfion  of  a  government. 

You  were  informed  laft  year  of  the  furprifing  revolution  in  favour  of  Mir 
Mahammed  Coffim  Ally  Khan  ;  which  would  neceffarily  be  reprefented  in  the 
moft  favourable  light,  by  the  gentlemen  who  promoted  it.     But,  whateve 
judgment  you  may  have  been  led  to  entertain  of  the  meafure  from  their  ac- 
count of  it,  we  cannot  but  think  you  will  judge  as  ill  of  it  as  we  do,  when 

Z  a  you 
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you  are  truly  informed  of  the  circumftances  with  which  it  was  attended,  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  executed,  and  the  fteps  that  have  been  fince  taken  to 
fiipport  it :  of  thefe  we  will  give  you  as  fuccinft  an  account  as  poffible. 

At  a  time  when  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  rupture  or  difguft 
between  us  and  the  Nabob  JafEer  Ally  Khan,  on  the  contrary,  a  friendfhip 
and   harmony    fubfifted,  Mir  Coffim   Khan,  his  fon-in-law,  came  down  to 
Calcutta,  on  fome  pretence  or  other,  to  vifit  Mr.  Vanfittart ;  and  having  ftaid 
a  fhort  time,  he  returned  to  Moorfhedabad.     A  few  days  after  Mir  Coffim's 
departure,  Mr.  Vanfittart  went  up  to  Moorfhedabad  on  the  pretence  of  a  vifit. 
to  the  Nabob  >  Colonel  Caillaud,  with  a  party  of  two  hundred  Europeans, 
and  fome  feapoys,  attended  him,  who,  to  remove  the  fufpicion  which  fuch  a 
force  would  have  neceflarily  occafioned,  it  was  pretended  were  going  up  to 
Patna  to  reinforce  the  army  there.     When  Mr.  Vanfittart  arrived  at  Morad- 
baug,  the  Nabob  paid  him  two  vifits,  at  the  lafl  of  which  Mr.  Vanfittart,. 
without  any  previous  notice  of  his  intentions,  gave  him  the  three  letters  men- 
tioned in  Confultation  of  the  loth  of  November>  1760,  of  which  copies  have 
been  tranfmitted  you.     The  abruptnefs  with  which  thefe  letters  were  pre- 
fented  him,  one  clofe  upon  the  other,  and  the  vmexpefted  propofals  contained 
in  them,  terrified  the  Nabob,  and  he  was  entirely  at  a  lofs  how  to  aft,  but 
defired  time  to  confider  on  what  was  to  be  done.     Mr.  Vanfittart  feeing  his 
perplexity,  ftrongly  infifted   on  his  ii-nmediately  naming  fome  perfon  from, 
among  his  relations  to  take  charge  of  the  government,  and  very  particularly 
recommended  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  who  was  fent  for,  and  the  Nabob  was  de- 
fired  to  ftay  till  he  came ;  but  Coffim  Ally  Khan  delayed  fo  long,  and  the 
Nabob  was  in  fivch  anxiety  of  mind,  and  fo  defirous  to  be  releafed  from  the 
vifit",  being  greatly  fatigued,  that  Mr.  Vanfittart  was  obliged,  in  order  to 
fave  appearances,  to  fufFer  his  departure  to  the  palace,  after  having  detained 
him  much-  longer  than  was  agreeable  to  his  inclination.     That  night,  and  the 
day  following,  pafled  in  concerting  meafures  with  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  how  t«- 
put  in  execution  the  plan  before  agreed  on  in  Calcutta ;  a  treaty  having  been: 
figned  for  this  purpofe  in  September  1760,  while  Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  down 
here.     In  confequence  of  th-efe  deliberations,  our  troops  clandeftinely  crofTed 
the  river  the  next  night,  under  Colonel  Caillaud,  and,  being  joined  by  Coffim. 
Ally  Khan  and  his  party,  furrounded  the  Nabob's  palace :  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Vanfittart  was  fent  in  to  the-Nabob,  demanding  his  immediate  compliance  with 
•wliat  had  been  propofed  to  him  ;  to  which  the  Nabob  returned  for  anfwer,, 

9.  "  That 
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*'.  That  fuch  ufagc  was  what  he  never  expefted  from  the  Englifli  j  that  whillt 
a  force  was  at  his  gates  he  would  enter  into  no  terms ;  and  that  it  was  his 
defire,  our  troops  might  be  returned  to  Moradbaug."     A  mefTage  was  then 
fent    in,    informing  the   Nabob,  that  if  he  did  not  diredly  comply,    they 
iliould  be  obliged  to  ftorm  the  palace.    Aftonifhed  and  terrified  by  this  me- 
nace, he  opened  the  gates,  exclaiming,  "  That  he  was  betrayed  j  that  the 
Englifh  were  guilty  of  perjury  and  breach  of  faith;  that  he  perceived  their 
defigns  againft  his  government ;  that  he  had  friends  enough  to  hazard  at  leaft 
one  battle  in  his  defence;  but,  although  no  oaths  were  facred  enough  to  bind 
the  Englifli,  yet,  as  he  had  fworn  to  be  their  faithful  friend,  he  would  never 
fwerve  from  his  engagement,  and   rather   fufFer   death  than   draw  his   fword' 
againft  them."     So   fufpicious   was   he  of  being   fold,  that  "  he  defired    ta 
know  what  fum  of  money  Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  to  give  for  the  government,, 
and  he  would  give  half  as  much  more  to  be  continued.     He  hoped,  Jiow- 
ever,  if  they  intended  to  dethrone  him,  they  would   not  leave  him   to   the 
mercy  of  his  fon-in-law,  from  whom  he  feared  the  worft,  but  rather  wiflied 
they  would  carry  him  from  the  city,  and  give  him  a  place  of  fafety  in  Cal- 
cutta."    This  laft  requeft  of  the  Nabob's,  the  effeft  of  his  fear  and  defpair,. 
was  immediately  laid  hold  of,  and  conftrued  in  the  light  of  a  voluntary  re- 
fignation.   Accordingly  our  troops  took  poflefTion  of  the  palace,  Meer  CofTim 
Khan  was  raifed  to  tlie  throne,  and  the  old  Nabob  was  hurried   into   a  boat,, 
with  fome  domeftics  and  neceflaries,  and  fent  away  to  Calcutta,  in  a  manner 
wholly  unworthy  of  the  high  rank  he  had  fo  lately  held,  as  is  alfo  the  fcanty 
fubfiftence  allowed  him  here  by  his  fuccefTor.. 

Thus  was  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  depofed,  in  breach  of  a  treaty  founded  upon 
the  moft  folemn  oaths,  and  in  violation  of  the  national  faith;  a  Prince,  of 
whole  friendlhip  and  attachment  you  have  had  many  fignal  proofs,  in- 
whofe  caufe  our  arms  have,  with  much  honour,  been  employed,  and  by  a^ 
firm  adherence  to  whom,  the  Englifli  had  acquired,  throughout  the  whole 
country,  fo  univerfal  a  charafter  of  fidelity  and  confliancy,  tliat  the  moft  per- 
feci  confidence  was  placed  by  the  natives  in  them. 

The  advantages  to  be  reaped  by  the  Company  from  the  revolution,  were,  the- 
grant  of  the  revenues  of  Burdwan,  Midnapoor,  and  Chittagong,  the  payment 
of  the  balance  due  from  Nabob  JafKer  Ally  Khan,  with  a  prefent  of  five  lack. 
of  rupees  from  CoiTim  Ally  Khan,  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war 
againft  the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.     Of  thefe  Mr.  Vanfittart,  on. 

his 
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his  return  to  Calcutta,  acquainted  the  Board,  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  jufti- 
fication  of  his  proceedings,  laid  before  them  a  memorial  j  copies  whereof 
were  tranfmitted  to  you  by  the  fhips  of  the  laft  feafon. 

This  memorial  is  introduced  with  a  lift  of  crimes  laid  to  Jaffier  Ally  Khan's 
charge,  which,  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  the  eaftern  governments,  will  ap- 
pear deferving  of  the  higheft  refentment  from  a  civilized  nation ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  ftate  of  politics  in  every  Afiatic  court,  that,  through  the  apprehenfions  of 
the  fovereign,  and  the  intrigues  and  artifices  of  the  great  men  about  him, 
inftances  of  cruelty  and  opprefllon  are  but  too  frequent ;  and  even  the  moft 
beloved  among  them,  are  too  much  to  be  taxed  with  committing,  or  at  leaft 
conniving  at,  a£ls  of  violence:  but  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  many  of 
thefe  are  done  by  perfons  in  power  without  their  knowledge;  and  that,  as 
there  are  no  regular  puniihments  for  criminals  of  ftation,  and  who  may  be  fo 
powerful,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  proceeding  openly  againft  them,  recourfe 
is  often  had  to  the  dagger  or  poifon  to  punifh  the  guilty.     This  was  the  cafe 
in  moft  of  the  inftances  alledged  againft  Jaffier  Ally  Khan;  none  of  which 
fhew  greater  proofs  of  cruelty  than  that  which  Coffim  Ally  Khan  difcovered, 
when,  being  in  poflefTion  of  the  palace,  he  was  defirous  of  making  the  firft  afb  of 
his  power  the  affaffination  of  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  therein,  and  was  very  much 
difpleafed,  when  he  found  we   intended  to  give  him  proteftion  at  Calcutta. 
Since  his  acceffion,  we  could  produce  to  you  numberlefs  inftances  of  his  ex- 
tortions and  cruelties,  but  that  it  would  run   us  into   an  exorbitant   length  j 
and  he  feems  to  have  made  the  more  immediate  objedls  of  his  ill  ufage,  thofe 
who  had  been  the  moft  avowed  friends  of  the  Englifti.     We  ftiall  only  parti- 
cularize Ramnarain,  whom  he  difpofiefled  of  the  government  of  Patna,  in  which 
it  was  always  thought  found  policy  in  us  to  fupport  him,  on  account  of  his 
approved  faith ;   and  he  now  keeps  him  in  irons   till  he  has   been  fleeced  to 
the  utmoft,  when,  there  is  no  doubt,  he  will  be  difpatched ;  moft,  if  not  all 
thofe  who  efpoufed  the  Englifti  intereft,  have  been  laid  under  the  heavieft 
contributions,   and  many   have  died   under  the  force  of  the  torture  to  exadt 
jnoney  from  them ;  others  have  been  either  bafely  murdered,  or  (which  is  a 
common  praftice  amongft  Gentoos)  unable  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  honour,  have 
made  away  with  themfelves. 

It  is  infinuated  in  the  memorial,  that  the  Nabob's  avarice  and  cruelty  had 
made  him  the  deteftation  of  all  good  men,  and  that  he  was  in  the  hands  of  bad 
miniftersj  under  whofe  mal-adminiftration  the  country  was  greatly  opprefled  ; 

as 
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as  an  mftance  whereof,  the  fcarcity  of  grain  at  the  city  is  produced.     Tothefe 
minifters  are  afcribed  the  great  difficulties  the   Nabob  laboured  under,  far 
want  of  money  to  anlwer  the  expences  of  the  government,  and  to   pay  the 
army,  rendered  mutinous  for  want  of  their  arrears ;  befides  which  inteftine  dan- 
ger, the  provinces  were  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  the  Sha  Zaddahwith  a 
powerful  army  J  and  feveral  of  the  leading  men  under  his  government  were' 
on  the  point  of  revolting  :  to  encounter  all  which  there  was   nothing  but  a 
difaffedled  army.     Mr.   Vanfittart  appeals  to  every  by-ftander  for  the  truth 
of  thefe  fadls,  and  of  the  eminent  peril  to  which  the   country  was  expofed  ; 
He  declares  his  intentions  were  only  to  remove  the  bad  minifters  ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  carried  up  with  him  the  party  of  Europeans  and  feapoys  :  He  pro- 
ceeds to  kt  forth  the  manner  in  which  the  old  Nabob  was  removed  from  the 
government,  and  Coffim  Ally  Khan  raifed.     He  fays,  people  in  general  were 
pleafed  with  the  revolution,  and  makes  a  merit  of  its  being  efFedted  without 
the  leaft  difturbance  in  the  city,  or  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt :  He  concludes, 
with  reprefenting  the   anxiety  the  Nabob  exprefTed  to  get  from  the  city, 
through  fear  of  Coffim  Ally  Khan ;  and  obferves,  that  he  appeared  pretty 
eafy  and  reconciled  to  the  lofs  of  his  power,  which  he  owned  to  be  rather  a 
burthen  than  a  pleafure,  and  too  much  for  his  abilities  to  manage,   fince 
the  death  of  his  fon ;  and  that  the  enjoyment  of  the  reft  of  his  days   in 
fecurity,  under  the  Englifti  proteflion,  feemed  to  be  the  chief  objedl  of  his 
wifties. 

It  is  very  natural  for  any  perfon,  who  takes  an  uncommon  ftep,  to  endea- 
vour to  vindicate  himfelf  by  the  moft  fpecious  arguments,  and  the  moft  plau- 
Cble  reafoning  he  can  devife,  and  nothing  lefs  could  be  expefted  from  Mr. 
Vanfittart,  after  having  brought  about  fo  unprecedented  a  revolution.     He 
has  told  his  ftory  with  all  the  aggravations  the  nature  of  it  wou-ld  admit; 
notwithftanding  which,  we  do  not  imagine  the  reafons  he  has  given  in  fupport 
of  fo  violent  a  meafure,  will  prove  fatisfadtory  to  the  world.     He  takes  great 
pains  to  blacken  Meer  Jaffier's  charafter,  in  order  to  prejudice  men's  minds 
againft  him,  and  lays  great  ftrefs  upon  the  fcarcity  of  grain  in  the  city  ;  but 
we  apprehend  Mr.  Vanfittart  does  not  judge  fo  harftily  from  that  circum.ftance, 
after  what  he  has  himfelf  experienced  laft  year  ;  for,  notwithftanding  all  the 
care  we  are  not  to  doubt  he  has  taken,  grain  was  never  known  fo  fcarce  ia 
Calcutta  before,  infomuch  that  numbers  daily  perilhed. 

Want 
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Want  of  money  was  the  great  difficulty  the  Nabob  laboured  under;  but 
this  did  not  proceed  from  any  fault  of  his,  but  from  the  diftraded  ftate  in 
which  the  countiy  had  been  ever  fince  Colonel  Clive's  departure,  fo  that  a 
very  fmall  part  of  the  revenues  came  into  his  treafury ;  the  Burdwan  and 
Nuddea  countries  were  afligned  over  to  the  Company  for  the  payment  of  the 
Nabob's  debt ;  Midnapoor,  the  frontier  to  the  fouth-weft,  was  over-run  by 
the  Mharattas;  Beerboon,  and  other  diftrifts,  with  the  province  of  Purhunea, 
under  Kuddum  Hufiien  Chan,  were  affefted  towards  the  Shah  Zaddah,  who 
had  under  contribution  the  whole  province  of  Bahar,  except  the  city  of  Patna, 
and  a  fmall  diftridt  around  it  j  Chittagong,  the  eaftern  barrier,  did  little 
more  than  defend  itfelf  againil  the  incurfions  of  the  Muggs,  inhabitants  of 
Arracan,  who  ufed  every  year  to  come  into  Bengal  for  plunder.  There  re- 
mained only  the  Dacca  province  ;  the  diftridts  round  Morfhedabad  ;  the  Rad- 
fliy  and  Dinagepoor  countries,  to  fupply  the  immenfe  expence  of  the  war ; 
and  here  lay  the  Nabob's  diftrefs,  that  with  one  fourth  part,  if  fo  much,  of 
the  accuftomed  revenues,  he  was  obliged  to  maintain  an  army  greater  than 
any  Nabob  did  before  him ;  and  the  Englifh  army  was  not  the  leaft  confider- 
able  part  of  the  burthen ;  for,  trufting  moll  to  them,  he  paid  them  firll, 
wi\ich  preference  was  the  caufe  of  difcontent  to  the  country  troops :  and 
though  the  force  we  had  in  the  field  againft  an  enemy  whom  Colonel  Clive 
had  but  a  very  fhort  time  before  drove  out  of  the  country,  far  exceeded  thofe 
the  Colonel  had  with  him,  yet  no  material  advantage  was  gained  over  them, 
but  the  country  was  over-run,  and  ravaged  by  them  ;  and,  by  frequent  marches 
and  countermarches,  our  own  armies  became  as  deftrudlive  as  thofe  of  the 
invaders.  No  wonder  then  at  the  perilous  condition  to  which  Meer  Jaffier 
was  reduced;  to  extricate  him  from  which  it  behoved  us  to  exert  our  utmoft 
abilities  ;  inftead  whereof  he  was  treated  with  the  greatefl:  indignity  by  us, 
and  bafely  turned  out  of  his  government. 

To  remove  bad  counfellors  from  a  Prince  is  certainly  meritorious ;  but  it 
does  not  feem  to  us  that  any  thing  was  ever  defigned  againft  the  Nabob's 
minifters :  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fole  intention  was  to  difplace  the  Nabob 
himfelf,  is  pretty  evident,  by  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  made  in  Calcutta. 
Had  there  been  the  leaft  attempt  to  convince  him  in  a  friendly  manner  of 
any  errors  in  his  adminiftration,  or  of  the  neceflity  of  difmiffing  from  his 
prefence  thofe  who  ill-advifed  him,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  he  would  have 
hearkened  to  reafon.    That  he  was  not  obftinate  againft  good  advice,  may  be 

concluded 
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concluded  from  the  extraordinary  influence  wliich  Colonel  Clive  had  over 
him  J  in  proof  whereof  we  need  only  call  to  mind  how  violently  he  was  in- 
cenfed  again'l  Rajah  Ramnarain,  and  Roydullub  j  yet  the  Colonel,  by  gentle 
methods,  without  having  recourfe  to  any  other  force  than  that  of  perfuafion, 
perfectly  reconciled  him  to  the  former,  and  obtained  his  permiffion  for  the 
latter  to  refide  at  Calcutta,  and  bring  thither  with  him  his  family  and 
effefts. 

The  people,  in  general,  very  far  from  being  pleafed  with  the  revolution 
(as  alledged  in  the  memorial)  were  extremely  diflatisfied  thereat.  Had  CofTim 
Ally  Khan  been  before  in  erteem  among  them,  or  poflefl'ed  any  fhare  of  in- 
fluence or  power,  they  might  perhaps  have  overlooked  the  circumftance  of 
his  rife,  and  a  feries  of  popular  adions  might  in  time  have  reconciled  them 
to  the  ufurpation ;  but  he  was  defpifed  and  difliked  before  he  came  to  the 
Mufnud,  (throne)  and  his  behaviour  fince,  has  been  fo  oppreffive  and  tyran- 
nical, that  it  could  not  fail  confirming  the  public  hatred  of  him. 

The  little  difturbance  at  Morfhedabad  upon  the  occafion  proceeded  from 
the  apprehenfions  all  degrees  of  people  were  under  from  fo  large  a  force  be- 
ing brought  into  the  city  in  the  dead  of  night ;  and  Jaffier,  no  way  fufpi- 
cious  of  the  faith  of  the  Englifli,  had  taken   no  precautions  for  his  own  fe- 
curity:  fuch  is   the  fuperiority  of  our   arms,  and  fo  great  the  dread  of  our 
forces  in  this  country,   that  had  we  gone  openly  to  work,  we  fliould   have 
met  with  little  or  no  difficulty,  which  renders  our  having  proceeded  by  ftealth 
and  treachery,  the  more  inexcufable ;   and  we  are  truly  forry  to  have  occafion 
to  obferve,  that  the  means  by  which  this   meafure  was  brought  about,  have 
thrown  an  indelible  (lain  upon  our  national  charafter,  and  injured  us  as  much 
in  the  opinion  of  the  natives,  as  it  has  of  all  the  European  colonies  in   this 
part  of  the  world. 

It  is  afiTcrted  in  the  memorial,  that  Jaffier  was  eafy  under  the  lofs  of  his 
power,  which  he  is  laid  to  have  owned  to  have  been  rather  a  burthen  to  him; 
but  it  is  evident,  on  the  contrary,  from  his  declarations  fince,  and  his  letters 
to  the  Company  and  Colonel  Clive,  that  he  was  very  unwilling  to  part  with 
his  government,  and  that  he  greatly  regrets  the  deprivation  of  it.  He  was 
neceffitated  indeed  to  fubmit ;  and,  in  hopes  of  being  redrefi^ed  fome  time  or 
other  by  the  Company,  judging  that  fuch  a  Hep  could  never  be  approved  of 
at  home,  he  very  wifely  chofe,  rather  than  truft  himfelf  with  his  fon-in-law, 
to  wait  patiently  for  that  redrefs  in  fafety  at  Calcutta ;  fo  far  he  might  ap- 
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pear  refigned  to  his  fatej  yet  this  can  never  be  conftrued  as  an  abdication  of 
his  government,  though  it  has  been  induftrioufly  endeavcure.l  to  make  the 
world  look  upon  it  in  that  light. 

We  have  now  laid  before  you  a  true  account  of  the  revolution.  The  pro- 
jeftors,  perhaps,  thought  the  advantages  it  was  to  bring  the  Company  would 
be  a  fufficient  atonement  for  the  meafure,  and  infure  them  the  approbation 
of  their  mafters.  It  is  true,  the  Company  have  a  confiderable  addition  of 
territory,  and  do  now  receive  a  large  yearly  revenue ;  but  as  great,  if  not 
greater,  advantages  might  have  been  procured  by  more  honourable  means ; 
and  the  prefent  tranquil  ftate  of  the  country,  which  fecures  to  the  Company, 
as  well  as  the  Nabob,  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  revenues,  is  not  the  effedt 
of  Meer  Coffim  Khan's  nabobfhip,  but  of  an  event  which  would  equally 
have  happened  had  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  been  continued,  as  can  be  eafily  made 
to  appear. 

Soon  after  Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  fixed  in  the  nabobfhip,  the  Company 
were  nominally  inveftred  with  the  revenues  of  Burdwan,  Midnapoor,  and 
Chittagong,  and  only  nominally,  for  our  firfl  demands  upon  the  two  former 
of  thefc,  for  payment,  were  refufed. 

So  bad  an  imprefTion  of  us  did  the  revolution  create  in  the  minds  of  the 
country  people,  that  the  Burdwan  Rajah,  who,  in  JafBer  Ally  Khan's  time, 
had  often  exprefTed  his  earneft  defire  that  the  Company  might  continue  to 
colleft  the  revenues  of  his  diflrift,  as  they  had  all  along  done  on  account  of 
the  tunckaws  (affignments),  and  that  they  would  procure  the  grant  of  the 
revenues  for  them.felves  from  the  Nabob  ;  yet  after  the  breach  of  our  faith 
to  the  old  Nabob,  concluding  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  our  engage- 
ments, he  immediately  flew  off  from  his  former  declarations,  and,  inftead  of 
aequiefcing  under  our  government,  he  began  to  a6t  in  open  rebellion ;  he 
flopped  our  trade,  raifed  a  large  force,  invited  the  Mharattas  into  his  country, 
with-held  the  payment  of  his  revenues,  and,  afling  in  conjunction  with  the 
Beerbon  Rajah,  he  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  Shah  Zaddah,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  correfpondence. 

Several  other  great  men,  who  had  remained  quiet  whilfl  JafBer  Ally  Khan 
was  Nabob,  now  finding  the  government  overfet,  thought  themfelves  at  li- 
berty to  withdraw  their  allegiance,  and  would  not  acknowledge  Meer  Coffim, 
but  joined  the  Shah  Zaddah  ;  whofe  party  by  thefe  frequent  defections  was 
itreogthened  with  fupplies,  both  of  troops  and  money,  and  whofe  followers 
5  were 


CossiM    Ally    Khan's    Reign.  lyq 

were  greatly  encouraged  by  his  having  been  able  to  maintain  his  ground,  and 
continue  in  our  dominions,  the  whole  preceding  campaign,  in  defiance  of  the 
Englifli  army. 

The  Nabob's  troops  were  rendered  quite  mutinous  by  the  news  of  the  re- 
volution ;  they  declared  they  knew  nothing  of  Cofllm  Ally  Khan,  and  that, 
now  they  had  loft  their  old  mafter,  they  were  without  hopes  of  being  paid 
any  part  of  the  immenfe  arrears  due  to  them ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  the  ex- 
traordinary afTiduity  and  influence  of  Mr.  Amyatt,  who  was  then  Chief  at 
Patna,  could  have  prevented  them  from  proceeding  to  extremities. 

In  this  fituation  were  things  when  Colonel  Caillaud  left  Patna,  and  Ma- 
jor Carnac  received  the  command  of  the  army  from  h'm  :  the  Major  faw  it 
was  impofTible  for  the  country  to  fupport  itfelf  againft  fuch  a  combination 
of  difficulties,  and  that,  if  a  decifive  blow  was  not  foon  ftruck,  the  Prince 
could  not  fail  to  have  immediate  pofleffion  of  all  :  he  therefore  determined 
to  brii.g  the  Prince  to  an  aftion  as  fpeedily  as  pofTible  ;  and,  after  fecuring 
Patna  by  a  garrifon,  to  prevent  its  being  plundered  by  that  rabble  of  troops 
whole  duty  it  was  to  defend  it,  he  puflied  on  with  the  EngliHi  army  as  faft 
as  he  could  toward  the  Prince.  He  came  up  with  him  three  days  march 
from  the  city,  the  confequence  of  which  brought  on  an  aftion,  wherein  he 
gained  a  complete  vidory,  and  reduced  the  Prince,  in  a  few  days  after,  to 
the  neceffity  of  putting  himfelf  under  the  protetStion  of  the  EngMfh.  The 
Major's  fuccefs,  as  it  put  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  all  the  rebellious,  fo  it  at 
once  quelled  all  commotions,  and  eflablifhed  the  fo  long  wifhed  for  tran- 
quillity in  the  country;  and  the  different  provinces  were  now  brought  into 
order,  and  rendered  in  a  condition  to  pay  their  refpe6live  revenues ;  the  Na- 
bob's treafury  was  enriched,  and  he  was  enabled  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of 
his  army,  and  to  advance  the  money  he  had  engaged  to  pay  the  Company. 

Whatever  merit  there  is  then  in  the  prefent  tranquillity,  is  to  be  afcribed 
to  our  fuccefs  againft  the  Prince,  which,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  war  in  the 
country,  reduced  it  to  a  ftate  of  perfedl  obedience ;  and,  as  all  the  old  Na- 
bob's difficulties  proceeded  from  his  dominions  being  the  feat  of  war,  and 
the  default  of  his  revenues  on  that  account,  there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt,  had 
our  arms  met  with  the  fame  fuccefs  during  his  government,  but  that  he  would 
have  extricated  himfelf  with  equal  eafe. 

After  what  has  been  fet  forth,  we  believe  few  will  imagine  that  Jaffier 
was  depofed  by  reafon  either  of  a  want  of  ability  to  rule,  or  of  his  bad  prin- 
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ciples.  We  would  willingly  indeed  fuppofe,  that  it  proceeded  rather  from 
the  want  of  a  true  knowledge  of  the  country  policy,  and  from  an  error  of 
judgment,  than  from  lucrative  views,  had  not  Mr.  Vanfittart,  and  others, 
made  no  fecret  that  there  was  a  prefent  promifed  them  by  Coffim  Ally  Khan, 
of  twenty  lack :  it  is  true,  they  make  a  merit  that  this  was  not  to  be  de- 
livered till  the  Company's  debt  was  paid,  and  his  army  fatisfied.  We  have 
to  obferve  on  this  occafion,  that  feveral  of  us  have  had  offers  from  Coffim  Ally 
Khan  of  very  confiderable  fums,  to  join  in  his  meafures,  which  we  have  con- 
ftantiy  made  public,  as  well  as  refufed  ;  and  if  we,  who  have  always  oppofed 
thofe  meafures,  have  been  thus  tried  with  pecuniary  temptations,  what 
may  be  concluded  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  fupported  him  on  every 
occafion  ? 

If  the  prefent  Nabob  has  purchafed  the  power  he  is  invefted  with,  it  is  to 
be  expefted  he  will  of  courfe  make  the  moft  of  it,  by  extorting  money  from  his 
fubjefts,  and  oppreffing  every  province  as  much  as  he  can  ;  and,  as  the  fate 
of  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  muft  have  convinced  him  how  little  we  regard  the  mofb 
facred  engagements,  he  will  of  neceffity  endeavour  to  eflablifn  himfelf  on  a 
foundation  lefs  precarious  than  the  friendOiip  of  the  Englifh.  That  he  al- 
ready begins  to  do  fo,  is  evident,  from  his  ftill  increafing  the  number  of  his 
troops  (notwithftanding  the  prefent  tranquillity)  and,  to  render  them  the 
more  formidable,  he  is  arming  and  difciplining  as  many  feapoys  as  he  can 
procure,  in  the  European  manner;  and  to  fecure  himfelf  as  much  as  poffible 
from  us,  efteeming  his  capital,  Morfliedabad  (the  fcene  of  his  predeceffor's 
fall)  too  near  our  fettlements,  he  is  about  erefting  a  large  fort  at  Rajahmaul, 
which  he  propofes  to  make  his  place  of  refidence,  where  he  hopes  to  be  out 
of  our  reach. 

When  any  member  of  the  Board  fuggefts  that  the  Nabob's  behaviour  ar- 
gues a  fufpicion  of  us,  for  that  if  he  really  confided  in,  and  fincerely  re- 
garded us,  he  would  not  put  himfelf  to  the  unneceflary  expence  of  keeping 
fo  large  an  army  in  pay,  nor  treat  fo  ill  thofe  who  are  avowedly  our  friends ; 
it  is  replied,  "  The  Nabob  is  mafl:er  of  his  country,  and,  being  independent 
"  of  us,  is  at  liberty  to  rule  and  aft  as  he  pleafes."  But  furely  Coffim  Ally 
Khan  cannot  be  more  fo  than  his  predeceflTor  was ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  the 
Nabob  of  Bengal  is  independent  of  the  Englifli,  and  mafl:er  of  his  own  aftions, 
hov/  can  the  gentlemen  jufl:ify  their  proceedings  againfi:  Jafiier,  whom  they 
tiiUed  to  fo  fcvere  an  account  for  the  adminiftration  of  his  own  government, 

as 
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as  to  depole  him,  though  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  offence  to  our  nation, 
nor  ever  deviated  from  his  treaty  ? 

Instead  of  checking  the  overgrowing  power  of  the  prefent  Nabob,  it  is 
daily  promoted  j  and  he  has  even  the  abfolute  command  of  our  army  at  Patna; 
the  Chief  there  having  directions  to  let  him  have  what  number  of  our  troops  he 
pleafes  to  demand,  without  being  allowed  to  judge  of  the  natureof  the  fervice 
for  which  they  are  demanded.  This  you  will  obferve,  in  the  inftrudlions 
given  to  Mr.  Ellis,  dated  the  2  2d  September  laft,  and  in  the  confultation  of 
the  fame  day,  where  fome  of  our  opinions  on  that  procedure  are  entered.— 
We  cannot  help  exprefllng  how  much  we  fear,  that  an  ill  ufe  will  be  made, 
by  him,  of  this  power  over  our  forces,  and  that  they  will,  fooner  or  later, 
be  employed  for  fuch  purpofes,  as  will  render  us  more  odious  to  the  whole 
country,  bring  greater  difcredit  upon  our  arms,  and  refieft  farther  difhonour 
upon  our  nation. 

Notwithstanding  this  zealous  attachment  to  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  there 
can  be  no  reafon  to  hope  he  will  aft  the  part  of  a  faithful  ally  towards  us : 
what  dependence  can  be  had  on  a  perfon  who  fo  readily  entered  into  the 
fcheme  of  depofmg,  not  only  his  lawful  mafter,  but  his  patron,  under  whofe 
immediate  care  he  was  brought  up  ;  who  fliewed  fo  much  difloyalty  to  his 
natural  fovereign,  the  King  of  Indoflan  (Shah  Zaddah,  heir  to  the  Mogul 
empire)  as  to  evade  even  acknowledging  him,  till  he  was  in  a  manner  obliged 
to  it  by  our  repeated  defires;  and  who  betrays  a  continual  diftruft  of  thofe  who 
have  appeared  any  way  attached  to  us  ? 

The  Nabob's  undutiful  behaviour  to  the  King,  proceeded  in  great  mea- 
fure  from  his  jealoufy  of  the  regard  we  profefled  for  him,  and  his  fears  that 
we  fliould  reduce  his  authority,  by  fubje6ling  the  foubahfhip  to  its  primitive 
dependency  on  the  Mogul,  and  obliging  him  to  pay  the  royal  revenues :  he 
therefore  let  every  engine  to  work  to  create  a  rupture  betv/een  us  ;  he  endea- 
voured to  make  the  King  uneafy,  and  to  inftil  notions  into  him,  of  his  being 
in  danger  from  us,  in  order  to  get  him  out  of  the  countiy;  he  excited  a 
mutiny  in  the  King's  camp,  which,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  afllftance 
fent  by  Major  Carnac,  might  have  proved  fatal  to  his  Majefly ;  he  repeatedly 
urged  Mr.  VanHttart  to  difmifs  him,  and  forged  letters  to  himfelf  and  the 
Prefident,  as  from  the  King,  complaining  of  being  forcibly  detained  by  the 
Major,  and  cxpreffing  his  anxiety  in  not  being  allowed  to  leave  the  country ; 
that  thefe  letters  were  forged,  his  Majefly  hath  folemnly  declar-d  by  an  at- 

teftation 


i82  CossiM  Ally  Khan's   Reign. 

teftation  under  his  own  hand,  and  teftified  his  abhorrence  of  fo  infamous  a 
proceeding.  The  Nabob,  however,  at  laft  fo  far  prevailed,  by  corruption,  and 
intriguing  with  fome  of  the  courtiers,  as  to  bring  about  what  he  had  fo  much  at 
hearti  the  King's  being  fent  away  without  receiving  any  alTiflance  from  us,  or  be- 
ing paid  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  this  foubahfhip.  This  rebellious  behaviour 
of  the  Nabobjuftly  incenfed  the  King,  who  declared  that  he  would  not  fuffer  him 
to  continue  in  his  foubahfhip,  whenever  he  had  power  fufficient  to  prevent  it. 

His  Majefty,  before  his  departure,  gave  the  moft  unqueftionable  proof 
of  his  hatred  to  ColTim  Ally  Khan,  and  of  his  efteem  for  the  Englifh,  by 
the  voluntary  offer  he  made  them  of  the  dewanne  of  Bengal.  This  poft 
is  the  colledlion  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  provinces  fubjedt  to  the  Nabob, 
which  are  to  be  accounted  for  with  the  court  of  Dehli.  It  differs  from  the 
foubahdarree ;  the  latter  being  the  command  of  the  troops,  and  the  charge 
of  the  jurifdidion  in  the  provinces;  the  expences  whereof  are  paid  out  of  the 
revenues  by  the  Dewan.  It  was  formerly  a  feparate  office,  but  the  Nabobs 
of  Bengal,  taking  advantage  of  the  late  commotions  in  the  empire,  have 
affumed  it  to  themfelves :  from  the  nature  of  the  office  it  is  evident,  that  the 
King,  diftrufting  the  Nabob,  intended  that  we  fhould  be  a  check  upon  him, 
and  be  anfwerable  for  the  revenues,  no  account  of  which  he  could  get  from 
Coflim  Ally  Khan,  who  detained  them  for  his  own  ufe.  This  appointment 
would  have  brought  the  Company  about  fifteen  lacks  yearly,  exclufive  of  the 
lands  of  Burdwan,  Midnapoor,  and  Chittagong,  which  his  Majefty  alfo 
offered  to  confirm  to  them,  and  to  eftablifh  their  intereft  and  influence,  not 
only  in  thefe  provinces,  but  as  far  as  the  city  of  Dehli  itfelf;  to  which  place 
our  commerce  might  then,  with  the  utmoft  fafety,  have  been  extended. 

It  is  hard  to  conceive,  why  fo  honourable  and  advantageous  an  offer 
fhould  be  rejefted :  it  is  alledged,  it  would  be  the  fource  of  continual  dif- 
putes  between  us  and  the  Nabob,  and  occafion  too  great  a  diminution  of  his 
power ;  but  furcly  this  confideration,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  ought  not  to 
ftand  in  competition  with  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the  Company,  which 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  fuch  an  appointaient :  what  renders  this 
refufal  the  more  extraordinary  is,  that  it  is  well  known,  application  was 
made  to  the  King,  foon  after  Mr.  Vanfittart's  arrival,  in  Jaffier  Ally  Khan's 
time,  for  grants  of  the  province  of  Bengal,  which  were  adluaJly  drawn  out 
to  be  fent  to  us ;  but  the  revolution,  in  favour  of  Coffun  Ally  Khan,  taking 
place  in  the  interimj  an  entire  Hop  was  put  to  the  negociation. 

The 
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The  Nabob  was  Co  inveterate  againft  all  thofe  natives,  who  were  known 
to  be  in  our  intereft,  that  he  ufed  his  utmofb  endeavours  to  prevail  on  Co- 
lonel Coote  and  Major  Carnac  to  confent  to  his  proceeding  to  the  moft 
unjuftifiable  feverities  againft  them,  particularly  againft  Rajah  Ramnarain; 
having  offered  the  Colonel  five  lack  of  rupees,  provided  he  would  concur 
in  the  deftrudion  of  that  unhappy  man,  who  has  fince  been  given  up  to  him 
by  the  Board  i  the  Colonel's  refufal  of  this  money,  we  are  well  convinced* 
was  the  motive  of  his  (the  Nabob's)  unjuft  fufpicion  or  refentment  againft 
him,  which  appears  not  only  by  the  Colonel's  letters,  on  the  face  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board,  but  alfo  by  Coffim  Ally  Khan's  own  declaration 
to  him,  that  he  could  not  be  his  friend  iinlefs  he  received  his  prefent. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  refentment  which  aftuated  the  Nabob  againft  Colonel 
Coote,  was  equally  ftrong  againft  Major  Carnac,  whom  he  alfo  endeavoured 
to  buy  over,  to  ferve  his  ends,  but  in  vain.  The  Nabob  faw,  with  a  jea- 
lous eye,  the  many  diftinguifliing  marks  of  favour  the  King  conferred  on 
him,  and  would  fain  have  made  a  breach  between  them ;  which  not  being 
able  to  effeft,  he  wrote  feveral  letters  of  complaint  againft  him  to  the  Pre- 
fident,  who,  from  prejudice,  was  too  much  inclined  to  believe  them,  and 
fought  all  opportunities  of  blaming  his  conduft  at  the  Board,  and  of  putting 
the  worft  conftrudion  upon  all  his  endeavours  for  the  public  fervice,  of  which 
many  inftances  could  be  produced. 

A  FLAGRANT  injufticc  was  done  Major  Carnac,  in  calling  him  away  from 
Patna,  when  the  detachment  ftill  left  there  was  large  enough  to  render  it  a 
command  adequate  to  his  rank,  and  where  he  might  have  been  of  fervice ; 
whereas  his  prefence  was  unneceflary  at  Calcutta. 

A  VERY  fignal  infult,  offered  by  Cofllm  Ally  Khan  to  the  Englifti  nation, 
was  the  intercepting,  by  his  order,  a  letter  which  Major  Carnac,  when  com- 
manding the  army,  had  wrote  to  the  King,  which  the  Nabob  opened,  and 
fent  to  the  Prefident.  This  letter,  with  others  from  the  Nabob,  was  mi- 
nuted in  confultation  of  the  5th  Auguft,  and  it  was  infinuated  to  contain 
proof  of  a  plot  concerted  between  the  Colonel,  Major,  Ramnarain,  and  others, 
to  create  a  frefti  revolution.  Muth  pains  were  taken  to  find  out  myfterious 
meanings  in  the  letter,  and  hints  were  thrown  out  to  prepoflefs  the  Board, 
that  fuch  a  combination  was  aftually  on  foot ;  however,  after  the  clofeft 
fcrutiny  into  the  letter,  and  the  ftrideft  examination,  the  Board  gave  it  una- 
nimoufly  as  their  opinion,  that  there  were  not  the  leaft  grounds  to  fuppofe 

any 
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any  fuch  combination  -,  the  ridicule  whereof  was  fo  confpicuouSj  that  we  do 
not  imagine  even  thofe,  who  fo  ferioufly  promoted  the  inquiry,  could  evei- 
have  believed  it. 

The  material  part  of  this  letter  related  to  an  application  which  the  Ma- 
jor (by  Colonel  Coote's  direftions)  made  to  the  King,  to  be  put  in  poflef- 
fion  of  fome  fort  in  Sujah  Dowla's  country,  upon  the  Ganges ;  which,  had 
our  troops  attended  his  Majefty,  as  we  muft  have  marched  through  Sujah 
Dowla's  territories,  would  have  been  abfolutely  neceflary  for  a  place  of  arms, 
and  to  keep  up  our  communication  :  the  flopping  fuch  a  letter,  or  indeed  any 
one,  from  a  perfon  in  fo  public  a  charafter  as  the  Major  then  was,  might 
be  of  the  moft  fatal  confequence,  was  alfo  a  public  affront,  and  one  that 
never  was  before  offered  by  any  Nabob ;  yet  no  fatisfaftion  has  ever  been 
obtained  from  him,  although  wrote  to,  fo  publicly  on  that  head. 

You  will  now  be  able  to  compare  the  prefent  with  the  preceding  govern- 
ttient.  So  momentous  a  ftep,  as  fubverting  the  former  one,  we  conceive, 
ought  not  to  have  been  undertaken  till  after  the  moft  mature  deliberation, 
and  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country,  its  connexions,  and  inte- 
refts  ;  but  this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  j  Mr.  A-^anfittart  had  only  been 
three  months  in  Bengal,  and  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time  can  hardly  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  acquired  fo  perfeft  a  knowledge  of  matters  as  to  be  able  to 
determine,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  annul  a  treaty,  which  had  been 
ratified  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  by  Admiral  Watfon  and  Colonel,  Clive, 
together  with  a  regularly-authorifed  Seleft  Committee,  guarantied  by  the 
credit  of  the  Company,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation. 

The  gentlemen  v/ho  were  the  promoters  of  this  revolution,  have  coincid- 
ed remarkably  in  each  other's  opinion  during  the  laft  year's  confultations ;  in 
return,  the  Prefident  has  not  failed  to  ftiew  them  partiality,  of  which  we 
will  give  you  a  remarkable  inftance  : — Notwithftanding,  in  your  letter  to  this 
Prefidency,  dated  21ft  January  1761,  you  were  pleafed,  in  the  moft  pofitive 
terms,  to  order  the  difmiftion  of  MefTrs.  Sumner,  Playdell,  and  Mac  Gwire, 
yet  on  the  loth  Auguft,  when,  in  confequence  of  Mac  Gwire's  difmiftion, 
Mr.  Ellis  was  appointed  chief  at  Patna,  Mr.  Vanfittart  propofed  in  council, 
that  Mr.  Mac  Gwire  ftiould  remain  in  the  chieffhip  till  Mr.  Ellis's  arrival, 
which  could  not  be  efi'efled  in  lefs  than  two  months  j  the  queftion  was  ab- 
folutely put  to  the  Board,  but  carried  in  the  negative,  the  other  gentlemen 
not  chufing  to  be  guilty  of  fo  glaring  a  deviation  from  their  mafters  orders;. 

and 
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and  at  Mr.  Vanfittart's  defire,  this  propofal  of  his  own  was  not  entered  on 
the  race  of  that  confultation.  Here  it  will  be  neceflary  alfo  to  obferve,  that 
Mr.  Holwell,  after  the  honourable  Company  had  fhown  him  fo  plain  a  mark 
of  their  difpleafure,  as  to  remove  him  from  the  Chair,  to  feventh  in  Council, 
at  firft  wavered  whether  to  continue  in  the  fervice  or  not,  'till  (as  he  declared) 
he  had  a  private  conference  with  Mr.  Vanfittart,  after  which  he  remained  in 
both  Council  and  Seleft  Committee,  'till  the  very  day  on  which  Mr.  Vanfit- 
tart rook  leave  of  the  Board  to  proceed  to  Moorfhedabad,  in  order  to  execute 
the  plan  which  had  been  formed,  and  then  Mr.  Holwell  refigned. 

The  Armenian  minifters  of  the  revolution,  Cojah  Petrufe,  and  Cojah 
Gregory,  are  in  the  higheft  degree  of  favour  with  the  Nabob  and  his  adhe- 
rents •,  the  former  refides  in  Calcutta,  retained  by  CofTim  Ally  Khan,  a 
known  fpy  upon  every  tranfadlion  of  the  Englifh,  of  which  he  never  fails  t& 
give  his  mafter  the  moft  regular  intelligence,  as  was  too  apparent  to  both 
Colonel  Coote  and  Major  Carnac,  when  they  were  at  Patna.  The  latter  of 
thefe  Armenians  has  pofts  of  the  greateft  trull  near  the  Nabob's  perfon  -,  and 
through  the  means  of  thefe  men,  the  Armenians  in  general  are  ferting  up  an 
independent  footing  m  the  country,  are  carrying  on  a  trade  greatly  detri- 
mental to  our  inveftments  in  all  parts,  and  commit  daily  adls  of  violence, 
which  refled  no  fmall  odium  on  the  Englifh,  who  arc  fuppofed  to  encourage 
their  proceedings. 

It  is  this  fyftem  of  adminiflration  which  we  have  conftantly  oppofed,  as 
thinking  your  affairs  could  not  pofllbly  profper  under  it ;  and  you  will  now 
be  able  to  account  for  the  many  differences  at  the  Board,  which  will  appear 
through  the  courfe  of  our  confultations,  and  which  will  doubtlefs  furprize 
you,  till  the  real  caufe  is  known.  As  we  have  hitherto  denied  our  alTents  to 
meafures,  becaufe  we  deemed  them  contrary  to  your  interefl,  though  the 
adopting  them  would  have  turned  out  greatly  to  our  private  emoluments,  fo 
you  may  reft  afTured  it  fhall  ever  continue  an  invariable  maxim  with  us,  to 
make  your  honour  and  advantage  the  fole  objedl  of  our  attention. 

You  have  been  acquainted,  Honourable  Sirs,  that  the  King  has  applied 
for  our  afTiflance  to  fettle  him  on  the  throne,  and  to  recover  fuch  parts  of  his 
territories  as  are  flill  in  the  hands  of  rebels.  It  is  our  opinion  that  we  have 
troops  enough  to  form  an  army  for  the  enterprize;  and  as  we  have  no  Euro- 
pean enemy  to  face,  the  forces  requifite  for  this  fervice  can,  without  danger, 
be  fpared.     The  Nabob's  large  army,  which  is  now  a  burthen  upon  the 
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provinces,  and  only  kept  up  to  fcreen  him  from  the  King's  power,   and, 
through  his  jealoufy  of  us,  would  afford  a  confiderable  addition,  and  at  the; 
f^me  time  eafe  the  country  of  an  immenfe  expence.     Shujah  Dowlah,  one  o£i 
the  moft  pow-erful  men  of  the  empire,  would  join  with  his  forces,  befides, 
many  other  confiderable  powers,  friends  to  the  King,  from  diffcunt  parts,., 
would  flock  to  the  royal  ftandard,  fhould  we  ever  take  the  field-,   and  our 
army,  moll  probably   (as   the  King  himfelf  has  frequently  declared)  would 
march  to  the  gates  of  Delhi  without  oppofition.     We  moft  humbly  fubmit: 
to  you,  whether  fo  glorious  an  opportunity  of  aggrandizing  the  Company  in. 
Hindoftan,  fhould  not  be  embraced  ;  and  leave  it  to  yourlelves  to  judge  the- 
reputation    and  advantages  which    would    refult   to  them,   if,  through    the.- 
means  of  the  Britilh  arms,  his  Majefty  fhould  be  eftablifhed  on  his  throne  : . 
for  want  of  our  aid  he  is  now  adtually  at  a  ftand,  and  unable  to  profecute  his : 
journey  to  his  capital. 

But  fhould  you  be  unwilling  to  extend  your  conneftions  further  up  the 
country,  and,  inftead  of  accepting  the  dewanny  of  Bengal,  chufe  to  confine-, 
your  views  to  your  new  acquifitions,  and  to  the  trade  of  Bengal  alone,  we. 
beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  maintain  an  intereft  in-, 
the  country  independent  of  the  Nabob,  by  fupporting  in  power  fuch  men  as, 
have  proved  themfelves  our  friends  ;  this  will  ferve  as  a  balance  againft  him,^ 
fhould  he  entertain  ill  defigns  againft  us. 

We  have  now  given  you  a  fair  relation  of  tilings ;  and,  confcious  of  the 
goodnefs  of  our  intentions,  we  cannot  but  flatter  ourfelves  we  fhall  meet.- 
with  your  approbation  in  the  part  we  have  taken;  we  fhall  therefore  conclude , 
with  the  afTurance,  that  our  endeavours  fhall  never  be  wanting  to  promote  the. 
honour  and  interefts  of  our  employers,  their  fuccefs  being  the  objed:  of  our, 
moft  fervent  wiflies. 

Signed  by   Meffrs.  Coote,   Amyatt,  Carnac,   Ellis,    BATSO>f,\ 
and  Verelst. 


Oppofcd  to  thefe  fentiments  are-, 


Colonel 
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Colonel  Caillaud's  Reafons  for  approving  of  the  Revolution  in  Favour  of  Cojfim, 

and  his  Account  of  the  'Terms  of  it. 

/^OLONEL  CAILLAUD  being  afked.  What  were  his  reafons  for 
approving  a  revolution  in  September  1760,  which  he  feemed  to  difap- 
prove  fo  fl:rongly  by  the  letter  he  had  read,  dated  IMay  ?  he  faid.  He  would, 
to  the  bed  of  his  recolledlion,  declare  thofe  motives,  by  ftating  fome  parti- 
culars of  his  fituation  at  that  time  in  the  country.  The  afcendency  which 
liord  Clive  had  over  the  Nabob,  (which  flowed  from  the  Nabob,  from  a  fenfe 
of  the  favours  he  had  received  from  Lord  Clive)  was,  very  foon  after  he  came 
to  the  command,  at  an  end :  That  the  witnefs's  conftant,  unwearied  attention 
to  keep  up  that  confidence,  fo  necelTary  between  them  and  the  Nabob,  was 
prevented  by  fome  very  untoward  circumftances : — Mr,  Holwell  fucceeded 
Lord  Clive  in  the  chair,  only  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  in  order  of  fucceffion  j 
and  the  certainty  of  another  Governor  being  foon  appointed,  was  known  to 
the  whole  country  •,  and  of  courfe,  that  degree  of  refpedl  which  the  Nabob 
would  have  had  to  a  Governor  in  other  circumftances,  was  not  paid  to  Mr. 
Holwell.  Mr.  Holwell  foon  faw  this,  and  refented  it.  The  Nabob's  exceed- 
ing weak  and  irrefolute  charadter,  gave  plenty  of  occafions  for  Mr.  Holwell 
to  find  fault,  and  blame  his  meafures.  That  he  felt  them  too,  and  obferved. 
them  -,  but  he  thought  that  he  did  his  duty  beft,  as  a  faithful  fervant  to  the 
Company,  by  afting  the  part  of  a  mediator  betvveen  them,  and  by  foftening, 
rather  than  irritating,  the  ill  difpofition  that  fubfifted  between  them  :  That 
on  this  plan  he  adted  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  Mr.  Holwell's  admi- 
niftration  ;  putting  o(T,  by  delays,  and  fometim.es  with  reafons,  every 
approach  to  a  change  of  fyftem  in  that  government,  which,  though  in  his 
own  heart  he  adopted,  and  knew  the  neceffity  of,  yet  he  was  defirous  to 
keep  it  off  as  long  as  he  cculd,  till  the  neceffity  of  it  might  prefs  fo  hard,  as 
to  make  it  unavoidable:  That  he  thought  of  nothing  but  temporary  fyftems, 
formed  to  the  day  and  to  the  minute;  he  would  not  truft  his  own  abiHties 
and  judgment  fo  far,  as  to  decide  upon  what  was  right  or  wrong;  he  knew 
fomething  was  to  be  done,  but  how  to  do  it  he  really  did  not  know':  That 
when  that  letter  he  read  was  wrote,  the  Nabob's  fon  was  then  alive  ;  his 
extraordinary  death  made  a  great  change  in  the  fituation  of  affairs  in   chat 
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country  :  That  Mr.  Vanfittart's  arrival,  and  the  confidence  he  had  in  his 
abilities  and  judgment,  made  him  without  reluftance  adopt  his  plan  ;  he 
knew  his  motives  ;  they  were  honeft  and  difinterefted  as  to  himfelf,  honour- 
able and  advantageous  to  his  employers,  and  fuch  as  .the  neceffity  of  the 
times,  the  particular  fituation  of  Bengal,  the  general  ftate  of  the  Company's 
affairs  throughout  India,  have  ever,  in  his  opinion,  vindicated  the  meal'ures 
purfued. 

Being  afl<ed.  Whether  twenty  lack,  or  any  other  fum,  was  ftipulated,  for 
bringing  about  that  revolution  ? — 

He  faid.  The  night  that  Coflim  Ally  Khan  figned  the  articles  for 
accepting  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  Bengal,  under  Jaffier  Ally  Khan 
(in  the  prefence,  as  he  believed,  of  Mr.  Vanfittart,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr. 
Holwell,  and  himfelf)  Coifim  Ally  Khan,  after  expreffing  the  many  obliga- 
gations  he  had  for  our  intended  good  offices  in  his  favour,  tendered  a  paper 
to  Mr.  Vanfittart,  which,  as  Mr.  Vanfittart  interpreted  to  us,  contained  a 
note  for  twenty  lack  of  rupees,  payable  to  the  gentlemen  then  prefent :  That 
he  does  not  recoUefl  a  gentlemen  prefent  there,  that  did  not  concur  with 
him,  in  defiring  Mr.  Vanfittart  to  return  that  paper  to  CofliTn  Ally  Khan, 
telling  him,  that  he  miftook  our  motives  for  his  advancement.  He  preffed 
on  Mr.  Vanfittart  again  the  acceptance  of  the  paper,  telling  him,  that  if  he 
continued  to  refufe  that  favour,  he  fhould  fear  that  the  gentlemen  prefent 
were  not  well  pleafed  with  the  appointment.  Mr.  Vanfittarc,  who  knew 
his  own  motives,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  witnefs,  and  alfo  of  the  reft  of 
the  gentlemen  in  the  Committee,  told  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  returning  him 
the  paper  again,  "  When  you  have  paid  off  all  the  arrears  due  to  the 
"  Company,  to  your  own  troops ;  that  the  peace  of  this  country  is  fettled,. 
"  and  that  our  own  treafury  is  fuH  ;  if  then  you  think  proper  to  make  us 
"  any  acknowledgment  for  the  fervices  new  done  you,  we  (hall  not  then  be 
"  unwilling  to  accept  fuch  marks  as  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  us  of  your 
"  friendlliip."  The  witnefs  faid  that  the  affair  ended  there ;  and  he 
declared  folemnly  upon  his  honour,  there  were  no  ftipulations  made,  no  par- 
tition treaty,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind  mentioned,  then  or  after,  to  his 
knowledge,  of  that  tranfaftion. 

Colonel  Caillaud  added,  that  he  was  now  ready  and  willing  to  declare 
what  he  received  upon  the  occafion,  when  he  received  it,  and  how  he  re- 
ceived it.     He  faid,  he  little  expefted,  after  thirteen  years  fervice  in  that 
3.  country^ 
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country,  and  nine  of  them  in  the  field,  that  the  little  fortune  he  made  (hould 
become  the  objedt  of  fo  public  an  enquiry  ;  but  he  was  happy  to  meet  this 
cnq.iry  more  than  half-way;  and  more  fo  in  this  particular  point,  as  per- 
haps It  may  give  him  an  opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  the  memory  of 
the  man  from  whom  he  received  it  (Mr.  Vanfittart)  •,  who  did  it  in  his  ufunl 
generous  and  handforr.e  way  ;  fo  that  he  knows  not  bur,  to  this  minute,  the 
fum  he  received  may  be  charged  to  his  account. 

After  Cofiim  Ally  Khan  was  placed  in  the  government,  he  went  up 
to  the  army  at  Patna,  came  down  again,  embarked  for  the  Coaft  in  Ja- 
nuaiy  1761,  remained  there  a  year  and  a  half,  and  came  back,  to  Cal- 
cutta; called  there  upon  extraordinary  bufinefs.  In  Oftober  1762,  Mr. 
Vanfittart  then  going  up  to  Mungier,  told  him,  "  If  I  am  happy  enough 
"  to  fettle  with  the  Nabob  the  unfortunate  differences  that  have  fublifted 
'*  between  him  and  my  Council,  and  that  I  can,  with  propriety,  remind 
"  him  of  the  fervices  you  jointly  did  him,  I  fhall  certainly  endeavour  to 
"  lerve  you."  Mr.  Vanfittart  went  up  to  Mungier,  and  he  embarked  oa. 
board  a  fiiip  for  Europe.  In  the  year  1763,  he  received  an  account  cur- 
rent from  Mr.  Vanfittart,  in  which  he  found  credit  for  two  lack  of  ru^ 
pees,  unfolicited,  as  he  had  mentioned  before,  and  much  beyond  his 
expeftations ;  and  this,  upon  his  honour,  was  the  whole  of  what  he  re«- 
ceived,  diredtly   or  indirectly,  upon  that  occafion. 


Mr,  Sumner's  Account  of  the  fame  tranfa^ion. 

\^ILLIAM  BRIGHT  WELL   SUMNER,  Efquire,  being  called; 
upon    by    the    Committee,    to    ftate   his    reafons  for  aflenting,    as    a  • 
Seleft   Committee-man,    to    the    meifure    of  depofing   Meer   J.iffier,    and  . 
placing  Coflim  Ally   Khan  on  the  Mufnud,   faid.  That,  without  infilling  ■, 
on  the  public-  breach  of  treaty  on    the   part  of  Meer  Jaffier,  in   the  in- 
ftance  of  the  Dutch  invafion,  and  the  many  other  doubtful  parts  of  his 
condudt,  the  irregularities  of  his  private  life,   or  the  cruelties  with  which 
he  was  charged,  he  would  reft  the  reafons  of  his  conduct  on  the  neceflity 
of  the    reformation,    from    the  extreme  difficulties    and    imminent  dangers 
the  affairs   of  the  Company,   as   well  as  thole  of  the  ftate,   were  reduced  , 
to   by  the  jealoufies,  indolence,  and  inadlivity  of  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier, 


igo  C.ossiM   Ally   Khan's    Reign. 

and  the  mal-adminiftration  and  corruption  of  his  minifters  in  the  col- 
leftion  and  diffipacion  of  the  revenues,  and,  added  to  thefe,  the  inteftine 
troubles  through  the  whole  country.  The  witnefs  was  of  opinion, 
and  ftill  continued  firm  in  the  fame,  that  it  would  have  been  impoflible 
to  have  fupported  the  fyftem  of  government  then  eftablifhed,  two  months 
longer  •,  and  that,  embarked  as  we  were  with  Meer  Jaffier,  we  mufl: 
inevitably  have  fhared  in  his  ruin. — But  Mr.  Sumner  wilhed  to  have  it 
vinderftood,  that  when  the  Committee  firft  entered  into  the  negotiation 
with  Meer  Coffim,  their  only  idea  was  reformation  in  the  miniftry,  not 
a  revolution  in  the  government  j  and  that  i:  was  the  vinexpefted  obfti- 
nacy  of  Meer  Jaffier  alone,  not  an  original  defign  in  the  Committee,  that 
placed  Meer  Coffim  on  the  Mufnud  :  That  he  believed,  it  was  a  circum- 
ftance  as  little  thought  of  by  Mr.  Vanfittart  as  by  himfelf,  when  he  left 
Calcutta  on  his  vifit  to  the  Nabob,  for  the  purpofe  of  thefe  reforma- 
tions •,  but  he  readily  admitted  the  neceffity  of  the  fubfequent  change 
made  by   Mr.  Vanfittart. 

Mr.  Sumner  further  faid.  That  he  was  one  of  the  Seledt  Committee 
prefent,  when  Coffim  Ally  Khan  made  the  offer  of  twenty  lack  to  the 
Governor  and  Council ;  and  that  he  confirmed  every  part  of  General 
Caillaud's  evidence  upon  that  occafion,  with  this  difference  —  that  when 
the  paper  was  returned,  Mr.  Vanfittart  obferved  that  we  were  labouring 
for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  country  ;  that  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
were  preffiing  •,  and  that  we  could  not,  on  any  account,  receive  this 
offer  ;  but  that  if,  when  the  Company  was  fettled,  he  found  himfelf  in 
a  fituation  fo  to  do,  with  convenience  to  his  affairs,  he  would  then  be 
at  full  liberty  to  gratify  his  friends  as  he  thought  proper.  —  And  Mr, 
Vanfittart  further  added,  "  I  will,  for  my  part,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
"  freely  accept  any  token  of  your  regard  ;  and  I  ffiould  fuppofe  the 
*'  other  gentlemen  will  do  the  fame."  That  Mr.  Vanfittart  then  re- 
turned the  paper  to  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  who  feemed  uneafy,  and  faid, 
be  apprehended  we  were  not  fo  much  his  friends  as  he  wiffied  :  —  that 
Mr.  Vanfittart  then  gave  him  the  ftrongeft  affurance  of  our  fincerity, 
gnd  took  the  opportunity  to  prefs  a  donation  from  him,  of  five  lack  of 
rupees  to  the  Company,  as  a  help  towards  the  reduftion  of  Pondi- 
pherry.  This  was  granted,  and  was  paid  the  very  firft  money,  a  fevsr 
weeks  after  the  tranfadion. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Scmner  alfo  obferved,  that  the  change  of  government  in  favour 
of  Cofiim  Ally  Khan,  took  place  in  Oftbber  1760  ;  and  faid.  That  fe- 
veral  months  after  his  eftablifliment,  Coja  Petrufe,  the  Nabob's  agent  i/ 
Calcutta,  prefented  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Nabob,  with  eighty  thou- 
fand  Sicca  rupees  (;C.  10,000);  the  payments  were  made  from  May  to 
July  1761  :  That  he  was  difmiffed  the  Company's  fervice  the  5th  of 
Auguft  following  -,  and  from  that  period  to  his  leaving  Bengal,  (the  20th 
of  January  1762)  he  received  further  and  in  like  manner,  at  different 
times,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  Sicca  rupees 
(;^.  18,000);  making  together  the  whole  amount  received  twenty-eight 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  :  That  the  reafon  of  feparating  the  fums  re- 
ceived, was  in  fupport  and  confirmation  of  the  idea  that  he  had  always 
entertained,  and  wiflied  to  convey  to  the  Committee,  of  it's  havings 
been  a  free  and.  voluntary  gift:  and  he  begged  leave  again  to  remark, - 
that  by  far  the  largeft  part  of  the  prefent  was  received  after  his  dif- 
mifTion  :  Thar,  under  thefe  circumftances,  he  ever  confidered  the  tranf- 
adion  honourable,  and  never  made  a.  fecret  of  it. 


When-  the  Court  of  Directors  were  poficfled  of  the  fentiments  of  their 
fervants,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  revolution  in  favour  of  Coflim,  they. 
wrote  the  Prefident  and  Council  in  Bengal,  13th  May  1763,  as  follows: 

AS  the  great  increafe  of  our  revenues,  arifing  out  of  the  provinces 
granted  us  by  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  and  the  vaft  improvement  of  thofe. 
revenues,  are  principally  owing  to  the  wile,  prudent,  and  difmterefted 
conduft  of  Prefident  Vanfittart  •,  we  think  it  but  reafonable  that  he, 
who,  preferring  our  intereft  to  all  other  conGderations,  fliould  partici- 
pate in  thofe  benefits  he  has  been  fo  inftrumental  in  acquiring  for  us. 

We  therefore  dire6b,  that  fo  long  as  Mr.  Vanfittart  fliall  continue  in 
the  government  of  Bengal,  he  be  allowed  a  commiflTion  of  two  and  one 
half  per  cent,  on  all  fuch  nett  revenues  as  have  or  may  arife  out  ot 
the  above-mentioned  grants  from  CoffnTi  Ally  Khan  -,  and  that  the  pay- 
ment commences  with  the  cefiion  of  thofe  countries. 

This  additional  emolument  is  exprefsly  to   be  underftood   as  a   diftinft 

reward  due  to  the  perfonal  merit  of  Prefident  Vanfittart,  and  is   abfohitely 

2.  to 
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to  ceafe   upon  his   quitting  the    government:    is    not    to  be   cla'mxl,   or 
any  ways  pretended  to,    by   our  future  Governors. 


Sir  Eyre  Cooie's  Account  of  the  particular  Circumjiances  relative  to  Ramnarrain  -, 
his  Opinion  of  the  Revolution  j  and  TranfaElions  between  hitn  and  the 
Nabob  CoJ/im. 

A  FTER  the  campaign  was  over  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which 
ended,  I  believe,  in  January  1760,  I  then  went  down  to  Bengal.—' 
I  may  fay,  prior  to  that,  that  I  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  of  Madrafs,  (4th  December  J760)  informing  me  of 
the  revolution  in  Bengal,  and  that  there  was  five  lack  of  rupees  fenc 
from  the  Nabob,  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops 
a£ting  in  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry.  At  that  time  we  were,  I  believe, 
three  or  four  months  in  arrears  to  our  Black  troops,  notwithftanding  all 
the  attention  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Madrafs  paid  to  the  fup- 
plying  us  with  money.  If  that  money  had  come  in  any  other  way  than 
by  a  revolution,  it  would  have  made  me  much  happier  than  it  did. 

In  my  anfwer  to  that  letter,  of  the  7th,  I  gave  my  opinion  of  that 
revolution,  as  a  meafure  I  thought  would  be  produftivc  of  the  lofs  of 
our  reputation.  Upon  my  arrival  in  Bengal,  I  found  there  were  two 
different  parties  of  the  Council ;  the  one  that  had  formed  the  revolution, 
and  the  other  that  difapproved  of  it.  I  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  gentlemen  of  both  thofe  parties  •,  and  therefore,  as  the  affair  hap- 
pened, however  unfortunate  I  thought  it  might  prove,  I  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  two  parties,  with  a  refolution  at 
that  time,  not  to  interfere  in  any  matter  of  bufinefs  or  politics,  where 
I  thought  no  honour  was  to  be  gained  :  however,  I  was  over-perfuaded 
by  Mr.  Vanfittart  and  the  other  gentlemen  (as  a  meafure  which,  they 
told  me,  they  imagined  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  Company)  to 
go  up  to  the  army  at  Patna. 

The  Governor  and  Council  had  two  objefbs  in  view  in  fending  me 
there  :  one  was  the  fixing  a  plan  of  operation,  upon  the  fuppofition  that 
^c  Ihould  be  able  to  conduft  the  Mogul  to  Delhi ;  the  other,  to  fecure 

and 
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and  proteft  Ramnarrain  in  the  provinces  of  Patna.— Upon  my  arrival  at 
Patna,  I  applied,  with  the  clofeft  attention,  to  the  bufinefs  upon  which 
I  was  fent  there.  I  informed  the  Shawzadda  of  the  fentiments  of  the 
Board  towards  him,  and  the  defire  the  Englidi  had  to  afllft  him  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power;  which  he  feemcd  very  fenfible  of,  and  very  de- 
firous  of  having  ;  at  the  fame  time  defiring  that  he  might  be  pro- 
claimed and  acknowledged  by  us,,  as  he  had  been  by  different  powers 
in  Indoftan  -,  and  faid,  he  thought  it  very  extraordinary,  that  where 
he  himfelf  refided,  there  he   was    not  acknowledged. 

These  matters  I  communicated  to  the  Board,  to  receive  their  inftruc- 
tions.  I  likewife  informed  Ramnarrain,  that  I  had  orders  from  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  protedt  him,  provided  he  would  fettle  his  ac- 
counts with  the  Nabob  ;  and  therefore  I  defired  him  immediately  to 
fet  about  it. 

During   thofe  tranfaflions,  I   received  a  letter  from  the  Board,   recom- 
mending  it   to  me  to   proclaim   the  King.      I    found,  that  had  I   imme- 
diately complied   with  the   requeft   of  the  Board,  it  might  prove   of  fatal 
confequence  to   the   Nabob,  and  to   the  Company,    at  that  time ;  for  he 
had  given  away  feveral  of  the  beft  provinces  to  different  people  that  be- 
longed  to  him,  particularly   Purnea :  I    therefore  thought   it,  to   the  beft 
of  my  judgment,   for  the    advantage  of  the   Company  and    the   Nabob, 
as  it  was   the  Shawzadda's   inclination,    to  let  him  go  to  Shujah  Dowla: 
at  the  fame  time,  I  had  got  the  Nabob  to  confent  to   that  meafure,  and 
to  pay   a  vifit   with    me  to   the  Shawzadda :    then  it   was  thought  advife- 
able,    both    by  the  Nabob    and    feveral  of  the    Company's  fervants   who 
were  prefent,  that    the   Nabob   for  himfelf,  and  I  on   behalf  of  the  Eng- 
lilh,    fhould   coin   the   Siccas,    and  acknowledge   him  Mogul   on  the  day 
that  he  fliould   pafs   the  boundary    of  the  province.     This  he  feemed  fa- 
tisfied   with,  and    it    was  agreed   that    Major   Carnac,    with    part    of  the 
army,  fhould  efcort  him  ;    the  Major   informing  me,   in   proper  time,  of 
the  day  he   fhould  join   Shujah  Dowla,  in  order  that   I    might  keep  my 
promife:  the  Nabob  confenting  entirely   to   all  this   matter: — and    at   the 
fame    time   agreed,    that    if   we   profecuted    the    expedition,   and    fettled 
matters   with   Shujah   Dowla,     he    would   advance   the   ten    lack    towards 
the   payment  of  our  forces.     The  King  was  but  a  few  days  gone,  when 
the  Nabob   feemed  to   alter  his  fentiments    with   regard   to    the  promifes 

C  c  he 


194  CossiM   Allv  Khan's   Reign. 

he  had  made,  and  turned  his  thoughts  entirely  towards  the  feizing  of 
Ramnarrain  -,  for  which,  if  I  would  give  him  up,  he  ofFered  me  feven 
lack  and  a  half  of  rupees,  and  whatever  I  pleafed  to  the  gentlemen  of 
my  family.  This  I  communicated,  by  letter,  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  7th  July  1761.  The  Nabob  finding  he  could  not  gain  his  point, 
with  regard  to  Ramnarrain,  then  thought  it  neceffary  to  write  the  Go- 
vernor (Mr.  Vanfittart)  the  moft  fcandalous  invedtives  and  falfe  accufa- 
tions  againft  me ;  and  was  determined  that  he  would  not  declare  the  King, 
the  day  we  had  both  given  our  words  of  honour  for  doing  it.  He  had 
then  a  large  army  encamped  on  the  outfide  of  Patna.  I  was  then  in 
the  city,  and,  from  the  detachments  which  I  had  made,  and  which  were 
fent  for  the  colleftion  of  revenues  with  Major  Carnac,  I  had  not  then- 
under  my  command  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  feventy  of 
which  were  in  the  hofpitals,  and,  I  believe,  three  or  four  hundred  fea- 
poys.  I  was,  with  this  force,  to  proteft  the  city,  Ramnarrain,  and  to 
defend  my  own  honour. 

The  Nabob,  knowing  my  weaknefs,  thought  it  a  proper  opportunity 
to  get  pofTeflion  of  the  city.  He  applied  to  me  for  leave  to  come  into 
the  fort  of  the  city,  the  day  before  the  Shawzadda  was  to  be  proclaimed  ; 
to  which  I  agreed,  and  he  feemed  thoroughly  fatisfied,  provided  he  only- 
brought  in  the  attendants  about  his  perfon.  This  he  confented  to.— 
The  night  or  two  before  the  Mogul  was  to  be  proclaimed,  he  fent  me 
word  that  he  would  not  proclaim  him,  nor  come  into  the  city^  unlefs 
he  had  the  gates  delivered  up  to  him ;  which  I  would  by  no  means 
confent  to  :  at  the  fame  time  I  informed  him,  that  I  had  given  my  ho- 
nour for  declaring  the  Mogul  on  fuch  a  day,  and  I  would  have  it 
performed  in  the  city ;  which  would  not  appear  proper  in  the  eyes 
of  the  country,  as  he  was  Subah  of  the  province,  and  begged  we  might 
have  a  conference  upon  the  fubjeft ;  which  he  evaded  having :  and  I 
was  informed  by  my  fpies,  that  very  night  his  camp  was  all  in  mo- 
tion, and  his  artillery  brought  towards  the  city.  I  fent  the  next  morn- 
ing to  one  of  his  chief  minifVers,  to  learn  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  move- 
ment, and  the  meaning  of  the  Nabob;,  which,  he  told  me,  was  done  by 
Coja  Gregory,  who  was  his-  head  general ;  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  fay. 
at  the  Durbar  (court),  that  it  would  be  produftive  of  mifchief. — Finding 
the    next    night   the  lame   movements  and  difturbances   in  his  camp,   I 

thought 
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thought  it  neceflary  to  go  the  next  morning  myfelf,  and  to  fee  him,  if 
pofTible.  Accordingly  I  ordered  a  company  of  feapoys,  and  a  troop  of 
thirty  horfemen  that  1  had,  to  get  themfelves  in  readinefs  by  fix  in  the 
morning  ;  at  which  hour  I  fent  IVIr.  Watts  to  inform  him  of  my  com- 
ing. It  was  feven  before  I  arrived  at  his  tent ;  and  Mr.  Watts  informed 
me,  that  the  Nabob  was  not  to  be  feen  :  he  had  fent  to  him,  but  had  not 
feen  him.  I  went  into  the  outer  tent,  taking  piftols  in  my  hand  for 
my  own  fecurity,  and  fat  down  there  till  I  fliould  hear  further. 

As  it  is  a  cuftom  in  India,  when  they  mean  ill  to  a  perfon  that  vifits 
them  in  camp,  to  cut  the  tent-cords,  and  let  the  tent  fall  on  the  per- 
fon they  mean  to  deftroy,  I  defired  Captain  Ifer  to  place  two  of  the 
troopers  round  the  tent,  to  prevent  any  mifchief  of  that  kind  j  and  find- 
ing the  Nabob  would  not  fee  me,  I  rode  away,  and  left  Mr.  Watts  to 
inform  him  of  my  bufinefs. — This  the  Nabob  reprefented  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  as  a  grievous  infult ;  for  which  reafon  I  received  fe- 
veral  extraordinary  letters  from  the  Board. 

28th  September  1761,  I  was  ordered  by  the  Seleft  Committee  to  with- 
draw the  proteftion  from  Ramnarrain,  which  I  did  accordingly.  —  He 
was  foon  after  murdered,  and    his   treafure   feized. 

Ramnarrain  had  been  Naib,  or  deputy-governor  of  Patna,  under  Jaf- 
fier  Ally  Khan  ;  and  was  continued,  through  the  influence  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  in  his  naibfhip  under  CofTim  Ally  Khan,  the  fucceeding  Nabob. 

The  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  conceived  the  tranfac- 
tions  concerning  Ramnarrain  to  be  of  material  confequence  in  their  en- 
quiry ;  becaufe  thefe  tranfaftions  have  been  reprefented  to  the  Company, 
by  one  of  their  principal  fervants,  as  the  caufe  of  all  others  which 
contributed  the  moft  to  bring  on  the  war  with  Coffim  Ally  Khan  :  and 
by  another  principal  fervant  it  is  alledged,  that  the  delivering  up  of 
that  perfon  was  a  neceflary  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  in 
conformity  to  the  juft  rights  of  the  Nabob  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  and  the 
treaty  fubfifting  between  him  and  the  Company. 


C  c  2  Lord 
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Lord  dive's  Account  of  RamnarraltCs  Affair. 

T    ORD   CLIVE    being  requefted  to  relate  what  were  the  engage- 
ments entered  into   by  Ramnarrain  with  the  Nabob,   he  faid,  There 
was  no  engagement  in   writing:    That   after  his  Lordfhip   was  called   up 
to  the  afTiftance  of   Meer  Jaffier,   in  the  beginning  of  the  year   1758,  his 
Excellency   defired    him    to    write    to    Ramnarrain,    aflliring    him  of    the 
,  Englifli   proteftion ;    for  that   Ramnarrain   would  put  confidence  in  fuch 
a  letter,    but    not    in   one  from    himfelf;    and    that   he   Ihould,    by    that 
means,  get   pofleffion  of  his  perfon,  and    might  cut  off  his  head :   That 
his  Lordlhip  told  him,  it  was  not  the  cuftom  of  the  Englifh  to  be  guilty 
ef  fuch  tranfadlions  :  that  if  he  was   inclined  to  reduce  him   by    force   of 
arms,  he  was   ready    to   affift   him  ;    but  if    he  chofe   that    his    Lordfhip 
fhould    make  him  any  promifes,    he   muft  fulfil    them  :  That  the  Nabob 
preferred   the   latter  j    in   confequence  of  which,    his    Lordfhip    wrote    ta 
Ramnarrain,    that  if    he    would    come    into    the  prefence,    and    acknowr 
ledge  the  Nabob,    he    fhould    be    kept    in   his   government   on  the  fame 
footing    as  he  had   been   under  Serajah   Dowlah  :    That  he  came   accor- 
dingly J    paid  obedience  to   the   Nabob,    jind    was  confirmed    in   his   go- 
vernment, upon   condition   that  he  fhould  pay   the  Nabob,  Meer  Jaffier, 
the   fame    rents    or    tribute    as   he    had    paid  to    Serajah   Dowlah :    what 
that  was,  his  Lordfhip  could  not  tell ;    but  he  believed  he  was  to  have 
paid  a  certain  fum,  which  might  have    been   increafed  or  decreafed  upon 
various   circumftances :  That  when  he  took  leave  of  Meer  Jaffier,  at  his 
departure  to  England,   he  talked  over  with  him  the   flate    in   which   he 
left    the    provinces :    That    he    always    underftood    that    Ramnarrain     re- 
mained   in    the  government    at   Patna,   through   the    Englifh   protedion, 
much  againft   the  inclination   of  Meer  Jaffier  j   and   that,   if  his   Excel- 
lency   had    had   any  complaints   to    have    made    againfl    him,   he    would 
certainly  have  made  tl»em  to  his  Lordlhip ;  but  that  none  were  made. 


^  General 
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General  Carnac's  Account  of  the  fame^ 

/^ENERAL  CARNAC  being  requefted  to  give  an  account  of  the  affair  of 
Ramnarrain,  faid,  That  befides  the  offers  made  him  by  Rajabulkib,  who 
wanted  to  fucceed  him,  he  received  many  large  ones  from  the  Nabob  himfelf, 
for  his  afTiflance  to  remove  Ramnarrain,  and  had  no  doubt  but  that  great  ones 
were  made  to  Colonel  Coote,  who  was  his  fuperior  :  That  the  offer  from  the 
Nabob  was  no  fpecific  fum,  but  unlimited  :  That  he  could  not  recolledl 
the  terms  on  which  Ramnarrain  was  to  hold  the  Naibfliip  of  Patna,  but  was 
certain  feme  engagements  were  entered  into  by.  Lord  Clive,  to  fupport  him 
in  the  Naibar.  And  being  afked.  What  were  the  circumftances  relative  to  the 
delivering  up  of  Ramnarrain  ?  he  faid.  He  concluded  that  the  Englifli  pro- 
teftion  was  withdrawn  from  him  immediately  on  the  witnefs's  leaving  Patna, 
being  certain  that  he  was  recalled  from  thence,  becaufe  the  Council  were 
confcious,  that  fo  long  as  he  was  there,  he  would  not  fuffer  that  protection  to 
be  withdrawn  :  That  Ramnarrain  was  put  to  death  by,  Goffim  Ally  Khan, 
as  well  as  Rajabullub  his  competitor,  and  almoft  every  Gentoo  in  the  pro- 
vince, of  any  rank  or  fortune,,  moft  of  which  fe£b  were  well  difpofed  to  the 
Englilh,  and  rich.  And  being  afked,  Whether  Ramnarrain  owed  confiderable 
fums  to  Coflim  Ally  Khan,  at  the  time  he  was  delivered  up  ?  he  faid,  He 
firmly  believed  not. 


yl4r.  Batfon's  Account  of  the  Practices  in  the  fame  Period,  between  the  Company* s 

Servants  and  the  Country  Powers. 

15UT  in  order  to  give  further  lights  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  praftices  of  that 
period,  between  the  Company's  fervants  and  the  country  powers,  in  matters 
of  protcdlion ;  and  alfo  to  fhew  the  jealoufies  the  Nabob  Coffim  Ally  Khan 
entertained  on  that  fubjeft,  and  the  determination  he  had  formed  to  make 
exemplary  punifhments  of  thole  who  fliould  feek  proteftion  of  the  Englilh ; 
your  Committee  entered  into  the  examination  of  the  circumftances  relating 
to  the  feizing  and  putting  to  death  of  Harris  Choudry,  in  the  year  1762  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  they  examined  Stanlake  Batfon,  Efquire;  who  informed 
the  Committee,  That  Harris  Choudry  had  been  one  of  the  Company's  dad- 
ney,  or  contrafting  merchants,  at  the  Coffimbuzar  fadory,  in  Mr.  Watts's . 

chicfftiipj 
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chieflhip  ;  and  he  had  likewife  been  employed  as  the  Company's  vackeel,  or 
agent,  at  the  Nabob's  court,  but  not  fince  the  year  1756  :   That  at  the  time 
he  was  feized,  he  was  in  fome  employment  under  Coffim  Ally  Khan  :  That 
when   Mr.   Vanfittart    made    Coffim   Nabob,    he  permitted   Mr.   Mott,   an 
Englifhman,  to  refide  at  Muxadabnd  as  a  banker ;  That  Harris  Choudry 
complained  to  the  witnefs,  that  Mr.  Mott  was   about   to  feize  a  houfe,  or 
piece  of  land,  at  Muxadabad,  which  belonged  to  him,  and  convinced  him  that 
Mr.  Mott  was  going  to  do  a  piece  of  injullice,  and   obtained  of  him  fome 
feapoys  for  the  protedtion  of  his  property  :  Tiiat  Mr.   Matt,  prefuming  on 
the  influence  he  had  over  the  Nabob,  by  Mr.  Vanfittart's  means,  did  not 
defift  from  feizing  the  houfe,  but  applied  to  the  Governor  of  Muxadabad  for 
feapoys,  and  a  fray  happened  between  the  two'' p'arties,  in  which  he  believes 
fome  were  wounded  ;  in  confequence  of  which  Harris  Choudry  was  feized, 
and  after  fome  confinement,  blown  away  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon.     The 
witnefs  believed  Mr.  Vanfittart  did  not  ufe  his  influence  with  the  Nabob  to 
fave  him,  deeming  his  execution  a  juft  reward  for  his  rebellion,  as  he  de- 
clared at  the  Board,  upon  the  witnefs  fpeaking  in  his  favour.     The  wit.iefs 
could  not  fay  whether  it  was  underftood  by  the  Nabob,  that  he  was  under 
the  Company's  protedtion  by  having  their  feapoys-,  but  faid  that  he  granted 
him  feapoys,  as  having  been  in  the  Company's  fervice  as  vackeel  of  the  fac- 
tory.    The  witnefs  further  faid.  He  believed  Harris  Choudry  was  put  to 
death  merely  on  account  of  the  conteft  with  Mr.  Mott;  and  did  not  know 
of  any  application  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  fave  him.     He  believed 
Harris   Choudry  had  no  opportunity  of  making  fuch  application  himfelf, 
being  clofe  prifoner. 

The  Committee,  in  the  next  place,  examined  into  the  caufes  of  the  war 
between  Coffim  Ally  Khan  and  the  Company-,  and  Stanlake  Batfon,  Efquire, 
being  defired  to  give  an  account  of  the  effedts  of  promulgating  the  Mongheer 
treaty,  faid.  That  on  the  fame  being  made  public,  the  Nabob  Coffim  Ally 
Khan  fent  orders  to  all  his  Zeminders  and  officers  to  prevent  the  Englifli 
from  trading  in  fait,  beetle-nut,  and  tobacco :  That  by  one  letter,  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Engliffi,  it  appeared  that  the  Nabob  had  ordered 
tlie  man  to  whom  it  was  addreflcd,  to  Itop  the  Engliflh  in  their  trade,  all  but 
his  friends  Meffieurs  Vanfittart  and  Haftings  :  That  the  faid  letter  ought  to 
be  upon  the  confultations  -,  and  he  was  fure  that  the  words,  "  all  but  my 
friends  Vanfittart  and  Haltings,"  or  to  that  purpofe,  were  in  the  letter  read 
■    ^''-'::  at 
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at  the  Board,  and  that  the  other  was  to  flop  the  trade:  That,  in  his  opinion, 
the  breach  with  Coffim  Ally  Khan  arofe  from  his  defire  and  intention  of 
making  himfclf  totally  independent  of  the  Englifn,  and  not  from  any  inor- 
dinate defire  of  the  Englilh  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  the  country  without 
paying  him  his  duties  :  That  he  never  heard  that  the  gentlemen,  engaged  in 
the  fait,  beetle-nut,  and  tobacco  trade,  refufed  paying  the  old  eftablifhed 
duties;  but  that  the  Englifli  in  general  traded  duty  free:  That,  to  the  befl:  of 
his  knowledge,  the  Engiifh  traded,  prior  to  the  year  1756,  in  all  articles  ex- 
cept fait,  beetle-nut,  tobacco,  fak-petre,  and  Chutta  filk,  which  were  all 
farmed  out :  That  fait  is  an  import  at  Bengal,  being  made  at  Maflulapatam 
and  in  Perfia  :  That  the  Englifli  began  to  trade  in  fait  about  theend  of  1757, 
foon  after  which  it  became  general  :  That  Cofllm  Ally  Khan  threatened  to 
lay  open  the  trade  of  Bengal  duty  free,  but  he  believed  never  did  :  That  if 
the  order  had  been  put  in  execution,  all  nations  would  have  been  on  the  fame 
footing  as  the  Englifh:  That  the  Englifh  refufing  to  pay  the  Nabob's  duties, 
was  alledg-d  as  one  caufe  of  the  bieach  between  them  ;  but  the  witnefs,  be- 
lieved it  was  not  really  fo,  being  only  a  pretence,. 


General  Carnac*s  Account  ef  the  Caufes  of  the  Difference  between  Coffim  Ally  Khan 

anu  the  EngUJh. 

/^ENERAL  CARNAC  being  examined  as  to  the  caufes  of  the  difference 
between  CofTim  Ally  Khan  and  the  Englifh,  faid.  That,,  in  his  opinion, 
CofTim  Ally  Khan  was  determined,  from  the  beginning,  tolet.  himfelf  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  Englifli  power  as  expeditioufly  as  pofTible  ;  and  that  it  was. 
natural  he  fhould  do  fo,  having  no  fecurity  for  the  Englifh  faith  being  better 
kept  with  him  than  his  predecefTor  Meer  JafHer,  who  had  been  eflablilhed  by 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  whole  fettlement ;  whereas  this  revolution 
was  efFedcd  by  a  fev/  members  of  the  then  adminiftration,  who  availed  them- 
felves  of  an  occafional  majority  •,,  and  every  aft  of  CofTim  Ally  Khan's  fhewed 
his   difpofition  :   he  expreffcd  his   refentment  on  all  occafions   againfl  iuch 
perfons  of  the  country  as  had  any  intcrcourfe  with  the  Englifh,  fo  that  none 
of  the  officers  of  the  government  dared  vifu  the  Englifh  in  the  familiar  man, 
ner  which  had  been  ufual  for  two  or  three  years  paft  :  he  removed  the,  feat  of 
she  governmeiu  from  Muxadabad,  which  had  been  the  metropolis  of  his  pre- 

decefTors 
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deceflfors  for  feveral  years  pafl:,  and  intended  to  have  eflablifhed  it  at  Raja- 
maul  ;  but  at  this  time  chiefly  refided  at  Mongheer,  which  was  ftill  confi- 
derably  further  from  the  Englifli  fettlement:   in  all  parts  of  the  country,  of 
Mongheer  and  Dacca  particularly,  they  were  bufily  employed  in  making 
arms  for  him  ;  he  difmifl*ed  moft  of  the  troops  that  had  been  in  the  employ 
of  his  predeceflbr,  from  a  fufpicion  of  their  having  an  attachment  to  the 
Englifli,  and  got  a  new  fet  of  Mogul  officers  in  his  fervice,  who  brought 
new  troops  with  them;  he  raifed  and  difciplined  a  confiderable  number  of 
feapoys,  and  collefted  as  large  an  army  as  he  could,  at  a  great  expence,  un- 
necefl"arily,  as  by  the  treaty  with  the  Englifli  they  were  to  lend  him  afliftancc 
in  cafe  his  affairs  required  it :  he  endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  communication 
between  the  fadtory  of  Patna  and  the  city,  by  flautting  up  a  gate  contiguous 
to  the  faftory,  and  fenced  the  part  of  the  city  towards  the  river  with  a  wall, 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  Company's  boats  -,    and  this  could  only 
have  been  done  with  hoftile  intentions,  as  the  vicinity  of  the  fadorj-^,  and 
the  Englifli  troops  therein,  were  the  befl:  defence  he  could  have  on  that  fide ; 
and  that  the  principal  advifers  of  Cofllm  Ally  Khan  in  thefe  meafures  were 
the  Armenians,  who  feemed  to  wifli  to  have  the  Englifli  extirpated  from  the 
country,  that  the  principal  fliare  of  the  commerce   might    be  carried  on 
through  them  :  that  one  Coja  Gregory  was  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  he 
liad  feveral  Armenians  in  the  command  of  his  feapoy  battalions. 

The  witnefs  did  not  think  there  was  any  violation  of  treaties  on  the  part 
of  the  Englifli  -,  he  faid.  There  might  have  been,  and  probably  there  were, 
fome  abufes  in  the  article  of  trade  •,  and  that  thofe  in  the  Englifli  adminiflira- 
tion,  who  were  the  friends  of  Cofllm  Ally  Khan,  took  great  pains  to  have  it 
reprefented,  that  what  was  called  inland  trade  was  the  fource  of  our  diA 
ao-reement  with  him,  and  were  very  induflirious  in  proving  that  trade 
illegal. 

Being  afl<ed.  Whether  the  complaints  alledged  by  Cofllm  Ally  Khan 
againfl:  Mr.  Ellis,  in  particular,  were  well  founded,  he  faid.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve they  were  ;  but  that  the  Nabob  had  been  indun:rioufly  taught  to  be- 
lieve, that  every  gentleman  who  did  not  approve  of  the  revolution  was  hof- 
tile to  him,  and  from  thence  he  had  been  guilty  of  feveral  infl;ances  of  difre- 
fpeft  to  them,  and  refufed  a  vifit  from  Mr.  Ellis,  an  indignity  that  had 
never  before  been  offered  to  the  chief  of  a  factory ;  That  this,  with  other 

circumftances. 
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circumftanccs,   might  excite,  perhaps,  too  ftrong  a  degree  of  refentment  in 
that  gentleman. 

And  in  regard  to  the  military  tranfaftions  of  that  period,  on  the  firfl:  of 
January  1761,  he  took  the  command  of  the  army,  which  lay  encamped 
clofe  to  Patna,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Bahar,  then  in  a  mod  diftradled 
ftate.  The  Shahzadah,  who  had  in  his  fervice  Monfieur  Law,  with  the 
fhattered  remains  of  his  countrymen  from  Chandernagore,  was  in  Conger 
Khan's  country,  not  more  than  fifty  miles  from  Patna,  whither  the  difaffedled 
Rajahs  flocked  to  his  ftandard,  and  every  Zemindar  made  a  pretext  of  the 
troubles  to  evade  payment  of  his  ftipulated  revenue  -,  moreover,  the  Hin- 
doftan  troops,  who  compofed  part  of  the  army,  were  grown  outrageous  from 
the  changes  of  the  government,  as  they  defpaired  recovering  the  immenfe  ar- 
rears of  pay  due  to  them  by  the  depofed  Nabob,  their  late  mafter.  The 
proteftion  offered  by  the  Englifh  to  the  Shahzadah  occafioned  much  difcon- 
tent  and  jealoufy  to  the  Nabob  CoiTim  Ally  Khan  •,  nor  was  the  Prince 
eafy  on  his  part,  having  been  exceedingly  alarmed  by  an  infurredion  In  his 
camp,  the  23d  of  April,  in  which  he  would  mod  probably  have  been  cut 
off,  but  for  the  timely  interpofition  of  the  witnefs.  The  Shahzadah  fufpe<fled 
this  infurreftion  to  have  been  fet  on  foot  by  Coffim  Ally  Khan  :  The 
Prince,  finding  that  neither  the  Prefidency  nor  the  Nabob  were  in  a  condition 
to  favour  him  to  the  extent  of  his  wilhes,  he  was  folicicous  to  leave  the 
Englifh  army. 

That  in  the  interim  Colonel  Coote  arrived  at  the  army,  foon  after  which 
the  Shahzadah  began  his  march  from  Patna  :  That  he  was  conducSled  by  the 
witnefs  to  the  CarumnafTa  (the  river  that  feparates  the  province  of  Bahar 
from  Shujah  Dowla's  country) :  That  he  crofTed  the  river  the  21ft  of  June, 
and  was  met  the  fame  day  a  few  miles  off  by  Shujah  Dowla.  The  witnefs 
proceeded  to  fay,  that  all  polTibility  of  accommodation,  after  the  continual 
feries  of  difputes  which  had  iubfifted  between  the  Englifh  and  Coffim  Ally 
Khan,  being  cut  off  by  the  inhuman  murder  of  Mr.  Amyatt,  and  the  gentle- 
men of  his  family,  and  his  attendants,  as  they  v/,ere  returning  under  the 
faith  of  a  fafeconduft  to  Calcutta,  a  v/ar  was  declared  againfl  him  the  be- 
ginning of  July  1763  ;  the  reftoration  of  Meer  Jaifier  was  refolved  on,  and. 
be  was  proclaimed  accordingly. 

The  witnefs  further  faid.  That  Colonel  Coote  being  departed  for  Europe;> 
the  chief  command  devolved  upon  Major  Adams,  of  his  Majefty's  84th 
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regiment  :  That  he  the  wltnefs  was  ordered  upon  a  feparate  command,  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  province  of  Burdwan  -,  but  as  the  main  army  of  CoQim 
Ally  Khan  was  moving  downwards,  it  was  afterwards  judged  neceflary  that 
the  detachment  under  his  command  fhould  join  the  Major,  who  had  made 
his  way  through  every  oppofition  to  the  capital,  and  poflcfled  himfelf  of  it 
by  ftorm  :  That  he  effetfled  that  junftion  with  the  urmoft  difiiculty,  on  ac- 
count of  the  floods,  and  arrived  in  time  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  battle  of  Ge- 
riah,  the  2d  of  Auguft  :  That,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  after  a  campaign  com- 
menced and  profecuted  under  the  inconceivable  hardfhips  and  difficulties 
which  attend  being  in  the  field  during  the  violence  of  the  wet  feafon  in  Ben- 
gal, CofTim  Ally  Khan  was  driven  out  of  the  provinces,  and  fignalized  his 
fliorht  by  the  unparalleled  and  barbarous  maflacre,  in  cold  blood,  of  every 
Enwlifh  gentleman,  as  well  civil  as  military,  (Mr.  FuUerton  only  excepted) 
and  of  a  number  of  other  perfons,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  three 
hundred,  who  had  the  misfortune,  through  mifchances  of  war,  to  be  his 
prifoners. 

Major  Grant's  Account  of  the  War  with  Cojfwi,  of  his  Forces,  and  of  his 
being  driven  out  of  his  Dominions. 

JlJAJOR  WILLIAM  GRANT  informed  the  Committee,  that 
he  was  in  India  in  the  year  1763,  in  the  feveral  ftations  of  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  army.  Secretary  and  Aid  de  Camp  to  Major  Adams,  and 
Field  Eno-ineer.  Major  Adams  was  the  the  eldcfl:  Major  in  his  Majef- 
ty's  84th  regiment,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  troops  in  Bengal  ; 
which  troops,  when  the  Major  took  the  field  againft  Coffim  Ally  Khan, 
amounted  to  fix  hundred  Europeans,  and  nine  companies  of  Seapoys, 
each  company  confifting  of  an  hundred  men  ;  and  a  detachment  of  the 
Company's  troops,  confifting  of  an  hundred  Europeans  and  a  battalion 
of  Seapoys,  were  at  that  time  at  Midnapore,  who  were  ordered  to  join 
him,  and  aftually  did  fo,  after  the  fi:orming  the  lines  of  Muxadabad  : 
That,  exclufive  of  the  army  above-mentioned,  there  was  a  detachment 
of  fifty  Europeans,  the  Black  Cavalry,  and  three  companies  of  Seapoys, 
with  two  guns,  ordered  on  as  an  advanced  guard  of  the  army,  on  the 
25th  of  June,    to  Ambore,  and  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  Burdwan 
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province.  This  detachment  was  with  very  great  difficulty  equipped, 
there  being  a  g'-eat  want  of  bullocks  for  drawing  the  artillery  and  carry- 
ing  the  tents ;  likewife  of  boats,  cooleys,  and  almoft  every  other  necef- 
Hiry.  Of  the  number  of  about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  as  above 
ftated,'  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  might  be  King's  troops,  and 
the  reft  were  the  troops  of  the  Company. 

On  the  26th  of  June  the  army  marched,  in  order  to  join  the  ad- 
vanced detachment  at  Ambore ;  where  they  arrived  the  loth  of  July. 
On  the  4th,  It  had  been  determined  by  the  Board,  to  proclaim  Meer 
Jaffier  Nabob,  having  the  preceding  day  received  fome  alarm  of  Mr. 
Amyatt  and  the  CofTimbuzar  factory,  though  no  certain  intelligence  had 
been  procured,  the  letter-carriers  having  been  driven  from  their  rcfpec- 
tive  ftations,  by  order  of  Cofllm  Ally  Khan.  On  the  10th,  they  received 
intelligence  of  the  total  defeat  of  the  troops  at  Patna,  and  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  mafl"acre  of  Mr.  Amyatt  at  Coffimbuzar.  On  the  nth,  the 
Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  after  having  concluded  the  treaty  with 
the  Governor  and  Council,  left  Calcutta  to  join  the  army ;  the  wit- 
nefs  attended  him  as  his  cfcort.  On  the  17th,  they  joined  the  army,  then 
advanced  to  Agurdeep.  On  the  19th,  they  came  to  a  general  encrace- 
ment  with  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  Mahomed  Tucky  Khan, 
at  BuUopara,  when  they'  gained  a  complete  viilory  ;  in  confcquence 
of  which  the  enemy  abandoned.  Cutwall,  a  fort  on  the  conflux  of  the 
rivers  Coffimbuzar  and  Agar.  —  On  the  23d,  the  army  advanced  to 
Chunna  Colly  -,  and  on  the  24th,  in  the  morning,  ftormed  the  enemy's 
inveftments  at  Mbotejil,  by  which  they  got  poflrffion  of  Muxadabad, 
with  about  fifty  pieces  of  cannon.  The  27th  or  28th,  the  army  crofTed  the 
Coffimbuzar  river,  and  was  joined  by  the  detaclmnent  before-mentioned 
from  Midnapore.  On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  after  croffing  a  nulla  or 
ravin,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they  came  to  a  general  engagement  with 
the  whole  of  their  troops,  in  a  plain  called  Geriah  :  That  the  enemy  had. 
collefted  their  whole  force^  confifting  of  ten  or  twelve  battalions  of  Sea- 
poys,  regularly  difciplined,  and,  by  report,  of  fifteen  thoufand  horfe,  with 
feventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  mounted  in  the  EnglilTl  manner,  being  many 
of  them  taken  from  their  army  and  fiftory  at  Patna,  and  worked  by 
an  hundred  and  feventy  Europeans  :  after  an  obftinate  difpute  of 
fpur   hours,  (in  which  the   enemy    broke  a  part   of  the   Englifli  troops, 
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had   taken    poflefTion   of  two   pieces    of  their    cannon,    and   attacked  his 
Majefty's    84th  regiment  in  front    and  rear)  they   ga'ned  a  complete  vic- 
tory J   the  enemy   having   abandoned   all    their    cannon,   together  with  an 
hundred  and  fifty  boats,  laden  with  grain  and  other  ftores :  That  on  the 
nth,    the   army    advanced   to   OiitahnuUa,    a  fort  which  the   eneniy   had 
fortified,    being  fituate    between  the   chain    of  hills  and  the  river  j    from 
the  former  to   the   latter  they  had  thrown  up  an  intrenchment,  on  which 
they    had    mounted  about  an    hundred    pieces    of  cannon;     the  entrench- 
ment was  full  of  water,  deep,   and  about    fifty  or  fixty   feet  broad  j    the 
ground  in  front  was  fwampy,   and  no  poffibility  of  an  approach,   but  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  ground  was  dry  for  about  the  breadth 
of  an  hundred  yards  :   there  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  make   a  fhew   of 
a  regular  attack,  in  order   to  draw   off  the   enemy's    attention    from  the 
banks  next   the  hill ;    but  as   they  were  daily   harrafled  by  numerous  bo- 
dies of  their  cavalry,    both  in   front    and    rear,    they  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  extending  their   encampment.     After  having  amufed  the  enemy 
with  their  approaches  and  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  they 
made    falfe    attacks,    on    the  5th  of    September  they   made  the  real  one, 
on  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  in  which,   after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  they  fuc- 
ceeded,    and    got   pofTeflion  of  the  whole  of  their  cannon,    having   made 
a  very  great   flaughter  of  the   enemy,  and   taken   about  one   thoufand  of 
their  cavalry  prifoners.     It  was  reported,  that  Coffim    had  fixty   thoufand 
people  in  arms   in  that  entrenchment;    and  the  whole  Englifh   army  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  three  thoufand  firelocks.    That  about  the  end 
of  September,  they  advanced  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mongheer,  which 
they  were   obliged   to   attack  regularly  ;    and   in    the   beginning  of  Odlo- 
ber,   after    having    made   a    practicable   breach,    the  garrifon,    confifting  of 
two  thoufand  Seapoys,  capitulated.     That  place  Coffim  had  made  his  ca- 
pital, and  had  ftrengthened  as  much  as  his  time  and  circumftances   would 
admit.     There  they  received  accounts  of  the  maflacre  of  the  Englilh  gen- 
tlemen and  foldi'jrs  who  were  prifoners  of  war,  amounting  all  together  to 
about  two  hundred,  at  Patna  and  other  places. 

And  the  witncfs  obferved.  That  at  Chabaud,  when  on  march  to 
Mongheer,  Major  Adams  received  a  letter  from  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  fig- 
nifying  his  refolution,  in  cafe  the  army  fhould  advance  further,  to  cut 
off  the  Englilli  gentlemen  in  his  pofleffion.     At  that  time  Meffieurs  Adams, 
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Batfon,  and  Carnac,  wrote  to  MefTieurs  Ellis  and  Hay,  recommending  to 
them  to  endeavour  to  purchafe  their  liberty  of  the  guard  who  were  over 
them,  at  any  price  ;  to  which  they  returned  for  anfwer,  Tiiat  they  ought 
not  to  be  attentive  to  them ;  for  they  muft  fubmit  to  their  fate :  and 
defired,  that  no  confideration  of  them  fhould  prevent  the  army  from  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  witnefs  further  obferved.  That  it  was  while  the  army  lay  at  Cha- 
baud,  that  they  were  informed  that  Ramnarrain  and  Rajah  Bullub  were 
fent  out  in  a  boat  fropi  Mongheer,  before  Coffim  had  left  it,  to  a  little 
reach  in  the  river,  in  fight  of  the  garrifon,  where  they  were  put  to  death  : 
and  about  the  fame  time,  Rajah  Fulta  Sing,  and  nine  more  of  Ram- 
narrain's  relations,  were  likewifc  put  to  death  :  and  that,  on  the  advance  of 
the  army  to  Patna,  they  found  the  bodies  of  the  two  Sects  buried  in 
an  apartment  of  a  houfe  at  Bakar  5  they  had  been  put  to  death  by  Coflim's 
order,  and  expofed,  under  a  guard  of  Seapoys,  to  beads  and  birds  of 
prey,  that  they  might  not  be  burned,  according  to  the  rites  of  their 
religion,  being  Gentoos. 

And  the  witnefs  proceeded  to  relate.  That  about  the  end  of  the 
month  they  were  advanced  to  the  environs  of  Patna,  of  which  place, 
after  a  fpirited  defence,  they  made  themfelves  matters  on  the  6ch  of 
November  *,  by  ftorm  ;  the  enemy  having,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fiege, 
got  poffeffion  of  one  of  their  batteries,  and  blown  up  their  magazine. 
— After  the  capture  of  Patna,  the  enemy  made  no  further  ftand. — The 
army  advanced,  about  the  end  of  December,  to  the  banks  of  the  Ca- 
rumnafla,  the  boundary  of  the  province  ;  at  which  time  Coflim,  with 
the  (hattered  remains  of  his  army  and  treafure,  was  waiting  to  complete 
his  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Ganges,  in  order  to  crofs  over  to  Shu- 
jah  Dowlah's  country,  which  he  entered  on  the  4th  of  December.  On 
the  9th,  Major  Adams  left  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major  Knox, 
intending  to  embark  for  Europe. — The  troops,  he  faid,  at  this  time  lying 
inaftive  on  the  frontiers  of  the  province,  entertained  an  idea,  that  their  officers 
would  not  proceed  to  the  neceflary  feverity  of  military  punifhments  ;  and 
in  his  opinion,  this  was  the  firft  grounds  of  the  mutinous  difpofition  which 
prevailed  in  their   army    for  fome  time  after,   and   had  well  nigh   occa- 
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fioned  the  lofs  of  the  whole  province  :  That  about  the  middle  of  Ja- 
nuary *  he  arrived  at  Calcutta,  where  he  received  the  firll  account  of 
Major  Adams'b  death. 

The  witnefs  being  queftioned  as  to  the  condition  of  CofTim  Ally 
Khan's  army,  he  faid.  It  was  better  appointed,  and  better  difciplined, 
than  he  had  ever  feen  any  Indian  army  before.  And  being  afked, 
"Whether,  on  the  march  of  the  army  under  Major  Adams,  the  probabi- 
lity of  fuccefs  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh  or  Meer  Coffim  ?  he  faid. 
To  a  reflecting  mind,  it  muft  evidently  have  appeared  in  favour  of  Cof- 
fim, though  the  troops  were,  he  believed,  all  determined,  to  a  man, 
either  to  conquer  or  die,  there  being  no  other  refource. 

The  witnefs  was  alfo  afked,  Where  Coffim  Ally  Khan  was  fupplied 
with  the  great  quantities  of  artillery  he  all  along  appeared  to  have  had  ? 
he  faid.  That  he  purchafed  the  greateft  part  of  his  field-artillery  clan- 
deftinely  of  the  Europeans ;  that  he  had  carriages  made  by  his  own 
people,  from  Englifli  models  ;  that  two  fix-pounders  were  delivered  over 
to  him  at  Patna  (by  whom,  he  does  not  know)  -,  and  that  his  carriages 
were  made  with  elevating  fcrews  j  and  in  every  refpefb  as  good  as  the 
models. 


CHAP.       X. 

Rejloration  of  Meer  yaffier,   and  the  War  with    Shujah  Dow/a,  to 
whom  CoJJim  Ally  Khan  bad  fie d  for  ProteSlion. 

TH  E  evidence  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  the 
war  with  Shujah  Dowla,  begins  with  the  opinion  given  by  Major 
Carnac  to  the  Council  at  Fort  William,  4th  July  1763  ;  which  was  as 
follows : 

Major  Carnac  entirely  difapproved  the   revolution  in  favour  of  Cof- 
fim   Ally  Khan,   and   did  not  deem    the  authority,    by  which  ii  was   efi- 
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fefled,  fufficient,  from  a  convidion,  if  the  whole  Council  had  been  con- 
fulted,  the  majority  would  have  been  againft  it  •,  yet,  from  the  moment 
we  had  the  advice  of  our  employers  havirg  acquiefced  therein,  it  became 
our  common  duty  to  fupport  to  the  utmofl:  the  new  Nizam,  fo  long  as 
our  rights  and  privileges  were  not  infringed  by  him  ;  and  the  Major  can 
fafely  aver,  no  perfon  at  the  Board  is  more  truly  concerned  than  himfclf,  a 
the  mcafures  we  are  under  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  taking.  The  Na- 
bob Coffim  Ally  Khan  has,  for  fome  time  paft,  fliewn  fach  an  indifpo- 
fition  towards  us,  as  would  render  it  the  height  of  folly  to  place  any  con- 
fidence in  him  ;  and,  however  inclined  the  Board  have  Ihewn  themfelves,  by 
their  long  forbearance,  and  -their  fending  deputies,  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
a  mutual  friendlhip,  he  has,  by  his  late  ads,  abfolutcly  put  it  out  of  our 
power,  confiftently  with  honour,  to  come  to  an  accommodation  with  him  i 
we  Ihall  therefore  be  juftified  to  the  Company  and  the  world,  in  exerting  our 
endeavours  for  the  rcftoration  of  Meer  Jaffier ;  an  atonement  which  Major 
Carnac  looks  upon  as  due  to  him  for  the  injuftice  which  he  thinks  was  done 
him  in  depofing  him  -,  and  he  is  of  opinion  he  fliould  be  proclaimed  at  Cal- 
cutta, and  taken  up  by  Major  Adams  to  Moorfhedabad,  and  there  placed 
upon  the  Mufnud  ;  and  that  a  manifefto  fhould  be  publiflied,  fetting  forth 
the  reafons  for  the  change  of  government:  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that, 
as  Meer  Jaffier,  from  the  conGderation  in  which  he  has  for  many  years  been 
held,  muft  have  a  number  of  friends,  feveral  of  tlie  moft  confidcrable  perfons 
in  the  country  will  flock  to  his  (landard. 

Major  Carnac  begs  leave  to  fubinit  to  the  Board  the  terms  which,  in  his 
opinion,  fhould  be  made  the  ground-work  of  a  treaty  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween us  and  Meer  Jaffier. 

The  confirmation  of  the  ceffion  of  the  three  provinces  of  Burdwan,  Mid- 
napore,  and  Chittagong;  with  this  alteration,  that  they  be  now  made  over  to 
us  in  property,  inllead  of  their  revenues  only  being  affigned  to  us,  as  is  the 
cafe  at  prefent. 

An  univerfal  freedom  of  trade  to  be  allowed  us,  and  the  other  privileges 
which  the  deputies  were  commiffioned  to  demand  of  Coffim  Ally  Khan. 

The  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  a  full  indemnification  to  be 
made  to  the  private  fufi'erers,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  for  all  lofles  fufiained. 
To  enable  Meer  Jaffier  to  do  fo  immediately,  the  treafure  of  Coffim  Ally 
Khan,  if  laid  hold  of,  to  be  put  into  his  hands  ;  but  in  cafe  of  failure 
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herein,  the  revenues  of  the  Nuddea  province  to  be  mortgaged  to  us  till  every 
body  is  reimburfed. 

The  farm  of  the  Purnea  Petre  to  be  given  to  the  Company. 

The  ill  confequence  of  fuffering  an  overgrowth  of  power  in  a  Nabob 
being  but  too  apparent,  he  Ihould  in  future  be  limited  in  the  number  of  his 
forces,  fo  as  to  be  obliged  to  have  his  main  dependence  upon  thofe  of  the 
Englifli :  the  principal  of  our  troops  fhould  therefore  be  ftationed  at  Bur- 
rumpoor  (where  there  is  a  piece  of  ground  already  marked  out  and  given  to 
us)  where  proper  cantonments  may  be  ere6ted  for  them  at  the  Nabob's  ex- 
pence,  and  the  fingle  batta  alfo  paid  by  him.  There  they  will  be  at  hand  to 
be  detached  wherever  he  has  occafion  for  their  fervices ;  and  this  difpofition 
will  preferve  our  military,  it  being  a  very  healthy  fpot ;  whereas  they  have 
fatally  experienced  (the  two  laft  feafons  particularly)  the  unhealthinefs  of 
Calcutta. 

Agreeable  to  this  opinion,  Meer  JafEer  was  again  declared  Nabob. 

Fort  William,  the  8th  December,  1763. 
At  a  Confultation  ;    Prefent, 
The  Honourable  Henry  Vanfitcart,  Efquire,  Prefident, 
Commodore  John  B".  Tinker, 
Warren  Haftings, 
Randolph  IVIarriott, 
Hugh  Watts, 
A.  William  Senior,  Efquires. 

AGREED  we  write  a  letter  to  Major  Adams,  acquainting  him  that  wc 
have  paid  due  attention  to  the  contents  of  his,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
letters  from  Shujah  Dowla,  Shitabroy,  &c.  :  That  we  (hall  immediately  fix 
on  fome  proper  perfon  to  fend  as  our  agent  to  Shujah  Dowla's  court,  from 
whom,  being  informed  of  the  ftate  and  interefts  of  the  feveral  chiefs  of  the 
empire,  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  any  particular  engagements  Shujah 
Dowla  may  propofe  to  enter  into  with  the  Company  :  That  in  the  mean 
time  we  have  determined  thus  far,  that  Shujah  Dowla's  dominions  lying  con- 
tiguous to  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  it  will  be  for  our  mutual  interefts  to 
maintain  a  friendftiip  and  defenfive  alliance }  and  that  we  do  therefore  em- 
power 
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power  him  to  promife  in  our  name  that  we  fhall  be  ready  to  afTift  Shujah 
Dowla,  either  againft  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  or  any  other  enemy  who  may  in- 
vade or  attack  his  dominions  :  That  in  return,   however,    we  fliall   expeft 
from  him  to  declare  himfelf  openly  an  enemy  of  Cofllm  Ally  Khan,  and  ufc 
feis  utmoft  endeavours  to  feize  and  deliver  him  up  with  all  his  effedls  :   and 
unlefs  an  alliance  of  this  nature  is  firft  concluded  with  Shujah  Dowla,  or  an 
invitation  received  from  him,  Beny  Bahadre,  or  fome  other  officer  of  note  em- 
powered to  make  it,  we  would  not  have  our  army  pais  the  Carumnaffa  :  That 
if,  in  return  for  this  advance  of  ours  towards  an  alliance,  Shujah  Dowla,  on 
his  part,  incline  to  fend  a  principal  perfon  to  treat  at  Calcutta,  we  defire  he 
will  fui  nifh  him  with  the  neceiTary  paffports ;  but  that  if,  contrary  to  our  ex- 
peftations,  Shujah  Dowla  (hould  join  his  army  with  ColTim  Ally  Khan,  we 
defire  he  will,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  fuch  a  jundlion,  write  to  Shujah 
Dowla  in  high  terms ;  declaring  that  we  look  upon  it  as  an  open  aft  of  hof- 
tility  againft  us,  and  fliall  purfue  him  with  all  our  forces  wherever  he  goes. 
—That  he  (the  Major)  will  accordingly  in  fuch  cafe  advife  us,  and  we  ftiall 
immediately,  with  the  afljftance  of  the  fquadron,  reinforce  him  to  the  utmoft 
of  our  power,  to  enable  him  to  enter  Shujah  Dowla's  dominions  —  That  we 
obferve  from  thefe  letters,  Shujah  Dowlah  and  Beny  Bahadre  are  defirous  of 
our  becoming  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  King's  revenues,  in  return  for 
the  fubadary  faneds  to  be  granted  to  the  Nabob ;  but  this  we  would  on  no 
account  agree  to  ;  neither  do  we  think,  confidering  the  King's  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  and  the  ftate  of  the  empire,  that  thefe  faneds  are  of  any  fuch  confe- 
quence  as  to  make  the  Nabob  anxious  for  obtaining  them  at  the  great  ex- 
pence  which  has  hitherto  attended  applications  to  the  court  —  That  of  thefe 
our  fentiments  he  will  acquaint  the  Nabob,  and  recommend  to  him  not  to 
make  any  promife  of  money  on  that  head  ;  pointing  out  to  him  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  weight  and  fecurity  he  derives  from  our  prote<5t:ion  is  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  that  can  be  conveyed  him  by  thefe  faneds  •,  and  that  all  the 
money  he  can  colleft  will  be  wanted  to  pay  his  own  troops,  and  fulfil  his 
agreements  with  the  Company  —  That  from  what  appears  to  us  of  Shujah 
Dowla's  circumftances,  we  think  it  very  poflible  he  would  give  all  his  affift- 
ance  for  obtaining  the  faneds,  for  the  fake  only  of  our  offered  alliance — And 
upon  this  footing,  therefore,  he  (the  Major)  may  acquaint  the  Nabob  that  he 
fhall  requeft  them  — ^  That  as  thefe  negociations,  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
King  and  Shujah  Dowla's  army,  and  the  large  force  with  which  Coffim  Ally 

E  e  Khan 
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Khan  has  retired  from  the  province,  may  open  fcenes  of  bufinefs  of  great 
confequence  to  our  nation  in  India — we  muft  earneflly  repeat  our  requeft, 
that  he  will  remain  in  the  command  of  the  army  until  the  event  of  thefe 
doubtful  affairs  is  become  more  certain. 

But  before  thefe  inftruftions  reached  Major  Adams,  he  had  refigned  the 
command  of  the  army;  which  he  did  on  the  9th  of  December  1763  :  and 
when  this  was  known  to  the  Prefident  and  Council,  they  addrefled  the  follow- 
ing to  Major  John  Carnae  : 

Sir,  2d  February  1764. 

AG  REEABLY  to  the  refolution  of  Council  the  30th  December,  you 
will  pleafe  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  to  the  province  of  Bahar,  and 
talce  upon  you  the  command  of  the  army  rjow  ftationed  there.  On  your  ar- 
rival at  camp,  you  will  dire(5t  one  hundred  Europeans  and  a  thoufand  fea- 
poys  to  return  to  Bengal,  as  we  intend  a  detachment  of  that  force,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  fliall  always  be  cantoned  at  Ghyrottce,  and  kept  in 
readinefs  to  execute  any  fervices  which  may  be  requifite  below. 

As  Coffim  Ally  Khan  has  now  fled  out  of  thefe  provinces,  into  the  domi- 
nions of  Shujah  Dowla,  the  principal  objedt  of  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand will  be  to  watch  his  further  motions,  and  s^uard  and  maintain  the  tran- 
quillity  of  the  frontiers ;  and  you  will  therefore  pleafe  to  canton  the  troops 
as  near  the  boundaries  of  the  province  as  you  may  think  neceffary  for  thefe 
purpofes. 

From  the  difpofition  which  the  King  and  Shujah  Dowla  has  exprefled,  in 
their  late  letters  to  us,  and  the  anfwers  which  we  wrote  them,  we  are  in  hopes 
they  may  determine  to  forrender  Coffim  Ally  Khan  into  our  hands  •,  or,  at 
leaft,  by  (tripping  him  of  his  wealth,  and  obliging  him  to  diflund  his  forces^, 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  give  us  any  further  difturbance.  But  if,  contrary 
to  our  expedations,  they  fliould  refolve  to  join  the  fortune  of  Cofllm  Ally 
Khan,  and  march  with  their  forces  towards  Bengal,  we  defire  you  will  ad- 
vance the  army  to  the  banks  of  the  CarumnalTa,  and  oppofe  and  prevent  any 
enemies  from  entering  the  country. 

Our  fentiments  regarding  the  conduft  to  be  obferved  towards  the  King 
and  Shujah  Dowla,  you  will  find  contained  in  our  letter  of  inftrudions  to 
the  late  Major  Adams,  dated  8th  December  1763  ;  of  which  a  copy  is  here- 
with delivered  for  your  information.    And  as  the  anfwers  to  the  letters  which 

were 
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were  wrote  alfo  to  them  at  the  fame  time,  muft  pafs  through  your  hands,  you 
will  be  enabled  to  take  your  meafures  according  to  the  advices  which  they 
may  contain. 

In  this  letter  to  Major  Adams,  we  tranfmitted  our  opinion  with  refpefl:  to 
the  Nabob's  making  application  for  the  King's  faneds,  and  which,  you  will 
obferve,  we  defired  to  be  communicated  to  the  Nabob.  The  Prefident  like- 
wife  then  wrote  to  the  Nabob  to  the  fame  effe6l ;  but  we  are  forry  to  find, 
that  notwithftanding  our  counfel,  he  continues  ftill  very  earneft  in  this  point, 
and  has  aftually  executed  an  agreement  to  pay  to  the  King  twenty-eight 
lacks  of  rupees  annually,  with  five  lacks  Nuzerrana,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing thefe  faneds,  and  that  he  is  feeking  means  to  remit  above  one  half  of  that 
fum  immediately  to  court.  In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  we  have  beeri 
under  the  necefTuy  of  fending  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army, 
of  which  copies  are  inclofed  for  your  information.  And  we  cannot  help 
repeating  here,  that  we  think  this  ftep  of  the  Nabob's  a  mark  of  bad  po» 
licy  and  great  imprudence ;  for  making  remittances  to  the  King  can  only 
be  confidered  as  fupplying  the  finances  of  Shujah  Dowla,  who  feeks  but  an 
opportunity  of  invading  and  molefting  the  Nabob's  government ;  nay,  is 
perhaps  at  this  very  period  become  his  open  and  declared  enemy.  Befides, 
admitting  the  royal  confirmation  to  be  a  matter  requifite  either  for  the  public 
or  the  Nabob's  own  private  fatisfaflion,  it  would  certainly  be  a  more  proper 
time  to  apply  for  it  when  once  all  parts  of  the  country  have  teftified  a  firm 
allegiance  to  his  government,  and  he  has  been  fully  eilablilhed  in  his  domi- 
nion over  it.  We  fhall  always  endeavour  to  carry  ourfelves  towards  the 
Nabob  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  him  no  jufl  caufe  of  difguft  ;  but  we 
muft  hope,  and  our  employers  will  expeft,  that,  for  fuch  conduct,  he  will 
not  be  wanting  in  a  fuitable  return,  by  a  proper  obfervance  of  his  engage- 
ments, and  an  attention  to  their  intereft  ;  and  that  therefore  he  will,  for  the 
prefent,  fet  afide  the  above-mentioned  refolution,  which  plainly  tends  to  their 
injury  in  both  thefe  refpeds. 

The  Nabob  has  wrote  to  the  Prefident,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  return  to 
Calcutta  in  the  month  of  March  next  —  we  defire,  therefore,  you  will  en- 
courage him  therein,  as  far  as  you  may  find  opportunities,  having  many 
points  to  fettle  with  him,  neceflary  for  the  welfare  of  his  and  our  govern- 
ment. 

As  we  are  informed  that  the  fort  of  Rotas  remains  ftill  independent,  we 

E  €  2  defire 
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define  you  will  endeavour  to  reduce  ir,  in  cafe"  you  can  find  an  opportunity  j 
that  is  to  fay,  if  it  fhould  appear  that  it  can  be  done  without  any  inconveni- 
ence to  the  other  objefts  of  your  inftruftions,  or  occafioning  the  lofs  of  much 
time  and  men. 

In  confequence  of  the  opinion  of  yourfelf  and  the  other  field-officers,  that 
the  fmall  body  of  European  cavalry  we  now  maintain,  can  never  prove  of 
fervice  adequate  to  the  great  expence  which  attends  their  eftablifhment,  we 
have  determined  to  reduce  them  all,  excepting  one  troop  —  we  defire  there- 
fore you  will  incorporate  the  ofiicers  and  men  with  the  battalion,  and  order 
the  horfes  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the  bell  advantage,  after  completing  the  troop 
commanded  by  Captain  George  Hay,  which  we  mean  ftiall  ftand,  to  fixty 
private,  and  its  proper  officers. 

Sensible  of  your  regard  for  the  Company's  intereft,  we  need  hardly  re- 
commend to  you  to  have  in  view  the  redu6tion  of  the  expences  of  the  army,' 
whenever,  and  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  fervices  you  have  to  execute  will 
admit. 

We  rely  »;ntirely  on  your  prudence,  courage,  and  good  condu(5l  ;  and, 
wilhing  you  always  health  and  fuccefs,  we  are,  with  efteem,  &c. 

R.   Levcester.  Henry  Van   Sittart. 

Before  Major  Carnac  reached  the  army,  the  following  letters  were  received  : 

To  the  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq-,  Prefident  and  Governor  of 

Fort  William. 
Honourable    Sir, 
T  AM  extremely  forry  to  inform  you,  that,  notwithffianding  all  endeavours 

to  keep  the  troops  in  due  bounds,  yefterday  morning  the  European  batta- 
lion forced  the  drummers  to  beat  the  General,  without  apprizing  any  of  their 
officers,  and  flood  to  their  arms,  appointing  themfelves  a  leader.  After  load- 
ing their  pieces  and  fixing  their  bayonets,  they  took  pofleffion  of  the  artillery- 
parks,  forcing  the  lafcars  and  forne  gunners  to  draw  out  fix  guns,  placing 
three  on  each  flank  ;  the  European  horfe  formed  on  the  right,  and  the 
Mogul's  on  the  left ;  the  Seapoys  were  likewife  in  motion,  but  by  a  timely 
admonition  they  defilled.  All  endeavours  were  ufed  to  pacify  the  Europeans, 
but  in  vain.  In  this  order  they  proceeded  through  the  Nabob's  camp, 
croffed  a  nulla,  and  direded  their  march  towards  the  Carumnafla. — When  I 

found 
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found  they  were  not  to  be  ftopped  at  any  rate,  I  fent  Captain  Stables  to 
apprize  the  Nabob,  who  came  and  met  them  on  their  march— ofiered  a  lack 
of  rupees,  one  half  to  be  paid  immediately,  and  the  remainder  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  which  was  all  he  could  produce  in  camp  -,  but  neither 
promifes  or  threats  could  Hop  them.  For  want  of  draught  bullocks,  the 
cannon  were  loft  on  the  road  to,  and  in  the  Nabob's  camp,  which  I  returned 
to  camp  again. 

I  FOLLOWED  them,  in  company  with  many  of  the  battalion  officers,  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  them  to  march  back  to  camp,  and  receive  the  money 
the  Nabob  had  fent.     About  a  hundred  dropt  them  on  the  march,  and 
returned  :  on  their  arrival  at  the  Carumnafla,  they  drew  up  on  the  parade,  in 
the  front  of  the  guns  belonging  to  the  detachments,  and  immediately  fecured 
them  ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  Mogul  horfe  difperfed  themfelves  amongft  the 
feapoys  of  the  detachment,  to  influence  them  to  join.     Here  I  got  them  to 
halt  to  take  a  dram  and  bifcuit;  while  the  drams  were  ferved,  we  prevailed  on 
moft  of  the  Englifli  to  return ;  but  the  French,  and  moft  of  the  foreigners, 
perfifted  in  croffing  the  Carumnafla,  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred, 
and  proceeded  towards  Banaras  •,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  influence  of  the 
Mogul  horfe,  part  of  two  battalions  of  feapoys,  of  the  Carumnafla  detach- 
ment, ruflied  to  their  arms,  fixed  their  bayonets,  and  followed  them  acrofs 
the  river.     Growing  towards  the  evening,  I  took  the  remainder  of  the  Euro- 
peans with  the  guns  to  the  grand  camp,  leaving  fome  officers  to  aflift  trie 
feapoy  officers.     To-day  we  have  got  many  of  the  feapoys  to  return,  with 
fome  of  the  Europeans;  and  I  expect  moft  of  the  feapoys,  with  about  feventy 
Europeans,  will  return  this  evening,  on  condition  of  being  pardoned.    There 
is  a  body  of  Frenchmen,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  headed  by  Serjeant 
Delamar,  and  two  of  the  French  ferjeants,  that  have  halted  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges,  oppofite  Banaras,  but  cannot  crofs  for  want  of  boats ;  I  have 
very  little  hopes  of  this  party's  returning,  fcr  it  feems  to  have  been  a  preme- 
ditated fcheme  of  the  French  in  particular,  to  entice  the  beft  part  of  the 
army  over  to  the  enemy,  under  the  pretence  of  donation- money,  at  the  fame 
time  were  determined  to  refufe  all  offers  of  cafli  whatever. 

This  morning  I  ordered  part  of  the  donation  to  be  paid  from  the  lack 
which  the  Nabob  fent,  the  Europeans  received  forcy  rupres  per  man,  and 
the  feapoys  fix  rupees  each  ;  the  non-commiffioned  officers  in  proportion  ;  this 
appears  to  have  fatisficd  them,  and  I  believe  moft  of  the  Europeans  that 

have 


:£i4  Restoratiom  of  Meer  Japfier, 

have  returned  are  afhamed  of  their  proceedings,  being  convinced  of  the  bad 
intention  of  their  leaders  (the  French)  to  draw  them  into  a  crime  which  they 
never  intended. 

I  SHALL,  with  the  affiftance  of  my  officers,  do  my  utmoft  endeavour  to 
regain  thofe  ftill  miffing,  and  am  in  great  hopes,  by  their  prefent  behaviour, 
that  the  fury  of  the  florm  is  paft.  However,  I  think  it  proper  that  the  army 
be  kept  in  motion,  which  may  partly  prevent  the  like  for  the  future.  I 
purpole  ffiifting  ground  often,  ftill  keeping  the  diftrift  between  the  Soane 
and  CarumnaiTa,  and  fliould  be  glad  to  be  honoured  with  your  orders  and 
advice. 

The  Nabob  propofed  fetting  out  for  Calcutta  two  days  ago,  but  receiving 
a  letter  from  Shitabroy,  that  he  ffiould  kt  out  from  lUiabad  immediately 
vith  the  Ibnnads,  has  detained  him  a  few  days  longer. 

I  am. 

Honourable  Sir, 
Camp  at  Sut,  near  Carumnafla,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

February  12,   17^4.  William  Jennings. 

Second  LeUer  from  Captain  Jennings,  at  Campy  28  February,    1764. 

"Po  the  Honourable  Henry  Vanfittart,  Efq;  Prefident  and  Governor,  &c. 

of  Fort  William. 

Honourable   Sir, 

T  RECEIVED  your  favour  of  the  5th  of  February,  and  fhould  have  an- 
fwered   it  fooner,  but  our  advices  for  fome  time  have  been  very  intricate, 
both  from  Illiabad,  and  Shujah  Dowla's  army. 

The  Nabob's  (Meer  Jaffier)  intelligence,  which  corroborates  with  ours, 
are,  that  Shitabroy  is  flopped  from  coming ;  and  that  the  King  and  Shujah 
Dowla  are  come  to  a  relblution  to  affift  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  and  put  him 
again  in  pofiirffion  of  Bengal.  I  am  informed  that  Coffim  Ally,  by  order  of 
Shujah  Dowlah,  has  fent  Beg  Jemmadar,  with  two  hundred  horfe,  and  four 
companies  of  feapoys,  to  Bulwant  Sing,  who  is  to  affift  them  for  their  march 
to  Rotafgur,  to  carry  off  the  trcafures  and  effefts  left  there.  Upon  enquiry, 
I  find  there  is  no  way  of  preventing  this  party,  but  by  croffing  the  Carum- 
naffii,  their  raute  being  round  the  hills,  through  Bulwant  Sing's  country, 

^  which 
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which  brings  them  to  the  weftern  gate  of  Rotafgur,  without  entering  the 
Nabob's  dominions. 

Major  Carnac  being  expefted  every  day  at  Patna,  I  have  wrote  to  receive 
Jiis  orders. — I  have  fome  realbn  to  think  that  Shujah  Dowla  has  fent  people  to 
our  camp  to  corrupt  our  men.— I  have  confined  afukeer,  who  is  accufed  by 
an  European  of  offering  his  fervice  to  the  revolted  party  on  their  way  to 
the  CarumnafTa,  promifing  to  condiift  and  fupply  them  with  provifion  on 
their  march  up  the  country  :  and  by  a  letter  from  Captain  Stables,  received 
laft  night  from  the  Nabob's  camp  at  Doudnagur,  he  fays,  'tis  now  confirmed 
that  Shujah  Dowla  enticed  our  people  to  defert. 

The  army's  only  complaint  is  the  dearnefs  and  great  fcarcify  of  provifions. 
The  Budgpoor  country  has  been  entirely  ruined  by  Coflim  Ally  Khan's  army, 
and  it  is  with  great  difHculty  we  can  get  fupplies  at  any  rate;  mofl  part  comes 
from  Patna.  I  have  wrote  to  Mr,  Batfon,  who  has  promifed  to  afTifl  us  all  thac 
is  in  his  power  :  I  likewife  difpatch  large  parties  twice  a  week  to  Patna  for 
grain  ;  but  notwithflanding  which,  I  am  greatly  afraid  we  Ihall  be  but  ill  pro- 
vided :  at  prefent  the  black  troops  and  fervants  can  barely  live  on  their  pay. 

Soon  after  this  letter  was  received  by  the  Council,  the  following  advices 
were  received  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  at  Patna  the  ift  and  2d  of  March,. 
the  former  confirming  Captain  Jennings's  intelligence,  with  regard  to. 
Shujah  Dowla  and  CofTim  Ally  Khan  -,  and  the  latter  reprefenting  the  great 
inconvenience  to  which  the  army  is  expofed,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
fcarcjty  and  dearnefs  of  all  forts  of  grain,  and  the  difcontent  which  it  occa- 
fions  among  the  troops,  and  requefling  we  will  fend  orders  for  forwarding- 
them  fupplies  as  fpeedily  as  pofTible;  likewife  recommending  the  removal  of 
Captain  Grant's  battalion  of  feapoys  up  to  the  army,  as  they  have  been  unin* 
fisfled,  and  having  a  battalion  fent  from  camp  to  Chittagong  in  their  room. 

On  the  receipt  of  tliefe  letters,  the  Prefident  wrote  to  the  Nabob,  defir- 
ing  he  would  fend  orders  to  his  officers  in  Purnea,  Dinagepoor,  and  RadflTy,., 
and  the  other  diftrifts,  where  grain  is  moll  plentifully  produced,  to  colle(S 
all  they  could,  and  fend  large  quantities  to  Patna;  and  recommending  to  him 
the  necefTity  of  enforcing  thefe  orders. 

The  Council  alio  wrote  the  Major,  the  19th  of  March — We  obferve  the 
reafon  there  is  to  expe£l  that  Shujah  Dowla  will  either  come  himfelf,  or  favour 
an  invafion  into  Bahar:  that  if  thcfe  advices  fliould  prove  to  have  founda- 
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tion,  we  think  it  will  be  more  advifeable  to  carry  the  war  into  Shujah 
Dowla's  country,  than  to  wait  for  his  entering  the  province :  that  we  defire 
him,'immediately  on  fuch  confirmation  being  received,  if  the  troops  are  to  be 
depended  upon,  to  march  the  army  acrofs  the  Carumnafla,  and  proceed 
to  adt  offenfively  to  the  beft  advantage :  that  in  the  mean  time  we  fhall  hold 
further  reinforcements  in  readinefs,  confifling  of  the  detachment  of  the  84th 
regiment,  the  marines  of  the  fquadron,  and  a  party  of  the  artillery,  which 
will,  in  all,  make  about  200  men,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  and 
join  the  army  whenever  it  fhall  be  judged  necefiary. 

The    Prefident    and    Council    enter    the    following  advices  from    Major 
Carnac,  dated  the  7th  and  8th  inftant ;  the  former  advifing  us  of  his   ar- 
rival at  the  camp,  and  that  all  accounts  agree,  that  Meer  Coffim  has  engaged 
Shujah  Dowla  to  march  this  way  :  That  the  mutinous  fpirit  of  the  troops 
is  far  from  being  fupprefied ;  for  that  the  officers  allure  him,  they  have  inti- 
mations there  will  be  a  further  demand  made  of  the  donation  money,  both 
by  Europeans  and  Seapoys :  That  a  havildar  of  Captain  Galliez's  battalion 
exprefled  himfelf  fo  infolently  on  this  matter,  he  has  thought  proper  to  con- 
fine him,  and  fend  him.  down  to  Calcutta  in  irons ;  and  that  he   has   alfo 
ordered  down  five  Europeans,  who  have  been  fome  time  under  confinement 
for  defertion  and  other  crimes,  and  recommends  their  being  fent  on  board 
the  King's  Ihips.     The  letter  of  the  8th  confirms  the  intelligence  of  Shujah 
Dowla's  moving  this  way. 

Again, on  the29th  ofMarch,  1764,  received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated 
the  15th  inftant,  inclofing  a  paper  of  intelligence  from  the  King's  camp,  and 
advifing  us,  that  finding  Shujah  Dowla  was  on  the  move  towards  him,  he  has 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  advance  the  army  towards  the  frontiers,  to 
oppofe  the  enemy's  entrance  into  the  province:  That  he  has  judged  it  neceffary 
to  make  another  dividend  to  the  troops,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  rupees  to 
each  private  European,  and  half  that  fum  to  each  feapoy  :  That  the  feapoys 
have  now  received  each  30  rupees,  which  he  looks  upon  to  be  as  much  as 
they  are  entitled  to,  and  that  this  was  intimated  to  them  at  this  laft  payment: 
That  one  of  the  companies  made  a  little  flir  on  the  occafion,  but  that  it 
ended  with  his  punifhing  two  or  three  feapoys,  who  were  principally  con- 
cerned,   and  turning  them  out  of  the  fervice  :    That  the  officers,    from  a 
conviftion  the  men  will  never  be  in  right  temper,  fo  long  as  any  part  of 
the  donation  remains  due  to  them,  have  agreed  not  to  receive  their  propor- 
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Eions,  till  the  foldiers  have  had  their  intire  fhares  :  That  after  the  defertion  of 
fo  many  Frenchmen,  he  could  entertain  no  favourable  opinion  of  the  few  who 
ftaid  behind,  and  could  not  avoid  being  fufpicious  they  did  fo  with  fome  ill 
view. 

And  on  the  3d  of  April  received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the 
18th  inftant,  inclofing  one  he  has  received  from  Shitabroy-,  to  which  he  refers 
us,  for  information  of  Shujah  Dowla's  intention  againft  us;  and  expreflincr 
his  concern  to  find,  that  by  the  advices  from  Calcutta,  of  the  8th,  the  rein- 
forcement under  the  command  of  Captain  Pemble  had   not  yet  begun   their 
march  ;  that  their  being  fo  late,  renders  it  next  to  impoffible  for  them  to 
join   in  time,  and  that   he  mufl  therefore  put  every  thing  to  rifk,  with  the 
force  he  has  at  prefent,  however  little  to  be  depended  on,  after  what  has 
pafled  ;  further  advifing  us,  that  he  would  fain  crofs  the  Carumnafla,  and 
give  the  enemy  a  meeting,  as  far  as  poffible  from  the  boundary,  but  that  he 
fears  the  diftrefs  they  are  in  for  provifions,  being  only  fupplied  from  day  to 
day,  will  not  permit  his  doing  fo  -,  and  that  he  fliall  be  obliged  to  keep  clofe 
by  the  Ganges,  to  fecure  a  conveyance  by  water,  having  had  intimation  that 
the  enemy's  defign  is  to  hover  at  a  diftance  around  them,  and  endeavour  to 
cut  off  their  fupplies.     That  a  treaty  of  alliance  has  been  fome  time  in  ao-i- 
tation,  between  the  Nabob  and  Bulwant  Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Banaras :  that 
the  Nabob  is  now  very  anxious  for  its  being  brought  to  a  conclufion  ;  and 
propofed  to  him,  that  evening,  fetting  his  feal  thereto,  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  without  which   the  Rajah  will  not  enter  into  any  engagement : 
that  he  fhall  be  very  unwilling  to  take  a  ftep  of  fuch  a  nature,  without  firft 
knowing  whether  it  be  agreeable  to  us  ;  but  that  the  prefent  exigency  will 
not  admit  the  delay  of  waiting  our  anfwer. 

Upon  which  the  following  refolution  is  entered  : — Plaving  duly  confidered 
this  letter  of  Major  Carnac,  we  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  as  Shujah 
Dowla  has  now  openly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  and  encou- 
rages his  defign  of  an  invafion  into  Bengal,  we  can  entertain  no  further 
thoughts  of  entering  into  a  treaty  with  him;  on  the  contrary,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  form  againft  him  all  the  enemies  we  poflibly  can  ;  that  the  propofed 
alliance  with  Bulwant  Sing  will  therefore  be  a  very  proper  meafure,  and  prove, 
as  well  now  as  in  all  time  to  come,  a  ftrong  barrier  and  defence  to  the  Ben- 
gal provinces. 

Agreed,  therefore,  that  we  write  to  Major  Carnac,  advifing  him,  that  we 
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fhall  approve  entirely  of  his  entering  into  the  intended  treaty,  in  concert 
with  the  Nabob,  and  of  his  engaging  to  prote£t  and  maintain  Bulwant  Sing 
independent,  both  now  and  hereafter :  That  the  detachment,  which  in  our 
letter  of  the  12th  we  mentioned  we  fhould  hold  in  readinefs,  will  march  this 
day  from  Ghyrottee,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Weymyfs  -,  fo  that  we 
have  now  reinforced  him  with  every  man  that  is  capable  of  bearing  arms: 
That,  for  the  defence  of  this  part  of  the  country,  particularly  the  province  of 
Burdwan,  againft  any  detached  parties  which  may  be  fent  to  make  inroads 
by  the  way  of  the  hills,  we  are  completing  the  battalions  at  Burdwan  and 
Midnapoor,  and  fliall  call  Captain  Grant  from  Chittagong,  with  all  the  fea- 
poys  in  thofe  parts,  excepting  one  battalion  of  the  new  eftablifhment ;  and 
that  this  force,  with  what  afliftance  Commodore  Tinker  may  yield  us,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  artillery,  is  all  we  have  to  depend  on :  That  we  muft 
ftill  fuppofe  the  Nabob  has  iffued  orders  to  his  officers,  for  fending  to  Patna 
all  the  grain  that  can  be  coUeded  in  the  different  countries ;  but  that,  for 
his  fatisfaflion  and  our  own,  we  fhall  write  to  Mr,  Gray  to  be  certainly 
informed,  and  direft  him  alfo  to  advife  him ;  and  if  the  officers  have 
not  received  orders  to  that  effeft,  to  purchafe  all  he  can  on  account  of  the 
Company,  and  forward  it  on  to  Patna :  That  we  inclofe  him  a  letter  from 
the  Prefident  to  Shujah  Dowla,  with  an  Englifh  tranOation  for  his  perufal, 
which,  if  he  thinks  it  advifeable,  at  the  time  he  arrives,  he  will  pleafe  ta 
forward  on. 

Agreed,  That  the  letter  to  Shujah  Dowla  be  to  the  following  purport . 

That  it  is  reported,  he  has  received  CofTim  Ally  Khan  into  his  friendfhip, 
and  that  he  is  marching  this  way,  in  order  to  fupport  his  caufe :  that,  confi- 
dering  the  former  connexions  fiibfifting  between  him  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
Company,  we  cannot  give  credit  to  this  report:  that  we  are  perfuaded  he  has 
the  utmoft  regard  for  juftice,  and  that  he  will  not  adl  in  fo  unequitable  a 
manner:  that  if,  however,  fuch  are  his  real  intentions,  we  fhall  not  negledt 
to  do  what  is  necefTary  on  our  part ;  and  that  it  is  our  refolution  to  keep  this 
country  free  from  troubles,  and  to  carry  the  war  into  his  dominions,  and  de- 
folate  and  lay  wafte  his  country. 

Again,  on  the  9th  April  1764,  received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac, 
dated  the  2  2d  March,  acquainting  us.  That  the  enemy  are  all  collefling  at 
and  near  Benaras,  and  making  preparations  for  throwing  bridges  acrofs  the 
Ganges :  that  he  would  willingly  pufli  over  the  CarumnalTa,  with  an  inten- 
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tion  of  obftrufting  their  work,  but  that  the  Nabob  (Meer  Jaffier)  is  utterly 
averfe  to  entering  Shujah  Dowla's  country,  being  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  be  conftrued  as  a  commencement  of  hoftilities  on  his  part :  Further 
repeating  his  complaints  on  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and 
acquainting  us,  that  not  chufing  to  rely  on  his  fole  judgment  in  fo  critical  a 
cafe,  he  confulted  Major  Champion  and  the  Captains  of  the  army,  with 
regard  to  croffing  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  the  ftation  in  which  they 
are  at  prefent  encamped  -,  and  that  they  are  entirely  againft  moving  till  a 
fupply  of  grain  is  fecured,  and  agree  with  him,  that  at  Buxar  they  are  moft 
advantageoufly  polled  for  watching  the  motions  of  the  enemy  :  that  he  has 
ordered  a  bridge  to  be  laid  over  the  mouth  of  the  Carumnafla,  for  paffing 
the  troops,  as  foon  as  he  has  collefted  a  flock  of  grain,  when  he  propofes 
advancing  up  the  Ganges  to  oppofe  the  enemy's  crofiing  it,  or  Ihould  they 
be  croffcd,  to  offer  them  battle. 

Agreed,  We  reply  to  Major  Carnac,  acquainting  him  of  the  reinforce- 
ments ordered  to  camp,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Pemble  and  Wey- 
myfs,  fo  that  he  will  fend  fuch  orders  to  thofe  officers  as  he  may  judge  requi- 
fite,  in  confequence  of  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  the  difpofition  they 
may  make  in  advancing  into  the  country,  particularly  in  cafe  any  detach- 
ments of  their  force  fhould  pafs  between  him  and  Bengal :  That  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  raife  a  party  of  the  volunteers  who  were  under  Captain  Wed- 
derburn,  to  be  employed  again  in  the  lame  manner  in  armed  boats  on  the 
river,  on  any  neceffary  fervice :  that  we  defire  therefore  he  will  direcfl 
the  boats,  which  we  are  informed  are  at  camp,  to  be  repaired,  and  kept  in 
readinefs  for  embarking  them  •,  or,  if  he  thinks  proper,  he  may  fend  them 
down  to  meet  the  party  on  their  march  up :  That,  expecting  the  Nabob's 
arrival  in  Calcutta,  we  have  delayed  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  his  revenues 
and  expences,  and  the  other  branches  of  his  government,  which  are  neceffary 
for  fettling  the  articles  of  the  treaty  ;  but  that,  as  that  profpeft  is  now  very 
uncertain,  we  mufl  requefl  he  will  make  the  beft  enquiries  he  can,  and  in- 
form us  of  the  flate  of  the  Nabob's  finances,  and  how  they  are  managed,  as 
his  complaint  of  want  of  money  appears  to  us  extraordinary,  confidering  he 
has  had  the  time  for  making  the  heavy  colledions  of  the  year,  and  but  fmall 
difburfements  that  we  know-of :  That  it  is  neceffary  we  fhould  be  alfo  ac- 
quainted with  the  flate  and  expence  of  the  Nabob's  army  •,  what  number  of 
troops  he  keeps  up,  and  what  principal  officers  he  employs  and  depends 
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upon:  That  we  fhould  be  glad  to  know  further,  who  are  the  principal  officers 
about  his  court,  and  in  his  councils  :  That  we  know  Nundcomar  to  be  one, 
and  to  have  the  chief  management  of  his  correfpondence;  and  as  we  have  had 
too  frequent  experience  of  this  man's  intriguing  difpofition,  and  are  certain 
that  he  has  many  connedlions  in  Shujah  Dowla's  court,  we  have  reafon  to 
fufpeft  that  he  will  employ  thefe  connexions,  at  fo  critical  a  jundture  as 
this,  againft  our  government,  as  a  fecurity  for  himfelf  in  all  circumftances  : 
That  we  cannot  be  too  much  on  our  guard  againft  any  fuch  defigns,  and  we 
fliould  wifh  therefore  to  have  him  entirely  removed  from  the  Nabob's  fervice: 
That  if  he  thinks  he  caa  bring  the  Nabob  to  confent  to  his  difmiffion,  we 
would  have  it  done  immediately  ;  but  that  if  he  thinks  the  Nabob  will 
not  confent  to  it,  we  would  have  him  keep  thofe  fentiments  entirely  to  himfelf, 
left  it  ftiould  caufe  a  jealoufy  in  the  Nabob,  or  excite  Nundcomar  to  form 
worfe  defigns,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an  event,  and  content  himfelf 
with  taking  all  pofiible  precautions  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  any  correfpon- 
dence with  the  enemy  : — That  it  is  evident  there  has  been  a  fhameful  negledt 
with  refpeft  to  collecfling  grain  for  the  army,  fmce  Meer  Coflim  was  driven 
Rut  of  the  country  before  the  harveft  was  reaped  ;  and  there  never  was 
known  a  more  plentiful  crop  :  That  this  we  cannot  help  regarding  as  a  par- 
ticular inftance  of  the  mifmanagement  or  wilful  negledb  of  Nundcomar, 
knowinp  it  to  be  his  duty,  from  his  poft,  to  have  attended  to  that  bufinefs  : 
That  we  formerly  applied  to  the  Nabob,  on  account  of  the  Company,  for 
three  lacks  to  be  paid  at  Patna,  five  at  CofTimbuzar,  five  at  Calcutta,  and 
five  at  Dacca  •,  to  which  application  he  replied.  He  would  grant  them  when 
he  came  to  Calcutta  ;  but  that  the  time  of  his  coming  being  now  very  un^ 
certain,  the  Prefident  has  wrote  to  him  again,  as  the  Company's  affairs  fuffer 
much  for  want  of  money,  and  we  are  afraid  of  being  diftreffed  to  anfwer 
even  our  military  expences,  and  our  daily  demands:  That  there  is  another 
objed  of  general  concern,  upon  which  alfo  we  muft  defire  he  will  apply  to 
the  Nabob,  if  he  thinks  circumftances  will  admit  of  it ;  we  mean  the  fund 
for  reftitution  of  the  merchants  lofles  in  the  late  troubles,  for  which  no  pro- 
vifion  has  been  yet  made,  and  which,  we  perceive  by  the  accounts  already 
delivered  in,  will  amount  to  a  very  confiderable  fum,  notwithftanding  the 
regulations  we  have  laid  down  for  reducing  the  prices  of  every  kind  of  goods 
to  the  loweft  :  That  we  are  obliged  to  requeft  his  affiftance  in  thcfe  points, 
until  Mr.  Watts  Ihall  arrive  at  his  ftation  with  the  Nabob,  when  he  will 
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take  the  burden  of  them  off  his  hands,   and   inform   him  of  all    his  pro- 
ceed in  o-s. 

And  on  the  i6th  April,  received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  26tii 
March  1764;  inclofing  one  which  he  had  received  from  Captain  Maclean, 
advifing  him  of  a  very  daring  attempt  made  by  one  of  the  fubdars  of  his 
battalion,  to  decoy  his  company  over  to  the  enemy  ;  and  acquainting  us,  that 
the  man  having  been  tried  by  a  court  martial,  compofed  of  black  officers  of 
the  battalions,  and  found  guilty  of  the  charge  alledged  againft  him  ;  and  the 
court  having  given  it  unanimoufly  as  their  opinion,  that  he  deferved  to  be 
blown  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  for  the  fame,  he  had  him  accordingly 
executed  in  that  manner  the  fame  afternoon,  at  the  head  of  the  army  -,  and 
exprefling  his  hopes  that  this  psublic  execution  will  ftrike  a  terror  amonn-fb 
the  troops,  and  awe  them  into  better  behaviour  for  the  future.  — The  letter 
further  advifes  us,  that  there  is  now  no  doubt  of  a  bridge  being  finifhed  over 
the  Ganges ;  but  they  have  fuch  various  accounts  of  the  different  quarters 
by  which  the  enemy  intend  penetrating  the  province,  that  though  they  were 
provided  for  advancing  on,  yet  he  thinks  it  mod  advifeable  to  wait  at  Buxar 
and  watch  what  way  they  turn  their  principal  force,  that  they  may  move 
thither  to  oppofe  them.  Alfo  inclofing  a  paper  received  from  the  Nabob, 
containing  advice,  that  the  enemy  are  encamped  at  Bulwar  Ghant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  and  that  bridges  for  their  paffage  are  building  with  all 
expedition. 

Also  on  the  i6th  April,  received  two  letters  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the 
2d  and  4th  April  1764,  advifing  us,  that  from  informations  which  he  has 
received,  he  has  been  led  to  entertain  ftrong  fufpicions  of  Nundcomar's  fide- 
lity and  attachment,  and  that  he  apprehends  he  has  ever  been  engaged  in  a  pri- 
vate correfpondence  with  the  enemy  :  that  whatever  may  be  truth,  the  tenor 
of  Nundcomar's  conduft  argues  ftrongly  againft  him  ;  to  fupport  which, 
the  Major  mentions  the  little  affiftance  we  have  as  yet  received  from  his  ad- 
miniftration,  and  particularly  inftances  the  diftrefs  of  the  army  for  want  of 
provifions  :  that  the  countries  from  which  we  fhould  receive  our  fupplics, 
have  been  by  him  put  into  the  hands  of  Meer  Cofilm's  creatures  ;  to  which 
we  may  add,  that  v/hatever  may  be  his  difpofition  with  regard  to  the  Nabob, 
we  cannot  reafonably  exped  he  fhould  have  any  attachment  towards  us,  con- 
fidering  the  circumftances  of  his  having  been  long  under  confinement  with  us, 
on  an  acculation  of  a  former  criminal' correfpondence,  and  his  being  fully 
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convinced  that  it  is  the  intention  of  our  government,  if  in  their  power,  to  get 
the  chief  management  of  the  provinces  conliL^ned  over  to  Roy  Dulub  :  that, 
the  very  fufpicion  (and  for  which  there  were  fuch  grounds)  of,  a  man  in  fo 
high  a  degree  of  confidence  with  the  Nabob,  and  who,  if  a  traitor,  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  do  us  fo  much  mifchief,  was  reafon  fufficient  for  his 
wifliing  to  have  him  removed,  and  that  he  had  accordingly  exerted  all  his  in- 
fluence with  the  Nabob  for  that  purpofe;   but  that  he  always  infifted,  in  re- 
ply to  his  arguments,  that  he  knew  Nundcomar  to  be  his  friend,  and  that  Roy 
Dulub  was  a  traitor  to  him  ;  and  could  be  brought  to  no  other  conceflion, 
but  that  if  tlie  one  was  fent  away,  the  other  (hould  be  difmifled  alfo;  to  which 
the  Major  fears  he  will  be  obliged  to  fubmit,  unlefs  fome  more  eligible  expe- 
dient can  be  hit  upon,  as  he  thinks  Nundcomar's  remaining  with  the  Nabob, 
after  fo  public  an  accufation,  would  alone  render  him  our  enemy,  though  he 
were  not  fo  before.     The  Major  further  adds,  That  the  continued  want  of 
grain  has  obliged  him  to  retire  towards  the  Soanc,  where  he  can  more  fecurely 
depend  upon  fupplies,  and  becaufe  all  his  late  intelligence  agrees  that  the  ene- 
my do  not  intend  fighting  us  ;  but  that  their  delay  at  the  bridges  near  Bena- 
ras   is  to  draw  our  attention  that  way,  to  give  time  for  the  divifion  they  are 
fending  round   by  the  back  of  the  country  to  get  between  our  army  and 
Patna. 

Agreed,  in  confequence  of  this  advice, That  the  Nabob  be  addrefled  by  the 
Prefident,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Board,  to  the  following  effecft : 

That  it  is  with  great  concern  we  find  ourfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
monftrating  to  him  upon  the  ill  adminiftraiion  of  the  affairs  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces fince  his  acceffion  to  the  government,  llrongly  exemplified  by  the  great 
diftrefs  our  army  has  been  in  for  want  of  grain,  though  the  country  was  freed 
from  any  enemy  before  the  crop  was  cut,  and  that  ic  was  as  plentiful  as  was 
ever  known  j  in  the  repeated  complaints  he  has  made  to  us  of  his  want  of 
money,  though  the  heaviefl:  colledlions  of  the  year  muft  have  fallen  into  his 
hands-,  and  in  general,  from  the  little  he  nowfeems  able  to  give  us  for  the  dif- 
trefs of  our  common  enemies :  That  we  cannot  impute  thefe  evils  to  any  but 
Nundcomar,  under  whofe  immediate  influence  and  direftion  all  the  affairs  of 
his  government  have  hitherto  been  conduced:  That  thefe  are  ftrong  inftances 
of  his  mifcondudl  and  negligence  i  but  that  what  gives  us  flill  greater  reafon 
to  be  diffatisfied  with  him  is,  thut  from  advices  lately  received  from  Major 
Carnac,  we  have  too  much  reafon  to  fufped  he  has  been  carrying  on  a  fecret 
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correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  and  counterafting  every  meafure  we  have 
been  taking  for  the  fupporc  of  his  (the  Nabob's)  government:  That,   not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  reprefentations  which  have  been  made  to  him  (the 
Nabob)  for  fupplies  of   grain,  IVIajor  Carnac,   for  want  of  it,  has    been 
obliged  to  return  to  the  Soane :  That  this,  with  other  matters,  which  have 
been  fully  reprefented  to  him  by  Major  Carnac,  will  effedlually,  we  hope, 
convince  him,  that  the  difapprobation  we  now  exprefs  at  Nundcomar's  con- 
duft,  arifes  only  from  our  friendihip  for  him,  and  a  regard  for  our  common 
fafety  ;  that  therefore,  however  backward  and  cautious  we  fliould  at  all  times 
be  not  to  interfere  with  the  officers  of  hjs  government,  yet  the  wiclced  mifma- 
nagement   of  Nundcomar,   in   the    prefent   critical   fituation  of  our  affairs, 
obliges  us  to  prefs  and  infift  upon  the  immediate  removal  of  that  man  from 
his  employ;  That  we  take  not  upon  us  to  recommend  a  fuccefTor,  refolvino-  to 
approve  of  any  man  whom  he  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint,  if  he  will  but  manifeft 
a  true  zeal  for  his  fervice  ;  whatever  opinion  we  may  have  expreffed  of  Roy 
Dulub,  or  defire  to  have  him  employed,  we  are  ready  to  acquiefce  in  his 
removal  to  Calcutta,  if  fuch  is  his  (the  Nabob's)  pleafure,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  fends  down  Nundcomar,  being  defirous  to  give  him  every  proof  in 
our  power,  that  we  are  not  fwayed  to  make  this  remonftrance  from  any  par- 
tiality to  the  one,  or  perfonal  diQike  to  the  other:  That  we  are  not  incautioufly 
or  unneceflarily  interfering  with  his  authority,  which  we  are  determined  to 
fupport— but  are  compelled,  much  againft  our  will,  to  prefs  the  removal  of 
this  man,  who  feems  to  be  undermining  both  his  power  and  ours:  That  as  we 
are  giving  now  the  ftrongeft  inftances  of  our  attachment  to  him,  by  exertino- 
all  our  ftrength  to  free  his  country  from  our  common  enemies,  we  muft  ex- 
peft  that  he  will  fo  far  concur  with  our  endeavours,  as  immediately  to  re-- 
move  Nundcomar  from  his  confidence  and  fervice  ;  as,  the  longer  any  power 
continues  in  his  hands,  the  more  endangered  is  our  common  fafety,  by  his 
artifice  and  mifconduft :  That  we  are  happy  in  prefenting  this  addrefs  through 
the  hands  of  Major  Carnac,  of  whofe  attachment  and  regard  we  have  repeat- 
edly had  fuch  ftrong  proofs,  and  with  whom  we  have  no  doubt  he  will  be 
ready  to  concur  in  every  neceflary  meafure  for  the  public  good. 

Agreed  alfo.  That  we  do  write  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  Dacca,  Caffim- 
buzar,  and  Mantea,  advifing  them  of  the  appearance  there  is  of  the  country's 
being  invaded  by  a  very  numerous  enemy  j  and  that  although  we  have  no 
manner  of  doubt  that  our  forces,  under  the  command  of  Major  Carnac,  will 
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defeat  them,  wherever  they  may  be  brought  to  engage,  yet  we  think  from  their 
numbers,  there  is  a  probability  of  their  difperfing,  and  making  iudden  iiicur- 
fions  in  different  parts  of  the  country  •,  and  therefore  judge  it  ncccHdry  to  ac- 
quaint them,  that  it  is  not  on  any  account  our  intention  they  fliould  rifle 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  by  attempting  to  make  a  ftand  at  their 
faftories,  which  are  not  calculated  for  defence,  or  provided  with  troops  for 
that  purpofe ;  but  that,  on  the  approach  of  any  formidable  body  of  troops, 
we  would  have  them  to  retreat  in  time,  with  what  effects  they  can  with  fafety 
bring  along  with  them. 

The  26th  April,  1764,  received  two  letters  from  Major  Carnac, 
dated  the  9th  and  17th;  the  former  repeating  and  explaining  fully  the 
reafons  which  determined  him  to  crofs  the  Soane,  and  retire  towards 
Patna ;  and  advifing  us  that  he  is  now  convinced,  from  Buhvant  Sing's 
behaviour  (of  which  the  Major  gives  us  an  account)  that  his  pro- 
pofed  alliance  with  us  was  only  a  concerted  fcheme  to  draw  us  further 
on,  and  to  favour  Shujah  Dowla's  defign  of  getting  between  our  army 
and  Patna  :  That  in  confequence  of  our  former  orders,  he  difcharged 
a  number  of  boats  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  Patna,  infomuch  that 
he  has  at  prefent  fcarce  a  fufEciency  for  the  fervice ;  and  that  the  pay- 
mafter  affures  him  the  accounts  of  the  army  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  end 
of  laft  year,  and  promifes  to  continue  fending  them  down  as  regularly  as  pof- 
fible.— The  laft  letter  acknowledges  receipt  of  ours  of  the  3d  ;  and  acquaints 
us.  That  it  is  fomething  remarkable  that  that  was  precifely  the  day  on  which 
he  had  the  debate  with  the  Nabob  relative  to  Nundcomar  -,  that  our  coin- 
cidence of  fentiment  with  him  in  this  particular,  amounts  to  a  demonftration 
that  there  are  ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  however  we  may  want  direft  proof 
againft  him  ;  that  yet,  that  the  Nabob  is  fo  obftinately  attached  to  this  man, 
tkat  he  fears  there  will  be  no  pofilbility  of  removing  him  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  force,  which,  at  this  critical  juncture,  it  would,  he  thinks,  be  im- 
proper to  make  ufe  of:  That  his  Excellency  is  fo  much  out  of  temper  by  this 
affair,  tl.at  it  has  occafioned  his  being  fo  out  of  order,  as  not  to  be  willing 
or  able  to  enter  upon  bufinefs  for  fome  days  paft  -,  that  he  has  deferred 
giving  any  anTv^rer  to  his  demand  on  the  article  of  reflitution,  but  had  fent 
orders  the  day  before  to  the  proper  officers  for  the  payment  of  the  three  lack 
at  Moorfhedabad,  the  faid  fum  at  Dacca,  a  lack  and  half  at  Nudya,  the  fame 
at  Honaghty,  and  one  lack  at  Patna,  of  v/hich  he  himfelf  advifes  the  Prefix 
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dent :  That  Beny  Bahadre  is  certainly  come  on  this  fide  the  Caruntinafla,  by 
the  high  road,  fo  that  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  of  Shujah  Dowla's  in- 
tending to  favour  Meer  Coflim  ;  which  is  further  confirmed  by  a  letter  inclof- 
ed,  which  he  (the  Major)  had  that  day  received  from  the  Vizier  •,  to  which  he 
advifes  he  had  replied  in  the  following  terms :— That  he  was  not  to  be  pre- 
fcribed  to  by  any  but  the  King  of  England,  and  the  Englilh  Company, 
whofe  fervant  he  was  •,  that  he  (Shujah  Dowla)  had  gone  fuch  kngths,  that 
we  could  no  longer  look  upon  him  but  as  an  enemy,  and  that  the  fword 
muft  now  decide  between  them  ;  that  he  could  not  doubt  of  fuccefs,  as  he 
was  confident,  from  the  juftice  of  our  own  caufe,  we  could  not  fail  having 
Providence  on  our  fide.  —  He  alfo  inclofes  one  to  us,  which  he  fuppofes  is 
to  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  advifes  us  further,  That  the  Bombay  detachment 
had  joined  him  the  day  before,  and  that  he  had  fent  on  two  battalions  of  fea- 
poys,  with  a  couple  of  guns,  and  propofes  advancing  with  the  army  as  far  as 
he  can  be  fure  of  being  fupplied  with  grain. 


Shujah  Dowla's  Letters,  received  from  Major  Carnac. 

From  Shujah  Dowla  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

TTORMER  Kings  of  Indoftan,  by  exempting  the  Englifh  Company  from 
duties,  granting  them  different  fettlements  and  faiftories,  and  affifting 
them  in  all  their  affairs,  bellowed  greater  kindnefs  and  honour  upon  them 
than  either  upon  the  country  merchants,  or  any  other  Europeans.  More- 
over, of  late  his  Majefty  has  gracioufly  conferred  on  you  higher  titles  and 
dignities  than  was  proper,  and  jagheers,  and  other  favours  fmce.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  various  favours  which  have  been  fhewn  you,  you  have  inter- 
fered in  the  King's  country,  poffeffed  yourfelves  of  diftri<5ts  belonging  to  the 
government,  fuch  as  Burdwan  and  Chittagong,  &c.  and  turned  out  and  efta- 
bliihed  Nabobs  at  pleafure,  without  the  confent  of  the  Imperial  Court,  Since 
you  have  imprifoned  dependents  upon  the  court,  and  expofed  the  govern- 
ment of  the  King  of  Kings  to  contempt  and  difhonour;  fmce  you  have 
ruined  the  trade  of  the  merchants  of  the  country,  granted  protection  to  the 
King's  fervants,  injured  the  revenues  of  the  Imperial  Court,  and  crufhed  the 
inhabitants  by  your  afts  of  violence  ;  and  fince  you  are  continually  fending 
frefti  people  from  Calcutta,  and  invading  different  parts  of  the  royaldomi- 
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nions,  and  have  even  plundered  feveral  villages  and  pergunnas  belonging  to 
the  province  of  Illahabad  •,  to  what  can  all  thefe  wrong  proceedings  be  at- 
tributed, but  to  an  ablblute  diiregard  for  the  Court,  and  a  wicked  defign  of 
fcizina  the  country  for  yourfelves  ?  If  you  have  behaved  in  this  manner,  in 
confequence  of  your  King's  commands,  or  the  Company's  direftions,  be 
pleafed  to  acquaint  me  of  the  particulars  thereof,  that  I  may  fhew  a  fuit- 
able  refentment :  but  if  thefe  difturbances  have  arifen  from  your  own  im- 
proper defires,  defift  from  fuch  behaviour  in  future  -,  interfere  not  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  government;  withdraw  your  people  from  every  part,  and  fend 
them  to  their  own  country  ;  carry  on  the  Company's  trade  as  formerly,  and 
confine  yourfelves  to  commercial  affairs.  In  this  cafe  the  Imperial  Court  will 
more  than  ever  afiift  you  in  your  bufinefs,  and  confer  it's  favours  upon  you. 
Send  hither  fome  perfon  of  diftindion  as  your  vacqueel,  to  inform  me  pro- 
perly of  all  circumRances,  that  I  may  aft  accordingly.  If  (which  God  for- 
bid !)  you  are  haughty  and  difobedient,  the  heads  of  the  difturbers  fhall  be 
devoured  by  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  you  will  feel  the  weight  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  difpleafure,  which  is  the  type  of  the  wrath  of  God  ;  nor  will  any  fub- 
miflions  or  acknowledgments  of  your  negleft  hereafter  avail  you,  as  your 
Company  have  of  old  been  fupported  by  the  royal  favours.  I  have  there- 
fore wrote  to  you  :  you  will  aft  as  you  may  think  advifeable.  Speedily  fend 
me  your  anfwer. 


From  Shujah  Dowla  to  Major  Carnac. 


A 


G  R  E  E  A  B  L  E  to  his  Majefty's  care  for  the  welfare  of  the  peopley 
I  now  write  to  you.  Confider  how  the  Kings  of  Indoftan  have  given 
your  Company  fettlements  and  faftories,  exempted  them  from  duties,  and 
conferred  greater  favours  upon  them  than  upon  other  Europeans,  or  the  mer- 
chants of  their  own  dominions  :  fince  then,  notwithflanding  all  thefe  fa- 
vours, you  have  been  guilty  of  ingratitude  to  the  Court ;  fince  you  have 
turned  afide  from  your  former  paths,  and  on  the  contrary  have  been  con- 
tinually marching  your  troops  into  the  King's  country  ;  and  fince  you  have 
prefumed  to  remove  the  officers  of  the  Imperial  Court,  and  to  turn  out  and 
eftablifh  Nabobs, — what  kind  of  behaviour  is  this  ?  —  In  cafe  you  have  your 
King's  or  your  Company's  orders  for  thefe  proceedings,  be  pleafed  to  in- 
form me  of  it,  tlvat  I  may  fhew  a  fuitable  refentment :    but  if  it  is  through 
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your  own  inclinations  that  you  have  plundered  villages  belonging  to  lUi- 
abad,  and  that  you  entertain  your  evil  defigns,  notwithHanding  the  ap- 
proach of  the  royal  ftandards,  it  is  proper  you  fhould  defift  from  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, and  reprefent  your  defires  to  me.  In  cafe  of  your  obedience,  our 
favours  fhall  be  conferred  upon  you ;  otherwife  the  guilty  and  difobedient 
fliall  be  utterly  deftroyed. 


On  the  8th  of  May,  in  the  evening,  the  Governor  and  Council  received  the 
following  Letter  from  Major  Carnac. 

Gentlemen, 

T  H  A  VE  received  your  favour  of  the  i6th,  with    the  Perfian  letter  from 
the  Prefident,  and  the  fame  in  Englifli,  figned  by  the  whole  Board,   to 
be  prefented  by  me  to  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  enforce  my  application  for  the 
difmiflion  of  Nundcomar.     I  have  before  acquainted  you  of  the  Nabob's  at- 
tachment to  this  man,  and  with  my  being  obliged,  to  avoid  coming  to  ex- 
tremities, to  appear  reconciled  to  him  ;  and  to  the   fame  reafon  you  will 
place  my  not  delivering  the  Prefident's  letter  at  this  junfture,  as  I  firmly  be- 
lieve the  Nabob  is  fo  infatuated,  that  he  would  rather  give  up  every  thing 
than  part  with  Nundcomar.     His  Excellency's  conduft  fubjed:s  me  to  the 
greateft  inconveniences,  and  particularly  to  that  of  a6ling  defenfively. — One 
would  almofl  think  he  is  engaged  in  a  combination  againft  himfelf ;  and  had 
I  drawn  near  to  Patna,  to  cover  it  as  well  as  him,  it  is  moft  likely  he  would 
have  been  carried  off,  and  the  city  taken,  there  being  many  of  the  enemy's 
adherents  both  within  his  camp  and  the  town ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable, 
the  parties  which  have  got  behind  us  were  for  that  purpofe. 

The  prefervatioH  of  the  Sircarferang  country  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  us  for  provifions ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  my  remonftrances,  it  has  been  con- 
tinued in  the  hands  of  one  Ramchund,  (a  known  creature  of  Meer  Coffim) 
whofe  troops  to-day  are  all  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  fo  that  we  hourly  ex- 
pefted  news  of  their  having  entered  that  pergunnah.  As  foon  as  Captain 
Wemyfs  arrives,  I  fhall  order  a  detachment  over  for  the  fecurity  of  that  coun- 
try. I  propofe  keeping  the  marines,  and  taking  this  opportunity  of  fepa- 
rating  our  people,  amongfl:  many  of  whom  the  feeds  of  difcontent  ftill  re- 
piain  i  which  it  has  required  my  utmoft  care  to  prevent  from  breaking  forth. 

G  g  2  There 
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There  is  certainly  fomebody  tampering  witli  them  ;  and  a  number  of  letters 
have  been  lately  found  dropped  in  the  camp,  addrefied  to  our  foreigners,  with- 
intent  to  debauch  them  ;    one  whereof  I  herewith  fend  you. 

The  accompanying  is  Shujah  Dowla's  anfwer  to  the  laft  letter  from  the 
Prefidenr,  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  open.  The  main  army  of  the  enemy 
muft  be  pretty  near  us,  though  we  can  get  no  certain  intelligence  of  them  •, 
their  advanced  parties  of  horfe  plundering  and  deftroying  every  thing  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  our  hircarrahs  are  afraid  to  approach  them.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  they,  being  fo  numerous,  will  manage  to  fubfift  ;  and  I  think  they 
muft  be  fo  diftreffed  as  to  attempt  fomething  decifive,  and  that  very 
fpeedily. 

I  HAVE  completed  the  reform  of  our  feapoys,  and  we  have  now  ten  batta- 
lions upon  the  new  eftablifhment,  pretty  near  complete  in  number,  but 
greatly  deficient  in  arms ;  fome  of  them  are  extremely  good  •,  I  cannot  as 
yet  fay  fo  much  of  the  four  youngeft.  One  is  ftationed  at  Mongheer,  and 
there  are  two,  befides  the  Bombay  feapoys,  in  garrifon  at  Patna.  I  have  alfo 
formed  Captain  Hay's  troop,  agreeable  to  your  direftions  -,  and  the  fuper- 
numerary  horfes,  except  fome  fpare  ones  that  was  neceffary  to  keep,  have 
been  fold  on  the  Company's  account. 

Camp  near  Patna, 
the  30th  April,  1764. 

Letter  from   the  Governor   and,  Council  to  Major  Carnac. 

Sir, 

"V^  E  muft  confefs  ourfelves  uneafy  at  the  neceffity  which  you  have  been 
under  of  afting  upon  the  defenfive,  and  wifli  it  may  foon  be  in  your 
power  to  change  this  plan,  as  it  is  beyond  doubt,  that  all  our  fucceffes 
ugainft  the  powers  of  this  empire  have  been  owing  to  ailing  offenfivelv, 
and  always  pufliing  to  the  attack  -,  and  this  meafure  appears  the  more  ne- 
ceffary at  this  time,  as  the  ill  difpofition  of  our  troops  is  likely  to  be  in- 
creafed  by  nothing  fo  much  as  inaftion.  We  are  fenfible  of  the  di/Bcukies  you 
have  had  to  encounter  -,  perplexed  with  the  Nabob's  bad  management,  and 
receiving  no  kind  of  alTiftance  from  him  :  we  have  an  entire  confidence  in 
your  condud  and  care,  to  provide  againft  the  ill  effeds  to  be  apprehended 
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from  fuch  a  fituation  j  upon  which  we  fhall  give  you  our  fentiments,  leaving 
it  always  in  your  difcretion  to  aft  as  the  circumftances  upon  the  fpot  may 
direft  you. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  Shujah  Dowla's  intention  is  to  make  ufe  of  the 
advantage  which  he  has  in  a  numerous  cavalry,  to  diftrefs  you,  and  cut  ofF 
your  lupplies  of  provifions  •,  hoping  by  this  plan  to  gain  his  point  without 
the  rifk  of  an  engagement,  in  which  he  might  have  lefs  expeftation  of  fuccefs, 
from  the  fuperiority  of  our  difcipline.  In  this  view  he  has  fucceeded  fo  far  j 
and  we  are  apprehenfive  that  the  fame  diftrefs  which  has  compelled  you  to 
retire  to  Patna,  may  in  like  manner  make  it  as  neceffary  for  you  to  retreat  to 
Bengal,  as  it  will  be  in  his  power,  by  fending  parties  of  horfe  between  you 
and  this  province,  to  intercept  any  fupplies  from  reaching  you. 

As  you  have  never  mentioned  what  ftock  of  provifions  you  have  in  the 
city,  we  have  no  fatisfaftory  information  upon  the  point ;  but  unlefs  it  is 
much  greater  than  we  can  flatter  ourfelves  it  is,  the  daily  comfumption, 
without  any  fupply,  muft  foon  reduce  it.  To  avoid  this  danger,  if  it  is 
poflible  to  take  with  you,  by  any  means,  a  ftock  of  a  few  days,  and  by 
forced  marches  bring  Shujah  Dowla  to  aftion,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  an  ad- 
vifeable  meafure. 

If  you  think  this  imprafticable,  or  not  advifeable,  the  next  alterna- 
tive than  occurs  to  us  is,  to  leave  a  part  of  the  army  ftrongly  pofted  at  or 
near  Patna,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city  ;  and  either  conduft  yourfelf,  or  fend 
the  remainder  of  the  forces  acrofs  the  river,  to  march  from  thence  into 
Shujah  Dowla's  country,  pufliing  direftly  for  Banaras;  by  which  they  would 
not  only  cut  off"  the  fupplies  which  come  to  Shujah  Dowla  from  that  quarter, 
but  probably  induce  Bulwant  Sing  to  come  over  to  our  interefts,  and  join  in 
diftreffing  him  on  that  fide.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  probable,  that  upon  the 
appearance  of  fuch  a  force,  other  parties  may  rife  upon  his  dominions, 
who  may  be  glad  to  feize  fuch  an  occafion  to  favour  fome  pretenfions  of  their 
own. 

It  is  not  fuppofed  that  Shujah  Dowla  would  leave  his  own  country  expofed 
to  many  enemies,  for  the  fake  of  carrying  on  an  unprofitable  war  in  Bengal ; 
but  if  he  fhould,  notwithftanding  the  march  of  the  detachment  of  ours  into 
tiis  country,  take  the  refolution  of  pafting  Patna,  and  entering  Bengal,  the 
part  of  the  army  left  at  Patna  muft  come  down  to  us  by  water,  excepting  a 
ganifon  of  feapoys  for  the  defence  of  the  city;  which,  when  joined   by  the 
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force  we  have  at  Burdwan,  and  the  reinforcement  we  may  foon  expeft  from 
Madrafs  and  from  Europe,  will  be  fufficient  to  oppofe  him,  and  efpecially  at 
a  feafon  when  the  rains  will  make  it  very  diiEcult  for  horfe  to  aft. 

Concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  party  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  in 
cafe  of  Shujah  Dowla's  return,  we  can  only  fay  in  general,  that  we  would 
have  the  war  carried  on  in  his  country  j  for  which  purpofe  our  whole  force 
could  join  again  in  fuch  manner  as  you  may  find  the  moft  advifeable. 

With  refpeft  to  the  Nabob,  his  prefence  will  always  be  an  incumbrance 
to  you  ;  and  it  would  be  much  better  for  him  to  remain  at  Patna,  or  return 
to  Calcutta. 

We  cannot  help  expreffing  furprize,  that  the  parties  which  have  harraffed 
our  camp  have  never  met  with  any  refiftance  from  his  horfe :  if  the  Nabob 
keeps  none,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  you  fhould  endeavour  to  entertain  a 
body  of  horiej  to  afl;  under  your  own  orders,  and  who  muft  be  paid  by  the 
Nabob. 

Henry  Van  Sittart, 
Samuel  Middleton, 
Fort  William,  Ralph  Leycester, 

14  May,   1764.  John  Burdett. 


Letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  Camp  near  Patna ^  the  j^th  May,  1764.' 

Gentlemen, 

HPHE  united  forces  of  the  enemy,  who  were  exceeding  numerous,  and  had 
with  them  a  confiderable  number  of  cannon,  prefented  themfelves  before 
us  early  yefterday,  in  order  of  battle ;  and  after  cannonading  fome  time  at  a 
diflance,  began  a  little  before  noon  a  very  vigorous  and  warm  attack.  Som- 
bro,  with  the  choice  of  the  infantry,  fupported  by  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
made  an  attack  upon  our  front ;  but  not  being  able  to  advance  upon  fo 
heavy  a  fire  as  we  gave  them,  they  lay  under  cover,  waiting  for  the  fuccefs 
of  the  affault  upon  our  rear,  where  the  enemy  exerted  their  principal  efforts  : 
it  was  fun-fet  before  we  had  completely  repulfed  them  :  our  people  were  fo 
extremely  fatigued  with  the  labour  of  the  day,  and  having  been  up  moft  part 
of  the  preceding  night,  in  expedlation  of  the  attack,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  purfue,  and  tlie  enemy  took  the  opportunity  of  the  dufli  to  carry  off 
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their  cannon.  I  had  enough  to  do  to  look  to  every  quarter,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  divide  my  attention  between  the  city,  the  Nabob's  camp,  and  our 
own  poft.  All  the  principal  officers  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  their  refpec- 
tive  ftations  -,  and  I  cannot  fay  too  much  of  the  good  behaviour  of  the  army  in 
general,  and  in  particular  of  the  feapoys,  who  fuftained  the  front  of  the  attack. 
The  enemy  muft  have  met  with  an  immenfe  lofs,  as  our  fire  was  very  clofe,  and 
extremely  well  diftributed.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  an  exadt  account  of 
ours ;  in  Europeans  it  is  inconfiderable  :  Captain  Nottikens  and  Lieutenant 
Gardiner  are  the  only  officers  wounded,  but  both  dangeroufly  ;  the  former  has 
received  fuch  a  wound  as,  it  is  thought,  will  occafion  the  lofs  of  a  leg-,  and 
the  latter  has  had  both  his  legs  broke. 

I  WAIT  with  impatience  to  know  what  effedt  this  fuccefs  will  have  upon  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy. 

The  Governor  and  Council  reply  to  the  Major  in  the  following  terms  : 

That  it  is  with  real  fatisfaftion  we  have  received  the  advice  of  his  fuccefs  : 
that  fo  fevere  a  repulfe  given  to  the  enemy  on  their  firft  attempt,  we  fliould 
hope,  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  favourable  confequences  to  our  caufe  -, 
and  that  being  extremely  fenfible  of  the  ffiare  which  may  be  attributed  to  his 
good  conduft  in  this  effential  fervice,  we  beg  leave  to  return  him  our  beft 
acknowledgments  :  that  it  gives  us  pleafure  to  obferve  on  this  occafion,  that 
fuch  a  general  perfeverance  and  order  prevailed  among  the  troops,  parti- 
cularly among  the  feapoys  ;  and  that  we  defire  he  will  return  our  beft  thanks 
to  all  the  officers  and  men  for  that  bravery  and  good  behaviour. 

Agreed,  we  do  further  advife  the  Major  of  Mr.  Watts's  return ;  and 
defire  he  will  ufe  his  endeavours  to  perfuade  the  Nabob  to  come  down  as 
foon  as  poffible,  as  he  muft  only  be  an  incumbrance  to  him  in  camp,  and 
we  have  many  material  points  to  fettle  with  his  Excellency  here. 


tort  William,  the  21ft  May,  1764. 

1^  O  T  having  received  any  advices  from  Major  Carnac  fince  the  4th  iii- 
ftant,  the  Governor  and  Council  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 
Agreed,  we  write  to  him,  that  this  filence  has  laid  us  under  the  neceffity 
of  taking  our  information  of  the  affairs  of  the  army  from  reports  and  private 

letters. 
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letters.     By  thefe  we  are  given  to  underftand,  that,  ever  fince  the  repulfe  of 
the  enemy  on  the  3d  inftant,  their  army  has  lain  within  two  or  three  cofs  of 
our  camp  :  That,  latterly,  frequent  meflages  have  pafled  between  their  camp 
and  ours,  and  particularly,  that  Mendi  Aly  Khan  has  come  over  to  us  with 
fome  of  his  dependants  :  That  as  we  are  convinced  of  the  treacherous  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  we  have  to  deal  with,  and  have  no  accounts  from  him 
of  the  plan  on  which  he  proceeds,  we  cannot  help  apprehending  bad  confe- 
quences  from  this  delay  ;  and  that  the  enemy  may  be  endeavouring  to  amufe, 
and  gain  time  .to  anfwcr  fome  purpofe  of  their  own,  perhaps  forming  par- 
ties in  the  city  of  Patna,  or  in  our  camp  :    That  he  will  eafily  perceive,  by 
the  tenor  of  all  our  letters,  that  we  had  refolved,  from  the  beginning,  not 
to   treat   with   Shujah    Dowla,  if  ever  he  took  the  part  of  Meer  Coffim, 
and  that  we  departed  not  from  this  refolution  even  when  our  army  was  under 
fome  difficulties  ;  far  lefs  fhall  we  think  of  fuch  a  meafure  now,  when  he  is 
at  the  head  of  an  army  which,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  will  be  fure  of  fuccefs 
whenever  they  engage  :    Tliat  we  had  a  convincing  proof  of  the  good  difpo- 
fition  of  the  troops,  from  their   behaviour  in  the  laft  action  ;  and  as  his 
apprehenfions  on  this  head  feem  to  be  the  only  point  of  difficulty,  we  hope 
he  has,  before  this  time,  made  ufe  of  tlieir  good  difpofition  in  attacking  and 
driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  country  :    That  we  can  entertain  no  thoughts 
of  treating  with  Shujah  Dowla,  having  no  conception  of  any  conceffions 
which   it  is  in  his  power  to  make  us  •,    that  the  only  ones  we  could  ever 
liften  to,  muft  be  the  delivery  up  of  Meer  Coffim,  Sombro,  and  our  deferters; 
and   thole,   from   the  part   they    compofe  of  Shujah  Dowla's  ftrength,    we 
judge  it  by  no  means  in  his  power  to  perform  •,  nor  would  we  have  our  ope- 
rations fufpended  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour,  until  thefe  perfons  are  put  into 
our  hands  :    Tliat  we  have  much  reafon  to  imagine  the  Nabob  may  give  into 
any  overtures  for  a  negociation,  from  the  vain  notion  of  holding  the  Subadar 
by  the  King's  authority,  independent  of  our  fupport ;  but  that  he  muft  by  no 
means  be  allowed  to  carry  on  any  correfpondence  without  his  (the  Major's) 
Jinowledge,  neither  in  the  prefent  circumllances  to  receive  any  funnuds  from 
the  King  or  Shujah  Dowla  :    That  in  this,  and  all  other  meafures,  the  Nabob 
muft  be  entirely  ruled  by  him  whilft  the  war  continues. 

Agreed,  that  we  further  advife  the  Major  of  Captain  Stibbert's  promo- 
tioii  to  a  majority,  refolved  on  this  day  in  the  other  deparment. 

Agreed,  that  we  write  likewife  to  Mr.  Billers,  the  chief  at  Patna,  dire<5ting 
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him,  whilft  the  war  continues,  to  advife  us  daily  of  the  oceiurrences,  fo  far 
as  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gray,  at  Maulda,  dated  the  13th  inftant,  ac- 
quainting us,  that  he  cannot  comply  with  our  orders  of  the  7th,  for  purchafing 
grain,  unlefs  we  fend  him  a  fum  of  money  -,  that  he,  however,  takes  all  oppor- 
tunities of  encouraging  the  merchants  to  fend  rice  to  camp,  and  that  he  has 
prevailed  with  feveral  to  a  large  amount. 

Agreed,  we  write  him  in  anfwer,  that  as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  fend 
him  any  fupply  of  money,  we  muft  be  fatisfied  with  the  m.eafures  he  has 
taken  for  afTifting  the  army  wich  grain  -,  and  have  only  to  defire,  that  he 
will  continue  to  prevail  on  the  merchants  to  carry  thither  as  large  quan- 
tities aspoflible. 

The  24th  of  May  1764,  received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the 
i6ch,  acquainting  us,  that  he  has  delayed  thus  long  writing  to  us,  fince  his 
laft,  from  his  conftant  expeftation  of  a  frefii  attack,  which  his  daily  intelli- 
gence has  given  him  reafon  to  believe  the  enemy  were  preparing  for :  That 
he  fo  effedlually  covers  the  Nabob,  that  he  thinks  it  his   bufinefs  rather  to 
receive  than  give  the  attack,  efpecially  as  the  manoeuvre  of  the  enemy  feems 
intended  to  draw  him  after  them,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
taching a  party  to  carry  off  the  Nabob,  in  which  they  would  probably  fuc- 
ceed,  was  he  to  leave  them  :    That  befi^es,  in  his  prefent  pofition,  he  can  re- 
ftrain  the  feapoys  ;   whereas  when  they  are  pufhed  forwards,  there  is  no  pof- 
fibility  of  preventing  them  from  preffing  on  and  breaking,  which  Captain 
Swinton  and  himfelf  have  experienced  in  one  or  two  flcirmilhes,  not  being 
able  to  flop  them  from  advancing  irregularly  and  firing,  though  they  threw 
themfelves  in  their  front :    That  he  is  forry  to  have  occafion  to  add,  as  an- 
other reafon  to  his  little  dependence  on  a  part  of  his  Europeans,  occafioned 
by  an  uncommon  inftance  of  mifbehaving  in  a  detachment  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  them,  which  he  had  fent  in  the  13th  and  14th,  with  Cap, 
tain  Smith's  battalion  of  feapoys,  to  reconnoitre  to  the  eaftward  of  the  city,  in 
expeftation  of  furprifing  fome  of  the  enemy  there ;    that  by  fome  mifma- 
nagement  they  were  fired  upon  from  the  walls  of  Patna,  though  without  re- 
ceiving any  damage  ;    but  that  the  whole  of  the  Europeans  went  immediately 
to  the  right  about ;    that  this  may  perhaps  have  arofe  from  a  general  pa- 
nic occafioned  by  the  firing,  but  that  he  rather  fufpeds  it  was  done  defign- 
edly  by  the  foreigners,  of  whom  the  advanced  guard  was  chiefly  compofed; 
ro  H  h  that 
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that  Captain  Smith's  feapoys,  notwithftanding,  proceeded  in  the  courfe  he 
had  dirediied,  but  found  nobody  :  That  Captain  Weymyfs  with  the  marines 
had  joined  him,  but  he  left  Captain  Maugen  on  the  other  fide,  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  detachment,  where  he  has  performed  a  very  material  fervice, 
in  defeating  a  body  of  troops  collefted  by  the  difaffefted  Zemindars  in  the 
Sircar  Sarang  diftrift,  which  he  hopes  will  fecure  to  us  that  country :  That 
as  the  enemy  have  kept  fo  long  hovering  about  their  prefent  flation,  he 
thinks  it  probable  they  do  not  choofe  to  involve  themfelves  further  down- 
wards ;  and  if  they  continue  to  keep  aloof,  he  fhall  watch  their  motions, 
and  wait  for  an  opening  to  attack  them,  with  the  leaft  riik  and  the  moft  ad- 
vantage :  That  he  has  received  our  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  letter 
for  Shujah  Dowla  :  That  Nundcomar's  late  behaviour  has  been  fuch  as  to 
remove  almoft  entirely  the  fufpicion  of  his  being  engaged  in  treachery,  how- 
ever faulty  he  may  have  been  in  other  particulars :  That  ever  fince  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy  he  has,  by  his  matter's  and  his  own  earneft  requeft, 
kept  clofe  to  him  (the  Major)  -,  which  is  a  ftrift  argument,  that  he  was  not 
concerned  in  any  treafonable  praflices,  as  he  was  under  his  eye,  and  could 
not  of  confequence  himfelf  reap  any  advantage  therefrom. 


The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  Tranflates  of  Letters, 
which  he  has  received  inclofed  in  one  from  the  Nabob. 

From  Shujah  Dowla  to  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier. 

Dated  the  12th  of  May,  1764. 

IpORMERLY,  when  thefe  provinces  were  in  your  poffeffion,  the  Englifh 
making  an  agreement  with  Meer  Mahomed  Coflim  Khan,  carried  you 
to  Calcutta,  and  appointed  him  to  the  government :  afterwards  they  quar- 
relled with  him,  and  brought  you  again  from  Calcutta.  Agreeably  to  the 
hearty  friendfhip  I  have  for  you,  I  was  much  rejoiced  at  hearing  this  news  ; 
and  you  muft  accordingly  remember  the  letters  which  I  wrote  to  you  fome 
time  ago.  Upon  your  arrival  on  this  fide  of  Patna,  I  procured  you  the  fun- 
nuds  from  the  King,  and  intended  difpatching  them  to  you.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  received  advice  that  the  Englifh  were  making  a  difturbance,  and 
wanted  to  fend  you  by  force  from  Saont  to  Calcutta.  Since,  notwithftand- 
ing his  Majefty  had  conferred  honours  upon  you,  and  the  hearty  friendfliip 

I  bear 
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I  bear  you  is  clearer  than  the  fun,  yet  the  Englilli,  regardlefs  both  of  the 
royal  favours  and  my  friendfliip,  were  guilty  of  fuch  unjuftifiable  behaviour, 
I  therefore  marched  this  way,  not  at  Meer  Cofllm's  defire,  but  becaufe  I 
could  not  fufFer  the  King's  country  to  be  fo  ruined  and  deftroyed,  now  that 
his  Majefty  has  beftowed  thefe  provinces  upon  my  fon  Aufliuph-ul-DowIa, 
who  is  your  nephew.  Look  upon  yourfelf  as  the  rightful  manager  of  all  the 
affairs  of  government,  and  deliver  it  from  the  daily  infults  to  which  it  is  ex- 
pofed.  Affairs  Ihall  not  remain  upon  their  prefent  footing,  nor  (hall  the  hand 
of  any  one  be  upon  you  :  the  diflridls  which  belong  to  the  Englifh  I  will 
get  confirmed  to  them  by  the  King,  in  cafe  of  their  faith,  obedience,  and  at- 
tachment. 


From  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier   to  Shujah  Dowla,  in  Anfwer. 

T  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  friendly  letter.  At  the  time  when  that 
tyrant,  Meer  Coffim,  fled  from  theie  provinces  to  your  Highnefs's  do- 
minions, the  Englifh  were  defirous  of  purfuing  immediately,  over  the  bridge 
which  he  had  pafTed,  in  order  to  bring  to  juflice  for  his  violences  and  op- 
prefTions ;  but  I  forbad  them,  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  encamp  on  Dur- 
gaonty  Nulla,  on  this  fide  the  CarumnafTa,  for  thefe  four  months  paft.  What 
earnefl  and  repeated  felicitations  have  been  made  you,  both  by  the  Englifh 
and  myfelf ;  but  you  would  by  no  means  liften  to  our  requefls.  Through 
the  intrigues  of  wicked  men  you  have  refufed  juflice  to  the  Englifh,  and  have 
proceeded  to  thefe  lengths.  Although  in  the  time  of  former  Nazims,  the  af- 
fairs of  thefe  provinces  have  always  been  negociated  at  the  Imperial  Court, 
through  the  means  of  the  head  buckfhy,  yet,  on  account  of  my  hearty  at- 
tachment to  your  Highnefs,  I  have  ever  reprefented  my  affairs  to  you  -,  and  as 
you  were  feveral  times  gracioufly  pleafed  to  do  me  the  honour  of  declaring 
that  you  would  be  anfwerable  for  my  bufinefs,  I  fet  my  heart  at  eafe,  in  full 
confidence  in  your  promifes,  and  never  made  application  to  any  other  per- 
fon  ;  and  the  Englifh,  through  my  perfuafions,  were  fo  faithfully  attached  to 
you,  that  they  were  ready  to  attend  you,  and  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  your 
fervice.  Now,  likewife,  if  you  will  do  them  juflice  on  that  tyrant  Meer 
CofTim,  they  will  not  be  negligent  in  fhewing  their  fidelity  to  you  ;  and  my 
attachment  and  hearty  obedience  will  daily  increafe. 

H  h2  On 
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On  the  receipt   of  thefe  letters     from   Meer  JafEer,    the   Governor  and 
Council  agreed  to  write  Major  Carnac,  inclofing  him  copies  of  thefe  letters, 
and  acquainting  him  we  find  from  them,  that  the  enemy  have  made  pro- 
pofals  for  treating  -,    and  propofals-  have  been  given  them,  that  we  might  be 
inclined  to  come  to  terms  :    That  we  advifed  him  in  our  laft,  and  now  re- 
peat, that  we  fhall  receive  no  propofals  from  Shujah  Dowla  ;    neither  would 
we  fulFer  any  of  his  meflengers  to  come  into  our  camp,  or  the  Nabob's,  unlefs 
Meer  Coffim,  Sombro,  and  our  deferters,  be  fent  delivered  up. — Further,  in 
anfwer  to  his  letter,  that  we  .have  paid  due  regard  to  the  reafons  which  he 
urges   for  having  continued  to  aft  fo  long  upon  the  defenfive  •,    but  that 
we  muft  hy  they  do  not  carry  the  fame  weight  v.'ith  us.     With  regard  to  the 
Nabob,  that  he  cannot  p&ffibly  expeft,   nor  can  our  whole  army  ever  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  a  ftate  of  inaftion,  merely  to  proteft  his  perfon,  efpecially 
when  it  is  confidered  that  this  end  may  be  as  effeftually  fecured  by  his  re- 
tiring into  Patna  :    That  on  this  ftep,  therefore,  he  mull  immediately  deter- 
mine,  unlefs  he  fhould  rather  refolve  to  accompany  our  army,  and  take  an 
equal  chance  with  them  in  attacking  the  enemy  :    That  the  mifbehaviour  of 
the  party  of  Europeans,  in   the  night  of  the  13th  and  14th,  we  hope  may 
have  been  owing  entirely  to  the  unexpefted  fire  on  them  from  the  walls  of 
the  city  •,    but  if,  on  the  -contrary,  there  is  really  any  remains  of  mutiny  or 
difTitisfadion  among  the  troops,  it  is  certain  tiiere  is  nothing  fo  dangerous, 
or  can  tend  more  to  increafe  fuch  a  difpofition,  than  waiting  in  inafiion  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy  -,    that  this  is  a  ftrong  reafon  for  purfuing  the  plan  we 
have  recommended  of  adling  offenfively  -,  and  a  flill  ftronger  is^,  that  if  we 
allow  the  war  to  be  protrafted  in  this  country,  it  will  be  impoJTible  for  us  to 
fupply  him  with  the  immenfe  fums  of  money  which  are  now  required  in  de- 
frayino-  the  expences  of  the  army  ;   for  we  already  find  ourlllves  greatly  dif- 
treffed  to  difcharge  the  draughts  from  the  paymailer,  and  anfwer  the  demands 
of  other  detachments,  which  have  taken  the  field,  with  the  current  expences 
of  the  fettlement :    That  the  Nabob's  welfare  and  intereil  being  fo  intimately 
connefted  with  ours,  we  think  he  cannot   well  refufe   to  aflift  us  in  this 
point,  whenever  he  has  it  in  his  power  ;   and  that  we  therefore  defire  he  will 
reprefent  to  him  the  prefent  neceffity,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  general  or« 
der  on  the  Naibs  of  Moorfliedabad  and  Dacca,  for  the  payment  of  whatever 
fums  we  may  call  for  on  our  receipt :   That  in  his  letter  he  acknowledges 
to  have  received  ours  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  Prefident's  letter  to  Shujah 
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Dowla  ;  but  does  not  mention  his  having  fent  it  to  him  ;  that  if  he  has  not, 
we  defire  he  will  pleale  to  forward  it,  according  to  our  firft  intention,  as  we 
think  it  is  proper  that  letter  fhould  be  fent  him  at  all  events. 

The  29th  May  1764,  received  a  leter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the  19th 
inftant,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  ours  of  the  7th  and  gth,  and  acquaint- 
ing us,  in  anfvver  to  the  latter,  That  he  has  long  had  in  view  the  operation 
we  recommend  as  the  alternative,  and  thinks  it  bids  the  fairefl  for  totally 
difconcerting  the  enemy  •,  but  that  it  cannot  be  begun  till  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Wedderburn  ;  by  which  time  he  alfo  expediis  the  waters  will  be 
rifen  ;  and  will  then,  unlefs  in  the  interim  he  has  the  good  fortune  to  per- 
form fomething  decifive,  fet  about  putting  it  into  execution  :  That  Bulwant 
Sing  he  always  fufpefled  was  only  amufing  him  with  the  proffered  treaty;  and 
his  condu6t  has  demonftrated  it  fo,  for  that  he  is  perfonally  with  Shujah 
Dowla  •,  and  his  troops  were  amongft  the  moft  forward  in  the  laft  attack  : 
That  in  the  precautions  we  have  taken  to  have  him  fupplied  with  grain,  and 
the  advantage  of  the  river,  he  fliall  be  fecure  of  provifions  :  That  in  his  pre- 
fent  fituation,  he  finds  no  other  inconvenience  but  the  want  of  cavalry  ;  and 
that  he  propofes,  therefore,  employing  Mcndee  Ally  Khan,  to  raife  a  body  of 
Moguls,  amongft  whom  he  has  much  intereft,  and  to  add  to  Mirza  Shaber 
Beg's  troops. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  Letters  from  the  Nabob. 

Fro)n   the   Nabob' 

Dated  15th  May,  1764. 

T  H  A  V  E  already  fent  you  copies  of  letters  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Vizier  of  Rajah  Beny  Bahadre,  and  of  my  anfwers  to  them.  By 
the  contents  thereof,  you  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  King's  having 
granted  the  three  provinces  to  the  Vizier's  fon.  At  prefent  Rajah  Beny 
Bahadre  and  Affud  Aly  Khan,  brother  to  Golaum  Aly  Khan,  deceafed, 
who  is  an  old  friend  of  the  Vizier's,  in  confequence  of  his  Highnefs's  direc- 
tions, have  written  to  me,  in  anfwer  to  my  letters,  to  give  up  only  the  pro- 
vince of  PiJtna.  Copies  of  thefe  letters,  and  my  anfwers  to  them,  I  have 
fent  inclofed  for  your  obfervation.  When  you  are  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars thereof,  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  what  you  think  advifeable  to  re- 
ply to  this  demand,  that  if  they  again  treat  with  me  on  this  fubjed:,  I  may 
write  to  them  accordingly. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mharajah  Beny  Bahadre,  to  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier. 

T  H  A  V  E  had  the  pleafure  to  receive  your  letter,  mentioning  that,  in  cafe 
the  Court  will  revenge  the  caufe  of  the  Englifli,  you  are  ready  to  perform 
the  duties  of  obedience  and  fidelity.  The  fentiments  of  friendfhip  which 
were  before  engraved  on  my  heart,  are  not  exprefTed  in  the  contents  of  your 
letter  ;  but  I  imagine  you  have  good  reafon  for  writing  in  fuch  a  manner. 
Out  of  the  great  regard  I  have  long  had  for  you,  I  entered  on  a  negociation 
with  you,  notwithftanding  your  unfriendly  behaviour.  I  was  in  hopes  that, 
in  order  to  make  amends  for  your  pad  neglefts,  you  would  have  given  your 
confent,  and  fettle  things  on  a  proper  footing  :  all  depends  upon  the  blefling 
of  God,  and  your  and  the  Englilh  gentlemens  approbation  ;  as  there  is  a 
hearty  friendfhip  between  me  and  Aflud  Aly  Khan,  and  every  negociation 
is  carried  on  with  his  concurrence.  I  have  fully  acquainted  him  with  all  cir- 
cumftances  tending  to  our  mutual  welfare,  and  he  will  write  them  for  your 
information.  Since  you  are  a  man  of  underflanding  and  experience,  you  will 
doubtlefs  give  your  confent  to  what  he  reprefents  to  you.  In  cafe  of  your 
approbation,  be  pleafed  to  inform  me  thereof,  that  I  may  fend  him  to  you  ; 
if  not,  whatever  is  the  will  of  God. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  JJfud  Aly  Khan  to  the  Nabob. 

T  WITH  Mharajah  Beny  Bahadre,  prefented  to  the  Vizier  your  letter  in 
'  anfwer  to  mine,  which  I  had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  -,  and  the  Mharajah  prefented  to  him  the  letters  which  he  had 
received  from  you ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Mharajah  Nundcomar's  letters, 
and  our  hazee,  were  prefented  to  him  by  Hofan  Aly  Beg  Khan.  On  peru- 
fal  of  them,  his  Highnefs  was  much  difpleafed,  and  faid  to  Mharajah  Beny 
Bahadre  and  me, "  When  a  perfon  has  put  himfelf  under  the  protection  of  the 
**  King  and  the  Vizier,  where  is  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  delivering  him 
*'  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  or  imprifoning  him  ?  That  they  have  made 
"  fuch  demands.  The  contents  of  their  letters  can  by  no  means  be  produc- 
"  tive  of  good." — After  many  reprefentations,  his  Highnefs  declared  his  final 
refolution  as  follows  : — "  Let  the  province  of  Patna  be  refigned  :  the  autho- 
*'  rity  rcfts  with^us  ;  we  will  appoint  whomfoever  we  pleafe  to  the  Naibat  of 
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"  the  province.  When  this  point  is  agreed  to,  we  will  confider  about  pu- 
"  nifhing  the  enemy,  and  doing  juftice  to  the  Englifh  ;  otherwife  they  muft 
*'  be  rooted  out  and  deftroyed."  Moreover,  his  Highnefs  has  given  ftrid  or- 
ders that  no  one  fliould  correfpond  with  you :  but  Mharajah  Beny  Bahadre 
and  I  have  written  you  the  particulars,  agreeably  to  his  Highnefs's  and 
Mharajah's  orders  :  confider  them  well,  and  fend  me  fuch  an  anfwer,  that 
thefe  difturbances  may  be  removed.  Inclofed  is  a  letter  from  the  Mhu- 
rajah. 

Copy  of  the  NahoFs  Anfwer  to  Mloarajah  Beny  Bahadre. 

T  RECEIVED  your  letter,  wherein  you  write  that  the  fentiments  of 
friendfliip,  which  of  old  were  engraved  in  your  heart,  are  not  exprefled 
in  the  contents  of  my  letter.  Afifud  Aly  Khan's  letter  has  acquainted  me 
of  the  particulars  of  this  affair.  —  As  I  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  your 
friendfliip,  I  did  not  exped:  you  would  have  written  to  me  in  fuch  a  manner. 
I  am  in  the  utmoft  furprife  at  your  making  fo  unexpe6Ved  a  demand  of  me, 
and  at  your  regarding  my  requeft  that  the  Englifii  may  have  juftice  done 
them,  as  contrary  to  the  ties  of  friendfhip.  Had  you  formerly  promifed  to 
punilh  the  enemy  on  condition  of  my  aflenting  to  fo  improper  a  demand  as 
you  now  made  in  Aflud  Aly  Khan's  letter,  my  obedience  would  not  have 
carried  me  fo  far  as  to  engage  me  in  any  thing  produdlive  of  fliame  and  re- 
pentance ;  nor  fhould  I  have  neglecSted  the  care  of  honour.  —  Since  you  are 
inclined  to  war,  you  will  not  be  pleafed  with  any  reafonable  or  juft  propofal 
that  I  may  make  you.  If  fuch  are  your  views,  no  agreement  can  be  made  ; 
and  till  an  agreement  is  made,  the  fending  Affud  Aly  Khan  would  be  ufelefs : 
as  for  the  reft,  whatever  is  the  will  of  God  is  beft  ;  he  that  cannot  procure 
juftice  from  the  King,  will  procure  it  from  God.  —  I  have  written  an  anfwer 
to  Affud  Aly  Khan's  letter  ;  by  that  you  will  be  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars. 

P.  S.  From  the  contents  of  your  laft  letter,  I  perceive,  that  what  you  faid  to 
me  by  Chintalyram,  and  what  you  wrote  me  in  the  letter  which  you 
fent  by  his  hands,  was  all  a  dream.  —  Where  fuch  inconfiftency  ap- 
pears, it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  a  kingdom  to  flourifh. — In  all  cafes 
I  am  very  ready  to  obey  any  reafonable  and  juft  command.  A  little 
attention  and  confideration  is  neceflary  on  your  part  alfo. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  the  Nabob'' s  Anfwer  to  JJfud  Aly  Khan. 

T  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your  letter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
one  from  me  ;  and  mentioning  that  you,  with  Mharajah  Beny  Bahadre, 
prefented  it  to  the  Vizier  -,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  my  arzee  to  his  Highnefs, 
and  Mharajah  Nundcomar's  letters,  were  prefented  to  him  by  Hofern  Aly 
Beg  Khan  :  That  he  was  difpleafed  on  perufal  of  them,  and  faid  to  Mharajah 
Beny  Bahadre  and  you, "  When  a  perfon  has  put  himfelf  under  the  proteftion 
"  of  the  King  and  the  Vizier,  where  is  the  juftice  or  propriety  of  delivering 
him  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  or  imprifoning  him  ?  that  they  have 
made  fuch  a  demand.  The  contents  of  their  letters  can  by  no  means 
"  be  produftive  of  good."  That  it  is  his  Highnefs's  final  refolution  that 
I  fhall  refign  the  province  of  Patna  :  That  he  will  appoint  whomfoever 
he  pleafes  to  the  Naibat  thereof ;  That  when  this  point  is  agreed  to,  he 
will  confider  about  punifliing  the  enemy,  and  doing  juftice  to  the  Eng- 
iilh,  and  that  otherwife  we  mufl:  be  rooted  out  and  deftroyed  ;  That  he  has 
given  ftrift  order  for  no  one  to  correfpond  with  us  but  Mharajah  Beny 
Bahadre,  and  you  ;  and  that  you  fend  me  inclofed  a  letter  from  the  Mharajah. 
What  fhall  I  write  to  fo  unjuft  and  unreafonable  a  demand  ?  How  can  I  con- 
fent  to  a  propofal  fo  foreign  from  my  own  inclinations,  and  fo  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  friendfhip  ?  As  his  Highnefs  has  been  pleafed  to  reft  his  doingjuftice 
to  the  Englifli  upon  fo  unequitable  a  condition,  it  is  evidently  his  refolution  not 
to  do  them  juftice.  You  could  yourfelf  reprefent  in  a  proper  manner  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  this  propofal,  but  that  you  are  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  offend- 
ing. I  have  by  no  means  negledted  the  duties  of  obedience  and  fidelity.  Not- 
withftanding  it  has  always  belonged  to  the  head  buckfhy  to  negociate  the  affairs 
of  thefe  provinces,  yet  I  placed  my  whole  dependence  upon  his  Highnefs  the 
Vizier,  and  not  to  any  one  elie  ;  and  now  this  is  the  reward  I  reap.  My  let- 
ters contained  nothing  but  a  petition  of  juftice,  and  profefTions  of  fidelity  : 
fince  then  his  Highnefs  is  neverthelefs  offended  at  it,  to  what  can  this  be  at- 
tributed but  to  deceit  and  artifice?  Since  my  fincere  and  juft  reprefenta- 
tions  are  not  confented  to,  but  produce  fuch  unreafonable  demands  in  reply, 
I  fhall  remain  filent  in  future.  If  you  think  it  unjuft  and  improper  to  inflidt 
due  punifhment  on  fuch  a  tyrant  and  murderer  as  CofTim,  on  account  of  his 
having  put  himfelf  under  the  protedion  of  the  King  and  Vizier,  with  what 

right 
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right  do  you  order  me  to  give  up  the  province  of  Patna,  which  has  fo  lately 
been  confirmed  to  me  by  Firmaunds  and  Sunnuds  und.r  their  ieals  ?  With 
regard  to  what  you  write  about  me  confidering  this  affair,  the  paft  is  gone, 
the  future  is  uncertain.  This  is  my  ftate  at  prelenti  what  will  it  be  to- 
morrow, in  cafe  I  confent  to  this  demand  ? 

AS  by  thefe  letters  it  appears,  that  a  correfpondence,  and  fteps  to  a  nego- 
ciation,  are  ftill  carrying  on  between  the  Nabob  and  Shujah  Dowla,  we 
think  it  abiblutely  neceffary  to  have  a  gentleman  ftationed  at  the  Nabob's 
court,  to  fend  us  the  necelTary  advice  on  this  and  other  material  points  -,  and 
as,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  would  be  too  much  time  loll  to  fend 
a  Refident  from  hence  ; 

Agreed,  iVIr.  Batfon  beappointed  to  attend  conftantly  at  the  Nabob's  court; 
and  that  we  write  him,  that  as  the  conftant  attention  which  Major  Carnac  is 
at  prefent  obliged  to  pay  to  the  motions  of  the  enemy's,  and  the  operations  of 
our  own  army,  may  prevent  him  from  obtaining  and  fending  us  the  neceflary 
information  of  what  pafTes  at  the  Nabob's  court,  we  have  thought  proper 
to  appoint  you  Refident  there:  we  dire(5t,  therefore,  that  you  enter  upon 
this  office  immediately  on  receipt  hereof,  tranfmitting  to  us  daily  advice  of 
every  thing  that  occurs. 

We  muft  defire  you  will  inform  yourfelf,  as  far  as  you  can  difcover,  what 
may  be  the  Nabob's  motives  and  views  in  entering  into  a  treaty  with  Shujah 
Dowla,  and  what  fteps  have  been  taken  in  it  -,  for  our  own  part,  we  are  re- 
folved  to  enter  into  no  treaty  with  him,  unlefs  Meer  Coflim,  Sombre,  and  our 
deferters,  be  firft  put  into  our  hands  as  a  preliminary  ;  you  will  therefore  ac- 
quaint the  Nabob,  that  this  is  our  refolution,  affuring  him,  we  will  accede  to 
no  treaty  he  Ihall  make  on  any  other  terms. 

In  our  letter  to  Major  Carnac  of  the  3d  of  April  laft,  we  defired  he  would 
inform  himfelf,  and  advife  us  of  the  ftate  of  the  Nabob's  finances,  and  how 
they  arc  managed ;  the  ftate  of,  the  number,  and  expence  of  his  army  ;  the 
names  of  the  principal  officers  he  employs,  and  depends  upon,  and  of  the 
principal  perfons  about  his  court,  and  in  his  councils  ;  we  have  alfo  defired,  in 
later  letters  to  the  Major,  that  he  would  apply  to  the  Nabob  for  general 
orders  on  the  Naibs  of  Moorlhedabad  and  Dacca,  to  pay  us  whatever  fums 
we  may  have  occafion  to  demand,  on  our  receipt,  in  order  to  afTift  in  defraying 
our  prefent  heavy  expences,  and  for  orders  for  twenty  lacks  of  rupees,  towards 
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the  payments  of  laffes,  from  the  reftitution  fund.  The  execution  of  all  thefe 
points  will  now  become  your  duty,  and  we  defire  you  will  exert  your  beft 
endeavours  to  fatisfy  our  inquiries,  and  obtain  the  orders  as  foon  as  poffible  ; 
we  fhould  think  a  compliance  with  the  money-demands  cannot  fubjeft  the 
Nabob  to  any  inconvenience,  as  he  has  had  the  time  in  his  hands  for  making  ; 
the  heavy  colledtions  of  the  year,  and  no  large  difburfements  that  we  know. 

of. 

Received  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the  firft  inftant,  acquainting 
us,  that  Shujah  Dow.la,  finding  himfelf  deceived  in  the  fond  hopes  he  had 
of  carrying  all  before  him,  has  evidently,  for  fome  time  paft,  wanted  to  in- 
troduce a  negociation,  in  order  that  he  might  go  back,  and  yet  fave  his  credit ; 
that  he  has  letters  in  proof  thereof,  from  mod  of  his  great  men,  which  he 
thinks  are  didlated  by  Shujah  Dowla,  though  his  pride  would  not  permit 
him  to  make  the  advance  direftly  from  himfelf;  that  he  inclofes  us  fome  of 
the  original  letters,  with  the  copy  of  one  which  he  has  received  from  the 
King,  moftly  wrote  in  his  own  hand  -,  and  that  he  has  wrote  him  the  anfwer, 
which  he  has  invariably  given  to  all  who  have  interfered.  That  he  would 
hearken  to  no  terms  of  accommodation  whatever,  unlcfs  Meer  Coffim  and 
Sombre  were  firft  delivered  up  to  him. 

We  are  determined  to  profecute  the  war  againft  Shujah  Dowla,  and  en- 
deavour to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Gauzypoor  country,  and  colled  its  revenues, 
to  affift  in  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war; 

We  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Batfon  to  come  down  to  Calcutta,  and  have  de- 
fired  the  Nabob  to  deliver  into  the  Major's  hands  fecurities  for  the  payment 
of  two  lacks  of  rupees  a  month,  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  army. 

We  think  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  proceed  againft  Shujah  Dowla  without 
lofs  of  time,  nor  ftop  till  we  have  convinced  him  that  we  are  capable  of  adling 
ofFenfiveiy  as  well  as  dcfenfively  ;  otherwife  we  fhall,  without  doubt,  be  liable 
to  have  the  provinces  invaded,  whenever  the  ftate  of  aflFairs  in  his  own 
country  will  admit  of  turning  his  thoughts  this  way. 

Received  the  following  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the  loth  inftant: 
— Myr  Bychu  has  been  again  with  me,  and  brought  me  letters  from  the  Kino-, 
Munyr  o  Dowla,  and  Shakir  o  Dowla,  with  affurances  that  Meer  Coffim 
fhouia  Le  arreftcd  andpunifhed  :  and  Shujah  Dowla  has  himfelf  wrote  to  me, 
declaring  he  would  abide  by  what  Muny  r  o  Dowla  promifes.  I  have  returned 
with  him  this  general  anfwer,  That  nothing  could  procure  them  a  recon- 
ciliation 
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ciliation  with  the  Englilh,  and  their  friendfhip,  but  the  aftual  delivery  to 
us  of  Meer  Coffim  and  Sombre, 

The  Nabob  and  his  Minifters  are  of  opinion  that  this  will  at  laft  becon- 
fented  to  ;  I  cannot  fay  I  flatter  myfelf  with  fo  happy  an  event  -,  yet,  whilfl: 
there  are  the  fainteft  hopes  of  thefe  villains  being  configned  to  our  vengeance, 
furely  we  owe  fo  much  regard  to  the  memory  of  our  murdered  friends  and 
countrymen,  to  try  to  bring  it  about ;  to  effedl  which,  I  think  we  ought 
readily  to  forgive  Shujah  Dowla's  invafion.  I  entirely  concur  with  you. 
Gentlemen,  that  peace  ought  not  to  be  made  with  him  upon  any  other  terms ; 
and  that  he  is  defirous  of  an  accommodation  feems  probable,  from  his  having 
difpatched  exprefles  to  call  to  him  Shitabroy,  who  is  daily  expeded  at  their 
camp.  Shujah  Dowla  muft  come  to  a  fpeedy  determination,  as  the  fcene  of 
war  is  now  fhifting  towards  his  country^ 


Confultation,  25th  June,  1764. 

jy  ECEIVED  a  letter  from  Major  Carnac,  dated  the  i6th  inftant,  ac- 
quainting us,  that  the  detachment  he  ordered  over  the  Ganges  has  pro- 
duced the  efFeft  he  expefted  from  it ;  for  upon  advice  of  their  having  crofled 
the  Dewa,  and  begun  hoftilities  in  the  diftrids  of  Gauzypoor,  Shujah  Dowla 
has  judged  it  necelTary  to  retire  towards  his  own  country  :  that  the  Major  now 
propofes  croffing  the  Ganges  himfelf  immediately. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Major  Carnac,  that  we  are  refolved  to  continue  the 
war  againfl;  Shujah  Dowla,  until  he  fubmits  to  the  conditions  we  have 
prefcribed. 

Major  Carnac  defired  leave  to  refign  his  command.  The  Council  fent 
their  permiffion,  and  at  the  fame  time  requefted  Meer  Jaffier  to  leave  the 
army  at  Patna,  and  come  down  to  Calcutta,  as  they  wanted  to  fettle  many 
points  with  him,  of  eflential  confequence  to  his  governnient  and  their  own  *. 

*  June  1 764. 
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Colonel  Monroes  account  of  the  operations  of  the  army.,  after  he  fucceeded  Major 
Carnac  in  the  command.  'The  defeat  of  Shujah  Dowla.  'The  Mogul  puts  him- 
felf  under  the  proteSfion  of  the  Englifh.  The  death  of  Meer  Jaffier  ;  and  the 
advancement  of  his  fen  Najim  ul  Dowla  to  the  government.  General  Carnac 
returns  to  the  command  of  the  army^  in  January  1765. 

Colonel  Monro  fays, 

IN  April  1764  I  was  under  the  King's  orders,  from  his  Majefly's  Secre- 
taries of  State  and  War,  to  return  to  Europe  with  fuch  of  his  Majefty's 
troops  as  did  not  chufe  to  inlift  into  the  Company's  fervice ;  I  was  accordingly 
to  have  embarked  with  the  troops  the  beginning  of  May,  on  board  a  Mocoa 
Ihip,  which  was  to  fail  for  Europe  •,  but  before  I  embarked,  there  were  two 
exprefles  arrived  from  Bengal,  acquainting  the  Governor  and  Council  at  Bom- 
bay that  Shujah  Dowla  and   Coflim  Ally  Khan  had  marched  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Bengal,  at  the  head  of  60,000  men  ;  that  Major  Adams,  who  com- 
manded the  army,  was  dead;  that  the  fettlement  of  Calcutta  was  in  the  utmoll 
conflernation,  and   the  Company's  affairs  in  the  utmoft  danger;  they  there- 
fore req'.iefted  that  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay  would  apply  to  me 
to  cro  round  immediately  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  with  his  Majefty's 
troops,  and  as  many  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  prefidency  of  Bombay.     As 
his  Majefty's  intention  in  fending  out  his  troops  to  India,  by  the  orders  I  had, 
was  to  affiLl  and  defend  the  Company  in  their  difterent  fettlements,  I  thought 
k  would  not  be  anfwering  the  intention  of  fending  them  out,  to  return  and 
leave  the  Company's  affairs  in  that  fituation  ;  I  therefore  complied  with  the 
requeft,  and  arrived  at  Calcutta  with  his  Majefty's  troops,  and  a  detachment 
of  the  Company's  from  Bombay,   fome  time  in  the  month  of  May,    1764, 
Mr.  Vanfutart,  who  was  then  Governor,  acquainted  me  that  the  army  under 
the  command  of  Major  Carnac  had  been,  fince  the  death  of  Major  Adams, 
and  Shujah  Dowla  and  his  army  had  come  into  the  province,  upon  the  de- 
fenfive,  and  retreated  before  the  enemy  ;  but  I  am  fure,  from  Major  Carnac's 
gallant  behaviour  upon  every  occafion,  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  a  proper 

account 
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account  for  his  condu6l  in  that  campaign.  Mr.  Vanfittart  requefted  that  I 
would  immediately  repair,  with  the  troops  I  had  carried  round  from  Bombay, 
to  join  the  army,  who  were  in  cantonment  at  Patna,  and  take  the  command  of 
them.  I  found  the  army,  Europeans  as  well  as  Sepoys,  mutinous,  deferting 
to  the  enemy,  threatening  to  carry  off  their  officers  to  the  enemy,  demand- 
ing an  augmentation  of  pay,  demanding  large  fums  of  money  which  they 
faid  had  been  promifed  them  by  the  Nabob,  and  difobedient  to  all  order  i 
400  of  the  Europeans  had  gone  off  in  a  body,  and  joined  the  enemy,  fometime 
before  I  joined  the  army.  This  being  the  fituation  the  army  was  in,  I  fully 
determined  to  endeavour  to  conquer  that  mutinous  difpofition  in  them,  be- 
fore I  would  attempt  to  conquer  the  enemy.  I  accordingly  went  with  a 
detachment  of  the  King  and  Company's  Europeans  from  Patna,  with  four 
field  pieces  of  artillery,  to  Chippera,  one  of  the  cantonments  :  I  think  the 
very  day,  or  the  day  afrer  I  arrived,  a  whole  battalion  of  Sepoys,  with  their 
arms  and  accoutrements,  went  off  to  join  the  enemy  ;  I  immediately  de- 
tached about  100  Europeans,  and  a  battalion  of  Sepoys,  whofe  officers  told 
me  they  thought  they  could  depend  upon  them  not  to  defert,  with  two  field 
pieces,  to  endeavour  to  come  up  with  the  deferters,  and  bring  them  back 
to  me-,  the  detachment  came  up  with  them  in  the  night-time,  found  them 
adeep,  took  them  prifoners,  and  carried  them  back  to  Chippera  :  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  detachment  fent  me  an  exprefs,  acquainting  me  with 
the  hour  he  would  arrive  at  Chippera  with  the  prifoners  -,  I  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive them,  with  the  troops  under  arms.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Chippera,  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  officers  to  pick  me  out  ^o  of  the  men  of  the  worft:  cha- 
raifters,  and  who  they  thought  might  have  enticed  the  battalion  to  defert  to 
the  enemy  ;  they  did  pick  out  50  ;  I  defired  them  to  pick  me  out  24  men  of 
thofe  50,  of  the  worft  charaders  ;  I  immediately  ordered  a  field  court-martial 
to  be  held  by  their  own  black  officers,  and,  after  reprefenting  to  the  officers 
the  heinous  crime  the  battalion  had  been  guilty  of,  defired  they  would  imme- 
diately bring  me  their  fentence  :  they  found  them  guilty  of  mutiny  and  de- 
fertion,  fentenced  them  to  fuffer  death,  and  left  the  manner  to  me  ;  I  ordered 
immediately  four  of  the  24  to  be  tied  to  the  guns,  and  the  artillery  officers  to  pre- 
pare to  blow  them  away :  there  was  a  remarkable  circumftance — four  grena- 
diers reprcfented,  as  they  always  had  the  poft  of  honour,  they  thought  they 
were  intitled  to  be  firfi  blown  away ;  the  four  battalion  men  were  untied 
from  their  guns,  and  the  four  grenadiers  tied  and  hlovm  away  ;  upon  which  the 
5  European 
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European  officers  of  the  battalions  of  Sepoys,  who  were  then  in  the  Eeld, 
came  and  told  me,  that  the  Sepoys  would  not  fuffcr  any  more  of  the  men  to 
be  blown  away.  I  ordered  the  artillery  officers  to  load  the  four  field  pieces 
ydtb  grape-ffiot,  and  drew  up  the  Europeans  with  the  guns  in  their  intervals  ; 
defired  the  officers  to  return  at  the  heads  of  their  battalions  •,  ordered  them 
immediately  to  ground  their  arms,  and,  if  one  of  them  attempted  to  move, 
I  would  give  orders  to  fire  upon  them,  and  treat  them  the  fame  as  if  they 
were  Shujah  Dowla's  army.  I'hey  did  ground  their  arms,  and  did  not  at- 
tempt to  take  them  up  again  :  upon  which  I  ordered  Jixteen  more  of  the  24  to  be 
tied  to  the  guns  by  force ^  and  blown  away  the  fame  as  the  firjt  •,  which  was  done  : 
I  immediately  ordered  the  other  four  to  be  carried  to  a  cantonment,  where 
there  had  been  a  defertion  of  the  Sepoys  fome  time  before,  with  pofitive 
orders  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  cantonment,  to  blow  them  away  in 
the  fame  manner  at  the  guns ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  which  put 
an  end  to  the  mutiny  and  defertion. 

I  PREPARED  to  take  the  field  as  early  as  poffible  after  the  rains  with  the 
army;  and  fixed  the  15th  of  September  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  troops 
from  their  different  cantonments.  A  couple  of  days  before  the  army 
marched,  I  liad  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  feveral  parties 
of  horfe,  and  had  thrown  up  fome  breaft- works  on  the  banks  of  the  Soane, 
to  impede  the  croffing  of  the  troops :  I  ordered  Major  Champion,  with  a 
detachment  and  four  .field  pieces,  to  march  and  crofs  the  Soane  fome  miles 
below  where  the  army  was  to  crofs,  after  fixing  with  him  the  hour  and  day 
that  I  intended  to  arrive  at  the  Soane  with  the  army  ;  I  defired  that  he 
might  be  at  that  time  on  the  other  fide,  and  endeavour  to  difiodge  the 
enemy,  and  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops.  That  officer  was  fo  pointed 
in  executing  his  orders,  that  he  began  to  fire  upon  the  enemy  juft  as  the 
van  of  the  army  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Soane,  and  foon  diflodged 
them  ;  by  which  means  the  whole  army,  in  four  hours,  was  landed  on  the 
other  fide  without  the  leaft  moleftation.  I  continued  to  march  on  towards 
Buxar,  where  the  enemy  was ;  the  lafi:  two  or  three  days  march,  the  line 
of  march  was  a  good  deal  harralfed  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  fo  much, 
that  two  ferjeants  and  fix  or  feven  men  of  the  advanced  guard  were 
killed.  Upon  the  2 2d  of  Odober  we  arrived  at  Buxar,  and  encamped 
juft  without  range  of  the  enemy's  fhot  \  and  upon  my  going  to  reconnoitre 
their  fituation,  with  fome  of  the  field  officers,  I  tound  the  greateft  part  of 

)  j-|ji.j.a  y  them 
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th'em  were  entrenched  with  the  Ganges  upon  their  left,  and  the   fort  Or 
village  of   Buxar   on  their  rear.    I   intended  to  have  attacked   their    camp' 
about  one  or  two  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  and  fcnt  out  fpies  tobrino-  me 
fome   pieces  of  intelligence,  fuch  as  to  know  whether  I  could  brin^  my  ar- 
tillery on  the  right  of  their  camp,  refolving  not  to  attack  them  on  their 
left,  that  we  might  have  a  better  chance  to  drive  them   into  the  Ganges- 
than  they  fhould  us.     I  likewife  wanted  to  know   in  what  part  of  their 
encampment  the  force  of  their  artillery  lay,  and  where  Shujah  Dowlah  and 
Coffim  Ally  Khan's  tent  flood  : — the  fpies  did  not  return  to  camp  by  twelve 
o'clock  at  night.      I  took  it  for  granted  they  had  been  taken  prifoners,  and 
therefore    refolved  to  put  off  the  attack  till  the  24th  in  the  morning.    Two  ■ 
of  the  fpies  came   in   by  day-light  of  the  morning  of  the  23d,  and  told  me 
that    the    enemy  were  under  arms   all  night,   moving   their  artillery,   and 
fending  off  their  treafure  and   women  in  the   night.     I   went  immediately, 
with  fome  officers   to  look  at  their  difpofition  ;  I  law  a  good  many  of  their 
troops  under  arms,  but  not  out  of  their  entrenchments.     The  officers  who 
were  with  me,  as  well  as  myfelf,  thought  they  only  meant  to  (hew  themfelves, 
in  order   to   ftrike  a   terror  into   our   troops,  never  imagining  they  would 
quit  their  lines  in  order  to  attack  us  ;  and,  as  I  never  heard  of  a  black  army 
before  attacking  a  European  army,  I   returned  to  our  camp,   wifhing  they 
would  come  out  and  attack  us,  for  our  army  was  encamped  in  order  of 
battle.     About   eight  o'clock  in   the    morning,  the  field  officer  of  the  day 
came  into  my  tent  as  I  was  at  breakfaft,  and  acquainted  me  that  the  enemy's' 
right  was  .in  motion,  and  he  was  fure  they  meant. to  attack  us-,  I  imme- 
diately   went  out  with   my   reconnoitring-glafs   in   my    hand,  and  faw  and 
thought  as  he  did ;  upon  which  I  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  immediately  to 
arms,  which  was  done,    and  the  troops  advanced  from  their  encampment, 
and  were  in  a  few  minutes  ready  to  receive  them.      The  a6lion  lafted  from 
nine  till  twelve;  the  enemy  then  gave  way,  went  off  very  flowly,  blowing 
up  feveral  tumbrils,   and  three  large   magazines   of  powder,  as  they  went 
off.    I  immediately  ordered  the  line  to  break  into  columns  and  purfue  ;  and 
two  miles  from  the  field  of  battle  tiiere  was  a  rivulet,  where  the  enemy  had 
a.  bridge  of  boats ;  they  pierced  the  boats,  and  funk  them  before  the  rear  of 
the  army  got  over,  by  which  means  there  was  about  two  thoufand  of  them 
drowned  and  flicking  in  the  mud:   but  that  was  the  befl  piece  of  generalfhip 
Shujah  Dowlah   fhewed  that  day,    becaufe,    if  I   could  have  croffed  the 

rivulet.' 
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rivulet  with  the  army,  I  would  either  have  taken  or  drowned  his  whole 
army  in  the  Carnafla,  and  come  up  with  his  treafure  and  jewels,  and 
Coffim  Ally  Khan's  jewels,  which  I  was  informed  amounted  to  between 
two  and  three  millions. 

The  Englifh  army  confifted  of  little  more -than  four  thoufand  men,  not 
above  one  thoufand  were  Europeans.  The  Nabob's  army  were  not  lefs 
than  forty  thoufand.  The  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Englifli  army  were 
eight  hundred  and  forty-feven  •,  in  the  Nabob's,  two  thoufand  killed  in  the 
field  of  battle,  exclufive  of  thofe  drowned.  The  Colonel  had  not  furgeons 
to  drefs  his  own  wounded,  he  could  not  give  the  wounded  of  the  enemy 
any  affiftance ;  but  he  went,  for  five  days  together,  to  give  rice  and  water  to 
fuch  as  would  take  it. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  Mogul,  who  was  a  ftate-prifoner  in  Shujah 
Dowlah's  camp,  wrote  Colonel  Monro  a  letter,  giving  him  joy  of  the 
viftory,  and  defining  the  Colonel  to  take  him  under  the  protedtion  of  the 
Englifh ;  and  faid,  if  he  would  do  this,  he  would  give  the  Englifli  Shujah 
Dowlah's  country,  or  any  thing  elfe  they  plcafed  to  demand.  And  on  the 
Commander's  receiving  the  confent  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Calcirtta, 
he  took  the  Mogul  under  proteftion  :  the  Mogul  had  left  Shujah  Dowlah's 
camp  the  night  before  the  battle  *. 

Upon  the  Englilh  army  arriving  at  Banaras,  .Shujah  Dowla  fent  his 
Minifter  with  overtures  of  peace.  The  Colonel  would  not  liften  to  them, 
unlefs  the  Nabob  would  deliver  up  to  him  Coffim  Ally  Khan  and  Sumro. 
Coffim  had  ordered  many  of  the  Englilh  to  be  mafl"acred  when  they  were  in 
his  power,  and  Sumro  had  executed  thefe  orders,  when  no  man  in  the 
Nabob's  army  would  do  it  but  himfelf.  Sumro  was  a  German,  and  a 
General  Officer  under  the  Nabob  ;  he  had  been  before  a  Serjeant  in  the  French 
fervice,  deferted  from  them  to  us,  and  from  us  to  Coffim  Ally  Khan.  But 
Shujah  Dowlah  would  not  agree  to  give  up  to  the  Englifli  either  Coffim  or 
Sumro;  and  the  Colonel  faid,  he  would  not  make  peace  with  him,  if  he 
would  give  him  all  the  lacks  in  his  treafury,  unlefs  he  would  deliver  up 
thofe  murderers.  Bene  Bahadre,  the  Nabob's  Minifter,  returned  again  to 
the  Englilh  Commander,  and  faid,  if  he  would  but  make  peace  with  his 
mafter  Shujah  Dowla,  he  would  put  the  Englifli  upon  a  method  of  laying 
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hold  of  both  Coffim  and  Sumro.  The  Colonel  would  not  agree  to  peace 
on  thofe  tefms.  Bene  Bahadre  then  defired  him  to  let  Captain  Stables  re- 
turn v/ith  him  to  the  Nabob's  camp  ;  the  Nabob,  he  laid,  wanted  to  Tpeak 
with  him.  Captain  Stables  underftood  the  country  language,  and  agreed  to 
fifque  his  own  life,  if  he  could  but  be  the  inftrument  of  bringing  CofTimand 
Sumro  to  be  made  public  examples  of.  He  went  along  with  the  Minifler 
to  the  camp;  and  the  anfwer  he  returned  with  was,  That  the  Nabob  would 
not  give  up  Coffim  by  any  manner  of  means,  but  let  him  efcape;  but  if  the 
Colonel  would  fend  two  or  three  Englifh  gentlemen,  who  knew  Sumro,  the 
Nabob  would  aflc  him  to  an  entertainment,  and  in  preience  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen he  would  order  him  to  be  put  to  death. 

The  Nabob,  Shujah  Dowla,  offered  Captain  Stables  a  fum  of  money,  to 
prevail  with. Colonel  Monro  to  agree  to  his  terms  of  peace;   bur,  as  Colonel 
Monro  fays,  "  I  never  would  do  this,  the  next  thing  to   be  confidered  was, 
the  driving  Shujah  Dowla  intirely  out  of  his  country,   and  the  manner  of 
fettling  it."   I  wrote  to  the  Governor  and  Council  at  Calcutta,  and  fent  them 
a  letter  from  the  Mogul,  defiring  me  to  make  no  peace  with  Shujah  Dowla; 
that  he  would  cede  part  of  his  country  to  the  Englifh  Company,  and  keep 
the  reft  himfelf.     The  Governor  and  Council  fent  me  a  copy  of  a  treaty  to 
be  executed  with  the  King  ;  which  took  place  accordingly.     Before  Colonel 
Monro  quitted  the  command  of  the  army,  Bulwand  Sing,  coUeflor  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Nabob's  country,  learning  the  Colonel  had  rejedled  an  offer 
of  four  lacks  of  rupees  to  difplace  him,  came  to  the  Colonel,  and  begged  his 
acceptance  of  80,000  rupees,  which  is  10,000 1.  ;  and,  except  that,  the  Co- 
lonel folemnly   declared   he  never  received  a   fingle  rupee,   for  all  the  time 
he  was  in  Bengal,  near  five  years,   befides  the  cullomary  prefents,  which  are 
of  fmall  account;  and  he  refufed  the  offer  of  more  than   300,000!.  at  dif- 
ferent times,  for  making  alterations  in  the  officers  of  the  government.    When 
Colonel  Monro  left  the  army  *,  Major  Carnac  was  fent  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  from  Calcutta,  to  take  the  command  of  it;  thefe  gentlemen  met  upon 
the  road,  and  the  Colonel  told  the  Major,  had  he  continued  with  the  army, 
he  would   avoid  coming  to  any  general  aftion  with  Shujah  Dowla,  as  they 
were  then  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  greateft  part  of  his  country,  and  his  army 
muft  of  courfe  difperfe  when  his  money  was  out.     At  this  time  the  Nabob, 
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Meer  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  was  taken  ill  at  Moorfhedabad,  and  finding  his 
diforder  increafing  every  day,  he  fent  for  his  fecond  fon,  (the  eldeft 
alive)  and  growing  irrecoverable,  he  delivered  to  him  a  paper  of  advice,  and 
recommended  the  Rajah  Nundcomer  as  his  Minifter,  and  ordered  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  and  the  other  Englifh  gentlemen  to  be  fent  for,  with  all  the  fervants 
of  his  gcvernment -,  and  in  their  prefence,  defired  orders  might  be  given  to 
all  the  people,  to  obey  his  fon  Najim  Ul  Dowla,  in  every  refpeft,  as  they  did 
him.     He  expired  the  14th  of  January,  1765. 

If  what  this  Prince  faid,  when  he  came  out  of  his  palace  to  furrender  him- 
felf  to  the  Englifli  Commander,  was  the  genuine  dictates  of  his  mind,  it  ap- 
pears Meer  Jaffier  pofTefled  fentiments  which  v/ould  afford  hiiu  no  fmall 
fupport  under  his  fufferings  : — "  I  have  fworn,"  faid  he,  "  to  the  Enfrlifh,  to 
"  be  their  faithful  friend — I  will  never  fwerve  from  my  engagements.  I 
"  will  rather  fuffer  death  than  draw  my  fword  againft  them,  though  I  have 
*'  friends  enough  to  hazard  at  leafl  one  battle  in  my  defence  ;—'but  I  fee  no 
"  oaths  are  facred  enough  to  bind  the  Englijh." 

Mr.  Watts,  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  Meer  Jaffier  in  1757,  wrote 
Colonel  Clive,  that  the  Admiral,  the  Commander  of  the  Company's  land 
forces,  and  the  Committee  and  Council,  v/ere  to  fign  the  treaty  on  their  part, 
affirming  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  our  Saviour,  that  they  would  abide 
by  it.  The  Committee  at  Calcutta  write  the  Diredtors  : — The  19th  of  May, 
the  treaty  being  engrofled  in  the  manner  Mr.  Watts  had  requefted,  it  was 
returned  to  be  prefented  to  Meer  Jaffier,  who,  on  the  15th  of  June,  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Watis,  folemnly  faid — "  I  fwear  by  God,  and  the  Prophet 
"  of  God,  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  whilft  I  have  life." 

In  the  night  cf  the  19th  of  OiStober,  1760,  the  Englifh  troops  entered 
the  court  of  his  palace,  and  forced  him  to  refign  his  government  to  Coffim, 
at  a  time  when  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  rupture  or  difguft. 
Thus  was  Meer  Jaffier  depofed,  in  breach  of  a  treaty  founded  on  the  moft 
folemn  oat!:3,  and  in  violation  cf  the  national  faith. 

Cossi.M  Ally  Khan  agreed  to  give  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  who  were  to  bring  about  the  revolution  in  his  favour,  and  twenty 
lacks  more  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company. 

What  Meer  Jaffier  gave  for  his  firfl  advancement  to  the  fubahfhip,  and 
his  refloration  to  it,  far  exceeded  the  fum  ftipulated  with  Coffim.  Jaffier 
obtained  the  government  by  an  agreement  with  the  Englilh,  to  betray  the 
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reigning  Nabob,  Serajah  Dowla,  at  the  battle  of  Plafley  ;  and  by  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Englifh,  he  was  betrayed  by  his  fon-in-law  CofTim,  and  forced 
from  his  palace  and  government.  Jaffier  fhewed  a  regard  to  the  treaty 
he  had  made  with  the  Englifh,  and  was  reftored  to  his  dominion:; ;  the  Englifh 
broke  their  engagement,  and  were  feverely  puniflied  by  the  Ids  of  thofe  un- 
fortunate gentlemen,  who  fell  vidtims  to  the  cruelty  of  CofTim,  for  whom  they 
violated  the  public  faith. 

Meer  Jaffier's  eldefl  fon  left  a  prince,  who  was  only  fix  years  old  when 
Meer  Jaffier  died.  The  Governor  and  Council  did  not  choofe  to  take  that 
line  of  fucceflion,  contrary  to  the  appointment  of  Jafner  in  favour  of  his 
fecond  fon,  though  fome  of  the  gentlemen  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
have  a  long  minority  ;  but  the  lare  Nabob  having  afTociated  his  fon  in  the 
government,  they  feared  it  might  have  the  appearance  of  another  revo- 
lution. 

The  crimes  of  which  Meer  Jaffier  was  accufed — putting  feveral  perfons  to 
death  without  reafon  or  jultice — on  a  drift  enquiry,  were  found  not  to  be 
true  ;  the  very  perfons  faid'to  have  been  murdered  by  him,were  all,  e;£cept  two, 
found  to  be  living  when  the  matter  was  examined  after  his  refloration  ; 
neither  had  he  broke  any  of  his  engagements  with  the  Englifh,  to  the  time 
they  depofed  him. 

The  Prefident  and  Council  at  Calcutta  appointed  four  gentlemen  to  go  up 
to  Muxadavad,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,   to  wait  on  Najim  U)  Dowla, 
the  fon  of  Jaffier.     Two  treaties  were  figned  by  the  Committee,  and  when 
the  Prince  had  acceded  to  them,  he  was  to   be  proclaimed  Nabob.     Mr. 
Middleton  acquainted  Najim  of  thefe  gentlemen  being  on  their  way,  and  he 
fent  the  Minifter  recommended  to  him  by   his  father,  to  meet  them  ;  the 
gentlemen  arrived  the  next  day  -,  and  the  Nabob,  in  a  letter  he  afterwards  wrote 
to  the  Commiwee  at  Calcutta,  gives  the  following  account  of  what  pafTedonthis 
occafion  : — I  was   confident  that  thefe  my  friends  and  well-wlfhers   would 
have  done  me  the  compliments  of  condolence,  and  comfort  me;   but  they 
did  not  to  me  the  leaft  thing  of  this  kind  :   inflead  whereof,  they  began  to 
incumber  me  with  many  troublefome  things  -,  and  at  the  fame  time,  they  fent 
out  all  the  people  which  were  prefent,  together  with  my  brother.  Nabob 
Syfud  Dowla,  and  then  they  told  me  to  fend  for  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  from 
Dacca,  and  fet  him  up  as  Naib  of  the  Nizamut.  This  troubled  me  much  •, 
and  they  told  me  alfo,  that  till  Meer  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  arrived   from 
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Dacca,  and  till  he  was  fet  up  as  Naib  of  the  Nizamut,  I  muft  not  fit  in 
the  Dewan  Connah  •,  and  that  I  muft  live  in  the  fame  place  where  I  was,  and 
put  a  ftop  to  all  public  bufinefs. 

The  above-named  Reza  Cawn  has  had  long  ago  evil  intentions^  on  the 
Nizamut ;  my  father,  therefare,  deemed  him  always  as  his  enemy  ;  and 
befides,  there  is  a  large  fum  of  money  due  from  him  to  the  Sircar.  Far 
thefe  reafons,  1  thought  proper  not  to  acquiefce  to  any  of  the  above  propofals 
which  were  made  to  me.  I  told  them  to  perufe  the  paper  of  advice  of  my 
deceafed  father,  and  fee  how  it  direfts,  and  which  I  fhall  readily  follow.  In 
anftver  to  this,  they  replied,  that  your  paper  of  advice  was  of  no  force  or 
virtue  •,  and  every  thing  muft  be  done  as  we  think  proper. 

In  this  manner  they  have  vexed  me,  by  fitting  almoft  every  da/ from  the 
firft  of  their  arrival  to  their  departure. 

They  prefented  me  with  a  paper,  and  requefted  I  would  fign  it.  This 
paper  was  that  which  they  brought  with  them,  and  infifted  on  me  to  comply 
with  their  requeft.  I  fent  for  Meer  Mahomed  Irrick  Cawn,  iMah  Rajah 
Nundcomer  Bahadre,  &c.  ;  they  firft  acquainted  the  gentlemen,  that  whatever 
paper  they  wanted  to  be  figned,  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  it  -,  at  the 
fame  time  it  was  proper  for  all  of  them  to  perufe  it  firft.  The  gentlemen  being 
much  difpleafed  at  this,  afked,  in  a  very  angry  manner,  who  they  were  that 
•wanted  to  perufe  the  paper  ?  After  this,  Moonftiy  Sudoler  Oo  Dy,  who  was 
near  my  prefence,  told  me  to  bring  the  former  treaty,  and  compare  that  with, 
this,  and  then  to  fign  it. 

At  this,  one  of  the  gentlemen  turned  out  the  Moonftiy ;  and  they  told 
me,  that  in  cafe  I  did  not  fet  up  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  in  his  Naibftiip,  and 
immediately  fign  the  paper,  I  ftiould  have  no  great  chance  of  being  in  the 
poflefiion  of  the  Subadarry,  and  then  I  ftiould  be  extremely  forry  for  it. 
"When  I  faw  him  preffing  me  {o  eagerly,  and  in  an  unfriendly  manner,  I 
thought  proper  to  fign,  and  deliver  the  paper  to  them,  and  they  carried  it 
away.  After  this,  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  arrived,  and  fat  as  Naib.  He,  for 
the  better  fccuring  his  Naiblhip,  took  above  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  (in  money 
and  good'O  out  of  my  treafury,  has  diftributed  them  among  fuch  people  as, 
he  thought  proper,  and  this  without  my  knowledge.  Befides,  there  is  a 
balance  due  from  the  above-mentioned  Cawn,  of  about  twenty  lacks  of 
rupees,  on  account  of  revenues  received  by  him,  of  which  he  does  not. 
chufc  to  pay  a  fingle  coury.     The  abovefaid  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn.  made 
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one'of  the  gentlemen  his  prote6lor;  and  he  keeps  my  feal  under  his  own  feal, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  be  cone  with  my  will  or  order.  Titles,  employments, 
kelauts,  elephants,  horfes.and  jewels,  are  granted  and  diftribuced  to  others  as 
he  pleafts. 

Mah  Rajah  Nundcomer,  my  intimate  well-wiftieV,  when  he  has  occafion 
to  afk  any  queftion,  they  anfwer  him  in  the  negative,  and  with  difpleafure. 
While  this  man  continues  in  the  fervice,  they  cannot  impofe  upon  me  any  ex- 
traordinary  charges.  They,  for  the  fake  of  their  own  profits,  have  cenfured 
him  with  an  old  accufation,  which  was  long  ago  ftridly  examined  by  Gene- 
ral Carnac,  who  acquitted  him  of  it;  and  now  they  malicioufly  accule  him 
again,  and  by  this  means  they  fent  him  down  to  Calcutta  with  a  guard  of 
Sepoys. 

There  is  a  balance  due  to  the  Sircar,  from  the  Jelladars,  of  fifteen  lacks  of 
rupees,  and  now  new  employments  are  granted  to  them.  They  have  difpofed 
of  the  prefent  year's  rents  as  they  pleafed.  When  1  intended  going  down 
to  Calcutta,  I  was  much  diftreffed  for  money  for  paying  my  fervants  wages? 
and  other  current  expences. 

The  bad  treatment  which  I  have  received  from  one  of  thefe  gentlemen* 
after  my  father's  death,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn's  ftation,  are  to  me  as  if 
I  was  day  and  night  in  a  flame  ;  but  the  news  th  it  Lord  Clive  was  coming  to 
this  place  has  relieved  me  of  my  anxieties.  At  lalt  God  Almighty  was  pleafed 
to  haften  his  Lordfliip's  arrival  at  this  place:  this  lias  put  into  me  frefli  life 
and  vigour.  Now  I  beg  your  Lordlhip,  as  my  protector  and  fincere  friend, 
to  put  my  affairs,  which  were  ruined  by  thele  people,  on  a  proper  footing, 
as  ihey  were  in  my  father's  time.  In  doing  this,  I  fliall  think  myfelf 
happy. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  wrote  my  fentiments  in  the  above  lines  as  brief  as  pofllble,  and 
beg  you  v/ill  hear  my  petition. 

AVHEN  the  Committee  examined  into  the  charges  brought  againft  thefe 
gentlemen,  Jugget  Seet,  the  perfon  to  whom  they  addreflfcd  themfelves  at  the 
Nabob's  court,  gave  the  following  account : 

When  the  gentlemen  of-  the  Council  went  to  Moorfhedabad,  and  applied 
themfelves  to  the  regulation  of  the  whole  Subadarry,  they  fent  me  the  following 
meffage  by  Mootyram  : — Make  us  fome  acknowledgment,  and  we  will  fettle 
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all  your  bufinefs  according  to  your  heart's  defire,  otherwife  we  fliall  be  dif- 
pleafed,  and  your  bufinefs  meet  with  no  afllftance  -,  for  you  formerly  made 
an  acknowledgment  to  Lord  Clive  and  other  gentlemen.  I  informed  them 
Lord  Clive  never  faid  a  word  on  this  fubjeft,  and  that  I  did  not  give  him 
even  a  fmgle  daum  *.  They  fent  me  a  meflage  in  anfwer  as  follows  : 
You  may  not  be  acquainted  with  it,  but  your  fathers  made  us  acknowledg- 
ments •,  give  us  five  lacks  of  rupees.  I  anfwered.  Our  fathers  never  did  give 
Lord  Clive  a  fingle  daum.  They  replied.  If  you  would  wiili  lo  have  your 
bufinefs  go  freely  on,  make  us  fome  acknowledgment.  Being  remedilefs,  I 
confented  to  give  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  rupees,  fifty  thou- 
fand  immediately,  and  the  reft  when  I  could  colledt  in  my  debts  from  the 
country.     The  gentlemen  agreed  to  this. 

Enquiry  having  been  made,  I  Juggec  Seet  have  written  thefe  particulars, 
in  which  there  is  by  no  means  a  word  of  untruth. 

MooTYRAM,  who  was  employed  by  the  Englifli  deputies  to  treat  with  the 
officers  to  be  placed  about  the  Nabob,  afterwards  gave  the  following  evidence 
to  the  Committee  at  Calcutta. 

^ief.  What  meflage  did  you  carry  from  the  gentlemen  to  Rcza 
Cawn  ? 

Anf.  I  was  ordered  to  afk  for  prefents. 

^ief.  Did  one  gentleman  fend  you  in  his  own  name,  or  in  that  of  the  de- 
putation ? 

Anf.  In  all  their  names 

^lef.  "What  anfwer  had  you  from  Reza  Cawn  ? 

Anf.  He  firft  faid.  Very  well,  I'll  try  what  I  can  do  -,  but  afterwards  he 
faid.  It  was  very  icnpropcr  to  afk  money  of  the  Sects ;  it  will  get  me  a  bad 
name. 

^ef.  What  did  you  fay  about  {topping  their  bufinefs,  unlefs  they  com- 
plied with  the  demand  .'' 

Anf.  I  did  tell  him,  that  the  gentleman  would  proted  their  bufinefs,  if  they 
would  make  a  prefent  •,  if  not,  the  bufinefs  of  the  Sects  would  meet  with  no 
protection  or  countenance.  Jugget  Seet  faid,  If  the  gentlemen  will  be  fa- 
tisfied  with,  rings,  jewels,  and  fuch  prefents,  to  the  value  of  twenty- five 
ihoufand  rupees,  I  will  comply ;  but  on  his  being  prefied  farther,  he  agreed 
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to  give  fifty  thr-iiand,  which  was  not  accepted.  They  at  length,  in  about 
twenty  dnys,  conlented  to  give  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  rupees. 
The  monev  was  fent  in  a  ftackeree,  at  which  the  gentlemen  were  very  angry, 
and  faid,  ^^Jh ;  was  it  not  given  t.)  Mootyram,  or  fent  more  privately. 

^''f.  To  V,  nat  amount  of  the  Nabob's  money  came  through  your  hands 
to  the  deputies  ? 

y^nf.  On<*  of  the  gentlemen  received  througrh  my  hands  237,500  rupees, 
another  5u,ooo,  but  what  was  paid  to  tl;e  other  gentlemen  I  know  not,  their 
ov/n  fervrmts  tranfadled  that  bufinefs  for  them. 

In  February  1765,  Najim  wr.s  proclaimed  at  his  capital,  Muxadavad  j 
and  while  the  deputies  were  there,  the  reil  of  the  Council  received  advice  from 
England,  of  Lord  Clive's  coming  out  with  extraordinary  powers  from  the 
Company. 
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hu/inefs,  the  'jth  May  1765 — Their  proceedings — Their  letter  to  General  Carnac—' 
Their  enquiry  into  the  Nabob's  charge  againjl  the  Gentlemen  fent  to  him  on  the 
death  of  Meer  Jaffier.  Shiijah  Dowla's  army  is  routed  by  the  army  under 
General  Carnac,  the  ^d  May  1765.  Shujah  Dowla's  letter  to  the  General,  and 
the  anfwer.  Shujah  Dowla  furrenders  himfelf  to  General  Carnac.  His  letter  to 
Lord  Clive,  and  the  Committee,  and  their  anfwer.  General  Carnac' s  firfl  inter- 
view with  the  King.  The  Committee's  orders  to  General  Carnac,  to  refign  the 
command  of  the  army  to  Lord  Clive ;  and  the  General's  appointment,  with  Lord 
Clive,  to  negotiate  with  Shujah  and  the  country  powers.  Lord  Clive  and  General 
Carnac' 5  advices  to  the  Committee,  after  this  interview  with  Shujah  Dowla  an^ 
the  King.  The  terms  agreed  on,  and  treaties  figned.  Lord  Clive  and  General 
Carnac  return  to  Calcutta.  Lord  Clive's  account  of  their  proceedings  to  thg 
Court  ofDireclors,  30th  September  1765  ;  and  the  account  of  thefums  received 
as  prefents,  as  reflitutlon  to  the  Company  and  their  fervants,  for  their  loffes  and 
expences  in  the  different  wars,  and  in  the  revenues  of  the  country,  to  the  year 
177 1.     Society  of  trade  eflablifldcd. 

ON  the  2d  of  May,  1764,  Lord  Clive  then  in  England,  was  fworn  in 
Prefident  and  Governor  of  Bengal,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
forces  there  •,  and  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Sykes,  then  alfo  in  England,  were 
appointed  Counfellors  at  that  Prefidency  ;  Mr.  Sumner  to  fucceed  to  the 
government;  and  Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Sumner,  Major  Carnac,  Mr.  Verelft, 
and  Mr.  Sykes  were  appointed  by  the  Direftors  a  Seleft  Committee,  with 
power  to  manage  all  the  affairs  of  the  Company  in  Bengal.  Lord  Clive, 
Mr.  Sumner,  and  Mr.  Sykes  failed  from  England  the  4th  of  June,  1764, 
and  they  arrived  at  Madrafs  the  10th  of  April  1765  ;  and  of  the  17th  of 
that  month.  Lord  Clive  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Thomas  Rous,  Efq; 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Company  in  England : 

Deaf 
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Lord  Clivers  Letter  to  Mr.  Rous  from  Madrass,  Jpril  I'jth,  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 
V^  E  arrived  at  this  place  the  10th  inftanr,  and  (hall  proceed  to  Bengal 
next  Saturday.  I  inuft  now  enter  with  you  into  the  politics  of  India. 
The  particulars  of  our  late  fuccefs,  and  now  very  flourifliing  condition  of  the 
Company's  affairs  in  Indoftan,  you  will  have  been  informed  of  at  large 
before  this  reaches  you.  We  have  at  laji  arrived,  at  that  critical  period  which 
I  have  longforefeen ;  I  mean,  that  period  which  renders  it  necejfary  for  us  to  de- 
termine, whether  we  can  orjhall  take  the  whole  to  our/elves.  Shujah  Dowla  is 
beat  from  his  dominion  ;  we  are  in  poffeffion  of  it ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  I)yper- 
bole  to  fay — to-morrow  the  whole  Mogul  empire  will  be  in  our  power. 
A  large  army  of  Europeans  will  effe dually  preferve  us  fovereigns.  Tcu  will,  I  am 
Jure,  imagine  with  me,  that  after  the  length  ive  have  run,  the  Princes  of  Indojian 
muji  conclude  our  views  to  be  houndlefs ;  they  have  feen  fuch  inflames  of  our  ambi- 
iion,  that  they  cannot  fuppofe  us  capable  of  moderation.  The  very  Nabobs 
whom  we  might  fupport,  would  be  cither  covetous  of  our  poffcdions,  or 
jealous  of  our  power  ;  ambition,  fear,  avarice,  would  be  daily  watching  to 
deftroy  us  ;  a  viftory  would  be  but  a  temporary  relief  to  us,  for  the  de- 
throning of  the  firft  Nabob  would  be  followed  by  the  fetting  up  of  another. 
We  mufl:,  indeed,  become  Nabobs  ourfelves  in  fad,  if  not  in  name,  perhaps 
totally  fo  without  difguife.  But  on  this  fubjed  I  cannot  be  certain,  until 
my  arrival  at  Bengal,  Let  us,  and  without  delay,  complete  our  three  Euro- 
pean regiments  to  a  thoufand  men  each  ;  thefe,  with  five  hundred  lighc  ca- 
valry, three  or  four  regiments  of  artillery,  and  the  forces  of  the  country, 
•will  certainly  render  us  invincible.  In  fhort,  if  riches  and  lecurity  are  the 
objefts  of  the  Company,  this  is  tlie  method,  the  only  method  now  for  le- 
curing  them. 


D 


THE  3d  of  May,  1765,  Lord  Clive  arrived  in  Bengal,  and  being  ac- 
companied to  Calcutta  by  a  deputation,  took  charge  of  the  government. 
On  the  5th  of  May,  his  Lordlhip  affembled  the  Council  at  Fort  William, 
when  the  Company's  inftrudions  were  read,  and  the  gentlemen  appointed  to 
form  a  felecft  Committee,  to  affift  Lord  Clive  in  reftoring  peace  to  the  Com- 
pany's affairs,  were  admitted  at  the  Board  ;  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  the  Com- 
mittee met  for  the  dilpatch  of  bufinefs.     Each  member  took  an  oath  not  to 

L  1  reveal, 
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reveal,  to  any  perlbn  whatever,  any  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee, 
before  the  fame  were  laid  before  the  Council,  or  till  the  Committee  was  dif- 
folved ;  and  they  adminiftered  the  fame  oath  to  their  Secretary  and  his 
affiftant. 

Lord  Clive  then  informed  the  Committee,  he  little  imagined,  when  he 
refigned  the  government  of  Bengal,  five  years  ago,  that  he  fhould  ever  enter 
upon  it  acrain  -,  but  the  late  diftradled  ftate  of  affairs  in  India,  had  alarmed 
the  proprietors  of  ftock,  and  at  one  of  their  mod  numerous  General  Courts, 
he  was  unanimoufly  defired  to  refume  the  government  of  Bengal.  "  The 
"  fuccefs  of  the  forces  which  I  had  the  honour  to  command  in  the  year 
*'  1757,  completed  a  revolution  in  favour  of  Meer  JafRer,  an  event  on 
"  which  the  exiltence  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  at  that  time  depended. 
"  The  treaty  concluded  with  him,  was  produdive  of  large  advantages  to 
"  the  nation  as  well  as  to  individuals,  and  feemed  to  infure  the  Company 
greater  benefits  than  they  had  ever  before  enjoyed. 

My  fucceflbrs,  foon  after  my  departure,  thought  proper  to  raife  Coffim 
Ally  Khan  to  the  fubahfhip  ;  the  confequences  of  which,  whatever  was  the 
caufe,  have  been  unfortunate. 

"  A  VERY  few  days  are  elapfed  fince  our  arrival ;  and  yet,  if  we  confider 
what  has  already  come  to  our  knowledge,  we  cannot  hefitate  a  moment 
upon  the  neceffity  of  afiiiming  the  power  that  is  in  us,  of  conducing,  as 
a  feleft  Committee,  the  affairs,  both  civil  and  military,  of  this  fcttlement. 
What  do  we  hear  of,  what  do  we  fee,  but  anarchy,  confufion,  and,  what 
is  worfe,  an  almoft  general  corruption  ?  It  is  abfolutely  indifpenfable, 
for  the  fpeedy  fettlement  of  the  Company's  affairs,  that  the  power  fhould 
be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  or  the  defigns  of  the  Proprietors,  in  fo- 
liciting  me  to  accept  the  government,  will  be  baffled  and  delayed,  if  not 
totally  eluded,  by  their  fervants, 

*'  To  eftabiifli  a  country  government,  to  fecure  the  commercial  intereff, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  revenues  of  the  Company ;  to  reform  the  military, 
and  to  amend  the  civil  departments — thefe  will  be  the  objeds  of  our  ferious 
attention.  By  this  Committee  I  (hall  hope  to  fee  thefe  important  matters 
completely  regulated,  before  I  refign  the  government ;  and  you  know,  that 
my  intention  is  to  remain  in  it  no  longer  than  my  afljftance  may  be  thought 
"  neceffiry  towards  accomplilhing  thefe  great  and  falutary  purpofcs.'* 

The 
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The  Committee  write  the  following  Letter  : 
To  Brigadier  General  John  Carnac,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army. 
S'r,  Fort  William,  May  7,  1765. 

A  GREEABLE  to  the  inftruflions  of  the  honourable  Company,  we  have 
this  day  affumed  the  powers  of  a  Seledl  Committee,  with  which  we  are 
inverted.  And  we  fend  you,  as  a  member  of  this  Committee,  a  copy  of  the 
Company's  inftrudlions,  and  of  the  oath  we  have  taken  ;  which  we  defire  you 
to  receive  from  the  Company's  fervant  upon  the  fpot,  in  order  that  our  cor- 
refpondence  may  be  without  referve.  The  necelliiry  meafures  you  are  to 
purfue,  wc  fubmit  to  your  difcretion. 

AT  this  time  the  Nabob  Najim  Ul  Dowla  came  to  Calcutta,  and  addrefled 
the  Committee  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefents  obtained  from  him  and  his 
Minifters,  on  his  acceffion. 

The  Committee  make  this  minute  on  that  bufinefs,  the  nth  of  May. 

"  The  fafts  advanced  by  the  Nabob,  and  other  circumftances  which  have 
*'  this  day  appeared  to  the  Committee,  being  maturely  weighed  and  confidered, 
*'  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  fince  the  death  of 

the  late  Nabob,  has  diftributed  among  certain  perfons  near  twenty  lacks  of 


"rupees*" 


The  Committee  receive  letters  from  General  Carnac,  of  the  ;^oth  of  April, 
That,  in  confequence  of  advice  that  Shujah  Dowla,  with  Caz  Dyn  Cawn,  was 
on  his  way  to  Korah,  to  join  Mulhar,  who  was  there  with  the  Morattoes,  he 
had  crofled  the  Ganges.  That  Captain  Graham  had  a  fmart  fliirmifh  with  a 
difaffefted  Zemindar,  wherein  the  latter,  with  a  confiderable  number  of  men, 
was  killed  ;  and  that  we  had  fuftained  a  material  lofs  in  one  Tarbeg,  a  leader 
of  our  few  Perfian  horfe,  who  died  of  his  wounds. 

The  2d  of  May,  the  General  writes,  if  the  enemy  did  not  fall  back,  the 
Committee  might  foon  expedt  to  hear  of  a  battle.  The  day  following  they 
did  engage,  and  the  General  routed  the  enemy.    The  5th  of  May,  he  received 

•  Alack  of  rupee*  is /^,  1 2, 500.    Twenty  lacks  i«  ^.250,000. 
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intelligence  that  Shujah  Dowla,  and  the  Morattoes,  had  leparated.  And  the- 
19th  of  May,  General  Carnac  received  the  fallowing  Letter  from  Shujah 
Dowla : 

T  T  is  known  all  over  the  world,  that  the  illuftrious  chiefs  of  the  Englllh? 
nation  are  conftant  and  unchangeable  in  their  friendlhip,  which  my.- 
heart  is  fully  perfuaded  of.  The  late  difturbances  were  contrary  to  my 
inclinations ;  but  it  was  fo  ordered  by  Providence.  I  now  fee  things  in  a  proper 
light,  and  have  a  ftrong  defire  to  come  to  you  •,  and  I  am  perfuaded  you; 
will  treat  me  in  a  manner  befitting  your  own  honour.  You  have  fhewn  great 
favour  to  others  :  when  you  become  acquainted  with  me,  you  will  fee  witfi 
your  own  eyes,  and  be  thoroughly  fenfible  of  my  attachment,  from  which- 
I  will  never  depart  while  I  have  life.  I  am  this  day,  the  26th  of  the  moon,, 
arrived  at  Belgram.  Pleafe  God,  in  a  very  (hort  time  I  fhall  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  meeting  widi  you..  As  for  other  particulars,  1  refer  you  toMonyr- 
o-Dowla. 

With  his  Qwn  hand.. 
"  My  friend, 

"  I  REGARD  not  'Ji'ealth,  nor  government  of  countries  ;  your  favour  and; 
"  friendfhip  is  all  I  defire.  Pleafe  God,  I  will  be  with  you  very  foon,  wiieiii 
"  yx»u  will  do  for  me  what  you  think  bsft." 


General  Carnac^s  an/wer,  ihe  i^tB  of  May,  iy6^. 

T  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your  letter,  in  which  were  fome  lines  wrote 
with  your  own  hand,  declaring  your  intentions  of  Gomng  to  me;  that  you 
was  arrived  at  Belgram,  and  expeifl  fuch  a  reception  as  he.  omes  a  brave  man 
to  give-,  and  that  I  will  be  fenfible  of  the  warmth  and  fincerity  of  your 
friendfliip,  after  we  become  acquainted ;  and,  that  you  do  not  look  for 
country  nor  wealth,  but  the  friendfhip-  of  the  Englifh.  nation  ;  and  that 
pleafe  God,  you  will  be  very  foon  with  me. 

The  receipt  of  this  letter  gave  me  great  pleafure  ;  you  was  before  unac- 
quainted with  our  cuftoms.  and  difpofitions  i  thanks  be  to  God!  that  you 

ass 
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are  now  become  fenfible  of  the  juftice  and  upright  intentions  of  the  EngliHi. 
Now  that  you  are  pleafed  to  come  to  me  in  a  friendly  manner,  you  may 
depend  on  the  beft  reception  in  my  power,  fuitabk  to  our  cuftoms  j  and  I 
will  not  be  deficient  in  forwarding  whatever  is  reafonable  for  your  intereft ; 
and  when  your  Excellency  fhall  fliew  a  real  attachment  to  the  Englifb,  their 
friendfliip  towards  you  in  return  will  be  made  manifeft  to  the  whole  world. 
You  may,  with  pcrfedt  confidence,  come  here  as  to  your  own  houfe,  and  to 
thofe  that  wiili  your  welfare.  Further  particulars  you  will  learn  from  Monyr- 
G-Dowlah. 


General  Carnac's  Letter  to  the  Committee^  May  2^,  1765. 

T  ARRIVED  here  yefterday,  paving  left  the  army  to  follow  in  two  di- 
vifions,  by  eafy  marches  ;  the  firft  divifion  I  expedl  in  to-morrow.  I 
acquainted  the  Board,  the  2  2d,  with  the  reafons  of  my  being  in  fuch  a  hurry 
to  return,  viz.  on  occafion  of  a  letter  from  Shujah  Dowla  -,  the  copy  of 
the  original,  a  tranflation  thereof,,  and.  the  fubftance  of  my  anfwer,  your 
Lordfhip,  &c.  will  receive  herewith. 

If  we  can  make  a  friend  of  Shujah  Dowla,  which  I  really  believe  we  may, 
provided  we  ufe  with  moderation  our  fuccefs,  and  do  not  urge  him  to  def- 
pair,  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  he,  from  the  extreme  regard  in  which  he 
is  held  throughout  the  country,  even  in  his  prefent  diftrcfs,  will  prove  a 
much  better  fecurity  to  our  frontiers,  than  any  one  we  can  put  in  thefe  do- 
minions in  his  room. 

From  the  Camp  at  Jajaman 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Ganges, 
May  27,  1765. 
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To  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  Lord  Clive,  Preftdent^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Sekfl 

■Committee, 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 


H' 


[EARING  that  Shujah  Dow  la  was  drawing  near,  I  fent  Captain  Swinton, 
with  Rajah  Shittabroy,  to  meet  him  ;  he  arrived  in  the  evening  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  immediately  croffed  it,  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Salar-Jung,  and  a  very  few  followers,  in  order  to  wait  upon  me.  I  received 
him  with  all  pofiible  marks  of  diftinftion,  at  which  he  exprefled  much  fa- 
:tisfa(5lion.  He  appears,  however,  a  good  deal  dejeded  at  his  prefent  con- 
dition, which  muft  bear  very  hard  upon  him;  and  he  mud  find  himfelf  with- 
out refource ;  for  being,  as  he  undoubtedly  is,  the  moft  confiderable  man 
in  the  empire,  and  of  an  uncommonly  high  fpirit,  he  would  not  have  fub- 
mitted  to  fuch  a  condefcenfion.  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  add  to  the 
Englifh  name  throughout  the  country,  our  behaving  with  generofity  towards 
aperfon  who  has  all  along  bore  a  high  reputation  in  Hindoftan. 

Jajaman, 
May  27,  1765.  John  Carnac. 


General  Carnac' s  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Clive,  Prefidenty  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  SeleSi  Committee. 

TVT  Y  laft  addrefs  was  dated  the  27th  ultimo,  advifing  you  of  Shujah  Dowla's 
being  come  in  to  me,  fince  which  I  have  not  troubled  you,  having 
nothing  material  to  communicate.  I  have  deferred  coming  to  any  ablblute 
agreement  till  I  have  feen  the  King,  and  know  his  pleafure.  He  has  left 
lUahabad,  and  has  got  to  Manipur  on  his  way  hither  ;  but  as  the  rains  are 
fo  near  fetting  in,  1  think  it  moft  advifeable  to  fave  him  that  trouble,  and 
that  we  fliould  move  towards  him.  I  am  accordingly  croffing  our  troops 
over  the  Ganges  as  fpeedily  aspoflible,  for  thatpurpofe  -,  and  in  the  interim, 
th^  no  time  may  be  loft,  we  are  proceeding  on  the  trials  of  the  feveral 
5  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  in  arreft.     I    have  undertaken   fo  far   as  to  give  Shujah  Dowla 
hopes  of  the  Subah  of  Aud,  being  affbred  that  his  Majefty  will  gladly  de- 
liver it  to  him,  as  the  only  means  tofecure  tranquillity  to  the  country;  and 
that  it  cannot  be  made  over  to  any  other,  who  will  be  able  to  maintain  it 
longer  than  while  our  army  remains.     I   have  intimated  to  him,  that  fome 
indemnification  will  be  expedted  by  us  from  him,  for  the  immenfe  expence 
in  which  he  involved  us,    and  Ihall  ftrenuoufly  infift  thereon ;   and  I  flatter 
myfelf  of  fucceeding,  though  he  pleads  poverty,  and  has  Iblemnly  aflerted  ta 
me,    in  the  name   of  God  and  his  Prophet,  that  he  has  not  two  lacks  of 
rupees  :  Ihould  you  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that  the  Zamindary  of  Benaras, 
&c.    is   at   too  great  a   diftance  to  be  worth  our  keeping,  this  may  alio  be 
hereafter  ceded  to  him,  in  confideration  of  a  fum  of  money  in  exchange  for 
the  fame.     Major  Stibbert,  whom  I  detached  towards  the  frontier  on  this 
fide  of  Lucknaw,  has  been  very  aftive  and  diligent,  and  has  entirely  removed 
the  difaffeded  parties  that  ftill  remained  in  that  neighbourhood.     By  means 
of  a  forced   march,   he  fell  in  with,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  inftant,  one 
Mungul  Chun,  a  Jematdar,  who  had  been  particularly  troublefome.     After 
a  fliort  fKirmifli,  the  enemy  were  put  to  the  rout.     Mungul  Chan   himfelf.' 
with  feveral  of  his  people,  were  killed  ;  and  a  parcel  of  country  guns,  which 
they  had  with  them,  all  taken.     I  have   been  reduced   to  the  neceffity   of 
forcing  fome   other  forts   near  our  camp  ;  and  as  we  loll  a -volunteer  and   a 
few  men  on  the  occafion,  the  ill-fated  defendants  have  paid  the  forfeit  of  their 
Uvcs  for  their  obftinacy. 

I  HAVE  difcovered  a  mod  flagrant  fraud  in  the  mufler  of  the  quarter- 
mafters  belonging  to  the  Bombay  detachment.  Finding  that  their  number 
greatly  exceeded  what  their  quantity  of  ftores  required,  I  examined  the 
quarter  mailer's  banian;  who  acknowledged  his  having  taken -from  the 
Bazar  upwards  of  three  hundred  men  to  fl:and  the  mufter.-  I  immediately 
confined  the  afting  quarter-mafl:er,  the  eftabliflied  one  being  fick  at  Illahabad  5 
and  you  may  be  afl"ured  I  wiU  ufe  every  endeavour  to  trace  the-  fraud  to  its 
fource,  that  an  exemplary  punifhment  may  be  inflided.  on  thofe  capable 
of  fo  fliameful  an  impofition. 

Camp  at  Nagapur,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

the  17th  of  June,  1765.  John  Carnac. 

1'be 
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^he  Committee's  Anfwer: 

'"^  OUR  letters  of  the  26th  and  27th  vlkimo  afford  us  great  pleafure ;  the 
intellioence  they  convey  is  important,  and  the  fentiments  you  exprefs 
g^herous,  and  fuch  as  we  are  determined  to  adopt.  We  join  with  you  in 
opinion,  that  every  appearance  of  infult  and  violence,  to  a  perfon  of  Shujah 
Dowla's  character,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided  in  the  terms  we  demand. 

Among  men  of  honour  and  fentiment,  a  peace  can  only  be  permanent 
where  the  advantages  are  reciprocal. 

Lord  Clive,  who  propofes  to  fet  out  for  the  army  in  four  or  five  days, 
will  be  impowered,  in  conjundion  with  you,  to  fettle  every  thing,  in  whatever 
•manner  fhall  appear  moil:  conducive  to  the  great  objeft  we  have  in  view- 
that  of  imiTs;ed!ately  reftering  the  public  tranquillity,  and  eftablifliing  peace 
on  a  lafting  and  folid  foundation.  The  honourable  reception  you  propofe 
giving  the  Vizier,  will  put  him  into  fuch  good-humour  with  the  Englifli, 
that  he  probably  may  be  prevailed  on  to  fhorten  Lord  Clive's  journey,  and 
meet  his  Lordfliip  at  Benaras,  or  even  at  Patna. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fettling  preliminary  articles,  and  adjufting  a  plan 
of  pacification  with  him,  will  greatly  facilitate  matters ;  but  you  muft  come 
to  no  final  determination  until  his  Lordfhip's  arrival. 

The  points  we  would  chiefly  recommend  to  your  regard,  in  fketching  thefe 
^preliminaries,  are,  that  Bulwant  Sing  be  pardoned,  and  fecured  in  the  pof- 
.fefllon  of  his  country,  on  the  fame  terms  as  when  he  was  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Shujah  Dowla;  that  Nudjuff  Cawn  be  alfo  reftored  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  "Korea,  his  country  ;  and  that  all  others,  who  have  joined,  or  afforded 
aftidance  to  the  Englifh,  meet  with  equal  favour  and  encouragement.  The 
Kind's  honoitr  muft  be  confulted,  and  his  fafety  and  fubfiltence  fecured, 
wherever  he  chufcs  to  refide.  Coffim  Ally  and  Sumroo  we  would  be  glad 
to  haN^e  delivered  into  our  hands,  if  Shujah  Dowla  will  do  it  voluntarily,  or 
■elfe  put  to  death  by  himfclf;  but  if  neither  can  be  effeiHied  without  difgufting 
him,  and  thereby  endangering  the  ftability  of  the  peace,  it  muft  be  left  to 
his  own  honour.  In  fliorr,  we  would  rather  bind  them  to  us  by  the  ties  of 
^gratitude  than  by  force  and  compulfion. 

I  In 
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In  money  affairs  we  muft  appear  generous  and  difinterefted;  and  if  you  (li- 
pv.late  for  any  fums  to  be  paid,  they  ought  to  be  on  account  of  the  Company, 
who  have  fome  claim  to  an  indemnification,  and  whofe  intereft  ought  to  be 
our  principal  objedl.  In  other  particulars,  we  rely  on  your  own  difcretion 
and  approved  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  fervice  i  being,  with  great  efteem. 

Fort  William,  Sir,  &c. 

the  loch  of  June,   1765. 

P,  S.  We  would  further  recommend,  that  you  ftipulate  with  Shujah  Dowla 
for  the  eRablinimentof  fadtories,  and  an  entire  liberty  of  trade  in  every 
part  of  his  dominions  ;  but  we  mean  not  to  fupport  this  privilege  by  any 
military  force,  nor  to  introduce  troops  or  garrifons  into  his  country. 

General  Carnac  writes  the  Committee  again,  the  19th  of  June, 

T  JUDGED  it  mofl:  advifeable  to  make  the  beft  of  my  way  to  the  King,  who 
chofe  to  halt  atManipur,  and  there  wait  for  me.  I  arrived  here  yefterday, 
and  immediately  waited  upon  his  Majefty,  who  exprefled  much  fatisfadion  at 
Shujah  Dowla's  being  come  in.  I  am  to  prefent  Shujah  Dowla  to  him 
to-morrow,  and  I  wait  with  the  greatefl  impatience  to  know  how  far  you  are 
willing  to  favour  Shujah  Dowla. 

To  General  Carnac. 
Sir, 

PURSUANT  to  our  advices  tranfmitted  to  you  the  20th,  Lord  Clive  left  this 
place  the  25th  ultimo,  propofing  to  flop  a  day  or  two  at  Moorlhedabad, 
and  then  to  proceed  with  all  poffible  dTipatch  to  the  army,  of  which  you 
will  refjgn  the  command  to  his  Lordfhip  immediately  on  his  arrival. 

We  have  vefted  his  Lordfhip,  in  conjunction  with  you,  with  full  powers 
to  negociate  with  Shujah  Dowla  and  the  country  powers  ;  and  you  will  per- 
ceive, from  the  tenour  of  our  inftrudtions,  that  our  great  aim  is  to  obtain  a 
Jafting  and  honourable  peace,  to  revive  our  languifhing  commerce,  to  imprefs 
the  natives  with  a  feufe  of  oar  jujiice  and  moderation,  and  to  reduce  thofe  heavy 
military  charges,  which  have  hitherto  rendered  our  extraordinary  fuccefs, 
and  even  the  cefTion  of  rich  provinces,  fruitlefs  to  the  Company. 

Mm  THE 
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THE  3d  of  Augiift  1765,  Lord  Clive  and  General  Carnac  write  the 
Seleft  Committee,  that  the  day  before  they  had  a  conference  with  Shujah 
Dowla,  when  he  offered  tp  pay  fifty  lacks  to  the  Company  for  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  charges  incurred  by  the  war. 

As  to  thefurrender  of  Coffim  Aly  Cawn,  Sumro,  and  the  deferters,  it  was 
out  of  his  power-,  that  Coffim  had  fought  fhelter  in  the  Rohillah  country, 
and  Sumro  had  placed  himfelf  under  the  protedion  of  the  Jauts,  where  he 
was  fkreened  both  iVom  Shujah  Dowla  and  us. 

The  nth  of  Auguft  Lord  Clive  and  the  General  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
King  on  bufinefs;  his  iVIajefty  delivered  his  demands  to  Lord  Clive  in  the 
Perfian  language.  The  King  was  then  requefted  to  grant  to  the  Company 
the  Dewannee  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla :  His  Majefty 
figned  the  fiat,  and  gave  them  that  revenue  for  ever.  The  i6th  of  Auguflr, 
the  treaty  between  Shujah  Dowla  and  the  Company  was  concluded,  to  which 
the  King  alfo  kt  his  feal. 

The  I gth,  an  inftrument  was  executed  to  the  King,  in  the  name  of  the 
Nabob  Najim-ul-Dowla,  for  a  yearly  tribute  of  twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees 
to  be  paid  into  the  royal  treafury,  for  his  holding  the  Subahfhip  of 
Bengal. 

Thi  Company  became  guarantees  for  their  Nabob,  and  agreed  with  him 
for  an  annual  fum  for  the  expences  of  his  houfehold,  that  he  might  have  no 
occafion  to  interfere  in  collefting  the  revenues  of  the  provinces  to  be  governed 
in  his  name. 

The  King  then  figned  a  firmaun,  for  the  payment  of  Lord  Clive's  jagheer 
for  ten  years,  with  reverfion  to  the  Company.  General  Carnac  having  de- 
clined accepting  any  prefent  from  the  King,  his  IVIajefty  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Committee,  defiring  the  General  might  be  permitted  to  receive  two  lacks 
as  a  teftimony  of  his  favour. 

Lord  Clive  and  General  Carnac  returned  to  Calcutta,  and  the  7th  of 
September  the  Committee  txpicfs  their  high  approbation  of  the  meafures  they 
had  purfued  to  ftop  the  efixifion  of  human  blood,  and  for  obtaining  fo  ex- 
traordinary an  acquifition  of  revenue  and  influence  to  the  Company. 

The  30th  of  September,  Lord  Clive  gave  the  Court  of  Diredor^  this 
account  of  tlieir  fuccels ; . 

"YOUR. 
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*  "VTOUR  revenues,  by  means  of  this  new  acquifition,  will,  as  near  as  I  can 
judge,  not  fall  far  fhort,  for  the enfuing  year,  of  250  lacks  *.  Hereafter 
they  will  at  leafl:  amount  to  20  or  30  lacks  more.  The  Nabob's  allowances  are 
reduced  to  42  lacks,  and  the  tribute  to  the  King  is  fixed  at  26  ;  and  your 
civil  and  military  expences,  in  time  of  peace,  can  never  exceed  60  lacks  :  fo 
that  there  will  be  remaining  a  clear  gain  to  the  Companvof  122  lacks,  or  one 
million  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  nine  hundred  pounds  fterJing  a  year. 

What  I  have  given  you  is  a  real,  not  an  imaginary  ftate  of  your  re- 
venues, and  you  may  be  fure  they  will  not  fall  fliort  of  my  computation. 

The  afliftance  which  the  G'-eat  Mogul  had  received  from  your  arms 
and  treafury  made  him  readily  beftow  this  grant  upon  the  Company,  and  it 
is  done  in  the  moft  effeftual  manner  you  can  defire. 

"  The  allowance  for  the  fupport  of  the  Nabob's  dignity  and  power,  and 
the  tribute  to  his  Majefty,  muft  be  regularly  paid ;  the  remainder  belongs  to 
the  Company. 

"  Revolutions  are  now  no  longer  to  be  apprehended  ;  the  means  of  ef- 
fedling  them  will  in  future  be  wanting  to  ambitious  MufTulmen  ;  nor  will 
your  fervants,  civil  or  military,  be  tempted  to  foment  difturbances,  from 
whence  can  arife  no  benefit  to  themfelves. — Reflitution,  donation  money, 
&c.  Sec.  will  be  perfedlly  abolifhed,  as  the  revenues,  from  whence  they  ufed 
to  iffue,  will  be  pofTefied  by  ourfelves. 

The  power  of  fupervifing  the  provinces,  though  lodged  in  us,  fhould 
not,  however,  in  m.y  opinion,  be  exerted.  If  we  leave  tiie  nianaT^ement  to 
the  old  officers  of  the  government,  the  Company  need  not  be  at  the  expence 
of  one  additional  fervant  •,  and  though  we  may  fuffer  in  the  colleftion,  yet 
we  fhall  always  be  able  to  deteft  and  punifh  any  great  ofi'enders,  and  fliall 
have  the  fatisfaftion  in  knowing  that  the  corruption  is  not  among  ourfelves. 
By  this  means,  alfo,  the  abufes  inevitably  fpringing  from  the  exercife  of  terri- 
torial authority,  will  be  efFeftually  obviated  •,  there  will  ftill  be  a  Nabob, 
with  an  allowance  fuitable  to  his  dignity,  and  the  territorial  jurifdidion  will 
ftill  be  in  the  Chiefs  of  the  country,  adbing  under  him  and  the  Prefidency  in 
conjundion,  though  the  revenues  will  belong  to  the  Company. 

*  £'  3.ii5'0°o« 
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"  Our  rciloring  to  Sh^iah  Dowla  the  whole  of  his  dominions,  proceeds 
more  from  the  policy  of  not  extending  the  Company's  territorial  poffeflions, 
than  the  generous  principle  of  attaching  him  for  ever  to  our  intereft  by  gra- 
titude, though  this  has  been  the  apparent,  and  is  by  many  ihought  to  be  the 
real  motive.  Had  we  ambitioufly  attempted  to  retain  the  conquered  country, 
experience  would  foon  have  proved  the  impra>5ticability  of  fuch  a  plan. 
The  ellablifliment  of  your  army  muft  have  been  added  to  your  lift,  and" 
more  chieffliips  appointed.  Afts  of  oppreffion,  and  innumerable  abules, 
would  have  been  committed-,  and,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  Prefidency, 
could  neither  have  been  prevented  nor  remedied,  and  muft  infallibly  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  another  war.  Our  old  privileges  and  poftcfTions- 
would  have  been  endangered  by  every  fupply  we  might  have  been  tempted' 
to  afford  in  fupport  of  the  new;  and  the  natives  muft  have  finally  triumphed 
in  our  inability  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  our  own  ambition. 

"  Considering  the  cxcefles  we  have  of  late  years  manifefted  in  ourconduft, 
the  princes  of  Indoftan  will  not  readily  imagine  us  capable  of  moderation,, 
nor  can  we  expedt  they  will  ever  be  attached  to  us  by  any  other  motive  thaiv 
fear.  No  opportunity  will  ever  be  negleded,  that  feems  to  fiavour  an  at- 
tempt to  extirpate  us ;  though  the  confequences,  while  we  keep  our  army- 
complete,  muft  in  the  end  be  "more  fatal  to  themfelves.  Even  our  young- 
Nabob,  if  left  to  himfelf,  and  a  few  of  his  artful  flatterers,  would  purfuc  the 
paths  of  his  predeceflbrs.  It  is  therefore  impoffible  to  truft  hiip  with 
power,  and  be  fafe.  If  you  mean  to  maintain  your  prefent  poflelTions  and' 
advantages,  the  command  of  the  army,  and  the  receipt  of  the  revenue,  muft- 
be  kept  in  your  own  hands. 

"  If  you  allow  the  Nabob  to  have  forces,  he  will  foon  raife  money;  if  you 
allow  him  a  full  treafury  without  forces,  he  will  certainly  make  ufe  of  it 
to  invite  the  Morattocs,  or  other  powers,  to  invade  the  country,  upon  a  fup- 
pofition  that  we  fhall  not  lu  fpeft  the  part  he  takes,  and  that  fuccefs  will  re- 
ftore  him  to  the  full  extent  of  his  fovereignty. 

"The  regulation  of  the  Nabob's  miniftry,  theacquifition  of  the  Dewannee, 
and  the  honourable  terms  on  which  we  have  conduced  a  peace  with  thg 
Vizir  of  the  empire,  have  placed  the  dignity  and  advantages  of  the  Englifti 
Eaft  India  Company  on  a  bafis  more  firm  than  our  moft  fanguine  wifhes 
could  a  few  months  ago  have  fuggefted. 

a  1*  These, 
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*'  These,  however,  alone,  will  not  enfure  your  {lability;  thefe  are  but  the 
outworks  which  guard  you  from  your  natural  enemies,  the  natives  of  the 
country:  all  is  not  fafe ;  danger  ftill  fubfifts  from  more  formidable  enemies 
within — luxury,  corruption,  avarice,  and  rapacity  :  thefe  muft  be  extir- 
pated, or  they  will  deftroy  us  ;  for  we  cannot  expect  the  fame  caufes 
which  have  ruined  the  greatefl:  kingdoms,  (hall  have  different  efRfls  on  fuch 
a-ftate  as  ours." 


TlJe  foUdwing  is  an  account  of  fUch  fums  as  have  been  proved  or  acknowledged^ 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  have  been  dijtributed  by  the 
Princes,  and  other  natives  of  Bengal,  from  the  year  1757  to  the  year  1766, 
both  inclufive ;  difiinguifhing  the  principal  times  of  the  faid  difiributions,  and 
fpecifying  the  fums  received  by  each  perfon  refpeSively.      .  . 

Revolution  in  favour  of  Meer  Jaffier,  1757I 

L 

Mr.  Drake  (Governor)        —         —  31,500 

Colonel  Clive         —         —         —  234,000 

Mr.  Watts           —           —          —  117,000 

Major  Kilpatrick         —         —        —  27,000 

Ditto,  as  a  private  donation       —       —  33,750 

Mr.  Manningham         —         —       —  27,000 

Mr.  Beecher         —          —         —  27,000 

Six  Members  of  Council,  one  lack  each  68,200 

Mr.  Wellh         ^       —       —         —  56,250 

Mr.  Scrafton        —         —          —  22,500 

Mr.  Lufhington,         —         —         —  5,625 

Captain  Grant         — -         —           —  11,250 

Stipulation  to  the  Navy  and  Army      —  600,000 


;^.  1,261,075 
Memorandum, 
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_        £. 

Brought  on      —         •*-         —       1,261,075 

Memorandum.— The fum  of  twolacks  for  Lord 
Clive,  as  Commander  in  Chief,  muft  be  dedixSted 
from  this  account,  it  being  included  in  the  donation 
to  the  army.  —  —  —  —       —         —  22,500 

1,238,575 
JPaid  as  reftitution  for  lofles  and  expences  to  the 

Company,  their  fervants,  and  other  Europeans  — «  1,800,000 

Revolution  in  favour  of  Coflim,  1760. 

£. 

Mr.  Sumner          —          —  —  28,000 

Mr.  Holwell            —          —  —  30,937 

Mr.  M'Guire          —          —  —  20,625 

Mr.  Smith           —           —  —  ^5->i5^ 

Major  York         —      —       —  —  I5i354- 

General  Caillaud         —         —  .—  22,916 

M.  Vanfittart         —          —  —  58,333 

Mr.  M'Guire,  5000  gold  Mohrs  —  8,750 

■       —  -200,269 

As  Reftitution          —          —  ^          —        _        _         62,500 

Revolution  in  favour  of  Jaffier,  1763^ 

Stipulation  to  the  army       —       —         291,666 
Ditto  to  the  navy  —      —        —      145,835 


Reftitution         —        —        —         —.—, 
Major  Munro,    in    1764,  received    from 

Bulwant  Sing        —         —       —  10,000 

Ditto  from  the  Nabob       —      .^     —       3,000 


437,499 
975,000 


13,000  4,7^3,843 

The 
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L  L 

Brought  on     13,000  4»7i3)843 

The  officers  belonging  to  Major  Munro's 

family  from  ditto        —        —       —        3>ooo 
The  army  received  from  the  Merchants 

at  Banaras         —         —         —  /^6,666 


Nudjum  ul  Dowla's  acceffion,  1765. 

Mr.  Spencer          —           —          —  2?, 333 

Meffrs.  Playdell,  Burdett,  and  Gray     —  35,000 

Mr.  Johnftone         —         —         —  27,650 

Mr.  Leycefter         —        —         —  13,125 

Mr.  Senior       —       _         —         — .  20,125 

Mr.  Middleton         —          —         —  14,291 

Mr.  Gideon  Johnftone          —         —  S^^ii 

General  Carnac  received  from  Bulwant 

Sing,  in  1765         —           —           —  9,333 

Ditto  from  the  King        —        —       —  23,3^3 

Lord  Clive    received    from  the  Begum 

Queen,  1766             —        —        —  58,333 


&1JS66 


^39^257 


50,999 


Peace  with  Shujah  Dowla. 
Eaft  India  Company  —  — -•  —  —        ""-        583,333 

£•5^590,^9^ 


3'  NET 


NET    AMOUNT    OF    TERRITORIAL   REVENUES 
LATELY   OBTAINED. 


May 

to 

April 

L 

1761 

— 

1762 

677,832 

.1762 

— 

1763 

635. 1 99 

1763 

1764 

631,416 

1764 

— 

17% 

606,132 

i-J^S 

1766 

1,681,427 

1-766 

— 

1767 

2,550,094 

1767 

— 

1768 

2,451,255 

1768 

— 

1769 

2,402,191 

1769 

— 

1770 

2,118,294 

1770 

— 

1771 

2,009,988 

jf.  15,763,82s 


Received  on  feve-ral  accounts^  viz.  of  the  Nabobs^  i^c.  for  reJH* 
iutiotij  towards  the  military  expences,  depoftts,  ^c.  ijc. 


May 

to 

April 

L 

-I761 

— 

1762 

217,080 

1762 

— 

1763 

15,144 

1763 

— 

1764 

194,598 

J  764 

— 

17% 

633,163 

1765 

— 

1766 

371,566 

J766 

— 

1767 

53'2ii 

J767 

— 

1768 

113,930 

1768 

— 

1769 

45,610 

1769 

— 

1770 

19,068 

11770 

— 

1771 

23,236 

£.  1,686,606 

C  17,450,434 

Brought 


Sums  received  bv  the  India  CoMPAwy,  &c.       27^ 

Brought  on  >C' 17,4.50,434 

Other  revenues  received.    Net  amount  of  territorial  revenues  lately 

obtained. 


May 

to 

April 

£. 

i-/6i 

— 

1762 

89,568 

1762 

— 

1763 

164,892 

i76i 

— 

1764 

121,053 

1764 

— 

1765 

14.^,755 

1765 

— 

1766 

180,875 

1766 

— 

I/67 

314,261 

1757 

1768 

267,495 

1768 

— - 

1769 

307,764 

1769 

— 

1770 

448,045 

1770 

■■" 

I77» 

518,925 

C  2,556,633 


Received   on  fever al  accounts,  viz.  of  the  Nabob,  towards  the 
military  expences,  ftores,  depofits,  l^c^ 


May 

to 

April 

£. 

176X 

— 

1762 

390,547 

1762 

— 

1763 

467,902 

1763 

— 

1764 

402,111 

J  7  64 

^165 

461,439 

1765 

— 

1766 

4'5,i32 

1766 

— 

1767 

24?, 029 

1767 

— 

1768 

146,531 

1768 

1769 

260,951 

1769 

— 

1770 

688,686 

1770 

— 

1771 

216,756 

£•  3,690,684 
C  23,697,751 
N  a  Net 
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Brought  on  I'  23>697,75« 


Net  amount  pf  territorial  revenues  lately  ohtained, 

L 

17,842 

I7>44^ 
16,160 

17,150. 

17.347 
17.^41- 
17,0^1 

i6,739 
18,927 


Auguft  to 

July 

1761  — 

1762 

1762  — 

1763 

1763  — 

1764 

1764  — 

17^5 

1765  — 

1766 

1766  — 

1767 

1767  — 

1768 

1768  -^ 

1769 

1769  — 

1770 

1770  — 

1771 

;C.  1^9,921 


^dmount  received  on  account  of  depoftts^   hy  the  Accompau 
General  of  the  Mayors  Court. 

L 
3,090 

5,074 

1,125, 

87 

5,527 
266 


9,874 


Auguft 

to 

July 

1761 

— 

1762 

1762 

— 

1763 

1763 

— 

1764 

1764 

— 

1765 

1765 

— 

1766 

1766 

-^ 

1767 

1767 

— 

1768 

1768 

— 

1769 

1769 

— 

1770 

1770 

r^ 

1771 

I-  25,043 

jC.  23,892,715 
fetali 
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To/al,  proved  or  acknowledged. 

25169,365  As  Prefents. 
3,420,853  As  Reftitution. 
5.402)333  For  our  military  charges, 
18,490,382  Revenues  clear  of  expenccs^ 

29,482,913  Pounds — Received  from  1757  to   1771. 
On  an  average,  two  millions,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  and  upwards  in 
each  year. 


On  the  3d  of  September.,  1765,  the  Pre/ident  laid  before  the  Committee  the  fol- 
lowing minute,  for  the  efiahlifhment  of  a  fociety  of  trade. 

*TPHE  Company's  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  propofe,  fliall  be  increafed;  the 
fervants  fhall  receive  a  reafonable  fliare  of  emolument ;  and  the  terms 
upon   which   the  natives    are   finally    to    be    concerned,  advantageoufly 
fixed. 

I  propofe, 

ift.  That  all  fait  provided  by  the  fociety  of  trade,  fliall  be  fold  at  Cal- 
cutta, and  at  other  places  where  it  is  made,  and  no  where  clfe. 

2d.  That  the  price  of  fait  fhall  not  exceed  two  rupees  per  maund,  or 
200  rupees  per  ico  maunds. 

3d.  That  the  fait  fhall  be  fold  to  the  natives  only,  who  are  to  tranfport  it 
to  every  part  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  and  to  have  the  whole  profits 
arifing  from  the  fale  thereof;  and  that  no  Company's  fervant,  free  merchant, 
or  European,  fhall  be  concerned  in  that  article,  direflly  or  indireflly,  after 
the  fale  of  it  at  the  above  places. 

4th.  That  the  Calcutta  black  merchants  fhall  be  limited  to  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  purchafe-,  but  that  no  Banyans,  or  fervant  whatever,  belonging  to 
any  European,  fhall  be  included,  or  have  any  concern  therein. 

5th.  That  every  endeavour  be  made  ufe  of  to  encourage  the  fubftantial 
merchants  of  the  country,  either  to  come-down  in  pcrfon  to  the  place  where 
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the  fait  is  provided,  or  to  fend  their  agents,  in  order  to  purchafe  and  tranfport 
the  fait  to  the  different  places  of  fale. 

6th.  That  a  certain  price  be  fixed  for  the  fale  of  every  maund  of  fait,  at 
every  town,  market,  or  village,  where  it  is  fold,  according  to  the  diftance  and 
former  cuftom. 

7ch.  That  if  fait  be  fold,  at  any  of  the  buzars  or  markets,  for  one  coury 
above  the  ftipulated  price,  the  vender  (hall  not  only  forfeit  all  the  fait  there 
found  in  his  pofleflion,  but  be  liable  to  a  forfeit  of  1000  rupees  for  every 
hundred  maunds  of  fait  fo  fold;  and  the  fait  and  money  forfeited  fliall  go  one 
half  to  the  government. 

8th.  That  the  miniftcrs  at  Muxadabad  and  Patna  have  copies  fent  them  of 
thefe  new  regulations  i  and  that  they  be  defired  to  apply  to  the  Nabob,  to 
make  the  fame  known  throughout  the  three  provinces;  and  that  every 
Phouzdar,  &c.  fee  they  be  put  in  execution,  upon  pain  of  being  difmifled. 
from  his  employment. 

9th.  This  bufinefs  being  entirely  commercial,  I  propofe,  that  in  the  in- 
ftrument  of  agreement  for  the  next  year  it  fiiall  be  provided.  That  the  fo- 
ciety  of  trade  be  anfwerable  to  the  board  for  their  conduct •,  that  the  board 
may  either  make  new  regulations,  or  amend  thofe  made  by  the  Ibciety  of 
trade,  as  they  fee  fit;  and  that,  in  cafe  of  necefiity,  the  fekft  Committee  fhall 
have  power  to  controul  the  condufl  of  the  whole. 

10th.  That  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  be  paid  to  the  Company,  upon  all  the 
fait  provided  in  their  own  lands;  and  50  per  cent,  to  the  government,  upon 
all  the  fait  provided  upon  the  lands  of  the  government;  arrd  15  per  cant, 
upon  beetle :  which  duties  will,  in  faft,  be  brought  to  the  Company's  cre- 
dit; which,  according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fait  trade,  will  produce  the 
Company  from  12  *  to  13  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum. 

The  prohibition  of  a  free  inland  trade,  however  difagreeable  to  individuals, 
muft  now  take  place,  and  be  confined  to  imports  and  exports,  and  to  their 
immediate  returns,  which  returns  fliall  be  made  only  to  the  Prefidency,  or  to 
one  or  other  of  the  eftabliflied  factories.  The  Company  are  fovereigns  in 
India;  and  they  have  declared,  that  the  trade  carried  on  for  thefe  four  years 
pall  is  an  ufurpation,  not  only  of  their  prerogative,  but  of  the  privilegei  of 

•  1 2  lacks  are  i  jo.oool. 
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the  natives,  and  repugnant  to  the  exprefs  and  repeated  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Directors.  The  indulgence  however  in  the  trade  of  fait,  upon  the  foot- 
ing I  hope  it  will  now  be  eftablifhed,  fhould,  in  my  opinion,  obviate  all  com- 
plaints, fince  it  feems  to  be  the  raoft  equitable  modus  between  the  Company 
and  their  fervants,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  diflribution  of  natural  right  to 
the  people  of  the  country.  Confidering  that  the  late  great  advantages  of 
unlimited  trade  are  cut  off,  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  Court  of  Dircftors  will 
deny  their  fervants  this  fhare  of  benefit,  as  a  recompence  for  their  attention 
and  affiftance  in  the  management  of  the  in-.portant  concerns  of  thefe  provinces. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  would  have  the  fervants  look  upon  thefe  emoluments  as 
a  gift  from  the  hands  of  their  employers,  offered  to  them  annually  in  rcv;ard 
of  their  fidelity,  and  which  will  certainly  be  withheld  from  them,  if  ever 
this  authority  fhould  be  refifted,  and  difcontent  and  rapacity  take  place  of 
gratitude  and  moderation.  C  L  I  V  E. 

HIS  Lordlhip's  minute  having  been  read,  and  maturely  confidered,  the 
regulations  therein  fpecified,  are  unanimoufly  approved. 

Agreed,  therefore.  That  the  Prefident's  regulations  for  the  inland  trade  be 
laid  before  the  Council  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  for  their  approbation,  in 
order  that  the  neceflary  inftruiSlions  for  profecuting  the  joint  concern,  for  the 
enfuing  feafon,  may  be  immediately  ifTued  to  the  Committee  of  trade. 

RESOLVtD,  That  the  above  concern  fliall  confift  of  fixty  (hares  ;  and  that  the 
proprietors  fhall  ftand  inrolled,  with  the  feveral  proportions  affixed  to  their 
names,  in  the  manner  afcertained  in  the  following  ftatement. 

Statement  of  the  joint  Salt  concei-n,  for  the  year  lyBS. 

W.  B.  Summer,  3.  John  Carnac,  3.  Charles  Stafford  Playdell,  2.  Harry 
Verelft,  2.  John  Cartier,  2.  Francis  Sykes,  2.  Randolph  Marriott,  2.  Hugh 
"Watts,  2.  Samuel  Middleton,  2.  Claud  Ruffel,  2.  William  Alderfey,  2. 
Thomas  Kelfall,  2.  Charles  Floyer,  2.  Colonel  Richard  Smith,  2.  Sir  Robert 
Barker,  2. 

In  all    3i. 

Secen^ 
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Second  Clafs. 

Reverend  W.  Parry  and  Bloner,  jointly,  Charlton,  French,  2.  Reed, 
Hare,  Jekyll,  2.  Wood,  Rogers,  Shewin,  2.  Williamfon,  Dacres,  Lane,  2. 
Barwell,  Woodward,  Harris,  2.  Skinner,  Lawrell,  Goodwin,  2.  Campbell, 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Peach,  2.  Chapman  \. 

In  all     14  it 

3'hird  Clafs, 

Wilkins,  Forbes,  Graham,  Hewitt,  Lambert,  Vanfittart,  2.  Cafe,  Grue- 
ber,  Plaifted,  Taylor,  Ellis,  Hunter,  2.  Davidfon,  Stibbert,  Champion, 
Grant,  Winwood,  Pemple,  2.  Smith,  Galliez,  Anderfon,  Robert  Hunter, 
William  Bathoe,  2.  Witts,  Barber,  Watfon  i. 

In  all        9 
Shares  unappropriated  4f 

Total   60  Shares. 

It  appearing,  from  the  above  divifion  of  capital  ftock,  that  fourfliares  and 
4Dne-third  remain  unappropriated ; 

Agreed,  The  fame  be  accounted  for  at  a  proper  time. 
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A    SHORT   VIEW    OF   THE    EVIDENCE   OF    OUR 
CONDUCT     IN    INDIA. 


THE  fiibdance  of  the  evidfnce  appears  to  be  this — The  provinces  of 
B-rngal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  were  in  the  year  1757  in  a  ftate  of  as  great 
fertility  and  plenty  as  any  country  in  Europe -,  and  inhabited  by  about 
fifteen  millions  of  people,  under  the  government  of  a  prince  called  Serajah 
Dowla,  who  had  lately  fucceeded  his  grandfather,  Ally  Verdi  Cawn,  from 
whom,  it  appears,  he  received  this  advice. — "The  power  of  the  Englifh  is 
*'  great ;  fuffer  them  not,  my  fon,  to  have  faftories  or  foldiersj  if  you  do,  the 
'*  country  is  not  yours." 

Serajah  Dowla  required  the  Company's  Servants  not  to  proceed  in  fome 
works  of  ftrength,  at  their  factory  at  Calcutta  ;  and,  not  being  fatisfied  with 
the  anfwers  he  received,  he  led  an  army  againlt  the  place, .  took  it,  and  the 
night  he  entered  the  fort,  many  of  the  Englifh  were  driven  into  a  place 
which  bore  no  proportion  to  their  numbers,  for  out  of  146,  twenty-three 
only  remained  alive  the  next  morning,  and  fome  of  thefe  were  afterwards 
treated  with   confiderable  feverity^ 

On  the  arrival  of  a  fufficient  force,  war  was  begun  againft  Serajah 
Dowla;  but  before  they  took  the  field,  a  treaty  was  made  with  Meet  Jaffier, 
oneof  thefirft  fubjeds  of  this  prince,  and  a  general  in  his  army  :  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  treaty  was,  that  Jaffier  (hould  betray  his  mafter :  he  did  fo,  and 
immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Serajah  Dowla  on  the  plains  of  Plaffey,  the 
23d  of  June,  1757,  Meer  Jaffier  was  placed  in  the  government,  by  the 
Commander  of  the  Englifh  army,  and  thefum  of  1,2^8,575  pounds  appears 
to  have  been  paid  by  Jaffier  out  of  his  M,after*s  treafury,  to  the  fervants  of 
the  Company,  for  themfelves,  the  army  and  navy  with  which  they  were  af- 
fifled  i  and  the  fiim  of  1,800,000  pounds  as  reftitution  to  the  Company,  their 
fervants,  and  other  Europeans,  for  loflcs  during  the  war. 

In  the  year  1760,  Meer  Jaffier  was  depofcd  in  favour  of  Coflim  Ally 
Cawn,  a  general  in  Jaffiex's  army  ;  from  whom  the  Company's  fervants  re- 
ceived 200,269  pounds,  and  62,500  pounds  as  reftitution.  CofTim  appear- 
ing  to  have  defigns  of  rendering  himfclf  independent,    war  was   begun 
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againft  him,  at  the  breaking  out  of  which,  he  put  to  death  near  three  hun- 
dred perfons,  chiefly  Englifh.  He  was  foon  obliged  to  retire,  wirh  his 
army,  into  the  dominions  of  Shujah  Dowla,  a  neighbouring  prince,  and  one 
of  the  greatefl:  powers  in  that  part  of  India. 

Meer  Jaffier  was  reftored  to  the  government  in  176^  -,  and  on  this  oc- 
cafion  divided  amongft  the  Company's  fervants  the  Turn  of  4^7,499  pounds; 
and  975,000  pounds  was  received  of  him  as  refticurion  money. 

The  delivery  of  CofTim  was  demanded  of  Shujah  Dowla-,  and  that  prince 
not  complying  with  the  demand,  the  war  was  carried  ii.to  his  country:  dur- 
ing its  continuance  (in  January  1765)  Mcer  Jaffier  died,  and  his  fecond  fon, 
the  eldeft  living,  was  advanced  to  the  government,  before  an  infant  fon  of 
his  elder  brother.  The  Company's  fervants  had  the  fum  of  1:^9, :?57 
pounds  divided  amongfl;  them.  And  about  this  time,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  received,  for  himfelf,  his  family,  and  the  army,  the  fum  of  62,666 
pounds. 

Shujah  Dowla,  after  being  more  than  once  defer.ted,  his  country  made 
the  feat  of  war,  and  himfelf  clofely  prcfTed,  and  unable  to  hold  out  againft 
the  Engliih  army,  caft  himfelf  upon  the  compalTion  of  the  Commander; 
and  with  this  prince,  the  fervants  of  the  Company  alfo  got  into  their  power 
the  heir  or  claimant  of  the  Mogul  empire;  and  from  this  perfonage  were 
taken  grants  for  as  much  as  it  was  thought  advifcable  for  them  to  have  ; 
which  was,  the  whole  revenues  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  in  the  name  of 
the  India  Company,  continuing  the  government  in  the  name  of  the  Nabob, 
Meer  Jaffier's  fon,  to  w.hom  the  Company's  fervants  gave  a  yearly  allowance 
for  the  fupport  of  his  dignity  -,  and  they  appointed  a  further  fum  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  Emperor,  from  whom  they  took  the  tide  to  the  revenues  of 
the  country.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  with  Shujah  Dowla,  who  was 
left  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  dominions:  the  fum  of  533,333  pounds  was  paid 
by  him,  on  this  occafion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company  ;  and  the  fum  of  90,999 
pounds  was  received  about  this  time,  by  two  of  the  Company's  principal 
fervants,  as  prefents  from  the  Emperor,  the  Begum  or  Queen  ot  Bengal,  and 
from  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  country. 

The  fums  received  on  the  occafions  that  have  been  mentioned,  by  the 
fervants  ot  the  Company,  amount  together  to  5,590, 198  pounds;  and  the 
whole  fum  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war  in  1757  to  1771,  is  23,892,  715  pounds;  together,  29,482,913  pounds. 

The 
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In  September,  1765,  when  the  Company's  iervants  had  concluded  all  things 
with  the  country  powers,  they  formed  themfelves  into  a  lociety  of  trade, 
the  capital  ftock  of  which  was  divided  into  fixty  fhares ;  the  civil  and  military 
fervants  of  the  Company  were  the  lole  proprietors.  The  fame  perfons 
were  now  mafters  of  the  country  by  military  force  ;  they  appointed  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  State,  and  colleded  the  revenues  in  the  name  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  -,  and  they  were  merchants,  pofllfled  of  an  exclufive  trade,  on  their 
own  account,  in  articles  of  common  ufe  among  the  natives  of  ,  the 
country. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  evidence,  among  the  papers  from  which 
thefe  a'c  taken*,  of  the  fums  made  by  this  trade;  the  duties  payable  to  the 
India  Company,  on  two  of  the  articles,  were  eftimated  to  produce  from  150 
to  160,000  1.  a  year. 

The  fum  of  the  evidence  which  thefe  papers  contain  appear  to 
be — That  we  have  poffefled  ouifdves  by  force  of  a  country  in  India, 
yielding  a  clear  revenue  of  more  than  a  million  and  an  half  of  pounds 
fterling  a  year — That  from  the  beginning  of  our  firft  war  in  1757,  to  the 
year  1771,  it  is  acknowledged  or  proved,  that  the  Company  and  its  fervants 
received  between  twenty-nine  and  thirty  millions  of  pounds  fterling  from  the 
princesof  India  and  their  fubjefls,  befides  a  fum  not  known,  arifing  from  the 
exclufive  trade  which  the  Company's  civil  and  military  fervants  took  to 
themfelves,  after  they  had  obtained  all  the  power  of  abfoJuce  governors  over 
the  people  of  the  Provinces,  called  the  Territoral  Acquifuions  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company. 

The  events  that  took  place  amongft  the  people  of  thefe  provinces,  after  we 
had  pofTefled  ourfelves  of  the  power  of  governing  them,  have  been  related  on 
very  wood  authority,  but  not  having  copies  of  thofe  accounts  fent  home  from 
India,  the  fubftance  only  of  what  is  believed  to  have  taken  place  after  the 
conqueft,  is  mentiuned,  in  an  enquiry  into  the  general  condudl  of  this  country 
to  other  countries,  publifhed  herewith. 

»  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1772  and  1773. 
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An  Enquire  into  our  National  Conduct, 


.T 


March  y  1782. 

H  E  events  that  have  taken  place  in  the  Britifh  empire,  fince  the 
peace  in  1763,  include  in  them  a  great  and  general  calamity  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  its  colonies  and  dependencies.  At  the  end 
of  the  late  war,  we  were  placed,  as  a  nation,  in  a  (late  of  the  greateft  appa- 
rent fafety  from  all  foreign  danger,  by  the  fuperiority  that  had  been  given  to 
our  national  arms ;  and  by  the  moderation  that  was  obferved  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  in  reftoring  to  France  and  Spain  fome  of  their  valuable  diftanc 
dominions,  that  had  been  taken  by  our  forces  during  the  war ;  which  left 
both  nations  without  any  reafonable  caufc  for  interrupting  the  peace  at  any 
future  period,  on  account  of  any  thing  that  was  already  paft. 

With  this  profpeft  of  a  lading  peace,  and  of  fecurity  from  all  danger  from 
without;  we  feemed  to  poiTefs  within  ourfelves,  as  a  nation,  as  many,  if  not 
greater  advantages  than  perhaps  the  people  of  any  other  country  are  favoured 
with.  The  fituation  and  produce  of  the  different  parts  of  the  dominions, 
afforded  all  the  advantages  arifing  from  ufeful  employment,  and  extenfive 
commerce,  that  could  well  be  defired.  And  with  thefe  advantages  and  ap- 
parent fafety,  we  then  had,  what  by  the  Divine  blefling  we  are  Hill  favoured 
with. — The  unequalled  rights  and  privileges  which  every  rank  of  the  fub- 
jefls  poffefs  in  common  with  the  very  members  of  the  legiflature  itfelf-,  and 
as  an  additional  fecurity,  within  the  prefent  reign,  a  law  took  place,  to  ren- 
der the  magiftrates,  charged  with  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  more  inde- 
pendent than  ever  they  had  been  before,  of  the  authority  by  which  they  are 
appointed.  And  as  our  laft  and  greateft  advantage ;  thofe  rellraints,  which 
fo  great  a  part  of  mankind  are  unhappily  under,  in  their  juft  and  neceflary 
religious  liberties,  are  not  fo  much  as  known  among  us ;  every  one  in  this 
country,  poffefling  the  revealed  will  of  his  Creator  in  his  native  language, 
as  his  legal  inheritance,  together  with  the  liberty  to  ule  every  means  of  in- 
formation as  to  his  intereft  and  concern  in  it. 

The  events  that  have  taken  place,  and  the  dangers  to  which,  at  prefent,. 
we  apparently  ftand  expofed,  muft  juftly  be  confidered  as  a  great  and  ge- 
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-neral  calamity, — A  civil  war  has  now,  for  fome  years,  been  carried  on,  with 
a  numerous  divifion  of  our  fellow  fubjecls  in  America:  many  thoufands  have 
fallen  by  each  others  hands  •,  many  more  have  furvived  their  unhappy  con- 
flicts miferably  wounded,  to  be  maintained  with  the  numerous  dependents 
of  the  flain,  by  the  labours  of  the  induftriousj  who  have  had  to  raife  many 
millions,  already  fpent  in  the  war,  and  to  provide  for  the  yearly  payment  of 
^n  heavy  load  of  debt  contrafled  on  the  public  faith  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

To  run  our  minds  over  the  feveral  articles  which  make  the  fum  of  -the 
evils  wc  have  fliffered — Looking  down  upon  the  feas,  the  fields,  the  woods, 
the  towns,  the  huufes  where  we  have  fought  and  dcflroyed  one  another,  and 
then  taking  a  view  of  the  pangs,  the  fufferings,  the  forrows,  the  horrid  fears 
of  the  helplefs  thoufands  about  the  feat  of  the  war;  the  mourning  of  thoufands 
among  ourfelves,  and  the  daily  toil  of  millions  to  provide  for  the  expence  of 
ail  this  mifery  anddevaftation-,  a  man  muft  be  ready  to  confider  himfelf  as  par- 
taking of  a  nature  equally  unfeeling  and  infenfible  of  all  the  concerns  of  hu- 
manity and  of  futurity  if  he  finds  nothing  within  him  cry  out.  What  have 
we  done  to  call  down  fuch  a  judgment  as  this  upon  ourfelves  ! 

But  the  pair  is  not  ajl  ;  the  prefent  difBculcies,  and  probable  dangers,  to 
the  people  of  this  country  and  its  colonies,  and  all  that  belong  to  both,  are 
what  every  thinking  perlbn,  muft  add  in  fome  degree  or  other,  to  what  we 
have  already  fufiered.  Were  the  people  of  this  kingdom  and  America  to 
throw  an  everlafting  veil  over  all  that  is  pad,  and  to  a  man,  from  this  day, 
confider  themfelves  as  one  people,  heirs  of  the  fame  privileges  by  which  they 
have  fo  long,  been  diftinguilhed  from  all  mankind,  and  unite  as  firmly,  as  ever 
they  were  united,  to  make  the  whole  dominions  one  great  afylum  for  the 
oppreffed  and  perfecuted  to  fly  to,  from  under  tyranny  and  fuperflition  in 
other,  countries,  yet  what  is  the  tafk  which  the  whole  empire  has  got  to  go 
through,  to  recover  the  fituation  in  which  we  were  before  our  unhappy 
conteft  began  ? 

The  fuperiority  which  was  given  to  our  national  forces  in  the  lad  war,  has 
not  been  given  in  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  with  the  three 
maritime  it.ites  next  in  power  to  our  own  of  any  in  the  world.  United,  they 
arc  evidenrly  fuperior  to  us  in  numbers,  and  with  all  the  experience  of  our 
officers,  and  all  the  courage  of  the  men  th'-^y  command,  with  their  utrnoft 
jeObrts  on  rcpfated  trials,  they  have  not  been  able,  to  make  thefliips  and  fleets 
of  our  enerr.ies  fly,  or  fubmit,  as  they  were  feen  to  do,  in  the  lace  war.  With 
the  proofs  our  enemies  have  had  of  their  equality,  in  the  mod  furious  conflifts, 
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that  have  taken  place,  and  with  their  knowledge  of  their  fuperior  numbers. 
What  is  not  to  be  cxpedted  from  the  defires  of  pride  to  leave  off  conquerors, 
and  of  avarice,  to  open  to  themfclves  a  fecure  and  lading  commerce  betwixt 
their  feveral  countries  and  the  growing  continent  of  America  ?  the  natural 
produce  of  many  parts  of  which,  is  fo  fuitable  to  their  wants,  and  its 
inhabitants  calling  for  fuch  fupplies,  as  muft  employ  miultitudes  of  their  fub- 
je6ls,  and  fwell  the  ftreams  of  their  feveral  revenues.  * 

If  in  the  future  events  of  the  war,  a  clear  fuperiority  is  given  to  France 
and  Spain  ;  or  to  thefe  two  nations  afiifted  by  Holland,  What  is  the  fecurity 
which  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  America  have,  for  all  the 
privileges  they  now  podefs  above  an  equality  with  the  people  of  France,  Spain 
and  Holland  ;  and  where  live  the  people  in  the  Britifh  dominions  who  can  fay. 
This  town,  this  houfe  fhall  not  burn  before  the  flame  of  war  which  was  kindled 
within  ourfelves  is  finally  put  out  ?  Or,  who  can  inform  us  where  the  allies 
are,  who  will  voluntarily  throw  themfelves  in  the  way  of  all  the  fury  of  the  war, 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  with  a  view  to  fay  to  this  nation.  Take  all  the  dominions 
and  all  the  civil  and  reiigious  rights  you  had,  before  the  war  began  ?  Where, 
befides  our  own,  is  that  government,  which  will  do  as  much  for  the  very  peo- 
ple whofupport  it,  and  to  whom  they  bear  as  near  a  relation,  as  governors  can 
to  fubjefts  ? 

Without  therefore  allowing- the  leaft  credit  to  our  hopes  on  one  lu-ind,  or 
to  the  fuggeftion  of  fear  on  the  other,  but  only  adding  a  reafonable  eftimate  of 
future  lofles  and  fufferings,  to  thore  that  have  been  already  inflided  upon 
us  •,  and  comparing  our  fituation  in  1.763  with  our  prefent  circumftances,  the 
change  we  have  undergone,  again  calls  upon  us  to  afk  ourfelves,  if  as  a  na- 
tion, we  have  entitled  ourfelves  to  all  this  from  any  condudt  of  our  own, 
either  within  ourfelves,  or  to  the  people  of  other  countries  ? 

To  m.ake  fuch  an  enquiry  is  the  reafonable  courfe  which  experience  points  out . 
to  individuals,  who  have  found  themfelves  under  any  confiderable  change  in 
their  circumftances  from  better  to  worfe ;  and  the  advantages  which  have 
arifen  from  it,  have  been  fo  frequent  and  fo  great,  that  perhaps  there  are 
few  who  are  unacquainted  with  inftainces  of  partfcular  perfons  and  families  who 
have  been  brought  back  from  the  brink  of  ruin,  by  adopting  in  the  fpirit  of 
their  conduft,  the  very  reverfe  of  that  in  which  thsy  had  lived,  and  from 
which  they  faw  all  their  difHcul;ies  had  proceeded,  as  its  natural  and  necefiary 
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Against  the  application  of  this  reafoning  to  the  cafe  of  a  nation  it  is  faid, 
"  The  corruptions  of  a  fociety,  recommended  by  common  utility,  and  juftified 
"  by  univerfal  practice,  are  viewed  by  its  members  without  (hame  or  horror, 
"  and  reformation  never  proceeds  from  themfelves,  but  is  always  forced  upon 
"  them  by  feme  foreign  hand."  If  our  hifcorian  *  means  that  mankind  in  a  ftate 
of  civil  fociety,  will  inevitably  go  on  from  one  degree  of  corruption  to  another, 
till 'the  community  is  totally  ruined,  then  it  would  follow,  that  as  foon  as  it  is 
feen,  on  a  view  of  theadtual  conduftof  any  community,  that  it  had  been  fuch,  as 
to  enutle  it  to  the  ruin  with  which  it  was  threatened-,  the  members  of  that  com- 
munity, could  then  only  a<5l  the  part  of  men  efcaping  from  the  fhip,  that  muft, 
acrainft  all  th:it  could  be  thought  of  or  attempted,  perifh  in  the  ftorm  with  which 
it  is  overtaken.  But  againft  this  feeming  general  objedlion,  to  the  hopes  of 
a  fociety  recovering  itfelf,  as  individuals  are  feen  to  do  from  the  effects  of 
their  improper  conduct  •,  the  reader  may  have  authorities  brought  to  his 
mind,  to  which  all  others  muft  give  place,  and  in  which  he  will  find,  that 
inftead  of  a  nation's  being  doomed  to  deftruftion,  any  more  than  a  man,  let 
the  one  or  the  other  do  their  utmoft  to  reform  their  condufl  -,  it  is  thus  declared 
by  the  univerfal  Lawgiver — "  At  what  inftant  I  fhall  fpeak  concerning  a  nation, 
"  and  concerning  a  kingdom  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down  and  to  deftroy  it : 
"  If  that  nation  againft  whom  I  have  pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will 
"  repent  of  the  evil  1  thought  to  do  unto  them."  The  terms  of  this  declara- 
tion, leave  us  in  no  doubt  as  to  the  poflTibility  ot  a  nation  having  the  evils  turned 
away  from  it,  which  by  the  crimes  it  brought  upon  itfelf:  and  it  is  obfcrv- 
able,  that  the  princes  and  people  of  the  Jews,  foon  after  this  declaration  was 
delivered  to  them,  called  to  mind  and  fpoke  of  it  in  one  of  their  public  af- 
femblies,  that  a  few  ages  before,  their  nation  was  delivered  from  the  mcft  immi- 
nent danger,  when  their  king  and  leading  men,  accompanied  their  Iincerefup- 
plications  to  the  Almightv,  with  a  reformation  that  penetrated  the  very  heart 
of  corruption  in  their  country,  and  inftead  of  finking  under  the  impending 
ruin  of  that  time,  they  were  not  only  delivered  from  it,  but  the  latter  part 
of  the  fame  reign  was  among  the  moft  profperous  of  that  nation.  It  is  however 
true,  that  neither  thedeclaration,  nor  the  example  produced  the  effeft  they  were 
intended  to  have,  at  the  time  the  one  was  delivered  and  the  other  mentioned  : 
the  governing  party  were  engaged  in   what  they  took  to  be  of  more  moment, 
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than  attending  to  the  conditions  which  they  knew  were  implied,  both  in  the 
meffige  that  had  been  delivered  to  them,  and  the  proof  they  had  in  their  own 
hiftory,  of  its  truth  :  within  ten  years,  they  became  an  example  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  another  part  of  the  meflage  that  was  delivered  to  them  at  the  fame 
time,  which  is  given  in  thtfe  words.  —  "  At  what  inftant  I  (hall  fpeak  con- 
"  cerning  a  nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to  build,  and  to  plant  it :  if 
"  it  do  evil  in  my  fight,  that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then  I,  will  repent  of 
*'  the  good  wherewith  I  faid  I  would  benefit  them."  The  former  part  of 
the  declaration  met  with  negleft,  the  latter  with  their  contempt;  and  the 
meflrnger  of  it  efcaped  with  his  life,  at  the  expence  of  fevere  treatment. — — 
Neglefting  the  conditions  of  the  offered  good,  the  threatened  evil  took  place ; 
and  it  was  neither  their  policy,  nor  the  unequalled  reputation  that  country 
had  gotten  by  its  fuccefs  in  war,  could  fave  them  :  nearly  the  whole  of  the  firft. 
people  of  tlie  land,  with  their  prince,  were  led  away  into  llavery. 

But  though  it  often  has  been  the  cafe,  that  communities  which  have  once 
become  corrupt  in  the  fpirit  of  their  conduft,  have  continued  to  be  more  and 
more  fo,  till  the  general  interefts  of  the  fociety  have  been  deftroyed  ;  yet  it 
is  by  no  means  eftabliflied  as  a  certain  truth,  that  all  focieties  of  men  murt, 
in  their  public  meafures,  continue  to  defcend  from  lei's  degrees  of  corruption* 
to  greater,  till  they  fall  undec  a  foreign  hand ;  or,  as  a  nation,  fink,  and  be 
utterly  ruined. 

Nothing  can  be  more  clearly  difcovered  to  us,  than  that  nations  are 
in  a  (late  of  trial,  as  v/ell  as  every  free  rational  agent  of  which  the  whole 
are  formed.  Thofe  principles  and  rules  for  the  government  of  the  human  con- 
dudl,  which  are  declared  to  be  of  univerfal  force,  equally  extend  to  every 
adlion  that  can  be  done  by  all  the  people  of  a  country  as  one  fociety,  as  to  the 
aflion  of  every  individual.  That  which  is  right  or  wrong  in  itfclf,  is  the  fame 
whether  the  one  or  the  other  is  done  by  many  or  few-,  in  the  palace  of  a 
prince,  or  in  the  cottage  of  the  pooreft  fubje£t ;  whether  it  is  the  public 
meafure  of  a  great  empire,  or  the  acl  of  the  people  of  a  fingle  town. 

To  that  which  is  in  itfelf  right,  the  Supreme  Governor  has  promifed  his 
favour,  which  includes  all  that  belongs  to  the  fafety,  the  peace,  and  the  real 
happinefs  of  thofe  to  whom  his  promifed  favour  belongs.  To  that  which  in 
its  nature  is  wrong,  weaknefs,  fulfering,  mifery,  and  finally  ruin  is  annexed. 
To  thefe  declarations  are  added  a  great  variety  of  ai5lual  cafes,  taken  from  the. 
hiftory  of  mankind  -,  and  by  thefe  we  are  fliewn,  on  the  divine  authority  itfelf, 
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that  thofe  focieties  or  nations  who  regarded  the  principles  and  rules  by  which 
they  were  required  to  adl,  in  their  condudt  to  other  communities,  and  in  their 
aciminillrations  within  themfelves,  no  dangers  nor  difficulties,  nor  all  the 
efforts  that  were  made  againft  them,  by  their  enemies,  could  prevent  the  be- 
neficial effeds  taking  place,  which  were  included  in  the  promifed  favour : 
All  that  went  on  in  a  ftedfaft  regard  to  this,  were  never,  by  any  means  left  in  a 
fituation  in  which  they  could  with  truth  fay,  they  had  ftridtly,  as  a  commu- 
nity, adhered  to  the  fpirit,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  rule  by  which  they  were 
required  to  adt,  and  yet  were  finally  difappointed  of  the  promifed  good  con- 
fequences.  This  is  a  thing  which  cannot  any  more  take  place,  than  that  He 
who  is  unchangeable  in  himfelf,  fliould  ever  be  that  at  one  time  which  he  is 
not  at  another ;  or  that  the  nature  of  things  which  flow  from  him  Ihould  ever 
obey  any  other  power  than  his  own. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  examples  are  prefented  to  our  view  of  the 
events  which  have  taken  place  in  thofe  focieties,  who  would,  in  oppofition  to 
all  they  knew,  and  all  that  was  told  them,  go  on  in  a  conduifl  which  was  not 
to  be  juftified  by  the  principles  and  rules  laid  down  to  them  in  common  with 
all  mankind  :  and  in  this  part  of  the  examples  that  are  given  us,  we  fee  hu- 
man wifdom  and  ftrength  applied  in  a  great  variety  of  ways,  to  prevent  the 
dangers  coming  upon  them  with  which  they  were  threatened  ;  and  finally, 
they  are  found  to  be  attended  with  as  little  real  effedt,  as  a  man's  voice  or 
arm  has  upon  the  fury  oi  S  ftorm,  to  make  it  ceafe  or  change  its  courfe  :  the 
confequences  which  were  declared  to  be  connected  with  the  continuance  in 
that  which  was  wrong,  were  not  to  be  fruftrated  or  refilled  by  any  human 
policy  or  force.  ^ 

The  firft  branch  of  thefe  dlfcoverles  reprefent  the  Divine  Being  afting 
at  once  as  a  fovereign  and  parent,  with  a  benignity  that  included  in  it  every 
fubftantial  good,  refufing  nothing  which  would  not  injure  by  being  beftowed  : 
the  fecond  branch  fhews  the  Governor  of  the  earth,  executing  his  own  laws, 
and  inflifling  on  the  nations  that  would  continue  in  the  violation  of  them, 
the  penalties  annexed  to  offences  againft  natural  juftice  —  war,  famine,  pefti- 
lence,  and  all  the  variety  of  public  calamities :  among  the  fevereft  of  which 
feems  to  have  been  that  of  giving  up  thofe  that  had  made  themfelves 
thus  guilty,  to  their  own  hearts  defiresj  and  where  this  has  been  the  cafe, 
the  paffions  of  the  human  mind,  fet  on  work  by  its  natural  felfilhnefs,  have 
broken  through  all  reflraints,  and  trampled  on  all  the  relative  obligations  of 
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duty-,  interrupted  domeftic  peace,  diiUirbed  the  fettled  order  of  fociety,  and 
as  far  as  human  power  would  go,  affifted  by  thofe  that  were  diabolical,  have 
plundered,  opprelled,  enflaved,  and  would  have  thrown  the  whole  world  into 
confufion  and  mifery,  had  not  their  wrongs  toother  nations,  and  their  wicked- 
nefs  among  themfelves,  been  followed  by  an  increafe  of  their  own  weaknefs 
and  mifery,  till  they  are  loft  fight  of  in  total  ruin. 

But  in  this  hiftory  of  univerfal  government,  that  of  recovering  nations  and 
focieties  of  men  from  the  efFeds  of  their  own  ill  conduft,  makes  a  diflin- 
guifhed  branch.  And  here,  inftead  of  feeing  them  doomed  to  ruin  as  their 
inevitable  fate,  and  irrecoverable  when  once  corrupt ;  thofe  that  have  been  as 
much  fo  as  a  people  could  almoll:  poffibly  be,  when  there  has  been  but  one  to 
afK.  remiffion  of  the  threatened  ruin,  infinite  compaffion  has  been  willing  to 
fpare  thoufands  of  the  guilty  for  the  fake  of  a  few  that  were  not  fo.  It  feems 
only  to  have  been  when  tl'.ere  were  none  left  that  would  or  durft  oppofe  the 
general  corruption,  among  thofe  that  authorized  the  meafures  of  the  commu- 
nity, that  its  ruin  took  place.  And  even  then  nothing  is  more  evident,  than 
the  gracious  reludtance  with  which  the  penalties  of  his  juftice  approached  the 
fociety  on  which  they  were  to  be  inflidted  •,  and  foon  were  they  withdrawn 
when  the  people  that  formed  the  community,  or  a  few  of  thofe  that  direded 
its  meafures,  have  relented,  and  adopted  a  conduft  the  contrary  of  that  which 
had  called  for  the  calamities  with  which  they  were  vifited. 

When,  indeed,  this  has  not  been  the  cafe,  but  the  afting  members  of  the 
fociety  have  gone  on  in  a  courfe  of  injuftice  againft  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  continued  their  corruptions  among  themfelves,  notwithftanding  the 
fufferlngs  that  had  come  upon  them,  then  the  fevcrity  of  them  has  been  in- 
creafed  -,  war  has  been  exchanged  for  famine,  and  famine  has  been  followed 
by  peftilence ;  and  at  other  times,  thofe  that  have  been  charged  with  the  pub- 
lic interefts,  have  been  fo  divided  into  parties,  and  led  away  by  felfilh  views, 
and  a  fpirit  of  avarice,  to  fecure  all  they  could  for  themfelves,  their  families, 
and  dependents,  that  the  people  of  the  nation  have  been  fo  reduced,  and  all 
union  for  the  common  good  fo  loft  and  deftroyed,  that,  as  a  nation,  they 
have  finally  funk  under  the  fentence  of  univerfal  juftice,  for  the  offences  of  the 
community  againft  thofe  principles  and  rules  of  condud,  but  for  which  the 
people  of  every  country,  and  of  all  the  world,  would  be  in  a  ftate  of  conftant 
rapine  and  violence,  from  thofe  whofe  confcience  was  no  law  to  themfelves. 

P  p  2  But 
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But  even  in  thofe  cai'es,  when  a  people  have  been  deprived  of  their  power 
and  profperity  as  a  nation,  for  the  abufe  they  made  of  both,  the  fe.ifons  of 
public  diftrefs  and  danger,  have  been  the  feafons  when  individuals  have  been 
brought  into  the  pofieffion  of  higher  and  far  more  lading  advantages,  than 
the  happieft  ftate  of  human  fociety  can  afford. — When  they  have  feen  them- 
felves  furrounded  with  dangers,  that  could  neither  be  refilled  nor  evaded,  they 
have  found  time  to  refleft  on  the  part  they  themfelves  had  adled,  in  the  fociety 
which  had  thus  brought  upon  itlelf  the  difpleafure  of  the  Supreme  Being.— 
They  have  feen  themfelves  chargeable  with  a  load  of  complicated  guilt  as  in- 
dividuals ;  and  have  found  the  Judge  of  all  had  punifliments  to  inflidl  which 
could  penetrate  the  very  centre  of  the  foul,  and  render  them  completely 
miferable  -,  and  feeing  their  crimes  written  in  their  perfonai  diflrefs, 
the  mofl:  carelefs  and  daring  minds  have  been  filled  v,rith  dread  of  a  judge- 
ment to  come,  and  of  the  penalties  which  will  follow  that  judgement: 
they  have  abhorred  themfelves  for  their  forgetfulnefs  of  Him  that  mane  them, 
and  for  their  want  of  veneration  and  gratitude  to  that  infinite  goodnefs,  vvhich 
continually  bellowed  upon  them  all  they  polTefied  :  they  have  feen  themfelves 
criminal  againft  every  attribute  of  the  Divine  nature,  and  that  the  vefy  lan- 
guage of  their  lives  has  been  little  lefs  than  one  conftant  declaration  of  con- 
tempt of  the  Almighty's  will :  they  have  (hrunk  at  the  profpedl  of  appearing 
before  Him  whofe  prefence  they  found  they  mull  foon  approach,  by  decaying 
nature,  or  the  dangers  that  were  deflroying  thoufands  about  them  :  and  after 
trying  again  and  again  to  call  off"  their  horror  and  their  mifery,  among  thofe 
who  had  lived  as  little  for  the  real  end  of  living  as  themfelves,  and  finding 
that  they  could  no  more  fly  from  the  confequences  of  their  own  conduft, 
than  they  could  from  themfelves  ;  tired,  afliamed  of  the  life  they  had 
lived,  their  hearts  have  felt  a  fincere  regret,  and  when  they  were  ready  to 
fink  into  final  defpair,  they  have  found  themfelves  furprifed  with  that  happi- 
nefs  which  is  alone  worthy  of  an  immortal  nature;  and  God,  the  Author 
and  the  End  of  our  being,  has,  by  his  Spirit,  manifeiled  Himfelf  to  minds 
confcious  of  their  guilt  and  mifery,  as  at  once  willing  to  forgive  the  guilt,  and 
able  to  take  away  the  mifery :  they  have  found  themfelves  reconciled  to  infi- 
nite juftice  and  goodnefs,  by  that  Mediator  who  came  from  heaven  in  com- 
paflion  to  mankind,  tofeek  their  regard,  and  to  fave  them  that  would  be  faved, 
from  that  very  loft  and  ruined  ftate  into  which,  by  their  fecret  and  open 
offences  againft  truth,  purity,  and  integrity,  they  had  plunged  themfelves. — 

Thus 
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Thus  acquainted,  thus  reconciled  and  reftored  to  the  favour  of  the  gracious 
Governor  of  both  worlds,  inftead  of  feeing  themfelves  any  longer  as  the 
wretched  fubjefts  of  an  equally  wretched  ftate,  they  have  felt  themfelves  to  be 
heirs  of  a  better  kingdom  ;  for  their  diftrefTing  fears,  they  have  po/refled 
immortal  hopes;  the  intereft  of  a  few  uncertain  years  they  have  exchanged 
for  thofe  that  are  as  great  as  they  are  endlcls ;  and  for  the  friendfhip  of  the 
world,  they  have  received  the  friendfliip  of  God.  And  if  it  was  not  true 
that  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  might  be  faved  out  of  the  word  fituation 
which  it  is  poffible  for  either  to  be  in,  fliort  of  their  final  fentence  from  in- 
finite juftice;  all  thofe  calls  to  mankind,  in  the  revealed  will  of  the  Almighty, 
to  confider  their  paft  conduift,  could  never  have  been  given,  becaufe  they 
"would  have  been  ufelefs  in  themfelves. 

Concluding  then,  that  the  Divine  Being  does  not  any  more  will  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  a  nation,  than  he  does  the  death — the  endlefs  ruin  of  a  fingle 
perfon,  if  either  the  one  or  the  other  will  ceafe  to  do  that,  which,  if  continued 
in,  by  necelTary  and  unalterable  confequence,  muft  procure  tlitir  deftrudion 
and  final  ruin  ;  it  is,  of  courfe,  of  the  laft  moment,  both  to  individuals,  and 
to  men  afting  together  in  a  ftate  of  civil  fociety,  to  enquire  how  far  the  incon- 
veniences, the  difficulties,  and  the  diftrefsthey  find  themfelves  under,  are  the 
efFeds  of  what  they  themfelves  have  done,  and  how  far  they  are  continuino- 
in  the  very  fpirit  of  the  fame  conduft.  And  concluding,  that  all  that  has  be- 
fallen this  country  and  its  colonies,  does  amount  to  a  fufficicnt  difcovery 
of  the  Divine  difpleafure -,  there  feems  to  be  every  reafon  to  turn  our 
attention  to  examine  what  our  conduft  has,  in  facSb,  been ;  and  when  we  have 
taken  a  view  of  it,  within  the  period  of  our  enquiry,  then  to  enquire  what 
confequences  are  reafonably  to  be  expeded  from  a  continuation  in  the  fpirit 
of  that  condudl,  was  the  whole  empire  placed,  to  day,  in  the  very  fame  fitua- 
tion in  which  it  was  immediately  after  the  peace  in  1763. 

Looking  upon  the  whole  nation  as  one  great  public  charader,  we  need  not 
fpend  many  moments  in  colleding  its  general  temper  at  the  end  of  the  laft 
war.  The  fuccefs  that  had  attended  our  arms  in  every  part  of  tlie  world  to 
which  they  were  fent,  being  fo  often  publifhed  by  the  authority  of  the  ftate, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  fubjeds,  in  general,  were  led  to  look  upon  them- 
felves as  pofTefled  of  a  power,  far  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  people.  The 
nation  looked  upon  itfelfas  a  great  conqueror;  and^  both  in  this  country,  and 
in  the  colonies,  the  vaft  fortunes  that  had  been  made  by  the  fpoil  of  our  ene- 
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mies,  and  by  the  immenfe  fums  that  were  fpent  by  our  ov/ii  government,  made 
choiifands  afiTume  the  carriiige  and  appearance  of  men,  who  thought  themfelves- 
independent  ot'  all  the  world  ;  fo  that  our  vidlories,  our  riches,  and  the  addi- 
tion that  had  been  made  to  the  dominions  in  America,  were  the  means  of 
filling  the  minds  of  multitudes  with  thofe  fentiments,  which,  wherever  they 
exilt  and  bear  rule,  are,  in  their  nature,  produdlive  of  mifery  to  their  pof- 
ll-fTors,  and  of  evil  to  all  others,  where  the  effefts  of  them  fpread.  The 
fuccefs  which  fo  many  had  met  with,,  and  the  fccurity  with  which  they 
thought  they  poflcfled  their  riches,  became  the  means  of  fetting  the 
minds  of  thoufands  on  fire  to  obtain  wealth  by  any  means,  that  they 
might  be  able  to  appear  with  fome  degree  of  equality  to  thofe  whom 
they  remembered  once  to  have  been  as  low  as  themfelves ;  but  who  were  now, 
by  the  mere  influence  of  their  property,  mixing  and  connefting  themfelves  with 
our  nobility  and  gentry.  Thoufands,  without  either  wealth,  or  means  to 
obtain  it,  to  any  confiderable  degree,  could  not  endure  to  fee  themfelves 
fo  much  below  their  equals.  They  affumed  that  appearance  on  credit, 
which  others  had  done  by  the  real  acquifition  of  property;  and  from 
the  head  of  the  empire  to  its  remoteft  borders,  taking  in  the  whole  circle,  new 
modes  of  expence  fpread,  like  the  waves  of  a  rifing  flood,  and  luxury  and  fen- 
fualiry  kept  pace  with  fhew  and  appearance.  The  example  of  one  vain  or 
unworthy  paflion  increafing  another,  and  new  ways  of  expence  creating  nevir 
necefTities  -,  thoufands,  that  had  infenfibly,  perhaps,  at  firft  been  carried  away 
by  the  torrent,  foon  found  themfelves  fo  far  gone  from  moderate  ways  of  liv- 
ing, that  tiiey  were  out  of  their  depth;  and  inftead  of  attempting  to  return, 
they  entered  upon  fiich  hazardous  and  defperate  endeavours  to  acquire  for- 
tunes, as  have  yearly  ruined  numbers  in  all  ranks  of  life;  whilft  as  many 
more,  by  means  little  more  to  be  commended,  have  been  labouring  to  fave 
themfelves  from  finking  beneath  the  rank  and  appearance  they  had  taken  upon 
themfelves. 

Whilst  the  moft  bufy  and  aftive  part  of  the  nation  were  thus,  by  the  un- 
warrantable increafe  of  their  expences,  laying  themfelves  under  a  necefllty  to 
have  money  by  any  means,  it  became  generally  underftood  among  us,  that 
feveral  of  our  fellow  fubjeds  had  poffcfTed  themfelves  of  great  fortunes,  in  a 
country  in  Afia,  abounding  with,  riches.  The  truth  of  the  report  was  foon 
confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  many  witneffes  ;  and  when  feveral  were  feen,  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  proofs  of  real  affluence,  the  leading  members  of.the  ftate 

became. 
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became  parlies  in  the  plans  that  were  fuggefted  to  them  for  acquiring  wealth 
and  dominion  in  that  country.  And  when  the  landion  of  their  ccncurrence 
appeared,  the  managers  of  the  company  trading  to  India  were  preflTed  upon,  as 
minifters  of  ftate,  to  fend  out  new  adventurers  into  this  rich  country;  and 
though  there  are  tens  of  thoufands  who  neither  fent  nor  delired  to  fend  any 
that  belonged  to  them,  yet  there  does  not  feem  to  be  any  rank  or  profelTion 
which,  in  fome  degree  or  other,  did  not  take  part  in  the  defigns  tliat  were  going 
forward  in  India.  What  thofe  defigns  w<rre,  will  appear  by  the  annexed 
Evidence  of  our  tranfadtions  in  the  Eail-Indies.  They  were,  in  fhort,  to  en- 
rich ourfelves,  at  the  expence  of  the  people  of  that  country  ;  and  this,  not  by 
commerce,  but  by  war  and  conqueft. 

Thf  people  of  this  country  were  firfl:  admitted  into  India  by  the  favour 
of  their  princes,  as  foreigners  might  be  allowed  to  have  faftories  in  any  of  the 
fea-ports  of  this  kingdom.  And  after  carrying  on  a  beneficial  commerce  with 
them  for  many  years,  a  war  commenced  between  the  reigning  prince  of  Ben- 
gal and  fome  of  our  forces.  Before  they  met  in  the  field,  a  treaty  was  made 
with  one  of  the  firfl;  generals  in  the  prince's  army,  to  betray  his  mafl:er  in  the 
day  of  battle;  on  the  condition,  that  if  we  were  fuccefsful  in  confequence  of 
his  doing  fo,  he  was  to  be  rewarded  with  the  dominions  of  his  maftcr.  A 
perfon  of  rank  in  the  country,  to  whom  the  defign  became  known,  threatened 
to  difcover  it  to  the  prince ;  but  before  he  did  fo,  an  agreement  was  flruck  to 
give  him  a  large  fum  out  of  his  mafter's  treafury,  if  the  event  of  the  war  was  in 
our  favour.  The  prince,  feeing  himfelf  betrayed,  fled  from  the  field  of  battle, 
and  that  night  from  his  palace.  Notwithftanding  the  difguife  in  which  he 
went  to  the  houfe  of  one  of  his  fubjefts,  he  was  known  to  him.  It  was  a 
peri'on  that  had  received  an  a£l  of  injufl:ice  from  him.  He  was  I'ecured,  and 
fcnt  back  to  his  palace  ;  he  did  not  furvive  the  night  of  his  airival.  His 
treafures  were  divided.  We  took  a  large  fum.  But  no  regard  was  paid  to 
the  agreement  folemnly  made  to  procure  the  filent  concurrence  of  the  courtier, 
who  had  threatened  to  difcover  our  defign. 

Those  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  country  that  gained  moft  by  this  firfl;  revolu- 
tion, retired,  and  left  the  management  of  our  afi^airs  in  the  hands  of  others ; 
and  notwithfl;anding  the  treaty  made  with  the  firft  perfon  we  advanced,  was 
confirmed  by  folemn  oaths,  that  we  fliould  fupport  him  in  the  government, 
yet  he   was  foon   depofed,  and  a  large   fum    was  taken  of  his  fucceffor ; 

who 
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who  himfelf  was  foon  driven  from  the  government,  and  his  predeceflbr  refto- 
red  }  from  whom  we  again  received  another  large  fum.  He  died,  and  his  fon 
was  appointed  in  his  ftead.  Another  large  fum  was  extorted  from  him.  At 
this  time  we  were  at  war  with  the  prince  of  a  country  bordering  on  the  pro- 
vinces we  had  already  under  our  power.  With  this  prince  was  the  emperor 
of  India,  They  were  reduced  by  our  forces  to  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to 
our  terms  ;  which  were,  the  giving  us  a  formal  grant  of  the  provinces  before 
taken,  and  a  farther  large  fum  of  money. 

When  we  had  thus  gotten  the  country  entirely  in  our  power,  the  few  articles, 
which  were  there  among  the  neceffaries  of  life,  were  taken  under  our  manage- 
ment. The  people  who  raifed  or  made  thofe  articles,  were  only  allowed  to 
ftll  them  to  us :  the  inhabitants  could  buy  only  of  thofe  we  appointed  to  fell; 
they  had  no  choice,  but  to  do  without  them,  or  comply  with  our  terms ;  and 
we  gave  them  examples  of  public  feverity  to  fuch  as  did  not,  that  terror  might 
produce  the  effedt  that  was  defired.  As  fome  of  our  people  enriched  them- 
felves,  aod  came  away,  others  went  among  them  from  us.  The  people  of  the 
country  were  difpirited,  and  all  induftry  appeared  to  be  hopelefs  labour.  Our 
wars  and  opprefiions  were  then  followed  by  fcarcity  :  this  brought  the  natural 
plenty  of  the  country  wjthin  the  reach  of  other  monopolies.  A  famine  en- 
fued : — fcores  of  men,  women  and  children,  that  came  about  our  houfes  in 
the  evenings,  to  cry  for  food  to  us,  who  had  them  and  all  things  in  our  power, 
were  found  dead  in  the  mornings.  The  living  would  not,  or  cared  not  to 
bury  the  dead.  The  total  number  faid  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  our  wars, 
driven  away  from  their  country  by  their  dread  of  us,  and  ftarved  to  death 
under  our  management,  is  three  millions ;  the  eftimated  number  of  all  the 
people  of  North  America  before  the  war  began. 

Whilst  all  this  bufinefs  was  going  forward  in  India,  thofe  of  our  fellow- 
fubjei5ls  that  had  enriched  themfelves  with  the  property  of  this  unhappy 
people,  were,  one  after  another,  coming  home  among  us  -,  many  of  them  pur- 
chafed  great  cftates,  and  appeared  on  the  feats  of  the  legiflature.  The  mana- 
gers of  the  company  in  England,  made  many  complaints  of  the  condufl  of 
their  fervants  in  India;  but  at  the  time  they  did  this,  they  gave  prefling  orders 
for  the  colledion  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  acquired  in  their  name.  Many 
public  complaints  were  made  againft  the  general  proceedings  -,  but  at  the  time 
they  were  made,  we  were  receiving,  as  a  nation,  the  payment  of  a  large  fum 
out  of  the  common  fpoil.  At  length  a  public  enquiry  was  made,  by  examining 

the 
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the  principal  perfons.     The  papers  publifhed  on  this  occafion,  contain  a  con- 
ncfled  ftate  of  a  part  of  the  evidence.     As  a  nation,  we  acquitted  them  alj  • 
no  penalty  was  laid,  no  reparation  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  furvivors  of 
the  people  who  had  fufFered  under  our  oppreffions  :  not  a  fingle  punifhment 
was  ,nfl,fted  on  one  of  their  oppreflbrs.  The  whole  proceedings  were  publifhed 
mong  .s,  and  after  they  were  fo.  .any  of  the  na.es  that 'appeared  a.on' 
the  firft  authors  of  all  that  was  done  in  India,  were  feated   among  the  repre! 
fentatives  of  the  people  of  this  country.     Their  conduft  has  recfived  alUhe 
fanftion  that  a  total  acquittal,  public  ftations,  and  a  general  welcome  amon.ft 
a  people  can  g,ve  them.     The  country  they  thus  obtained,  this  country  holds 
or  endeavours  to  hold  to  this  day.     The  dominions  that  have  been  taki  fJom 
the  pnnces  of  the  country;  all  the  means  that  have  been  ufed  in  obtainTnlthe 
many  millions  of  property  that  have  been  brought  away  from  the  people  of  that 
country,  by  the  people  of  this,  (lands  without  a  fingle  cenfure  from  u   as  a 
na  lon      On  the  contrary,  the  whole  appears,  to  this  day,  with  all  the  appro 
val  which  the  fociety  of  a  nation  can  give,  to  make  that  which  has  beenXn; 
hy  a  few,  the  a<a  of  the  whole.  °^^ 

The  condua  of  this  country  to  the  people  of  AFRICA,   has  conti- 
nt^d  the  fame  for  fo  many  years,  that  the  moll  public  endeavours  of  fever  1    ■ 
individuals,  to  make  us  look  upon  that  condud  as  criminal  in  itfelf,  have  no 
produced  any  reformation,  or  removal  of  that  fanftion  which  is  given  bj  the 
ftate  to  the  trade  which  at  once  produces  and  tolerates  all  the  iil-treatL  n 
-which  the  Africans  receive  at  our  hands.  treatment 

•  ^^Z^T  w  a  ff"'  ""^  plantations  belonging  to  this  country,  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  ^^^ft-IndIes,  have  been  found,  from  their  firft  fettlemen  fiVL 
raifing  rice,  tobacco,  cotton,  fugar,  and  fpirits  made  from  the  fugar  c  'ne  and 
fome  other  articles,  at  once  agreeable  and  beneficial  to  us  :-in  orde  ' cul 
tivate  the  ground  on  which  thefe  things  are  raifed,  we  have  long  be  ac  f 
tomed  to  fend  our  fl.ps  to  the  coafts  of  Al^ica,  to  procure  the  peon  e  of  hat 
country  to  perform  the  neceiTary  labour  ^^ 

The  people  of  Africa,  it  is  evident,  have  the  fame  natural  reluflance  to 
leave  their  own  country,  and  become  our  fervants,  .s  the  people  onhifountrv 
would  have  to  l.ave  our  coafts,  and  go  to  that  country  and  becom      hTi    fc7 

::?:;ate     aTtlesTot^^""^^l'^"^r'^'  "7'  '^--^■■"S^heir  livesl^  tmoft 
ddperate  battles,  to  prevent  their  being  forced  away  from  thefr  native  abode 

^°  into 
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into  our  hands ;  and  during  the  currency  of  our  trade,  as  it  is  called,  a  much 
greater  number  appear  to  be  yearly  deftroyed,  to  prevent  their  being  taken 
away,  than  all  we  obtain. 

We  firft  difcovered  what  were  the  things  which  we  could  take  from  this 
country  to  theirs,  that  would  produce  the  fame  effefts  as  gold  and  filver 
would,  on  the  minds  of  men,  in  any  country,  who  are  governed  by  no  better 
principle  than  that  of  their  own  immediate  gain,  or  gratifying  their  own  in- 
clinations. We  went  to  //><■/>  coafts,  taking  thefe  articles  with  us,  and  offered 
them  as  inducements  to  their  chief  men  to  fell  us  thofe  they  had  in  their 
power,  or  could  lay  hold  of  among  thofe  that  were  not  under  their  immediate 
authority.  Afcer  fome  time,  we  forced  our  way  into  their  country,  and 
built  forts  to  proteifl  the  trade  we  had  begun ,  and  for  years  paft,  we  have 
been  carrying  away  many  thoufands  of  men,  women  and  children  annually 
to  our  colonies  and  plantations. — With  very  few  exceptions,  if  any,  all  that 
we  have  taken  away,  that  were  of  an  age  to  know  where  they  were  going, 
were  put  into  our  power  by  force  ;  and  whatever  the  cuftoms  of  their  own 
country  may  be,  as  much  againft  their  will  as  it  could  poflibly  be  againft  that 
of  the  people  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  to  be  taken  away  by  force, 
and  made  (laves  for  life  to  the  people  of  any  other  country  in  the  world. 

'The  people  thus  obtained  and  carried  away  in  our  (hips  are  fold  by  them 
as  cattle  ;  and  though  there  may  have  been  many  inftances  of  their  meeting 
with  humane  mafters,  and  feveral  of  them  having  their  liberty  given  them, — 
yet  if  this  has  been  the  cafe  with  one  in  ten  thoufand,  it  is  probably  as  large  a 
proportion  as  have  met  with  this  treatment ;  all  the  reft  were  (laves  for  lifej 
their  ofispring  Qaves,  and  all  that  defcend  again  from  them.  And  if  the  for- 
mal refolutions  we  have  made  for  governing  them,  may  be  called  laws,  they 
are  laws  to  place  them  in  a  condition  much  worfe  than  are  cattle  ufed  for  any 
fort  of  labour  in  this  country  -,  befides  beating  and  whipping  them  to  make 
them  do  our  work,  How  often  has  it  been  among  thecorredions  of  negroccs,  to 
throw  knives  and  forks  at  their  poor  defencelefs  perfons  ?  An  unruly  horfe  is 
often  feen  to  be  correfted  with  feverity  ;  but  whoever  heard  of  it  as  a  punifh- 
ment  eftabliflied  among  us,  that  if  fuch  an  animal  (hould  be  unruly  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  his  mafter  (hould  chop  off  half  a  foot  ?  But  this  is  among  the  pu- 
ni(hments  provided  for  the  people  of  Africa  in  (lavery  to  the  people  of  this  na- 
tion :  and  wherein  we  have  diftinguifhed  them^  from  cattle.the  diftinAion  itfelf 
fhews  the  impious  length  to  which  our  oppreffion  of  them  has  proceeded.     If 

•    a  mafter 
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3.  maftcr  murders  his  (lave,  when  he  only  meant  to  vent  the  brutal  pafllons  of 
his  own  ungoverned  mind  upon  him,  it  is  provided  by  public  authority 
in  fome  of  the  plantations,  that  the  mafter  lliall  pay  but  a  fine  of  a 
few  pounds.  That  they  ar«  fed  and  taken  care  of,  with  a  view  to  preferve 
them  in  health,  and  to  prolong  their  lives,  is  certainly  true;  but,  in  general, 
the  care  and  kind  treatment  which  the  working  cattle  in  England  meet  with, 
from  chofe  they  belong  to,  places  them  in  a  fituation,  as  to  all  rhe  comforts  of 
mere  animal  life,  much  fuperior  to  the  circumftances  under  which  the  people 
we  bring  from  Africa  live  and  die  in  our  fervice. 

This  conduft  appears  to  be  as  much  the  condufl  of  the  whole  country,  as 
any  thing  which  is  done  by  a  few  can  be  made  the  aft  of  all.  Our  national 
arms  protect  the  (hips  that  carry  thefe  unhappy  people  to  their  endlefs  flavery  i 
we  fight  for  and  defend  the  ground  on  which  they  fuffer  their  miferable  op- 
preffions,  as  much  as  if  it  was  within  the  ifland  in  which  our  nation  is  feated. 
We  ufe  the  things  which  thefe  men,  women  and  children  are  made  flaves,  in 
order  to  cultivate-,  and  as  a  nation,  we  have  a  conftant  regard  to  the  advan- 
tages which  refuk  from  their  (lavery. 

About  one-third  of  the  number  that  are  taken  away  from  Africa,  are  fiid 
to  lofe  their  lives,  or  deftroy  themfelves,  either  in  the  voyage,  or  before  they 
become  of  much  ufe  to  us  in  our  fettlements.  The  accounts  of  the  total 
number  taken  away  within  a  year,  are  fometimes  as  high  as  an  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  ;  at  other  times  as  low  as  fixty  thoufand  :  and  the  prefent  war 
has  prevented  almoft  any  being  carried  away.  But  the  trade  is  only  difcon- 
tinucd  againft  our  confent,  and  for  want  of  power  to  carry  it  on ;  and  the 
whole  of  it  is  Handing  under  the  fame  fanftion  it  had  when  it  was  continued. 

Nearly  allied  to  this  treatment,  is  that  which  the  native  inhabitants  of 
AMERICA  met  with  from  thofe  that  went  from  among  us.  But  this,  like 
the  former,  has  been  fo  long  continued,  that  we  may  have  ceafed  to  think  it 
ever  %vas,  or  is  at  this  time  chargeable  againft  us  as  a  crime,  to  have  driven 
away  the  people  from  the  country,  which  they  were  as  much  ufed  to  confide- 
as  their  own,  as  ever  the  people  of  this  country  were  to  confider  the 
houfe  they  lived  in  as  their  own.  Excepting  in  a  fingle  province,  where  a 
few  of  our  countrymen  regulated  their  condufl  to  the  natives  by  the  principles 
of  equity;  in  all  the  reft,  we  forced  our  way  wherever  our  inclinations  led 
us,  as  far  as  wc  could  j  and  when  a  regard  to  our  own  fafety  obliged  us  to 
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make  terms  with  the  poor  people  we  had  invaded,  and  boundaries  were 
"fixed  by  public  contrads,  we  broke  them  whenever  we  faw  ourfelves  fuperior 
to  them,  'till  we  poflefied  ourfelves  of  all  that  vaft  country,  for  which  we 
have  been  contending  as  our  right  and  dominion. 


Our    treatment    of    the    CARIBBES    of 

St.     VINCENT. 


The  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  was  inhabited  by  fome  of  the  original  natives 
of  South-America.  About  fifty  years  fince,  a  fhip  filled  with  men,  women 
and  children,  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  her  way  to  fome  other  ifland,  was 
wrecked  upon  that  of  St.  Vincent.  The  native  Americans  received  the 
Africans  among  them.  They  faw  they  had  come  with  no  defign  to  do  them 
any  wrong ;  they  gave  them  a  part  of  their  little  country,  and  they  grew  up 
tooether  till  they  became  one  people.  When  the  French  had  that  ifland, 
limits  were  agreed  on, and  iheCaribbes,  as  they  are  called, poffefled  their  lands 
in  peace  and  fafety.  On  thefe  terms  the  French  ceded  the  ifland  to  us.  But 
after  the  late  war,  we  began  to  cut  roads  through  their  lands;  they  law  we 
were  going  to  take  their  poffeffions  from  them,  and  to  prevent  this,  as  they 
were  more  in  number,  they  took  all  our  workmen  prifoners,  and  kept  them 
till  they  were  affured  that  we  would  proceed  no  farther  ;  and  when  this  was 
done,  they  let  all  our  people  go,  without  having  done  to  any  of  them  theleafb 
hurt.  Our  foldiers  were  foon  hurried  down  to  this  ifland,  toadt  againft  thefe 
people,  in  a  feafon  which  coft  many  of  them  their  lives.  The  officers  that 
commanded  in  this  war,  thought  it  a  very  difhonourable  one ;  but  they  who 
were  intruded  with  the  direflion  of  the  public  meafures,  adted  as  if  it  was  not 
only  juft  but  neceflary  ;  and  this  was  the  fenfe  which,  as  a  nation,  we  paffed 
upon  it.     So  many  of  them  were  killed,  as  made  the  reft  fubmit  to  our 
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pleafure.  In  this  tranfadion  we  followed  the  example  of  thofe  of  our  nation, 
who  had  before  difregarded  the  natural  rights  of  men,  and  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, in  poflefling  themfelves  of  many  parts  of  the  provinces  of  America  ; 
by  deftroying  the  ancient  inhabitants,  who,  as  it  was  proved,  would  have  let 
us  have  had  all  we  wanted,  for  little  more  than  a  civil  acknowledgement. — 
In  this  fmall  inftance,  we  fet  our  feal  to  all  the  unjuft  conduct  our  country- 
men had  been  guilty  of  againft  the  Indians ;  by  letting  all  that  had  been 
done  againft  thefe  poor  Caribbes  pafs  without  a  fingle  cenfure  either  on  thofe 
that  propofed  the  cruel  treatment  of  them,  or  on  thofe  without  whofe  autho- 
rity it  could  not  have  been  carried  into  execution,  and  by  leaving  them  at 
the  mercy  of  their  oppreffors.  After  the  whole  tranfaftion  was  enquired  into, 
it  amounted  to  little  lefs  than  a  public  declaration,  that  all  the  obligations  of 
natural  juftice  and  humanity  muft  give  place  to  the  prefent  intereft  of  our 
own  people,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  where  they  had  themfelves,  or  we  could 
give  them  the  fuperiority. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  defign  with  which  this  view  of  our  national  condudl  is 
taken,  to  attempt  to  make  any  tranfaftion  appear  in  any  other  light  than  that 
in  which  it  is  placed  by  the  fads  as  they  were.  And  if  the  reader  (hoiild 
think,  that  this  part  of  our  conduft  was  not  that  flagrant  injuftlcc 
that  it  is  here  taken  to  be,  he  may,  perhaps  alter  his  opinion,  if  he  will  only 
confider  thefe  poor  men  to  be  no  other  than  an  equal  number  of  little  farmers 
and  gardeners  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  where  they,  and  their  fathers  before 
them,  had  lived  in  peace,  for  a  long  courfe  of  years ;  on  lands  to  which  they 
were  allowed  to  have  an  undeniable  right.  And  thus  confidering  them,  let 
him  fuppofe  a  few  ftrangers  coming  and  piirchafing  eftates  near  to  thefe  poor 
people,  and  foon  afterwards  beginning  toenter  upon  their  lands  as  if  they  were 
their  own  -,  but  meeting  with  refiftance  from  the  people  whof:  rights  they  in- 
vaded, the  ftrangers  promife  not  to  moleft  them  any  farther-,  upon  thi«, 
the  neighbourhood  is  feen  to  be  again  in  peace ;  till  of  a  fudden  the 
forces  of  the  government  came  and  fell  upon  the  helplefs  inhabitants, 
killed  thofe  that  appeared  to  make  refiftance,  and  then  drove  away 
the  reft  from  their  native  fpots,  giving  the  ftrangers  leave  to  take  what 
they  thought  good  of  their  little  poflefTions.  Let  us  therr  fuppofe  the  oflicers 
that  commanded  on  this  fervice,  looking  upon  it  with  abhorrence,  and  ex- 
preffing  themfelves  in  terms  fuitable  to  their  honeft  feelings.  Let  us  then  fee 
the  people  of  the  country  in  which  this  was  denejaftembled,  and  receiving  the 
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reprefentation  of  all  tliefe  fads,  let  us  hear  one  of  their  own  magiftrates  affurc 
them,  that  the  men  thus  treated  had  all  been  under  his  authority,  and  that 
they  were  a  peaceable  people,  living  agreeably  to  their  OTvn  cuftoms,  upon 
their  pofleffions,  without  ever  being  known  to  difcover  any  defire  to  intrude, 
in  the  leaft  degree,  on  the  rights  of  others  ;  we  may  then  afk  ourfelves,  what 
we  fhould  think  of  the  charader  of  that  nation,  whofe  public  fenti^nce  de- 
clared, that  there  v/as  nothing  wrong  in  all  that  had  been  done — that  the  men 
who  had  defigned  and  authorifed  all  this,  had  done  it  becaufe  it  was  their 
intereft  and  their  pleafure ;  and  that  the  intereft  of  native  fubjeds  and 
the  pleafLires  of  men  in  public  ftations,  were  worthy  of  much  more  con- 
fideration,  than  the  rights  and  lives  of  a  few  hundred  people,  of  whom 
we  knew  nothing  more  than  that  they  were  of  foreign  extradion.  But  when 
the  reader  has  leen  this  part  of  our  public  conduiSb  in  its  juft  degree  of 
enormity,  he  has  certainly  only  feen  a  very  minute  reprefentation  of  what  has 
been  done,  and  approved  of  by  the  people  of  this  country,  to  the  natives  of 
Afia,  of  Africa,  and  of  America. 

What  our  condufl  has  been  to  the  other  countries  in  Europe,  may  alfo 
be  enquired. 

One  of  the  firft  things  that  engaged  the  attention  of  Europe,  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  late  war  in  1 763, was  the  unequal  contefl:  between  the  French 
nation  and  the  people  of  CORSICA.  The  republic  of  Genoa  had  long 
wanted  to  govern  the  Corficans  againll  their  confent ;  and  when  the  Genoefe 
found  themfelves  unable  to  do  it,  they  afilgned  their  right  in  the  people  of 
Corfica,  as  their  fubjefls,  to  France,  who  fent  her  troops  to  take  polTeflion  of 
the  ifland.  The  people  in  Corfica  were  as  entire  flrangers  to  the  French,  as 
the  people  of  any  county  of  England  are;  and  dreading  an  unconditional 
fubjedion  to  a  country,  whofe  laws,  language,  and  cuftoms  were  unknown  to 
them,  they  endeavoured  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  French  forces,  as  be- 
fore they  had  done  againft  thofe  of  Genoa.  Their  cafe  became  publicly 
known  among  us,  and  fome  looking  upon  it  in  a  degree  as  their  own,  fent 
them  fupplies.  The  effcfl  which  the  receipt  of  provifions  or  military  ftores 
would  produce  among  them,  may  eafily  be  conceived,  when  we  confider  what 
they  knew  of  our  fituation  at  that  time,  and  what  they  felt  of  their  own. 
The  natural  reluftance  which  mankind  have  to  be  under  the  abfolute  govern- 
ment 
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,  ment  of  foreigners,  and  the  hopelefs  inequality  of  numbers,  which  the  Cor- 
ficans  knew  they  had  to  their  invaders,  rendered  them  defperate.  The  fight 
of  a  fingle  fliip  from  our  nation,  was  the  moft  encouraging  circumftance 
which  could  have  appeared  to  them.  They  knew  we  had  fuch  a  fuperiority 
at  fea,  to  the  French  nation,  that  if  we  did  but  declare  ourlelves  their  friends, 
and  order  one  of  our  men  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  to  fail  a  few  times 
round  their  ifland,  it  would  be  enough  to  prevent  France  from  any  further 
attempts  to  extend  her  dominion  by  their  oppreflion.  The  receipts  of  pre- 
fents  from  us,  naturally  filled  the  minds  of  a  people,  in  their  fituation,  with 
hopes  that  we  would  not  have  given  them  any  fuch  encouragement  to  hold 
out,  if  we  did  not  mean  to  do  more  for  them.  They  went  on  to  fell  their 
country  as  dear  as  they  could  to  the  French  ;  they  killed  many  of  them  ■, 
and  after  they  had  provoked  them  to  the  utmofl  by  their  refiftance,  we  flood 
and  looked  on,  till  France  fhot  and  executed  as  many  as  were  fufiicient  to 
fliew  all  the  reft,  that  death  or  unconditional  fubmiflion,  was  all  the  choice 
they  had. 

Our  privity,  as  a  nation,  to  all  this,  with  the  power  to  prevent  it,  wasonjy 
to  be  excufed  by  the  fuppofed  right  of  France,  to  do  all  Ihe  did  to  the  Cor- 
licans,  as  fubjefts  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.  But  if  this  was  lb,  why  did  we  al- 
low fupplies  to  be  feat  to  a  people,  to  flrengthen  their  hands,  in  rebellion  againll 
their  lawful  government?  It  was  done  openly  and  publicly  by  thole  who 
did  it;  and  as  a  nation,  we  certainly  ought  not  to  have  allowed  either  provi- 
fions  or  ftores  to  have  been  fent  to  ihofe,  who  we  knew  would  be.  enabled  by 
thefe  means  to  hold  out  the  longer  againft  legal  authority,  and  who  would  ufe 
the  aid  we  gave  them,  in  deftroying  the  people  of  a  nation  with  whom  we 
were  at  peace.  If  we  allowed  the  Corficans  to  be  killed,  and  the  furvivors  to 
be  enflaved,  becaufe  they  were  in  a  fiate  of  rebellion,  on  what  principles  do 
we  juft'.fy  to  the  French  nation,  the  countenance  and  fuppurt  which  the: 
general  of  the  Corficans  met  with  from  us  immediately  after  he  retired  from 
his  country,  and  for  many  years  after,  down  to  the  prelcnt  day.  But  if  all  this 
was  not  countenancing  and  fuppurting  fubjeits  in  a  ilate  of  oppofition  to 
the  lawful  authority  to  which  they  ought  to  have  lubmictcd;  our  conduift 
on  the  other  hand  was  that  r/hich  is  fo  much  condemned  by  the  principle  of 
all  the  laws,  divine  and  human,  which  make  thofc  that  ftand  by  and  fee 
crimes  committed,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  them,  parties  with  thofc 
that  perpetrated  them. 

To. 
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To  the  TURKISH  NATION,  our  conduft  feems  to  have  contributed 
to  their  forced  fubmiffion  to  the  hard  terms  of  peace  propofed  by  Ruffia  ; 
and,  in  confequence,  their  fubmiffion  to  the  fcandalous  divifion  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Poland. 

The  Turks  feeing  themfelves  in  danger  from  the  defigns  of  Ruffia,  were 
obliged  to  depart  from  that  fyftem  by  which  they  had  preferved  themfelves  in 
peace,  for  many  years,  with  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  head  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire  giving  to  the  world  a  proof,  which  indeed  was  not  wanted,  that 
vaft  dominions  would  not  fatisfy  the  human  mind,  pufhed  her  way  fouth- 
ward.  The  Turks  were  guilty  of  no  encroachment.  They  were  obliged  to 
enter  into  a  war  to  defend  their  own  country  ;  not  knowing  where  an  ambition' 
might  ftop,  that  was  not  fatisfied  with  an  empire,  the  extent  of  which  was 
hardly  difcovered. 

After  feveral  fevere  conflicts,  the  Ruffians  got  the  advantage  ;  yet  it  was 
not  fuch  as  to  produce  the  efFed  they  defigned  by  the  war.  To  accom- 
plilh  their  purpofe,  they  fent  a  fleet  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean,  and 
invaded  the  Turkifh  dominions  on  that  fide-,  and  this  obliged  the  Turks  to 
fubmit  to  the  terms  on  which  the  peace  was  concluded.  The  dominions  of 
the  king  and  republic  of  Poland,  were  then  divided,  by  that  title  which  foxes 
and  wolves  have  to  their  prey,  and  added  to  the  dominions  of  the  three 
crowns,  which  yet  hold  the  pofl"effion  of  what  was  fo  obtained.  The  diftrefs 
and  mifery  of  the  king,  the  nobility,  and  people  of  Poland,  appear,  by  the 
account  of  their  oppreffions,  to  have  been  as  great  as  a  people  could  wejl  fuf- 
fcr  i  and  all  that  one  could  imagine  the  king,  nobility,  and  people  of  this 
our  own  country  would  fuffcr,  if  the  fame  three  powers  were  again  to  cJub 
their  rufflan  ftrength  to  divide  this  kingdom  among  them. 

No  knowledge  is  pretended  of  what  paiTes  in  courts  -,  all  that  is  here  in- 
tended to  be  fpoken  of,  is  only  that  which  was  adtually  done ;  this  appears 
certain,  that  the  government  of  Turkey  was  on  that  fide  which  was  oppofed 
to  the  divifion  of  the  dominions  of  Poland  -,  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that,  as 
a  nation,  we  or  our  rulers  were  on  the  contrary  fide.  One  of  the  firfl  naval 
engineers,  among  the  Britilh  admirals,  was  fent  to  Peterfburgh,  to  direft  the 
preparation  of  the  Ruffian  tliips  of  war ;  and  when  they  were  ready  for  fea, 
other  Britifh  officers  took  charge  of  their  navigation,  under  the  nominal  com- 
nund  of  a  Ruffian  nobleman.  At  the  time  the  Ruffian  fiiips  were  expe<fled  in 
our  feas,  on  their  voyage  to  the  Mediterranean,  orders  were  given  that  they 
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'fhould  be  afiifted  by  our  pilots,  and  accommodated  in  any  of  our  ports.  They 
arrived,  were  refuted,  and  failed  dire(5tiy  from  this  country  agalnft  Turkey, 
when  they  were  the  immediate  means  of  producing  the  effect  they  were  in- 
tended to  produce  —  a  neceflity  in  the  Turlcifli  nation  to  fub.TMt  to  the 
terms  of  Ruffia,  and  the  defigns  againft  Poland.  The  government  and 
people  of  Turkey  had  done  nothing  to  give  us  fo  much  ,as  a  pretext  to  aflill 
their  enemy  in  going  againft  them  •,  neither  did  we  give  the  Turks  any  caufc 
to  apprehend  fuch  injury  from  us ;  but  on  the  contrary,  we  continued 
our  ambaflador  among  them,  and  he  did  not  leave  that  court  till  fome  time 
after  the  .Ruffian  fhips  had  done. thern  all  the  mifchief,  on  that  fide  of  the 
country. 

To  fee  this  part  of  our  national  conduct  in  the  light  which  thofe  faw  it  in 
who  were  affefted  by  it,  or  all  that  take  any  notice  of  what  one  nation  is  doing 
to  another,  we  ought  to  place  ourfelves  in  the  fituation  of  Turkey  and  Po- 
land, or  in  that  of  a  people  who  were  entirely  unconcerned..  Had  this  coun- 
try been  the  objed:  of  the  intended  divifion,  and  the  Irifl-i  the  only  people  that 
appeared  on  the  fide  of  preventing  it,  and  Denmark  had  lent  her  naval  officers 
and  opened  her-ports  to  forward  a  Ruffian  fleet  to  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  to  lay 
them  under  a  neceffity  of  leaving  us  to  the  mercy  of  our  invaders,  when  we 
underftood  that  if  Denmark,  or  fome  other  country,  had  not  given  this  affift- 
ance,  it  would  have  been  next  to  impoffible  for  the  people  that  were  going  to 
over-run  us,  to  have  fent  a  fleet  againft  the  only  nation  that  appeared  in 
arms  to  prevent  it;  what  we  would  think  of  Denmark,  Holland,  or  any  other 
country  giving  their  affiftance  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  that  which  the  Turkifli  and 
Polifli  nation,  and  all  that  take  notice  of  it,  muft  think  of  the  aid  we  gave 
'Ruffia  in  fending  her  ffiips  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  a  voyage,  which  without 
fuch  aid,  they  could  not  have  made,  but  at  fuch  a  rifque,  as  muft  have 
prevented  their  attempting  it,  except  under  the  moft  defpcrate  circum- 
■ftances.  Or,  to  bring  this  condufc  down  to  common  life,  and  aftions  change 
not  their  nature  by  the  numbers  or  names  of  thofe  that  commit  them,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  people  of  one  town  affifting  and  harbouring 
thofe  that  were  known  to  be  going  to  do  the  higheft  injuryto  the  people  of 
another,  and  againft  which  the  wrong-doers  could  not  have  gone,  had  they  not 
been  aflured  before  they  fet  out,  of  the  affiftance  they  were  to  meet  with  in 
their  way. 
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Our  general  condudt  to  the  other  maritime  dates,  may  be  found  to  havfe 
given  them  juft  caufe  to  think  themfelves  ill  treated  by  us.. 

After  we  had  obtained  a  clear  fuperiority  over  the  fleets  of  France  in  the  late- 
war,  as  a  nation  we  certainly  allowed  our  armed  (hips  to  moleft  thofe  of  other 
countries,  and  to  bring  them  into  our  ports,  under  circumftances  which  gave 
us    no   more  right   to   do   fo,   than  thofe   have    who    live  by   the  fides  o£ 
our  highways,  to  lay  hold  of  travellers  going  about  their  bufinefs,  and  upon* 
foads  which  they  have  the  fame  right  to  pafs,  as  thofe  by  whom  they  are  in- 
terrupted.    The  (hips  of  foreign   nations  were  repeatedly  brought  into  our 
ports,  and  detained  at  a  great  lofs  and  expence,  in  waiting  the  event  of  tedious- 
trials,  by  which  it  was  found  there  was  no  other  caufe  for  treating  them  as> 
they  were    treated,    than    that   of   their  being  foreigners — the  (hips    and; 
fubjefls  of  other  nations  -,  and  that  it  was  well  underlbjod  that  we  were,  atx 
fea,  the  ftronger,  and  they  the  weaker  party.     And  it  is  probable  that  thofe* 
foreigners  who  looked  a  little  nearer,  difcovered  that  thofe  who  brought  their 
(hips  into  our  ports,  and  thofe  that  flood  in  the  way  of  being  benefited  by  th&- 
expences  which  arofe  in  confequence  of  it,  were  far  from  being  ftrangers  to- 
cach  other :  whether  the  (hips  and  cargoes  feized,  were  condemned  ornot,  we- 
were  as  fure  to  be  the  gainers,  as  they  were  to  be  the  lofers  :  if  condemned,, 
we  got  the  whole  j  if  there  was  not  evidence  fufficient  to  induce  thecondem*- 
nation,  then  we  got  all  that  they  fpent  whilft  they  lay  in  our  ports  to  obtaini 
the  authority  of  our  courts  to  depart  with  their  own..    This  part  of  our  conduit 
as  a  nation  may  have  been  fo  little  known  to  many,  and  indeed  the  evidence 
which  makes  up  the  whole  of  our  treatment  of  foreigners  in  this  refpedt,  layS' 
fo  much  out  of  the  ordinary  way  of  reading  or  converfation,  that  the  reader 
may  not  think  we  have  made  any  fuch  ufe  of  our  lliperiority  at  fta,  as  to  give 
other  dates  any  great  caufe  of  complaint  on  this  account.     But  befidesmany  of 
thefe  charges  againft  us,  of  great  and  r^al  injuries,  the  reader  may  be  informed,, 
that  fome  of  our  people  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  nail  the  hand  of  a  foreigner 
<!own  to  his  (hip,  'till  in  his  helplefs  agony  he  Hiould  be  made  to  furnifh  evi- 
dence for  condemning    the  property   with    whicii   he  was   intrufled..    And: 
though  it  is  hoped  this  may  be  but  a  Angular  inftance  of  wrong  and  cruelty, 
uniitd  -,   yet  if  any  fubjcd  of  this  country  had  received  the  fame  treatment 
from   the  people  of  any  other  nation,,  that   had   the  power  over  us,  we  may 
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judge  with  what  apprehenfions  we  fhould  pafe  their  coafts  and  n\ect  their  iliips 
at  fea. 

And  what  feems  to  have  given  a  confiderabk  increafe  to  the  b.id  fnuiments 
■which  foreigners  have  hadjuft  caule  to  entertain  of  us,  on  account  of  thclc 
naval  injuries,  is  the  general  fpirit  in  v\rhich  our  fea-faring  people  have  be- 
haved to  their  Ihjps  and  lubjeds,  wherever  they  have  met  with  them.  Our 
condoft  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been  far  from  that  of  men  with  their  equals : 
we  have  often  compelled  them,  and  many  times  with  rudenefs,  to  pay  us  the 
acknowledgements  of  what  we  thought  our  naval  fuperiority  over  all  the  world 
required  :  and  thefe  very  acknowledgements  when  made,  have  frequently  been 
returned  with  infults  and  the  language  of  conttrmpt;  and  this  even  in  their 
own  ports,  where  we  had  no  other  right  thus  to  treat  them,  than  guefts  have 
to  (hew  the  fame  behaviour  to  the  people  of  the  houfes,  that  open  their  doors 
to  them  as  ftraftgers,  and  entertain  them  with  becoming  civility. 

What  the  condudt  of  the  people  of  this  country  has  been,  as  travellers 
in  other  countries,  how  far  they  have  been  benefited  by  us,  or  have  jufl:  caule 
to  think  th«y  would  have  been  no  worfe  if  we  had  never  been  among  them,  are 
fubjefts  which  one  is  necefiarily  led  to  think  of,  in  an  enquiry  into  the  whole 
of  our  charader  as  a  nation.  Certainly,  in  every  part  of  our  condud,  there 
have  been  exceptions,  which  have  made  many  of  the  people  of  the  countries 
we  have  had  to  do  with,  remember  individuals  belonging  to  this  nation  with 
cfteem,  and  gratitude  that  they  ever  knew  them.  But,  perhaps,  few  people 
that  have  been  in  the  way  of  feeing  any  thing  of  the  condud  of  our  travellers 
in  general,  or  of  hearing  the  report  of  the  charader  which  they  have  obtained, 
but  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  as  far  as  the  words,  a<3:ions,  and  manners  of 
fo  fmall  a  number  as  go  through  other  countries,  can  convey  a  general  idea  of 
a  nation,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impoffibility  that  lober- minded  foreigners  fhould 
form  any  other  judgement  of  us,  than  that  we  were  a  people  who  held  our- 
felves  as  little  accountable  for  any  thing  we  did,  or  for  the  purpofes  for  which 
we  ufed  our  time,  our  money,  and  our  underftandings,  as  any  people  could 
well  do ;  and  that  our  language,  as  far  as  they  could  underftand  us,  was  that 
of  the  moft  impious,  and  our  ways  of  employing  ourfelves,  that  of  the  moft 
trifling,  ufelefs,  and  wicked  of  mankind  -,  that  it  was  in  general  only  the  worft 
of  every  country  that  gained  by  our  excefles  ;  and  that  afulted  by  our  af- 
fluence and  our  confidence,  we  publicly  {hewed  ourfelves  the  friends  of  fo 
many  vices,  as  rendered  it  impoffible  that  we  fhould  leave  the  people  of  any 
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country  the  leaft  degree  better  or  happier  than  we  found  them -,  but  rather 
more  likely  to  confirm  the  moft  corrupt  in  their  vices,  by  theconcurrence  of  a; 
people  who  are  known  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  all  the  world  for  religious  and 
civil  advantages. 

What,  as  a  nation,  we  have  omitted  to  do,  is  that  which  would  not  bring: 
a  trifling  charge  againfl  us,  in  the  view  of  any  man  that  confidered  himfelf 
equally  related  to  all  mankind.  The  revealed  will  of  the  Almighty,  of 
which,  by  His  Providence,  we  are  fo  fully  pofTeffed,  contains  the  laft  and- 
plaineft  difcoveries  of  the  grounds  and  ways  of  certain  happinefs  to  all  man-- 
kind  :  this  being  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  its  facred  origin,  that  it  applies, 
itfclf  equally  to  all  men  in  every  country,  and  to  the  very  nature  of  the  hu- 
man mind  -,  and  provides  for  the  prefent  peace  of  every  individual,  and  every- 
nation  ;  and  for  the  endlefs  well-being  of  all  men,  as  free  and  immortaL 
agents.  With  this  fyftem  of  divine  wifdom  in  our  hands,  with  entire  liberty,, 
to  publifh  it  to  all  the  world,  and  in  every  language,  and  with  the  revenues  of 
princes  in  the  pofTcffion  of  that  particular  part  of  the  community  to  whonir 
the  fyftem  itfelf  is  committed,  we  go  on  from  one  year's  end  to  another, 
living  for  every  other  end,  as  would  appear  from  our  condufi;,  but  that  of 
making  known  truths  which  are  of  the  laft  moment  to  every  rational  creat- 
tore  which  forms  the  whole  family  of  the  earth. 

The  men  by  whom  the  trutlis-of  this  facred  fyftem  were  firrt  delivered  from 
the  Divine  Being  himfelf,  fpared  no  pains ;  they  hazarded  all  that  men  could 
I'ofe  or  fuffer,  to  make  known  to  the  ages  in  which  they  lived,  the  difcoveries 
which  they  knew  the  infinite  companion  wiftied  every  man  to  know,  becaufe 
capable  of  making  every  man  happy  :  from  age  to  age,  to  the  prefent,  this 
fyftem  has  been  preferved  and  handeddown;  but  by  the  negle(fl,the  ignorance, 
the  floth,the  miftaken  fclfift'inci's  of  mankind,  and  their  rulers,  thefe  immediate 
difcoveries,  from  the  Parent  of  all,  and  of  all  goodj  arc  not  fo  much  as  within 
the  reach  of  nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty  of  the  whole  human  race  at  this  day. 
It  is  true  that  about  fixty  or  feventy  years  ago,  an  equally  chriftian  and  royal 
example  was  given  of  the  way  to  tender  with  a  kind  hand,  the  facred  fyftem  of 
benevolence,  to  a  few  heathen  countries  ;  or  rather,  to  a  few  fpots  in  thofe 
countries  •,  and  fince  that  time  there  has  been  the  continuance  of  a  plan  to  do 
the  fame  thino-  -,  and  nothing  is  properly  to  be  called  little  in  one  fenfe,  that 
tends  to  the  endlefs  good  of  but  a  fingle  individual.  But  to  look  at  the  numbers 
that  have  been  fent  out  from  among  us,  to  deliver  thefe  heavenly  meffages  to 
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the  people  of  other  countries,  in  charadters  and  languages  that  they  under- 
ftood ;  and  confidering  what  we  have  done  as  a  nation  to  fupport  and  give 
effedt  to  the  divine  defigns  and  exprefs  commands,  the  whole  caft  up  for  the 
kft:  twenty  years,  does  not  amount  to  a  pepper  corn  out  of  a  million  ;  it  does 
not,  all  together,  make  the  pooreft  acknowledgement  that  any  people 
could  make,  whofe  hearts  were  penetrated  with  the  loweft  fenfe  of  the  une- 
qualled bleffings  and  advantages,  facred  and  civil,  which,  as  a  nation,  we  enjoy 
by  His  entire  bounty,  who  both  gives  all,  and  who  can  by  the  leaft  motion  of 
his  will,  take  life  and  all  away. 

To  fum  up  our  whole  condufl,  and  to  compare  the  different  articles  of  it 

■with  the  events  that  have  taken  place  : We  were  firft  admitted  into  the 

Eaft-Indies  by  the  favour  of  the  princes  of  that  country,  to  trade  with  their 
fubjedts,  and  then  to  hav€  fettkments  among  them.  We  have,  within  thefe 
few  years  begun  to  make  wars  with  the  natives ;  we  have  poflcfled  ourfelves 
of  the  whole  country  into  which  we  were  fo  admitted  -,  we  found  it  like  a 
garden  for  plenty,  and  we  have  made  it  a  wildernefs  -,  it  was  the  ftore-houfe 
of  that  part  of  India;  under  our  management,  in  five  or  fix  years  time, 
it  became  a  place  of  wretchednefs  and  mifery ;  we  deftroyed,  ftarved, 
and  drove  away  three  millions  of  the  people  of  the  country  by  our 
violence,  rapine  and  opprefTion.  Affifted  by  our  public  forces,  we  have  al- 
lowed our  people  to  make  one  revolution  after  another,  till  we  have  made 
ourfelves  mafters  of  the  dominion  and  of  the  people,  faid  to  have  been 
fifteen  millions  in  number  when  we  firft  went  among  them  ;  and  after  the 
fubjedts  of  this  country  had  done  them  all  the  injuries  which  one  people 
could  well  do  to  another  •,  and  after  being  told  as  a  nation,  by  thofe  we  our- 
felves employed  to  make  the  enquiry,  "  There  were  accounts  of  crimes  fhock- 
"  ing  to  human  nature,  and  tranfaftions  that  were  carried  into  execution  by 
"  perfidy  and  murder,"  We  entirely  acquitted,  as  a  nation,  our  people  of 
any  crime  in  all  this;  as  a  nation,  we  have  neither  puniflied,  fined,  or  fo 
much  as  blamed  either  all  or  any  one  of  them ;  but  on  the  contrary,  after  the 
repeated  publication  of  their  crimes  to  the  whole  nation,  the  people  of  this 
country  have  not  only,  in  all  the  variety  of  diftinft  bodies,  and  corporate  foe i- 
eties,into  which  our  whole  nation  is  divided,  been  filent  under  all  that  has  been 
done  without  a  fingle  exception  ;  but  feveral  of  them  have  fcleded  thefe  very 
perfons,  in  preference  to  any  in  the  kingdom  befide,  to  appear  in  their  name, 
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and  as  entruded  in  their  ftead,  to  tranfa<5l  their  part  of  the  public  bufineft  in 
the  legiflature :  we  have  publicly  divided  the  fpoil  with  thofe  that  brought  it 
to  us ;  and  we  have  done  all  a  nation  could  do,  to  give  thofe  dominions  and 
that  property  which  were  acquired  by  force  againit  right,  accompanied  with 
"  perfidy  and  murder,"  all  the  fanftion  of  lawful  dominions,  and  of  property 
duly  obtained  ;  as  if  the  whole  proceedings  had  been  ftridly  agreeable  to 
all  that  is  required  of  mankind  in  their  condud  to  each  other,  by  the  rules  of 
riatural  juftice,  and  confiftent  with  our  chara6ter  as  a  chriftian  (late. 

Under  this  head  of  our  national  condu£t,  it  is  to  be  enquired,  if  in  any  of 
the  events  that  have  accompanied  or  followed  thefe  meafures,  there  is  any  de- 
gree of  refcmblance  betwixt  what  we  have  done,  and  what  has  befallen  us  ? 

The  community,  in  whole  name  every  thing  was  done  in  India,  and  which 
is  ftill  allowed  to  have  a  name  among  us,  by  what  it  v/as  made  to  pay  on 
one  hand,  and  what  itfelf  was  plundered  of  on  the  other,  this  community 
became  an  eminent  example,  of  what  indeed  no  new  inftance  was  neceflary  to 
eftabli(h,that  pofTefTions  gotten  by  wrong  do  little  fervice  to  thofe  that  fo  acquire 
them.  It  was  the  nominal  poffefTor  of  vaft  revenues,  colleftcd  by  its  fer- 
vants,  from  the  dominions  and  fubjeds  of  the  Princes  of  India,  and  as  a  com- 
pany of  merchants,  it  was  diftreffed  to  the  laft  degree  to  pay  the  demands 
that  were  coming  againft  it.  As  a  mode  of  relief,  and  as  a  focicty  of  fubjeds 
favoured  by  the  ftate,  they  were  allowed  an  exclufive  right  to  fend  one  of  the 
articles  of  their  commerce  to  our  colonies  in  America.  The  people  of  that 
country  threw  it  into  the  fea,  with  the  fame  wrong,  with  which  the  polTcfiions 
had  been  obtained,  and  the  property  taken  away  from  the  Princes  and  people 
of  India.  Continuing,  as  a  nation,,  to  give  the  property  of  this  company  the 
protedtion  of  the  itate,  fo  it  was,  whatever  caufes  there  were  befide,  that  this 
company  antl  its  property  were  made  the  means  of  the  beginning  of  violence i 
and  when  the  flame  of  our  civil  war  was  thoroughly  kindled,  the  very  fame 
perfon  who  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  enquiry  into  the  ufe  we  had  made 
of  our  power  over  the  people  in  India,  was  made  the  firft  public  witnefs  of 
the  fall  of  our  power  in  America;  by  the  laying  down  of  our  national  arms  in 
that  country. 

Whbn  ihe  fubjeiSs  of  this  nation  had  entered  into  the  war  with  the  reign- 
ina  piince  of  Bengal,  thfiy  fccretly  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  head  general 
among  his  fubjedsj  aad  the  conditions  on  our  part  were,  that  wc  fliould, 
on  being  joined  by  him,  md  the  forces  he  commanded,   againft  his  lawful 
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prince,  aflift  him  as  friends  and  allies  in  oppofition  to  his  mafter;  and  on 
the  united  forces  being  finally  fuccefsful,  place  him  in  poflefllon  of  the 
country,  and  defend  him  in  it.  When  the  people  of  America  had  entered 
into  the  war  againrt  their  lawful  prince,  France  concluded  a  treaty  with  thof^ 
that  were  at  the  head  of  the  oppofition  to  the  government  of  this  country, 
agreeing  to  affifl:  them  ;  and  on  the  united  forces  being  finally  fuccefsful  to 
eftablifli  them  in  the  poflefllon  of  the  government  of  the  country ;  only  re- 
quiring of  them,  that  they  fliould  never  again  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  lawful 
dominion  of  their  prince  ;  a  condition  which  was  not  included  in  expref* 
Krms  in  our  treaty  in  India,  but  which  was,  from  the  circumftances  of  that 
country,  as  well  underftood,  as  if  it  had  been  named  in  the  very  words  which, 
France  ufed  with  refpedtto  America.^ 

The  mimber  of  people  of  which  we  occafioned  the  lofs  in  India,  and  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  in  America,  were  eflimated  in  both 
countries,  and  when  the  reports  from  each  met  in  this  country,  the  numbers 
we  "  deftroyed,  ftarved,  and  drove  away"  by  our  opprefTion  in  the  Eafl^,  are 
the  fame  as  the  number  of  thofe  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  prevent  the 
lofs  of  to  ourfelves  in  the  Weft — the  efl:imate  of  both  one  and  the  other  beino- 
three  millions ;  and  the   fteps  we  have  taken   to  get,  fecure,  and  govern  a 
country  divided  into  three  provinces,   to  which  we  had  no  right,  have  been 
followed,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  prevent  our  lofing  a  country  divided    into  thirteen 
provinces,   to  which  we  had  a  right.     And  we  no  fooner,  effeflually  as  we 
thought,  fecured  the  one,  than  we  began  to  lofe  the  other ;  and  the  hundreds 
of  thoufands  which  we  opened  our  treafures  to  receive  out  of  the  fpoil  of  our 
war  in  India,  we  have,  as  a  nation,  been  fpoiled  of  by  the  cxpences  of  our  war  in 
America ;  the  final  amount  of  which  is  yet  as  little  to  be  eflimated,  as  the  total 
fum  taken  from  the  princes  and  people  of  India  j  but  ftanding  where  we  are 
and  fuppofing  only  three  rupees  to  have  been  brought  away  from  the  people 
of  India,  for  every  one  of  which  there  has  been  any  public  account  given,  the 
total  of  each  would  be  nearly  the  fame — an  hundred  millions  of  pounds  ller- 
ling  taken  away  by  the  exercife  of  our  national  power  over  the  people  of 
Indian  and  an  hundred  millions  expended  in  endeavouring  to  maintain  our 
national  power  over  the  people  of  America. 

The  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  for  flaves,  which,  as  a  nation,  wc  would  not 
prohibit,  after  all  the  public  appeals  that  had  been  made  to  us,  has  nearly 
been  prohibited  by  the  events  of  the  prefent  war.     The  difficulties  in  which 
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our  Weft  India  iflands  have  found  thcmfelves,  have  laid  them  under  an  in» 
voluntary  neceffity  not  to  increafe  the  number  of  their  flaves.  The  fupply  of  a 
great  part  of  their  provifion  from  America  being  cut  off,  intereft  was  obliged 
to  give  place  to  felf-prefervation.  A  part  of  the  people  of  America,  who  ufed 
commonly  to  import  flaves  from  Africa,  defired  a  law  to  prohibit  any  more 
being  brought  to  them,  but  notwithftanding  we  had  folemnly  declared,  that 
flave-holding  in  this  nation  was  againft  our  laws,  becaufe  againll:  natural  juftice 
and  humanity,  in  the  way  in  which  they  are  now  obtained  and  ufed  ;  yet  as  a. 
nation  we  would  not  fuffer  any  part  of  our  colonies  to  put  it  out  of  the  power, 
of  their  people,  to  encourage  the  p'tocuring  and  carrying  flaves  to  them  j' 
we  refufed  to  give  them  leave  to  fliut  their  ports  againft  flaves.  But  what  ne- 
ceflity  did  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  fame  r.ecefiity  has  done  in  America,  and  a 
power  againft  which  neither  individuals  nor  nations,  have  been  able  to  carry  on 
a  fuccefsful  oppofition,  has  put  an  end  to  the  mercilefs  trade  ;  and  has  giver? 
a  feafon  of  peace  to  the  people  of  Africa,  which  in  confequence  of  our  trade, 
have  for  many  years  known  nothing  but  fear  and  continual  alarms,  never  lay- 
ing down  to  fleep,  without  caufe,  more  or  lefs,  to  apprehend  that  they  might 
awake  in  the  hands  of  feme  of  our  flave  traders  or  their  afTiftants,  and  either 
have  to  bear  an  endlefs  feparation  from  all  that  were  dear  to  them,  or  to  have 
them  for  the  companions  of  their  fufferings. 

Turning  from  the  country  of  the  people  who  have  fo  long  been  made  mir 
ferable  by  our  means,  and  taking  a  view  of  the  iflands  and  provinces  where 
they  were  moftly  carried  ;  how  have  they  been  made  to  exchange  conditions  ? 
In  thofe  plantations  when  the  helplefs  Africans  ufed  chiefly  to  dig  and  labour, 
they  have  been  vifitcd  with  the  dreadful  calamities  which  they  themfclves 
orcafioned  ;  and  burning  of  towns  and  houfes,  and  all  the  fears  and  horrors 
of  inteftine  war,  have  been  lately  as  common  on  the  coaft  of  America  as  we 
made  it  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  And  the  fame  fpirit  of  difcord  which  we 
fpread  among  the  poor  people  of  that  country,  has  taken  place  among  thole 
by  whom  they  were  held  in  flivery  -,  and  whatever  their  future  fituation  may 
be,  legal  liberty  has,  with  many  of  our  flave  holders,  been  exchanged  for  a 
ftatc  of  dependence  on  a  power  asabfolute  over  them  as  that  was,  which  they 
themfclves  had  fo  long  been  accullomed  to  exercife  over  others. 

Among  the  firft  of  our  total  loll'es  of  dominion,  was  that  little  ifland  in 
which  we  made  the  bad  ulc  of  our  power  over  the  helplefs  Caribbes.     They 
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have  now  been  again  fome  tinie  under  the  government  of  the  French  nation, 
who  allowed  them  to  poflefs  in  fecurity  and  peace,  a  certain  txtent  of  thofc 
antient  rights  which  we  invaded  ;  and  by  their  being  thus  delivered  from  c!iat 
government  over  them,  which  we  allowed  to  be  fo  much  abufed,  thok  ci 
them  that  furvived  our  difhonourable  war  againll  them,  may  learn  this  ne- 
ceflary  lefTon.  That  it  is  not  any  lafting  benefit  which  the  ftronger  party  gains, 
by  the  wrong  they  do  to  thole  that  cannot  refift  them  :  and  that  when  the  moft 
powerful  people  refufe  juftice  to  the  moft  helplefs,  they  need  never  defpair  of 
being  relieved  ^ — that  there  is  a  government  above  the  higheft  on  earth,  and 
by  a  way  that  they  cannot  forelee  or  think  of,  the  weakeft  people  can  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  ihofe  that  injured  them,  and  from  whofe  hands  they  fought 
for  redrefs  in  vain.  And  this  little  poor  heathen  people  may  by  this  learn 
to  teach  their  fons,  not  to  defire  other  people's  lands  or  wrong  any  that  cannot 
defend  themfelves  ;  for  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  deiired  their  lands, 
and  took  from  chem  as  much  as  they  pleafed,  after  killing  many  of  their  fa- 
thers in  doing  fo  ;  but  it  was  not  long  after  they  had  refufed  to  do  them  juf- 
tice, for  all  the  wrong  the  people  of  that  great  nation  had  done  them,  till  the 
whole  i (land  was  taken  from  Great  Britain  herfelf;  and  the  men  that  came 
to  kill  them  and  take  their  lands  v/ere  loon  obliged  to  give  up  their  ov>n,  and 
that  they  had  fcen  them  fent  away  from  their  ifiand,  as  unable  to  help  them- 
felves as  the  weakeft  people  could  be. 

France  claimed  the  people  of  Corfica  for  her  fubjeds,  England  by  a  much 
better  title  did  the  fame  thing  as  to  the  people  of  America.  From  Great 
Britain  fupplies  were  fent  to  the  Corficans  when  they  were  in  arms  againft 
France  ;  a  few  years  after,  France  fent  fupplies  to  tiie  people  of  America,  when 
they  were  In  arms  againft  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  we  accufed  France 
with  afting  an  unjuft  part.  We  took  the  leader  of  the  Corficans  under  our 
proteiftion,  and  fupported  him  at  the  public  expencc  ;  a  few  years  after  we 
received  the  return  of  this  conduct  from  France,  by  her  countenance  and  pub- 
lic regard  Hiewn  to  the  leaders  of  the  Americans. 

As  a  nation  polTcflTcd  of  the  power,  at  that  time,  to  have  delivered  the  peo- 
ple of  Corfica  out  of  the  hands  of  France,  we  left  them  to  fuffer  the  laft  inju- 
ries which  the  people  of  one  country  could  receive  at  the  hand  of  another. 
This  condudt  is  returned  to  us  in  that  of  all  Europe,  who  in  the  war  that  is 
carrying  on  againft  us,  leave  us  as  we  left  Corfica, 
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The  afiiftance  we  gave  toRuflia  againft  Turkey,  has  been  returned  to  us 
by  the  aid  which  Holland,  with  no  lefs  juftice,  gave  to  France  and  Spain,  ia 
carrying  on  the  war  againft  us. 

The  aid  we  oave  to  RufTia  in  going  againft  Turkey,  contributed  to  that  ne- 
celTity  under  which  the  Turkilli  nation  was  laid  to  make  peace  with  Ruflia^ 
and  to  have  the  king  and  people  of  Poland  at  the  mercy  of  the  three  nations, 
who  have  fince  taken  fo  much  of  that  country  as  their  own,  we  were  the  aflif- 
tant  of  the  wrong  doer,  and  we  are  now  receiving  the  return  of  that  treatment, 
which  we  (hewed  ourfelves  willing  the  king  and  people  of  Poland  Ihould  re- 
ceive from  Rufiia,  Pruffia  and  Auftria. — France,   Spain,  and  Holland,  have 
been  endeavouring  to  return  us  meafure  for  meafure,  by  taking  the  fide  which 
would  deprive  this  country  of  its  dominions  in  America,  as  much  againft: 
right  as  thofe  of  Poland  were  taken  from  the  king  and  people  of  that  country. 
The  abufe  we  made  of  our  naval  fuperiority,  by  the  injuries  we  did,  and 
the  infults  we  offered  to  the  other  maritime  ftates,  has  been  followed  by  fuch 
an  increafe  of  their  power,  as  to  leave  us  now  in  a  ftate,  in  which  we  have 
nearly  as  much  to  fear  as  they  ufed  to  have  caufe  to  apprehend  from  us. 

And  we  who  have  had  it  fo  much  in  our  power  to  acquaint  the  reft  of  man- 
kind with  the  truths  of  revelation,  and  who  have  been  fo  remifs  in  doing  it,, 
appear  in  our  public  eondu6t  as  a  nation,  to  have  been  deprived  ourfelves,. 
in  a  confiderable  degree,,  of  the  beneficial  knowledge  of  thofe  principles  and 
rules  of  condudl  v^hich  we  have  in  our  own  poirelTion. 

Our  conduct  as  a  people  may  be  briefly  compared  with  a  few  of  thefedif- 
toveries. 

KEEPl^fG  in  view  our  condud  in  India,  as  having  its  beginning  in  deceit;, 
and  confidering  the  millions  of  property  of  which  we  have/poiled  the  people 
ef  that  part  of  the  world  ;  what  nation  would  have  been  guilty  of  that  con* 
■duil,  if  as  a  nation  it  had  been  under  any  real  fenfe,  that  it  is  at  all  times  to 
be  faid  with  truth  to  every  nation  ; — "  Woe  to  thee  that  fpoilcft,  and  thou 
waft  not  fpollcd  ;  and  dealeft  treacheroufly,  and  they  dealt  not  treacheroufiy 
with  thte  :  when  thou  ftialt  ceafe  to  fpoii,  thou  fhal:  be  fpoiled  ;  and  when^ 
thou  fhalt  make  an  end  to  deal  treacheroufiy,  they  fiiall  deal  treacheroufiy 
with  thee."  Ipaiah,  xxxxili.  r.  And  of  this  truth  we  are  made  the  exam^ 
pie  :  we  have  rctn  as  much  deceived,  by  the  previous  fttps  that  were  taken 
to  the  prefent  war,  as  we  were  guilty  of  deceiving  the  people  of  India  ;  and  in 
fpi'^e   of  o'jiklves  we  have  been  Ipoiled  of  as  much   property  by  the  prefenc 
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war,  as  we  fpciled  the  people  of  India  of  in  the  wars  we  canied  on  among 
them. 

What  nation  would  take  the  people  of  any  other  country  away  by  force  as 
their  flaves,  was  it  not  hid  from  them,  that  it  is  true  that,—'-  He  that  lead- 
eth  into  captivity  fliail  go  into  captivity."  Revelation,  xiii.  10.  And 
■what  nation  would  have  allowed  its  fubjefts  to  have  done,  what  the  fubjefts 
of  this  country  have  done,  and  for  which  they  remain  unpuniihed,  that  was 
perfuaded  of  its  being  true,  that, — "  He  that  killeth  with  the  fword  mud  be 
killed  with  the  fword."  and,  "  Becaufe  thou  haft  fpoilcd  many  nations,  all  the 
remnants  of  the  people  fliall  fpoil  thee  :  becaufe  of  mens  blood,  and  for  the 
violence  of  the  land,  of  the  city,  and  of  all  that  dwell  therein."  Habak- 
KUK,  ii.   8. 

The  account  that  is  here  given  of  our  condud,  and  of  the  events  that  have 
followed  it,  are  very  imperfedtly  itated  ;  but  it  is  the  fatls-themrdves  that  are 
to  be  regarded,  and  whoever  calmly  confiders  the  feveral  branches  of  our  nati- 
onal proceedings  within  the  age  in  which  we  are  living,  comparing  the  treat- 
ment which  the  people  of  other  countries  have  received  at  our  hands  with  the 
events  that  have  befallen  ourfelves,  it  appears  to  go  a  great  way  to  prove  by 
the  agreement  of  the  one  with  the  other,  that, — "  With  what  judgment  you 
judge,  ye  (hall  be  judged  :  and  with  what  a  meafore  ye  mete,  it  fhail  me  mea- 
fured  to  you  again."  Matthew,  vii.  2.  And  though  the  human  mind 
may  not  always  be  impreffed  with  the  truth  and  certainty  of  this,  in  the  midil 
of  public  bufinefs,  and  the  purfuit  of  favourite  cbjeds ;  yet  certainly  we  do 
not  do  juftice  to  ourfelves,  to  leave  the  hiftory  of  mankind  till  we  havcfatis- 
ficd  ourfelves  once  for  all,  whether  this  conclufion  is  with  certainty  to  be 
drawn  from  it  or  not. 

If  in  fa£t  and  in  the  fober  experience  of  mankind,  taken  for  .iges  too-ether, 
it  is  not  true,  that  individuals  afting  by  thcmfelves  in  the  fociety  in  which  they 
live  i  or  whole  focieties  or  nations  in  their  condudt  to  other  focieties,  have  not 
met  with  the  returns  of  their  own  conduft,  it  is  certainly  then  meannefs  to  pre- 
tend in  private  life,  that  we  think  ourfelves  under  any  reftraint  from  the  prin- 
ciples iand  rules  of  which  thefe  are  a  part  ;  and  that  it  is  equally  becoming 
when  we  take  a  Iharein  public  life,  to  avow  what  we  mean,  and  unite  with  the 
fociety  to  which  we  belong,  in  de  laring  by  our  conduft,  and  the  fubfequenc 
approval  of  it,  that  we  are  too  well  informed  to  fear  or  regard  any  confequen- 
ces  that  may  arife,  when  we  judge  it  expedient  to  deceive  the  people  of  any 

S  f  2  other 


32  An  Enquiry  into  our  National  Conduct. 

other  country  in  our  negociations  ;   or  when  we  have  the  upper  hand,  and  it 
will  anfwer  our  purpofe  to  force  tens  of  thoufands  into  flavery,  opprefs  and  de- 
flroy  millions  ;  deprive  foreign  princes  of  their  juft  dominions,  and  plunder 
whole  nations   of  all  that  we   can   bring   away  from  them. — Once  agreed 
with  ourfelves  that  it  is  a  dream,  and  an  idle  tale,  that  men  or  nations  are  ever 
to  meet  with  any  after-reckoning  or  return  for  their  condudt,  then  it  is  ading 
confiftent  with  ourfelves  to  declare, — that  thofe  that  go  out  from  us  do  great 
and  meritorious  fervices,  when  they  bring  back  millions  by  the  fame  right  that 
robbers  take  their  booty,  and  acquire  whole  provinces  by  perfidy  and  murder. 
All  this  being  fo,then  let  our  public  afts,  and  the  reports  of  our  national  pro- 
ceedings, proclaim  to  all  mankind  and  to  all  future  ages,  the  undifguifed 
fentiments  of  the  prefent;  and  let  all  that  will  unite  in  this  or  any  other  nation 
tO"  opprefs,  enflave,  deceive,  plunder  and   deftroy  the  people  of  any  other- 
country  but  their  own,  have  all  the  countenance  and  fupport  which  the  fane- 
tion  of  our  repeated  example  can  give  them. 

But  if  we  muft  either  (hut  our  eyes  to  all' the  information  that  is  handedv 
down  to  us  from  former  ages,  or  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  lefs  true  than  it  is 
reafonable,  that  it  fhould  be  rendered  to  every  man  and  every  nation  according 
to  their  deeds,  (Romans,  ii.  6.)  and  that  this  truth  is  as  plainly  indicated  to 
us  as  any  thing  can  well  be,  by  the  hiftory  of  our  own  conduft,  and  of  the 
events  that  have  producsd  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  our  circum- 
ftances  as  a  nation  within  our  own  time  ;  we  may  then  enquire.  Whether  we- 
have  yet  reaped  all  we  fown,  (GALATiANS,vi.7.)  or  how  much  we  have  yet  to. 
fuffer,  if  rapine,  oppreflion,  and  plunder,  is  to  be  exadted  of  us  in  equal  mea- 
fure  ;  and  if  we  are  to  pay  back  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  blood  for  blood,, 
fiave  for  flave,  life  for  life. 

Without  going  back  beyond"  the  memory  of  the  age  in- which  we  live,, 
for  an  account  of  the  numbers  that  have  been  deftroyed  in  thecourfe  of  our 
trade  and  wars,  to  advance  our  interefts  and  increafe  our  pofTcfllons  ;  great  as» 
the  numbers  are  that  we  have  already  loft  in  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,, 
the  largcft  eftiraace  on  our  fide  will  not  exceed  afcore,  for  a  thoufand  of  thofe- 
that  we  have  carried  away  into  flavery,  ilarved,  driven,  a  way  from  their  native, 
countries,  or  deftroyed  in  them. 

But  we  have  peace  with.  America,  peace  with  the  Dutch,  and  France  and) 
Spain  (hall  foon  fue  for  our  favour,  and  he  that  .fays  we  have  any  thing  more- 
to  fear,  is  not  a  friend  to  his  country. 
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It  makes  no  part  of  this  poor  labour  to  attempt  to  damp  any  man's  well- 
grounded  hopes  let  them  run  as  high  as  they  will ;  but  no  individual  can  think 
it  becoming  to  fay  that  the  day  of  our  danger  is  over,  when  we  have  ieen  for 
a  fucceflion  of  years  the  graveft  deliberations  of  public  affemblies,  repeatedly 
end  in  the  very  reverfe  of  what  was  intended  and  expeded  from  their  refolu- 
tions.  And  with  all  that  is  due  to  the  bravery  of  our  national  forces,  the 
events  that  have  taken  place  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war  have 
been  fuch,  as  to  make  thofe  whofe  ftations  give  them  the  beft  opportunity  of 
information  of  the  comparative  ftrength,  fpeak  with  the  utmoft  caution  on  the 
fubjeft  of  future  fucccfs.  And  with  all  that  is  due  to  our  civil  magiftrates, 
after  what  we  have  feen  of  the  power  which  a  rude  mob  poffefled  for  a  fhort 
feafon  in  the  very  feat  of  government,  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  any  man  to 
fey  we  Ihall  have  a  continuance  for  a  week,  oC  that  fafety  and  proteftion  which 
our  laws  and  magiftrates  have  been  fo  long  the  means  of  giving  us.  And  in- 
deed every  man  that  only  refiefts,  that  he  dare  not  affure  himfelf  that  he  Jhali 
dip  the  pen  he  now  holds  in  his  hand  again  in  the  ink  before  him,  will  both . 
think  and  fpeak  with  great  diffidence  of  what  may  be  to-morrow. 

But  of  this  there  is  no  uncertainty  ;  whatever  is  a  man's  ftation,  whether 
he  is  at  the  head  of  a  private  family,  or  is  taking  a  part  in  the  public  meafurcs 
of  the  fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member — all  that  is  done  from  wrong  prin- 
ciples, be  it  in  private  or  in  public,  it  leads  to  difficulties,  diftrefs,  and  if  con- 
tinued in,  to  ruin;  and  many  times  the  moft  fincere  change  of  the  principles  of 
afting  from  wrong  to  right,  is  too  late  adopted  to  efcape  much  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  conduft  which  proceeded  from  thofe  principles,  and  which, 
when  reduced  to  praftice,  would  diforder  a  private  family,  a  city,  a  nation, 
and  put  in  motion  by  the  powers  of  a  great  fociety  would  diforder  the  world, 
and  therefore  to  be  punilhed  by  the  governor  of  it,  to  prevent  that  reproach 
which  would  lay  againft  the  government  of  a  nation  that  allowed  one  part 
of  its  fubjefts  to  opprefs  or  deftroy  one  another  without  redrefs. 

Contrary  canftqu.nces  have  evidently,  with  equal  uniformity,  followed 
that  condudc  which  was  begun  in  contrary  principles  and  perfevered  in  :  and 
whatever  difficulty  there  is,  for  thofe  that  know  fo  little,  to  be  fatisfied  in  a 
thoufand  things  we  fee  in  the  government  of  the  world,  and  of  what  is  daily 
taking  place  among  mankind,  there  is  no  degree  of  uncertainty  in  this — that 
He  whole  wif 'om  planned,  and  whofe  power  made  all  things,  and  whofe 
wifdom,  power,  andjuftice  governs  his  rational  and  accountable  creatures, 

IS 
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isHimfelf  the  protedorof  all  that  is  in  itfelf  agreeable  to  his  nature  and  his  will; 
and  tho'  mankind  are  capable  of  doing  the  higheft  degree  of  wickednefs,  they 
are  alio  capable  of  obeying  the  influence  of  that  truth,  juftice,  and  goodnefs, 
which  is  continually  flowing  from  God,  as  the  fource  and  fountain  of  all 
that  is  true,  juft,  and  good  in  the  human  mind  all  the  world  over ;  and  that 
condudt  which  begins  in  thefe  principles,  and  continues  to  be  regulated  in  the 
fpirit  of  them,  is  that  condudt  which  hath  alone  nothing  to  fear,  at  no  time, 
under  no  circumftances,  from  all  the  wiles  and  force  which  can  be  ufed 
againft  them. 

Often  has  it  been  the  cafe,  that  nations,  who  upon  the  whole  were  moft 
criminal,  have  been  made  ufe  of  to  punilh  feverely  thofe  that  were  lefs 
guilty,  but  who  offended  in  their  general  conduct  againft  much  clearer  difco- 
veries  of  the  principles  from  which  they  were  required  to  ad,  and  there 
can  be  no  greater  fecurity  arifing  from  the  comparative  criminality  of  nations, 
than  there  is  in  the  cafe  of  individuals,who  have  expofed  themfelves  to  differ- 
ent degrees  of  punifhment  from  the  fame  laws. 

Few  things  can  at  once  be  more  pleafing  and  ufeful  than  to  obferve  in  the 
hiflory  of  nations  expofed  to  iminent  dangers,  than  the  progrefs  of  the  fpirit 
of  that  condudt,  by  which  they  were  fubftantially  reformed  and  faved  from 
ruin. — Calling  for  the  injured  (2  Samuel,  xxi.  i.  &c.)  doing  them  effedual 
iuftice,  relieving  the  opprefTed,  and  utterly  abolifhing  what  was  contrary  to 
the  rights  of  others,  have  been  among  the  meafures  by  which  the  true  public 
fpirit  hath  fhewn  itfelf.  He  that  rules  the  whole  rules  for  the  good  of  all, 
and  it  cannot  be  but  they  that  imitate  him  moft,  muft  be  moft  highly  £4. 
youred  of  him, 
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Tbe  following  account  is  given  of  our  conduSi  in  India, 


"IT  has  always  been  a  moft  arduous  tafk  to  govern  diftant  provinces,  with 
even  a  tolerable  appearance  of  juftice.  The  viceroys  and  governors  of  other 
rations  are  ufually  temporary  tyrants,  who  think  themfelves  obliged  to  make 
the  moft  of  their  time  j  who  not  only  plunder  the  people,  but  carry  away 
their  fpoils,  and  dry  up  all  the  fources  of  commerce  and  induftry.  Taxation 
in  their  hands,  is  an  unlimited  power  of  oppreffion  :  but  in  whatever  hands 
the  power  of  taxation  is  lodged,  it  implies  and  includes  all  other  powers.  Arbi- 
trary  taxation  is  plunder  authorifed  by  law  :  It  is  the  fupport  and  theeflence  of 
tyranny  j  and  has  done  more  mifchief  to  mankind,  than  thofe  other  three 
fcourgfs  from  heaven,  famine,  peftilence,  and  the  fword.  I  need  not  carry 
your  Lordfliips  out  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  out  of  your  own  dominions, 
to  make  you  con'  eive  what  mifery  this  right  of  taxation  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing in  a  provincial  government.  We  need  only  recolleft  that  our  coun- 
trymen in  India,  have  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  years,  in  virtue  of  this  righr^ 
deftroyed,  ftarved  and  driven  away  more  inhabitants  from  Bengal,  than  are 
to  be  found  at  prefcnc  in  all  our  American  Colonies  j  more  than  all  thofe  for- 
midable 
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midable  numbers  which  we  have  been  nurfing  up  for  the  fpace  of  200  years, 
with  fo  much  care  and  luccefs,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Europe.  This  is  no 
exaggeration,  my  Lords,  but  plain  matter  of  faft  collefted  from  the  accounts 
fcnt  over  by  Mr.  Haftings,  whofe  name  I  mention  with  honour  and  venera- 
tion. And  I  muft  own,  fuch  accounts  have  very  much  leflened  the  pleafiirc 
I  ufed  to  feel  in  thinking  myfelf  an  Englilhman."t 

*  Jpril  10.  General  Burgoyne,  who  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Sele£t 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  oi  Eaji- India  affairs,  after  ex- 
plaining the  dilagreeable  fituation  in  which  he  ftood,  declared,  that  there  were 
accounts  of  crimes  contained  in  the  report  Ihocking  to  human  nature.  He 
recapitulated  all  that  related  to  the  depofition  of  Surajab  Dowlab,  and  the 
placing  oi  Meer  Jaffier  on  the  Mufnud  -,  the  double  treaty  in  which  Omichund 
was  concerned  ;  and  the  infamous  tranfadions  that  were  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  perfidy  and  murder.  He  concluded  by  propofing  the  following  re- 
folutions  : 

1.  That  all  acquifitions  made  under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  or  by 
treaty  with  foreign  powers,  do  of  right  belong  to  the  ftate. 

2.  That  to  appropriate  acquifitions  acquired  under  the  influence  of  a  mili- 
tary force,  or  by  treaty  with  foreign  powers,  to  private  ufe,  is  illegal. 

J.  That  great  fums  of  money  have  been  obtained  by  fuch  means  from  the 
fovereign  prmces  in  India. 

April  1 9.  General  Burgoyne  continued  his  report  0  f  the  Select  Committee  -, 
and,  after  recapitulating  the  many  atrocious  offences  committed  in  India  by 
the  fervants  of  the  Company,  in  monopolies,  extortions,  taxations,  and  op- 
prelTions  of  various  kinds,  he  at  length  came  to  confider  the  wretched  fituation 
oi  the  Indian  Princes,  who  held  their  dignities  on  the  precarious  condition  of 
being  the  highefl  bribers.  No  claim  (he  faid)  couid  be  admitted,  unlels  pre- 
faced by  enormous  fums  of  rupees  ;  nor  any  prince  luffered  to  reign  long 
who  did  not  quadrate  with  this  idea.  Gifts  thus  obtained,  under  the  influence 
of  military  lorce,  have  already,  by  the  refolutions  of  this  Houfe,  been  declared 
illegal .;  he  therefote  concluded  his  fpecch  in  declaring,  that  he  intended  to 
propofw  the  following  relblution  : 

"  That  the  Right  Honourable  iJc^^r/ Lord  dive.  Baron  of  Plajey,  in  the 
**  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  confequenceof  the  powers  vefted  in  him  in  India,  had 

*'•  illegally 

t  A  fpeech  publifhed  in  1774. 
■*  Parliamentary  Debates,     Vol.  X^  page  261 


Sundry     Papf.  rs. 


37 


*'  illegally  acquired  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  poun-ds, 
■"  to  the  diflionour  and  detriment  of  the  ftate." 

This  motion  was  feronded  by  Sir  IVilliam  Meredith,  who  fpoke  as  follows. 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  iecond  the  motion  for  an  enquiry 
'  into   Eaji  India  affairs    laft   year,  I   now  rile  to  fecond  a  motion,  which  is 

*  nothing  more  than  to  give  effeft  to  that  enquiry, 

'  There  is  a  Noble  Lord  who  has  been  a  principal  aflor  on  this    ftacje, 

*  whofe  knowledge  is  as  perfect  as  his  reports  are  true-,  and  this  noble  perfon, 

*  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Diredtors,  tells  them,  "  that  every  fpring  of  this 
*'  government  is  fmeared  with  corruption  ;  tliat  principles  of  rapacity  and  op- 
"  preffion  univerfally  prevail,  and  that  every  fpark  of  public  fentiment,  and 
"  public  virtue  is  loft  and  extinguifhed  in  the  unbounded  luft  of  unmerited 
*'  wealth." 

*  After  this  evidence,  Sir,  are  we  toeftabliih  this  corruption  ;  give  line  and 
"  fcope  to  this  fpirit  of  rapacity  ;  and  gratify  this  unbounded  lull  of  unmerited 
;*  wealth  ? 

'  The  conftitution  of  the  prefent  government  of  Bengal  is  defined  to  be  an 
■*  union  of  the  fovereign  and  merchant ;   and  IVIr.  Vanfittart  informs  us  how 

*  tiiefe  nierchant  fovereigns  exercife  their  fupreme  power.     For  he  fays,  their 

*  rule  of  felling  is  to  take  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  and  the  rule  by  which  they 
■*  buy  is  to  pay  as  little  as  they  pleafe. 

•'  By  all  that  we  read  in  tale  or  hiftory,  never  did  fuch  a  fyftem  exifl:  as  that 
''  where  mercantile  avarice  was  the  only  principle,  and  force  the  only  means 

*  of  carrying  on  a  government.     Comparifons  of  other  tyrannies  give  no  idea 

*  oi  Engli/Ii  tyranny  in  Bengal.     For  it  has  been  the  province  of  tyrants  to 

*  ufe  their  iron  rods  over  the  great  and  powerful  ;  over  men  who  became  for- 

*  midable  for  their  virtues,  or  whofe  riches  were  provocatives  to  their  avarice  ; 

*  the  bulk  of  their  people  might  live  in  quiet;  the  low  and  humble  man,  the 

*  labourer  and  the  mechanic,  were  beneath  the  tyrant's  ftroke.     But  in  Bengd 

*  the  rich  and  poor  fare  alike.     They  who  have  lands  are  difpoflefled  ;  if  mo- 

*  ney,  'tis  extorted  :  if  the  mechanic  has  a  loom,  his  maniifadure  is  cut  out; 

*  if  he  has  grain,  'tis  carried  off  }  if  he  is  fufpefled  of  having  any  fecret  trea- 

*  fure,  he  is  put  to  the  torture  to  difcover  it. — One  is  therefore  at  a  lois  for 

*  words  to  defcribe  the  fort  of  tyranny  that  is  praiflifed  in  Bengal.     Monfters 

*  as  tyrants  are,  they  are  but  rare  monfters  •,  and  very  rare  indeed,  fuch  as 

*  have  been  hardened  againfl:  all  fear  of  punilhment,  and  all  fenfe  of  fliame. 

T  £  For 
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*  For  the  aftions  of  monarchs  are  not  for  the  comment  of  the  prefent  times- 

*  alone  :  the  fear,  therefore,  of  making  their  memories  infamous,  as  well  as 

*  their  lives  odious,  together  with  the  fear  of  refiftance,    has  often  ferved  as 

*  fetters  to  a  tyrant's  will.     But  our  countrymen  in  Bengal  are  free  from  all 

*  thefe  apprehenfions ;  they  have  no  refiftance  to  fear  from  a  poor  difarmed. 

*  people,  inured  to  flavery,  and  broken  to  oppreffion. 

'  Our  enquiries  have  ftill  left  a  wide  field  of  events  undifcovered — The  re- 

*  ports  on  your  table,  voluminous  as  they  are,  (if  I  may  ufe  the  words  of  our 

*  great  poet)  give 

*'  No  light — But  rather  darknefs  vlfible 
*'  Serves  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe." 

• 

'  How  we  came  by  this  territory,  may  God  forgive  us  !  But  believing  there 

*  is  a  God  above  us,  I  believe  alfo,  that  acquifitions  made  by  fhedding  the 
*■  blood  of  innocent  princes,  and  by  wringing  from  an  innocent  people  their 
'  fubflance,  can  never  profper. 

'  It  is  not  the  caufe  of  one  man  only,  but  of  millions,  that  lies  before  us  r 
'  if  ihecontroul  of  the  Englilh  laws  cannot  extend  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  I  cannot 

*  conceive  that  there  is  any  method  under  Heaven  to  prevent  rapine,  extortion, 
*■  and  every  poflible  fpecies  of  oppreffion  there,  unlefs  this  Houfe  determines' 
^  that  the  ipoils  of  that  unhappy  country  (hall  not  be  enjoyed  without  en- 
'  quiry  here. 

*  No  man  wifhes  more  than  I  do  to  avoid  making  examples,  if  any  thing 

*  but  examples  can  be  thought  effectual.  But  the  fads  are  now  before  us  5 
'  and  if  we  give  our  ianftion  to  what  is  pad,  we  give  at  the  fame  time  our 
'■  fanftion  and  our  encouragement  to  all  that  avarice  can  ftill  diftate,  and  tO' 

*  all  that  force  can  ftill  inflidl  on  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Bengal.' 

May  3.  This  matter  was  refumed. — Colonel  Burgoyne  entered  into,  and 
explained,  what  had  ftruck  him  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  delivered  to 
the  Seled  Con:mittee,  of  which  he  was  chairman..  The  queftion  was 
then  put, 

'  That  Robert  Lord  Clhe  abufed  the  powers  with  which  he  was  entruftcd,- 
'  to  the  evil  example  of  the  fcrvants  of  the  public' 

Mr.  St/inh^f 
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Mr.  Stanley  then  got  up,  and  moved  the  previous  queftion,  which  v^as, 
'*'  Whether  that  queftion  fiiould  be  then  put?' — It  paiTcd  in  the  negative 
without  a  divifion. 

The  following  refolution  was  then  propofcd  : 

"  That  Robert  Lord  Qive  did,  at  the  fame  time,  render  great  and  meri- 
*'■  torious  fervices  to  this  country."     PaflTcd  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative. 


PAPERS    relative   to  our  Treatment  of  the  People 

of    AFRICA. 


That  part  of  Africa  from  whence  the  people  arc  brought,  which  we  make 
cur  flaves,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Guinea,  extends  along  the  coaft, 
in  the  whole  between  three  and  four  thoufand  miles.  From  the  river  Senegal, 
(feventeen  degrees  North  of  the  line)  to  Cape  Sierra  Leona,  it  contains  feven 
hundred  miles.  Thence  it  runs  Eaftward  about  fifteen  hundred  miles,  includ- 
ing the  Grain-Coaft,  the  Ivory-Coaft,  the  Gold-Coaft,  and  the  Slave-Coaft, 
with  the  large  kingdom  of  denin.  From  thence  it  runs  Southward,  about 
twelve  hundred  miles,  and  contains  the  kingdoms  of  Congo  and  Angola. 

Concerning  the  fi'-ft,  the  Seneg  1  coaft,  Monf.  Brue,  who  lived  there  fix- 
teen  years,  after  defcribing  its  fruittulnefs  near  the  fea,  fays,  "  The  farther 
•you  go  from  the  fea,  the  more  fruitful  .ind  well-improved  is  the  country^ 
abounding  in  pulfe,  Indian  corn,  and  various  fruits.  Here  are  vaft  meadows, 
which  feed  large  herds  of  great  and  fmall  c;ule.  And  the  villages,  which  lie 
thick,  fliev/  the  country  is  wrll  peopled."  .  .nd  again  :  "  I  was  furprized  to 
fee  the  land  fo  well  cultivated  \  fcirce  a  fpot  iay  unimproved  :  The  low  lands 
divided  by  fmall  canals,  were  all  fowed  with  rice;  the  higher  grounds  v/ere 
planted  with  Indian  corn,  and  peafe  of  ilifFcreia  forts.  Their  beef  is  excellent, 
poultry  plenty  and  very  cheap,  as  are  all  the  necefiTaries  of  life. 

T  t  2  As 
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As  to  the  grain  and  ivory  coaft,  the  foil  is  in  general  fertile,  prodbcing 
abundance  of  rice  and  roots.  Indigo  and  cotton  thrive  without  cultivationv 
Fi(h  is  in  great  plenty ;  the  flocks  and  herds  are  numerous,  and  the  trees 
loaden  with  fruit. 

The  gold  coaft  and  Have  coaft,  is  fruitful  and  pkafant,  producing  rice  and 
other  grain,  plenty  of  fruit  and  roots,  palm-wine,  and  oil,  and  fifti  in  abun- 
dance, with  much  tame  and  wild  cattle.  The  fame  account  is  given  in  ge- 
neral of  the  foil  and  produce  of  the  kingdoms  of  Benin,  Congo  and  Angola. 
From  all  which  it  appears,thatGuinea  isfo  far  from  being  a  dreary,  barren  coun- 
try, that  it  is  among  the  moft  fruitful,  as  well  as  the  moft  pleafant  countries  in 
the  world.  It  is  faid  indeed  to  be  unhealthy.  And  fo  it  is  to  ftrangers,  but 
it  is  healthy  to  the  native  inhabitants. 

Such  is  the  country  from  v;hich  we  obtain  our  flaves.     We  come  next  to  en- 
quire, what  fort  of  men  they  are  :  thofe  who  have  lived  in  the  Senegal  country 
obferve,  it  is  inhabited  by  three  nations,  the  Jalofs,  Fulis,  and  Mandingos.- 
The  king  of  the  Jalofs  has  under  him  feveral  minifters,  who  affift  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  juftice.     The  chief  juftice  goes  in  circuit  through  all  his  dominions^ 
to  hear  complaints  and  determine  controverfies.     And  the  viceroy  goes  with 
him,  to  infpefl  the  behaviour  of  the  Alkadi,  or  governor  of  each  village^ 
The  Fuli's  are  governed  by  their  chief  men,  who  rule  with  much  moderation. 
Few  of  them  will  drink  any  thing  ftronger  than  water,  being  ftridt  Mahometans.. 
The  government  is  eafy,  becaufe  the  people  are  of  a  good  and  qpiet  difpofi- 
tion  ;  and  fo  well  Inftruded  in.  what  is  right,  that  a  man  who  wrongs  another 
IS  the  abomination  of  all, — They  defire  no  more  land  than  they  ufe,  which 
they  cultivate  with  great  care  and  induftry  :  If  any  of  them  are  known  to  be 
made  flaves  by  the  white  men  they  all  join  to  redeem  them.     They  not  only 
fupfiort  all  that  are  old,  or  blind,  or  lame  among,  themfelves ;,  but  have  fre- 
quently fuppiied  the  necefiities  of  the  Mandingos,  when  they  wsre  diftreft.by^ 
famine. 

The  Mandingos,  fays  Monf.  Brue,  are  rigid  Mahometans,  drinking  nei- 
ther wine  nor  brandy.  They  are  induftrious  and  laborious,  keeping  their 
ground  vvelL  cultivated,  and  breeding,  a  good  ftock.  of  cattle.  Every  town* 
has  a  governor,  and  he  appoints  the  labour  of  the  people.  The  men  work, 
the  ground  uefigned  for  corn  ;  the  women  and  girls,  the  rice-ground.  He. 
afterwards  divides  the  corn  and  rice  among  them  :  and  decides  all  quarrels,, 
if  any.  arifc.     All  the  Mahometan  Negroes  conftantly  go  to  public  prayers 
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rhrice  a  day  :  there  being  a  priefl  in  every  village,  who  regularly  calls  them 
fogether  :  and  it  is  furprifing  to  fee  the  modefty,  attention  and  reverence 
which  they  obferve  during  their  worfhip. 

It  was  of  thefe  parts  of  Guinea,  that  Monf.  Adanfon,  Correfpondent  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  from  1749  to  1753,  oives  the  follow- 
ing account,  both  as  to  the  country  and  people.  "  Which  way  foever  I 
turned  my  eyes,  I  beheld  a  perfedt  image  of  pure  nature  :  an  agreeable  foli- 
tude,  bounded  on  every  fide  by  a  charming  landfcape  •,  the  rural  fituation  of 
cottages,  in  the  midft  of  trees ;  the  cafe  and  quietnefs  of  the  negroes,  with 
the  fimplicity  of  their  drefs  and  manners  :  the  whole  revived  in  my  mind  the 
idea  of  our  firft  parents,  and  I  feemed  to  contemplate  the  world  in  its  primitive 
Itate.  They  are  generally-fpeaking,  very  good-natured,  fociable  and  oblig- 
ing. I  was  not  a  little  pleafcd  with  my  very  iirft  reception,  and  it  fully  con- 
vinced me,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  confiderable  abatement  made,  in  the  ac- 
counts we  have  of  the  favage  charader  of  the  Africans."  He  adds,  "  It  is 
amafing  that  an  illiterate  people  fhould  reafon  fo  pertinently  concerning  the 
heavenly  bodies. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  grain  and  ivory  coaft  are  reprefented  by  thofe  that 
deal  with  them,  as  fenfible,  courteous,  and  the  faireft  traders  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea.  They  rarely  drink  to  excefs  :  if  any  do,  they  are  feverely  punifhed 
by  the  king's  order.  They  are  fcldom  troubled  with  war :  if  a  difference 
happen  between  two  nations,  they  commonly  end  the  difpute  amicably. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  gold  and  flave-coaft  likewife,  when  they  are  not 
artfully  incenfed  againft  each  other,  live  in  great  union  and  friendship,  being 
generally  well-tempered,  civil,  tradable,  and  ready  to  help  any  that  need  it. 
In  particular,  the  natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Whidah  are  civil,  kind,  and 
obliging  to  ftrangers.  And  they  are  the  moft  gentleman-like  of  all  the  ne- 
groes, abounding  in  good  manners  toward  each  other.  The  inferiors  pay  the 
utmoft  refped  to  their  fuperiors  :  fo  wives  to  their  hufbands,  children  to 
their  parents.  And  they  are  remakably  induftrious  :  all  are  employed ;  the 
men  in  agriculture,  the  women  in  fpinning  and  weaving  cotton. 

The  gold  and  flave  coafts  are  divided  mto  feveral  diftrids,  fome  governed 
by  kings,  others  by  the  principal  men,  who  take  care  each  of  their  own  town 
or  village,  and  prevent  or  appeafe  tumults.  They  punifh  murder  and  adultery 
feverely  ;  theft  and  robbery  are  punifhed  by  a  fine  proportionable  to  the  goods 
that  were  taken.— All  the  natives  of  this  coaft,  though  heathens,  believe  there 
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•is  one  God,  the  author  of  them  and  all  things.  They  appear  lilcewife  to  liave 
a  confufed  apprehenfion  of  a  future  ftate.  And  accordingly  every  town  and 
village  has  a  place  of  public  worfljip. — It  is  remarkable  that  they  have  no  beg- 
gars among  them  :  fuch  is  the  care  of  the  chief  men,  in  every  city  and  vil- 
laoe,  to  provide  fome  eafy  labour,  even  for  the  old  and  weak.  Some  are 
employed  in  blowing  the  fmiths  bellows  ;  others  in  prefTing  palm-oil  ;  others 
in  grinding  of  colcurs.  If  they  are  too  weak  even  for  this,  they  fell  provi- 
fions  in  the  market. 

The  natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin  are  a  reafonable  and  a  good-natured 
people.  They  are  inoffcnfive,  to  one  another  and  to  ftrangers  :  they  are 
juft  and  honefi;  in  their  dealings ;  and  are  alfo  very  charitable  i  fo  that  here 
alio  are  no  be.c^aars.  The  inhabitants  of  Congo  and  Angola  are  generally  a 
quiet  people.  They  difcover  a  good  underftanding,  and  behave  in  a  friendly 
manner  to  ftrangers,  being  of  a  mild  temper  and  an  affable  carriage.  Thefe 
are  the  reprefentations  given  of  the  negroes  v;ho  inhabit  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
by  them  who  had  no  motive  to  flatter  them. 

We  have  now  fee n,  what  kind  of  country  it  is,  from  which  the  negroes 
are  brought  :  and  what  fort  of  people  they  are  in  their  own  country.  In 
what  manner  are  they  generally  procured,  carried  to,  and  treated  in  the  domi- 
nions of  this  kingdom,  is  next  to  be  enquired. 

It  was  about  1551,  that  the  Englifh  began  trading  to  Guinea  :  at  firft,  for 
"old  and  elephants  teeth,  but  foon  after,  for  men.  In  1566,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins failed  with  two  fliips  to  Cape  Verd,  where  he  fent  eighty  men  on  ihore  to 
catch  negroes-  But  the  natives  flying,  they  fell  farther  down,  and  there  fet 
the  men  on  fliore,  "  to  burn  their  towns  and  take  the  inhabitants."  But  they 
met  with  fuch  refiftance,  that  they  had  fcven  men  killed,  and  took  but  ten 
negroes.  So  they  went  ftill  farther  down,  till  having  taken  enough,  they 
proceeded  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  fold  them. 

It  was  fome  time  before  the  Europeans  found  a  more  cotqpendious  way  of 
procuring  African  flaves,  by  prevailing  upon  tiiem  to  make  war  upon  each 
other,  and  to  fell  their  prifoners.  IiH  then  they  feldom  had  any  wars:  but 
were  in  general  quiet  and  peaceable  :  the  white  men  taught  them  drunkennefs 
and  avarice,  and  then  hired  them  to  fell  one  another.  Nay,  by  this  means, 
even  their  kings  are  induced  to  fell  their  own  fubjccb;  So  Mr.  Moore  (fadlor 
of  the  African  company  in  1730)  informs  us,  "  When  the  king  of  Barfalli 
wants  goods  or  brandy,  he  fends  to  the  Englifli  governor  at  James'  Eort, 
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who  Immediately  fends  a  floop.  Againft  the  time  it  arrives,  he  plunders  fome 
of  his  neighbours  towns,  felling  the  people  for  the  goods  he  wants.  At  other 
times  he  falls  upcn  one  of  his  own  towns,  and  fells  his  own  fubjefts."  So 
Monf.  Brue  fays,  "  I  wrote  to  the  king  (not  the  fame)  if  he  had  a  fufficient 
number  of  flaves,  I  would  treat  with  him.  He  feized  three  hundred  of  his 
own  people,  and  fent  word  he  was  ready  to  deliver  them  for  the  goods."  He 
adds,  "  Some  of  the  natives  are  always  ready,  (when  well  paidj  to  furprize 
and  carry  off  their  own  countrymen.  They  come  at  night  without  noife,  and 
if  they  find  any  lone  cottage,  furround  it,  and  carry  off  the  people." — Barbof, 
(another  French  fadlor)  fays,  "  Many  of  the  flaves  fold  by  the  Negroes  are 
prifoners  of  war,  or  taken  in  the  incurfions  they  make  into  their  enemies  ter- 
ritories. Others  are  ftolen.  Abundance  of  little  Blacks  of  both  fexes,  are 
flolen  away  by  their  neighbours,  when  found  abroad  on  the  road,  or  in  the 
woods  or  fields. 

To  fet  the  manner  wherein  Negroes  are  procured,  in  a  yet  ftronger  lights 
h  will  fuffice  to  give  an  extradl  of  two  voyages  to  Guinea  on  this  account.— 
The  firft  is  taken  verbatim  from  the  original  manufcript  of  the  Surgeon's 
Journal. 

Seftro,  Dec.  29,  1724.  No  trade  to-day,  though  many  traders  came  on 
board.  They  informed  us,  that  the  people  are  gone  to  war  within  land,  and 
will  bring  prifoners  enough  in  two  or  three  days  i  in  hopes  of  which  we  ftay. 
"  The  30th.  No  trade  yet :  but  our  traders  came  on  board  to-day,  and 
informed  us  the  people  had  burnt  four  towns:  So  that  to-morrow  we  exped 
flaves  off".^ 

"  The  31(1.  Fair  weather,  but  no  trading  yet.  We  fee  each  nio-ht  towns 
burning.  But  we  hear  many  of  the  Seftro  men  are  killed  by  the  inland  Ne- 
groes; fo  that  we  fear  this  war  will  be  unfuccefsful. 

"  The  2d  of  January.  Laft  night  we  faw  a  prodigious  fire  break  out 
about  eleven  o'clock,  and  this  morning  fee  the  town  of  Seftro  burnt  down  to 
the  ground."  (It  contained  fome  hundred  houfes.)  *'  So  that  we  find  their 
enemies  are  too  hard  for  them  at  preitnr,  and  confequently  our  trade  fpoiled. 
Therefore  about  feven  o'clock  we  weighed  anchor,  to  proceed  lower  down." 

The  fecond  extradt,  taken  from  the  journal  of  a  furgeon,  who  went  from 
New- York  on  the  fame  trade,  is  as  follows.  "  The  commander  of  the  veflel 
fent  to  acquaint  the  king,  that  he  wanted  a  cargo  of  flaves.  The  king  pro- 
miled  to  furnifli  him,  and  in  Order  to  do  it,  fet  out,  defigning  to  furprize  fome 
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town,  and  make  all  the  people  prifoners.  Some  time  after,  the  king  fent  him 
word,  he  had  not  yet  met  with  the  defired  fuccefs :  having  attempted  to  break 
up  two  towns,  but  having  been  twice  repulfed :  but  that  he  ftill  hoped  to 
procure  the  number  of  flaves.  In  this  defign  he  perfiftcd,  'till  he  met  his 
enemies  in  the  field.  A  battle  was  fought,  which  lafted  three  days.  And  the 
engagement  was  fo  bloody,  that  four  thoufand  five  hundred  men  were  flain 
upon  the  fpot."     Such  is  the  manner  wherein  the  negroes  are  procured! 

Thus  they  are  procured.  But  in  what  numbers,  and  in  what  manner  ar-e 
they  carried  to  America  ? — Mr.  Anderlbn  in  his  Hiftory  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, obferves,  "  England  fuppliies  her  American  colonies  with  Negro-flaves, 
amounting  in  number  to  about  an  hundred  thoufand  every  year."  That  is,  fo 
many  are  taken  on  board  our  Ihjps ;  but  at  lead:  ten  thoufand  of  them  die  in 
the  voyage  :  about  a  fourth  part  more  die  at  the  different  IQands,  in  what  is 
called  the  fcafoning.  So  that  at  an  average,  in  the  paffage  and  feafoning  to- 
gether, thirty  thoufand  die ;  that  is,  properly  arc  murdered. 

When  they  are  brought  down  to  the  fliore,  in  order  to  be  fold,  our  fur- 
geons  examine  them.  Thofe  that  are  approved  are  fet  on  one  fide.  In  the 
mean  time  a  burning  iron,  with  the  arms  or  name  of  the  company,  lies  in  the 
fire,  with  which  they  are  marked  on  the  br.eafl;.  Before  they  are  put  into  the 
fhips,  their  mafters  ftrip  them  of  all  they  have  on  their  backs ;  fo  that  they 
came  on  board  naked.  It  is  common  for  feveral  hundreds  of  them  to  be  put 
on  board  one  veffel,  where  they  are  flowed  together. 

When  the  veffels  arrive  at  their  deftined  port,  the  Negroes  are  again  ex- 
pofed  to  the  examination  of  their  purchafers :  then  they  are  feparated  to  the 
plantations  of  their  feveral  mailers,  to  fee  each  other  no  more.  Here  you 
may  fee  mothers  hanging  over  their  daughters,  and  daughters  clinging  to  their, 
parents,  till  the  whipper  foon  obliges  them  to  part.  And  what  can  be  more 
wretched  than  the  condition  they  then  enter  upon  ?  Baniflied  from  their  coun- 
try, from  their  friends,  and  relations  for  ever. 

As  to  the  punilhments  inflid;ed  on  them,  fays  Sir  Hans  Sloan,  "  they  fre- 
quently chop  oft  half  a  foot:  after  they  are  whipped  till  they  are  raw  all  over, 
feme  put  pepper  and  fait  upon  them ;  fome  drop  melted  wax  upon  their 
fkin.  Others  cut  off  their  ears,  and  oblige  them  to  broil  and  eat  them.  For 
rebellion,"  (that  is,  afferting  their  native  liberty,  which  they  have  as  much 
ri^ht  to  as  the  air  they  breathe)  "  they  fallen  them  down  to  the  ground 
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"with  crooked  ftlcks  on  every  limb,  and  then  applying  fire  by  degrees,  to  the 
feet  and  hands,  they  burn  them  gradually  to  the  head." 

In  order  to  rivet  the  chain  of  (lavery,  the  law  of  Virginia  ordains,  "  That 
no  Qave  Ihall  be  fet  free,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  except  for  fome  meri- 
torious  fervices,  to  be  adjudged  and  allowed  by  the  governor  and  council : 
and  that  where  any  flave  fhall  be  fet  free  by  his  owner,  otherwife  than  is  here- 
in direded,  the  churchwardens  of  the  parifh  wherein  fuch  negro  (hall  refide 
for  the  fpace  of  one  month,  are  hereby  authorifed  and  required,  to  take  up  and 
fell  the  faid  negro,  by  public  outcry." 

The  law  of  Jamaica  ordains,  "  Every  (lave  that  fliall  run  away,  and  continue 
abfent  from  his  matter  twelve  months,  (hall  be  deemed  rebellious :"  and  by 
another  law,  "  fifty  pounds  are  allowed,  to  thofe  who  kill  or  bring  in  alive  a 
rebellious  flave." 

But  the  law  of  Barbadoes  exceeds  even  this  :  "  If  any  negro  under  punilh- 
ment,  by  his  mafter,  or  his  order,  for  running  away,  or  any  other  crime  or 
mifdemeanor,  Ihall  fuffer  in  life  or  member,  no  perfon  whatever  fhall  be  lia- 
ble to  any  fine  therefore.  But  if  any  man  of  wantonnefs,  or  only  of  bloody- 
mindedttefs  or  crudintention,  willfully  kill  a  negro  of  his  own,"  "  He  (hall  pay 
into  the  public  treafury  fifteen  pounds  fterling  and  not  be  liable  to  any  other 
puni(hment  or  forfeiture  for  the  fame." 

Nearly  allied  to  this  is  that  law  of  Virginia  :  "  After  proclamation  is  iflfijed 
againft  flaves  that  run  away,  it  is  lawful  for  any  perfon  whatfoever  to  kill  and 
dejlroy  fuch  flaves,  hy  fuch  ways  and  means  as  he  Jliall  think  fit  * 

A  PARTICULAR  ftatc  of  that  trade  lies  now  before  me,  whereby  it  appears, 
that  the  "  number  of  negro  flaves  bartered  for  in  one  year,  (viz.  1768.)  on  the 
coafl  of  Africa  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Rio  Congo,"  amounted  to  104,100  fouls  ; 
whereof  more  than  half  (viz.  53,100)  were  fliipped  on  the  account  of  Britifli 
merchants,  and  6,300  on  the  account  of  Britilh  Americans. 

By  another  ftate  of  this  trade  in  177 1,  it  appears  that  fliips  were  fent  from 
Liverpool  for      29,250 
Briftol  for  8,810 

London  for  8,136  , 

Lancafter  for  950 


« 


In  all  for  47,146  fouls 

U  u  exclufivc 

Thoughts  on  the  flaye  trade  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Welley. 


46  SundryPapers. 

cxclufive  of  thofe  imported  by  Britilh  American  and  Wef:  Indian  traders;^ 
which  in  that  year  were  probably  very  confiderable,  becaufe  in  the  following, 
year  (177  2  J  feveral  of  the  North  American  provinces  began  to  be  alarmed  for 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  tolerating  fuch  an  unchriftian-like  praftice, 
which  ientiment  was  fully  exprelTed  in  feme  of  their  public  aiflVmblies,  efpeci- 
aliy  in  thofe  of  Virginia,  Pennlylvania,  and  the  Jerfies.  In  fome  former 
years  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  feem  to  have  had  ftill  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion of  this  trade  to  anfwer  for  !  my  worthy  friend  Mr,  Anthony  Benezet, 
in  his  hiftorical  account  of  Guinea,  (c.  xiii.  p.  ijo.)  cites  Anderfon's  hiftory 
of  trade  and  commerce,  to  the  following  effedt,  viz.  "  That  England  fupplies 
"  her  American  colonies  with  negro  flaves,  amounting  in  number  to  above 
'■*  one  hundred  thoufand  every  year  " 

Now  if  we  confider  what  "  multitudes  of  men  muft  have  been  killed 
"  merely  in  the  attempt  to  take  fo  many  wretched  captives  for  fale ;  and 
"again  what  multitudes,  out  of  fo  large  a  number,  v/ould  die,  as  ufual,  in 
"  their  paflage  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  America  either  of  grief  or  defpair  ;  bc- 
'■'■  fides  the  large  proportion  (nearly  one  half)  that  would  die  of  the  feafoning,, 
"  (as  it  is  called"!  after  their  arrival  in  the  plantations  ;  and  laftly  that  all  the 
"  remainder  of  this  vaft  multitude  of  miferable  human  beings  will  probably  be 
"  worn  out  by  hard  fervice  and  oppreflion  in  the  fpace  of  about  16  years,  or 
"  kfs,  according  to  the  average  rate  of  fome  calculations  that  have  been  pub. 
"  liflied.  Thefe  confiderations  miUl  needs^  infpire  us  with  indignation  and: 
•'  horror." 

ExtrcM  of  *  letter  from  a  perfon  in  Maryland,  to  his  friend  in  Philadelphia., 

'  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  think  as  you  do,  with  regard  to  trading  in  man,  or 
'  keeping  him  a  (lave.  The  cullom  is  wicked  and  iniquitous,  neither  con- 
'  fiftcnt  with  reaforf,  or  the  laws  of  God  or  man.     Poor  unhappy  flaves,  par- 

*  ticularly  thofe  forced  from   their  places  of  nativity,  are  moft  certainly  de- 

*  plorabie  ob]e£ts  of  commiferation.     I  never  bought  more  than  two  during 

*  twenty  years  refidence  here.     One  proved  to   be  the   fon  of  an  African 

*  prince  ;  he  was  a  moft    cotiiely  youth:  having  obferved  his  uncommon 

*  good  pans,!  fent  him  to  fchool,and  ufed  him  like  a  free  man  during  his  ftay 
*•  with  me.     The  direftors  of  the  African  company  having   enquired,  and 

*  offered  a  reward  for  him,  I  by  a  public  aft  prefented  the  poor  creature  with; 

'his. 
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*  his  freedom,  gave  him  an  order  for  the  reward  aforefaid,  and  fent  him  to 
«  London  ;  from  whence  the  following  year  he  remitted  me  the  fame  fum  he 
«  coft  me,  and  fundry  rich  goods  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  pounds  and 

*  upwards,  and  therewith  a  letter  in  his  own  native  language. 

»  The  next  I  purchafed  was  an  unhappy  lad,  kidnapped  from  his  free  pa- 
'  rents  at  the  taking  of  Guadaloupe.     During  his  lUy  with  me  he  decayed  or 

*  pined  fo  much,  and  expreffed  fo  fenfible  a   Ibrrow  of  cruel  feparation  from 

*  his  aged  parents,  relations,  and  countrymen,  that  aftuated  by  the  unerring 
«  aood  providence  which  direfts  us  in  all  our  good  deeds,  I  likewife  fet  thra 

*  poor  creature  free,  and  fent  him  to  his  native  place.  Providence  again 
»  would  not  excufe  my  being  further  rewarded,  for  performing  this  my  duty 

*  as  a  chriftian.  The  truly  honeft  father,  from  the  produce  of  his  plantations, 
«  has  made  me  prefents  to  the  amount  of  fifty  pounds  fterling,  with  diredion 
«  to  draw  upon  him  for  the  full  coft  of  the  poor  youth,  which  1  do  never  intend. 
'  being  more  than  paid  by  prefents. 

» I  write  this  to  convince  you  that  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  are  not  fuch 
«  fenfelefs  brutifla  creatures  as  thoughtlefs  authors  reprefent  them  to  be  :  they 
«  undoubtedly  are  capable  of  receiving  inftruftion,  and  far  out-do  chriftians  in 
«  many  commendable  virtues.  Poor  creatures  !  their  greateft  unhappinefs  is 
*  being  acquainted  with  chriftians.' 

«  The  followincr  is  a  letter  from  the  Negro  Prince,  fome  time  after  he  arrived 
«  at  London^  to  his  mafter  in  Maryland.  TranHated  by  Dr.  Defaguilher, 
«  of  Cambridge,  1743- 

From  the  great  city^  ^d  moon  after  tny  releafe. 

«  O  Mv  kind  merciful  mafter,  my  good  white  brother,  too  good,  a  very 

*  good  fon  of  a  good  woman,  and  of  a  very  good  old  man,  created  good  old 

*  people  by  the  great  fpirit,  who  made  my  country,  thy  poor  (I  ftiould  lay 
'heretofore  poor)  moft  grateful  black  prifoner,  now  rendered  rich  by  thy 
»  aoodnefs  and  mercv,  is  now  moft  dead,  moft  drunk,  moft  mad  with  joy  ^ 
«  why  is  he  fo  ?  bec^ufe  he  is  going  to  his  good  warm  country,  to  his  good 
«  old  mother,  to  his  good  old  father,  to  his  little  Hft.r  and  his  brother.  In 
'  my  good  warm  country  all  things  are  good,  except  the  white  people  who^hvc 
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*  there,  and  come  in  flying-houfes,  to  take  away  poor  black  prifoners  fronj 
'  their  mothers,  their  fathers,  their  fitters  and  brothers,  to  kill  them  with  hua- 

*  ger  and  filth,  in  the  cellars  of  their  flying-houfes,  wherein  if  they  do  not  die 

*  fall  enough,  and  poor  prifoners  talk  for  bread  and  water,  and  want  to  feel  the  wind^ 

*  and  fee  the  Great  Spirit,  to  complain  to  him,  to  tell  him  all,  or  to  fee  the  trees 
'  of  his  countryonce  more  for  the  iaft  timejthe  king  of  the  white  people  [pro^ai/)r 

*  the  negro  meant  the  captain']oxitX5  the  officer  called  Jack,  to  kill  many  of  the 

*  black  prifoners,  with  whips,  with  ropes,  knives,  axes  and  fait.     The  gover- 

*  nor  of  thy  flyinghoufe  has  been  to  fliew  that  which  is  to  carry  me  and  him 

*  to  my  good  warm  country  -,  I  am  glad,  very  glad  indeed !    He  goes  there 

*  with  wine.     Should  he  be  fick,  (and  white  people  feldom  efcape  being  fo 
'  there)  becaufe  of  thee  my  kind  merciful  matter,  and  good  white  brother,  and 

*  becaufe  he  has  been  good  to  me,  and  is  a  very  good  white  man  too,  I  will 

*  nurfe  him  myfelf,  my  mother,  my  father,  my  litde  fitter,  and  my  brother 

*  Ihall  be  his  brother,  his  mother,  his  father,  and  his  fitter  too ;  he  fhall  have 

*  one  large  heap  of  elephants  teeth  and  gold,  for  thee  my  kind  merciful  matter, 

*  and  kind  brother,  and  one  for  himfelf  alfo,  (but  fmaller.)     He  at  prefent  is 

*  my  father,  I  eat  at  his  houfe,  and  lie  there  too  upon  the  bed  thou  prefented 

*  me  with.     His  woman  is  my  mother,  and  kindly  nurfes  me,  being  very  fick 

*  of  the  fea,  and  fire  made  of  black  ftones.     I  have  received  a  great  quantity^ 

*  of  gold,  befides  what  thou  did  prefent  me  with  by  means  of  thy  hand  writ- 

*  ing,  to  the  people  who  are  to  fend  me  to  my  country,  fome  part  whereof 

*  have  given  to  the  governor  of  thy  fwiraming-houfe,  to  be  fent  to  thee ;  had  I 

*  an  houfeful,   Ihould  fend  the  whole  with  equal  pleafure-,  however,  thou^ 

*  (halt  fee  hereafter,  that  black  people  are  not  beatts,  and  do  know  how  to  be 

*  grateful.     After  thou,  my  kind  merciful  matter  and  good  white  brother  lefc 

*  me  in  thy  fwimming-houfe,  we  thy  white  people,  and  we  thy  grateful  black. 

*  prifoners,  were  by  the  Great  Spirit^  who  was  angry  with  us,  fent  by  the  wind 

*  into  an  immenfe  great  river,  where  we  had  like  to  have  been  drowned,  and 

*  where  we  could  fee  neither  fun  nor  moon  for  fix  days  and  nights.     I  was. 

*  dying  during  one  whole  moon  ;  the  governor  was  my  father,  and  gave  me 

*  thofe  good  things  thou  prefented  me  with  on  my  bed  ;  he  lodged  me  in  the 

*  little  room  thy  carpenter  built  for  me»     Thou  gave  me  more  cloaths  than  I 

*  could  carry,  vet  I  was  very  cold ;  nothing  availed  with  poor  black  prironer,till 

*  at  Iaft  having  the  Great  Spirit  to  fend  me  fafe  to  thy  houfe  on  Ihorc,  I  thought 
'I  was  carried  there,  [this  appears  to  have  been  adream\  where  thou  my  good 

white 
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*  white  brother  did  ufe  me  with  wonted  goodnefs,  fpake  to  the  great  fpirit  and 

*  to  hisfotiy  that  I  might  keep  (o  during  the  voyage  and  afterwards,  which  they 

*  have  done  fo  for  thy  fake ;  they  will  always  do  me  good  becaufe  of  thee  my 
'  good  white  brother ;  therefore  my  kind  merciful  mafter,  do  not  forget  thy 
'poor  black  prifoner.  When  ihou  Ao?t  i^^dk  to  the  great  fpirit  and /<?  his 
*fon,  I  do  know  he  will  hear  thee,  I  fhall  never  be  fick  more,  for  which  I  fliall 

*  be  thankful.     Pray  fpeak  for  my  good  old  mother,  my  good  father,  my  little 

*  fifter,  and  my  brother  ;  I  wilh  they  may  be  healthy,  to  many  very  many 

*  moons,  as  many  as  the  hairs  on  thy  head ;  I  love  them  all  much,  yet  I 

*  think  not  fo  much  as  I  do  thee,  I  could  die  in  my  country  for  thee,  could 

*  I  do  thee  any  kindnefs.     Indeed  the  great  fpirit  well  knows  I  mean  no  lie, 

*  {hall  always  fpeak  to  him  for  thy  good,  believe  me  my  good  white  bro- 

*  ther,  thy  poor  black  prifoner  is  not  a  liar.'  * 

Dgiagola,  fort  of  Dgiagola^  Prince  of  Foat,.  Africa. 


Sir  fVilUam  Blackflone  fays.  In  his  Commentaries,  "  The  three  ori- 
gins of  the  right  of  flavery  affigned  by  Juftinian,  are  all  built  upon 
falfe  foundations,  i.  Slavery  is  faid  to  arife  from  captivity  in  war. 
The  conqueror  having  a  right  to  the  life  of  his  captive,  if  he  fpares  that  has 
then  a  right  to  deal  with  him  as  he  pleafes.  But  this  is  untrue,  if  taken  ge- 
nerally, that  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  man  has  a  right  to  kill  his  enemy. 
He  has  only  a  right  to  kill  him  in  particular  cafes,  in  cafes  of  abfolute  necef- 
fity  for  felf-defence.  And  it  is  plain,  this  abfolute  neceffity  did  not  fubfift 
fince  he  did  not  kill  him,  but  made  him  prifoner.  War  itfelf  is  juftifiable 
only  on  principles  of  fclf-prefervation.  Therefore  it  gives  us  no  right  over 
prifoners,  but  to  hinder  their  hurting  us  by  confining  them.  Much  lefs  can 
it  give  a  right  to  torture,  or  kill,  or  even  to  enflave  an  enemy  when  the  war 
is  over.  Since  therefore  the  right  of  making  our  prifoners  (laves,  depends  on 
a  fuppofed  right  of  flaughter,  that  foundation  failing,  the  confequence  which 
is  drawn  from  it  muft  fail  likewife." 

"  It  is  faid,  fecondly,  flavery  may  begin,  by  one  man's  felling  himfdf  to 
another.  And  it  is  true,  a  man  may  fell  himfelf  to  work  for  another  :  but 
he  cannot  fell  himfelf  to  be  a  flave,  as  above  defined.     Every  fale  implies  an 

equivalent 

*  From  the  writings  of  Granville  Sharpc,  Efq.  on  the  Slave  Trade. 
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equivalent  given  to  the  feller,  in  lieu  of  what  he  transfers  to  the  buyer.  But 
what  equivalent  can  be  given  for  life  or  liberty  i  his  property  likewife,  with, 
the  very  price  which  he  fecms  to  receive,  devolves  ipfo  fa£lo  to  his  matter, 
the  inftant  he  becomes  his  flave :  in  this  cafe  therefore  the  buyer  gives  nothing, 
and  the  feller  receives  nothing.  Of  what  validity  then  can  a  fale  be,  which 
(dettroys  the  very  principles  upon  which  all  fales  are  founded  ?" 

"  We  are  told,  thirdly,  that  men  may  be  born  flaves,  by  being  the  child- 
ren of  flaves.  But  this  being  built  on  the  two  former  rights  muft  fall  toge- 
ther with  them.  If  neither  captivity,  nor  contrad  can  by  the  plain  law  of 
nature  and  reafon,  reduce  the  parent  to  a  date  of  flavery,  much  lefs  can  they 
reduce  the  offspring." 


On  the  Treatment  e/  //^^  C  ARIBBE  S  c/ St.  VINCENT'S.* 


Mr.  Thomas  Townjhend.  *  I  do  not  wifh  to  trouble  the  houfe  to-day  if  it  is 
improper,  but  I  hope  on  fome  future  day  the  houfe  will  examine  pauxularly 
into  the  expedition  to  St.  Vincent,  which  tt>  me,  I  confefs,  appears  a  breach 
of  national  honour.' 

Air.  Alderman  Trecotbick.  '  The  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  has 
very  juftly  opened  a  matter  which,  in  my  poor  opinion,  deferves  the  fenous 
confideration  of  parliament.  I  feel.  Sir,  for  the  honour  of  the  Britilh  nation. 
I  think  it  is  at  ftake,  while  a  fcene  of  iniquity  and  cruelty  is  tranfading  at  St. 
Vincent's  on  the  defencelefs  natives,  under  the  authority  of  this  government. 
The  poor  Caribbes !  the  laft  remains  of  the  Aborigines  from  South  America, 
are  to  be  totally  extirpated  !  regiment  after  regimt- nt  is  fent  upon  this  difgrace- 
ful  fervice.  Let  us  know  the  caufe  of  thofe  hoflilities  againll  a  defencelefs, 
innocent,  and  innofftnfive  people  !  About  40  years  paft,  a  fliip  loaded  with 
negroes  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea  was  wrecked  upon  that  iflanJ  :  it  was  a  for- 
tunate 

*  Parliamentary  Debates,  1772,  Vol.  x.  page  135. 
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tunate accident  for  them:  they  incorporated  with  the  natives ;  and  againft  thofe 
you  arc  exercifing  the  barbarities  of  the  Spaniards  againft  the  Mexicans !  Sir^ 
1  hope  this  bufiriefs  will  be  enquired  into  in  a  fcrious  manner,  as  I  think,  it  ma- 
terially affcfts  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  flag. 

Mr.  Richard  Wbitworth. — '  I  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  be- 

*  hind  me,  that  an  enquiry  fliould  be  made,  as  foon  as  poffible,   into  the  na- 

*  ture  of  a  very  extraordinary  expedition,  indeed,  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Vin- 

*  cent.     I  have  received  a  letter  from  an  intimate  acquaintance,  who  is  em- 

*  ployed  upon  that  difhonourable  fervice ;   and  he  afTures  me.  Sir,   that  the. 

*  Caribbes  are  up  in  arms,  and  too  well  difciplined  to  be  fubdued  without 

*  fuperior  force.     Before  we   pretend   to  extirpate  thofe   poor  people,  we 

*  Jhould  examine  our  right.     The  French  only  ceded  part  of  the  ifland  to  us  •, 

*  that  part  was  their  property,  and  they  had  a  right  to  cede  itj  but  what  claim 

*  have  we  to  the  other  ?  None  J   The  French  could  not  cede  to  us  what  they 

*  had  not;  they  lived  by  treaty  with  thofe  people  and  upon  thofe  conditions, 

*  I  underftand  by  the  terms  of  the  laft  peace,  we  are  alfo  to  live  with  them ; 

*  but  I  fuppofe  fome  of  our  traders  or  planters  have  taken  a  fancy  to   their 

*  part  of  the  ifland  for  country-houfes  to  divert  themfelves,  and  to  fatisfy  the 

*  rapacity  of  thofe  adventurers,  the  Britifh  arms  are  to  be  employed,  and  the 

*  miferable  natives  are  to  be  cruelly  difpoffefTed  of  their  habitations,  and 

*  driven  from  their  families  and  friends — the  part  where  they  live  is  divided 

*  only  by  a  river,  and  nothing  but  the  moft  wanton  cruelty  can  induce  us  to 

*  difpoflefs  the  inoffending  natives  of  their  country.' 

Feb.  10.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  affair  of  St.  Vincent's,  Mr.  T.  Townfhend  moved.  That  Lieut. 
Generals  Wooten  and  Trapaud  be  called  in.  The  former  was  afked  if  he 
had  received  any  acconnts  from  his  regiment  ?  and  anfwering  in  the  negative, 
he  was  told  he  might  withdraw. 

Gen.  Trapaud  was  afked  the  fame  queftion,  and  acknowledged  he  had.  He 
was  afked  the  date  of  his  laft  letters.  He  faid  of  the  14th  of  November, 
and  received  the  17th  of  December. 

Mr.  Tovi'/Iiend  propofed,  that  if  the  General  had  received  any  letter  of 
bufinefs,  if  the  houfe  had  no  objedion,  it  might  be  read.  The  houfe  con- 
fenting,  the  General  read  part  of  a  letter,  which  was  to  this  effeft. 

"  The 
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"  The  mortality  among  the  men  is  very  great,  owing  to  the  heavy  and 
"  continual  rains  which  we  have  at  this  feafon.  The  poor  Caribbes  have 
*'  been  ill  ufed.  They  aft  with  great  caution,  and  the  woods  are  fo  thick, 
"  that  they  knock  our  men  down  with  the  greateft  fecurity  to  themfelves, 
*'  as  it  is  impofllble  we  can  fee  them.  We  have  only  been  able  to  penetrate 
*'  four  miles  into  the  country.  God  knows  how  this  pretty  expedition  will 
*'  will  end ;  all  we  hope  for  is,  that  the  promoters  and  contrivers  of  it  will  be 
"  brought  to  a  fpeedy  and  fevere  account." 

Feb.  iz.  The  affair  of  St.  Vincent's  refumed.  Governor  Gor^  was  called 
to  the  bar.  He  was  afked  in  general  as  to  the  temper  of  the  Caribbes.  His 
anfwer  was,  that  they  were  a  quiet,  well-difpofed  people.  At  what  time  he 
left  the  Grenades?  In  the  year  1765. — If  he  had  ever  heard  of  any  jealoufiea 
among  them  ?  None.-— If  he  had  ever  heard  that  the  planters  envied  them  their 
lands  ?  He  faid  he  had. 

Mr.  7".  'TownPiend. — '  It  was  my  wlfh  to  have  this  bufinefs  finiflied ;  and 

*  from  the  very  moment  I  heard  of  this  extraordinary  expedition,  I  determined 

*  to  make  it  a  fubjed  of  parliamentary  enquiry.     It  is  a  fubjed,  however  difre- 

*  garded  at  prefent,  of  the  greateft  importance  to  thisiiation.     From  the  evi- 

*  dence  at  your  bar.  Sir,  you  have  been  told,  and  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
1  *  the  Caribbes  were  peaceable,  till  they  were  alarmed  by  the  furveyors  cutting 

*  roads  into  their  country.     They  then  oppofed  them,  and  furrounded  a  de- 

*  tachment  of  forty  men  fent,  as  a  guard.     They  fired  no  (hot,  they  ufed  no 
«  violence,  but  relied  on  the  faith  of  a  promife  made  them,  and  returned 

*  peaceably  to  their  habitations.     1  fhall,  therefore,  make  two  motions ;  the 

*  one  is.  Sir,  that  the  expedition  to  St.  Vincent's  was  undertaken  without  fuf- 

*  iicient  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  Caribbes;  and  the  other.  Sir,  is,  that 

*  the  expedition  to  St.  Vincent's  was  undertaken  at  the  inftance  of  avaricious 

*  and  interefted  men,  and  feems  calculated  to  end  in  the  total  extirpation  of 

*  thefe  people.' 

Lord  Folkjlone.     '  Much  having  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  who  made  the  motion,  on  the  iniquity  of  this  tranfadion,  there  remains  but 

*  little  for  me  to  add.     I  Ihould  have  thought.  Sir,  that  our  generofity  as  Eng- 
<  lilhmen,  would  have  taught  us  to  confider  the  liberty  and  property  of  others 

*  as  facred  ;  but  if  that  was  infufRcent,  I  (hould  have  thought  motives  of  hu- 

*  manity  might  have  reftrained  us  from  wanton  and  premeditated  a£ts  of 

*  cruelty  upon  a  fet  of  dcfencelefs  people.    The  only  queftion  upon  the  pre- 

fent 
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*  fent  fubjeft  that  can  direft  us  to  a  juft  determination,  is.  Who  committed 

*  the  firft  hoftilities  ?  It  is  evident  that  the  firft  a6t  of  hoftility  was  committed 

*  by  us  i  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Caribbes  are  juftified  in  what  they  have  done, 

*  and  I  heartily  fecond  the  motion.* 

Between  twelve  and  one  there  were  two  divlfions ;  the  firft  on  thequeftion 
That  it  appears  the  meafure  to  extirpate  the  Caribbes  was  not  grounded  upon 
fufficient  reafons,  but  upon  the  opinions  of  perfons  interefted  in  their  de- 
ftruction.  Upon  this  the  numbers  were,  206;  Oppofition,  88.  The  fe- 
cond qucftion  was.  That  it  appears  the  military  were  not  fent  in  the  proper 
feafon,  and  that  the  expedition  was  likely  to  end  in  the  ruin  of  feme  of  the  beft 
troops  in  the  fervice.  Upon  this  the  numbers  were,  199;  Oppofition,  78.—" 
A  motion  was  alfo  made,  and  the  queftion  put,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  that  he  would  acquaint  the  Houfe  by  whofe  advice  the  attack- 
ing the  Caribbes  was  undertaken  in  the  unhealthy  feafon  of  the  year,  againft 
the  known  humanity  of  his  Majefty's  temper,  difgraceful  to  his  iMajefty's  arms, 
and  to  the  character  of  the  Britifh  nation  i  which  li.lcewife  paffed  in  tlic 
negative. 


Conclusion, 


THIS  refolution  acquitted  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  of  any  crime  in 
all  they  did  to  the  Caribbes  of  St  Vincent's,  whatever  were  the  number  of  thefc 
poor  people  that  weredeftoyed  in  confcquence  of  the  defire  to  have  their  lands ; 
and  all  the  fanftion  which  fuch  a  national  acquittal  can  give,  to  the  fame  con- 
duft  in  the  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  remains 
in  full  force  to  this  day. 

Xx  The 
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The  accounts  of  the  trade  to  Africa  Ihew  that  the  peopV  of  that  country 
have,  in  confequcnce  of  it,  been  kept  in  u  Itaceof  war  and  confufion,  by  the 
people  of  Great  Britain    for  many   years,  that    a   great  number,  of  which 
no  account  is  given,  lofe  their  lives  in  the  battles  rhat  arc  fought  to  f<  rce  them 
into  our  hands  ;  and  that  on  an  average  of  the  accounts  of  the  numHer  taken 
away  in  different  years,  there  appears  to  be  more  than  fcventy  thoufand  yearly; 
and  the  accounts  agreeing  that  at  leall  one   third  of  the  number  lofe   their 
lives  in  confequence  of  our  taking  them  away,  in  fourteen  years,  from  17CO, 
above  three  hundred  thoufand  men,  women  and  children  will  have  been  de- 
ftroyed,  and  double  that   number  taken   into  flavcry  to  the  fubjc-as  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.     And  to  all  that  thefe  people  have  hitherto  liifFered 
at  our  hands,  whenever  any  of  our  colonies  or  plantations  may  be  again  in  a 
ftate  of  peace,  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain   have  the  fanftion   of  the  ftate 
to  enter  again  upon  this  trade,  and  fpread  all  that  mifery  among  the  people 
of  Africa,  which  any  people  mull  live  in,  who  are  in  conflant  fear  of  being 
forced  away  without  diftinaion  of  rank,  age,  or  fex,  into  a  foreign  flivery. 
The  accounts  of  the  condufb  of  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  in  India  ffiews,. 
that  many  millions  of  money  have  been  brought  away  from  the  people  of  that 
country,  by  means  the  moft  unjuft  and  violent-,  that  the  princes  of  India, 
have  been  deprived  of  their  dominions  by  force,  in  the  name  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  ;  and  that  in  the  courfe  of  thtfe  proceedings  as  many  of  the  natives, 
have  been  dcftroyed,or  fled  from  the  fear  of  us  from  their  country,  as  there  were 
of  inhabitants  in  our  American  colonies  before  the  war  began — that  is,  about 
three  millions. — That  all  this  condud  down  to  the  year  1772,  has  been  before 
the  reprefentativcs  of  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  and  their  folemn  refolution 
has   been.  That  great  and  meritorious  fervices  have  been  rendered   by  the 
principal  perfon  concerned  in  thefe  tranfad'ons  to  that  time  in  India,  and  rota 
fingle  perfon  has  received  blame,  cenfure,  or  punilhmtnt,  tor  any  thing  that 
has  been  done  by  the  fubjcdts  of  Great-Britain  to  the  princes.and  nations  of  In- 
dia, from  the  commencement  of  our  fiift  wars  to  the  year  1772  ;  but  that  the 
nation  has  trade  ail  that  has  been  done  as  much  its  own,  astiiat  which  is  done 
by  a  f'  w.can  be  made  the  aft  of  all  v.  ho  partic'pate  witii  them  in  what  has  been 
obtained,  and  acquit  them  of  all  blame  as  to  the  manner  by  which  they  did  it. 
And  to  this  day  that  fociety  of  the  fubjcfts  of  this  kingdom,  in  whofe  name 
all  th'le  crimes  have  been  committed  againft  eveiy  principle  of  juilice,  huma- 
nity, and  whatever  is  allowed  to  be  right  among  mankind,  is  iuficicd  to  have 
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